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ÒHo, illustrious passers-by!Ósays Kai Lung as he spreads out his em-
broidered mat under the mulberry-tree. ÒIt is indeed unlikely that you
could condescendto stop and listen to the foolish words of such an insig-
nificant and altogether deformed person as myself. Nevertheless, if you
will but retard your elegant footsteps for a few moments, this exceed-
ingly unprepossessing individual will endeavour to entertain you.ÓThis
is a collection of Kai Lung's entertaining tales, told professionally in the
market placesashe travelled about; told sometimes to occupy and divert
the minds of his enemies when they were intent on torturing him.
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Chapter1
The Transmutation of Ling

1. Introduction

The sun had dipped behind the western mountains before Kai Lung,
with twenty li or more still between him and the city of Knei Yang,
entered the camphor-laurel forest which stretched almost to his destina-
tion. No person of consequenceever made the journey unattended; but
Kai Lung professed to have no fear, remarking with extempore wisdom,
when warned at the previous village, that a worthless garment covered
one with better protection than that afforded by an army of bowmen.
Nevertheless, when within the gloomy aisles, Kai Lung more than once
wished himself back at the village, or safely behind the mud walls of
Knei Yang; and, making many vows concerning the amount of prayer-
paper which he would assuredly burn when he was actually through the
gates,he stepped out more quickly, until suddenly, at a turn in the glade,
he stopped altogether, while the watchful expression into which he had
unguardedly dropped at once changed into a mask of impassivenessand
extreme unconcern. From behind the next tree projected a long straight
rod, not unlike a slender bamboo at a distance, but, to Kai Lung's all-see-
ing eye, in reality the barrel of a matchlock, which would come into line
with his breast if he took another step. Being a prudent man, more accus-
tomed to guile and subservience to destiny than to force, he therefore
waited, spreading out his hands in proof of his peaceful acquiescence,
and smiling cheerfully until it should pleasethe owner of the weapon to
step forth. This the unseendid a moment later, still keeping his gun in an
easy and convenient attitude, revealing a stout body and a scarred face,
which in conjunction made it plain to Kai Lung that he was in the power
of Lin Yi, a noted brigand of whom he had heard much in the villages.

ÒOillustrious person,Ósaid Kai Lung very earnestly, Òthisis evidently
an unfortunate mistake. Doubtless you were expecting some exalted
Mandarin to come and render you homage, and were preparing to
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overwhelm him with gratified confusion by escorting him yourself to
your well-appointed abode. Indeed, I passed such a one on the road,
very richly apparelled, who inquired of me the way to the mansion of
the dignified and upright Lin Yi. By this time he is perhaps two or three
li towards the east.Ó

ÒHowever distinguished a Mandarin may be, it is fitting that I should
first attend to one whose manners and accomplishments betray him to be
of the Royal House,Óreplied Lin Yi, with extreme affability. ÒPrecede
me, therefore, to my mean and uninviting hovel, while I gain more hon-
our than I can reasonably bear by following closely in your elegant foot-
steps, and guarding your Imperial person with this inadequate but
heavily-loaded weapon.Ó

Seeingno chanceof immediate escape,Kai Lung led the way, instruc-
ted by the brigand, along a very difficult and bewildering path, until
they reached a cave hidden among the crags. Here Lin Yi called out
some words in the Miaotze tongue, whereupon a follower appeared, and
opened a gate in the stockade of prickly mimosa which guarded the
mouth of the den. Within the enclosure a fire burned, and food was be-
ing prepared. At a word from the chief, the unfortunate Kai Lung found
his hands seized and tied behind his back, while a second later a rough
hemp rope was fixed round his neck, and the other end tied to an over-
hanging tree.

Lin Yi smiled pleasantly and critically upon these preparations, and
when they were complete dismissed his follower.

ÒNow we can converse at our ease and without restraint,Ó he re-
marked to Kai Lung. ÒItwill be a distinguished privilege for a person oc-
cupying the important public position which you undoubtedly do; for
myself, my instincts are so degraded and low-minded that nothing gives
me more gratification than to dispense with ceremony.Ó

To this Kai Lung made no reply, chiefly becauseat that moment the
wind swayed the tree, and compelled him to stand on his toes in order to
escape suffocation.

ÒIt would be uselessto try to conceal from a person of your inspired
intelligence that I am indeed Lin Yi,Ócontinued the robber. ÒIt is a digni-
fied position to occupy, and one for which I am quite incompetent. In the
sixth month of the third year ago, it chanced that this unworthy person,
at that time engaged in commercial affairs at Knei Yang, becameinextric-
ably immersed in the insidious delights of quail-fighting. Having been
entrusted with a large number of taels with which to purchase elephants'
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teeth, it suddenly occurred to him that if he doubled the number of taels
by staking them upon an exceedingly powerful and agile quail, he would
be able to purchase twice the number of teeth, and so benefit his patron
to a large extent. This matter was clearly forced upon his notice by a
dream, in which he perceived one whom he then understood to be the
benevolent spirit of an ancestor in the act of stroking a particular quail,
upon whose chanceshe accordingly placed all he possessed.Doubtless
evil spirits had been employed in the matter; for, to this person's great
astonishment, the quail in question failed in a very discreditable manner
at the encounter. Unfortunately, this person had risked not only the
money which had been entrusted to him, but all that he had himself be-
come possessedof by some years of honourable toil and assiduous cour-
tesy as a professional witness in law cases.Not doubting that his patron
would see that he was himself greatly to blame in confiding so large a
sum of money to a comparatively young man of whom he knew little,
this person placed the matter before him, at the same time showing him
that he would suffer in the eyesof the virtuous if he did not restore this
person's savings, which but for the presence of the larger sum, and a
generous desire to benefit his patron, he would never have risked in so
uncertain a venture as that of quail-fighting. Although the facts were laid
in the form of a dignified request instead of a demand by legal means,
and the reasoning carefully drawn up in columns of fine parchment by a
very illustrious writer, the reply which this person received showed him
plainly that a wrong view had beentaken of the matter, and that the time
had arrived when it becamenecessaryfor him to make a suitable rejoin-
der by leaving the city without delay.Ó

ÒIt was a high-minded and disinterested course to take,Ó said Kai
Lung with great conviction, as Lin Yi paused. ÒWithout doubt evil will
shortly overtake the avaricious-souled person at Knei Yang.Ó

ÒIt has already done so,Óreplied Lin Yi. ÒWhile passing through this
forest in the seasonof Many White Vapours, the spirits of his bad deeds
appeared to him in misleading and symmetrical shapes,and drew him
out of the path and away from his bowmen. After suffering many tor-
ments, he found his way here, where, in spite of our continual care, he
perished miserably and in great bodily painÉ. But I cannot conceal from
myself, in spite of your distinguished politeness, that I am becoming in-
tolerably tiresome with my commonplace talk.Ó

ÒOnthe contrary,Ó replied Kai Lung, Òwhile listening to your voice I
seemed to hear the beating of many gongs of the finest and most pol-
ished brass. I floated in the Middle Air, and for the time I even became
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unconscious of the fact that this honourable appendage, though fash-
ioned, as I perceive, out of the most delicate silk, makes it exceedingly
difficult for me to breathe.Ó

ÒSucha thing cannot be permitted,Ó exclaimed Lin Yi, with some in-
dignation, as with his own hands he slackened the rope and, taking it
from Kai Lung's neck, fastened it around his ankle. ÒNow, in return for
my uninviting confidences,shall not my sensesbe gladdened by a recital
of the titles and honours borne by your distinguished family? Doubtless,
at this moment many Mandarins of the highest degree are anxiously
awaiting your arrival at Knei Yang, perhaps passing the time by outdo-
ing one another in protesting the number of taels eachwould give rather
than permit you to be tormented by fire-brands, or even to lose a single
ear.Ó

ÒAlas!Óreplied Kai Lung, Òneverwas there a truer proverb than that
which says, 'It is a mark of insincerity of purpose to spend one's time in
looking for the sacred Emperor in the low-class tea-shops.' Do Mandar-
ins or the friends of Mandarins travel in mean garments and unatten-
ded? Indeed, the person who is now before you is none other than the
outcast Kai Lung, the story-teller, one of degraded habits and no very
distinguished or reputable ancestors.His friends are few, and mostly of
the criminal class; his wealth is not more than some six or eight cash,
concealedin his left sandal; and his entire stock-in-trade consistsof a few
unendurable and badly told stories, to which, however, it is his pre-
sumptuous intention shortly to add a dignified narrative of the high-
born Lin Yi, setting out his domestic virtues and the honour which he
has reflected upon his house, his valour in war, the destruction of his en-
emies, and, above all, his great benevolenceand the protection which he
extends to the poor and those engaged in the distinguished arts.Ó

ÒTheabsenceof friends is unfortunate,Ó said Lin Yi thoughtfully, after
he had possessedhimself of the coins indicated by Kai Lung, and also of
a much larger amount concealed elsewhere among the story-teller's
clothing. ÒMy followers are mostly outlawed Miaotze, who have been
driven from their own tribes in Yun Nan for man-eating and disregard-
ing the sacred laws of hospitality. They are somewhat rapacious, and in
this way it has becomea custom that they should have as their own, for
the purpose of exchanging for money, persons such as yourself, whose
insatiable curiosity has led them to this place.Ó

ÒThewise and all-knowing Emperor Fohy instituted three degrees of
attainment: Being poor, to obtain justice; being rich, to escapeflattery;
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and being human, to avoid the passions,Óreplied Kai Lung. ÒTothese
the practical and enlightened Kang added yet another, the greatest: Be-
ing lean, to yield fatness.Ó

ÒInsuch cases,Óobserved the brigand, ÒtheMiaotze keep an honoured
and very venerable rite, which chiefly consists in suspending the offend-
er by a pigtail from a low tree, and placing burning twigs of hemp-palm
between his toes.To this person it seemsa foolish and meaninglesshabit;
but it would not be well to interfere with their religious observances,
however trivial they may appear.Ó

ÒSucha course must inevitably end in great loss,ÓsuggestedKai Lung;
Òfor undoubtedly there are many poor yet honourable persons who
would leave with them a bond for a large number of taels and save the
money with which to redeem it, rather than take part in a ceremony
which is not according to one's own Book of Rites.Ó

ÒThey have already suffered in that way on one or two occasions,Ó
replied Lin Yi; Òsothat such a proposal, no matter how nobly intended,
would not gladden their faces.Yet they are simple and docile persons,
and would, without doubt, be moved to any feeling you should desire
by the recital of one of your illustrious stories.Ó

ÒAn intelligent and discriminating assemblageis more to a story-teller
than much reward of cash from hands that conceal open mouths,Ó
replied Kai Lung with great feeling. ÒNothing would confer more pleas-
urable agitation upon this unworthy person than an opportunity of nar-
rating his entire stock to them. If also the accomplished Lin Yi would be-
stow renown upon the occasionby his presence,no omen of good would
be wanting.Ó

ÒThepleasures of the city lie far behind me,Ósaid Lin Yi, after some
thought, ÒandI would cheerfully submit myself to an intellectual accom-
plishment such as you are undoubtedly capable of. But as we have ne-
cessity to leave this spot before the hour when the oak-leaveschangeinto
night-moths, one of your amiable stories will be the utmost we can
strengthen our intellects with. Select which you will. In the meantime,
food will be brought to refresh you after your benevolent exertions in
conversing with a person of my vapid understanding. When you have
partaken, or thrown it away as utterly unendurable, the time will have
arrived, and this person, together with all his accomplices,will put them-
selves in a position to be subjected to all the most dignified emotions.Ó
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2.

ÒThestory which I have selected for this gratifying occasion,Ósaid Kai
Lung, when, an hour or so later, still pinioned, but releasedfrom the hal-
ter, he sat surrounded by the brigands, Òisentitled ÔGoodand Evil,Õand
it is concerned with the adventures of one Ling, who bore the honour-
able name of Ho. The first, and indeed the greater, part of the narrative,
as related by the venerable and accomplished writer of history Chow-
Tan, is taken up by showing how Ling was assuredly descendedfrom an
enlightened Emperor of the raceof Tsin; but as the no lessomniscient Ta-
lin-hi proves beyond doubt that the person in question was in no way
connected with any but a line of hereditary ape-worshippers, who
entered China from an unknown country many centuries ago, it would
ill becomethis illiterate person to expressan opinion on either side, and
he will in consequenceomit the first seventeen books of the story, and
only deal with the three which refer to the illustrious Ling himself.Ó

The Story of Ling
Narrated by Kai Lung when a prisoner in the camp of Lin Yi.

Ling was the youngest of three sons, and from his youth upwards
proved to be of a mild and studious disposition. Most of his time was
spent in reading the sacredbooks, and at an early age he found the wor-
ship of apes to be repulsive to his gentle nature, and resolved to break
through the venerable traditions of his family by devoting his time to lit-
erary pursuits, and presenting himself for the public examinations at
Canton. In this his resolution was strengthened by a rumour that an
army of bowmen was shortly to be raised from the Province in which he
lived, so that if he remained he would inevitably be forced into an occu-
pation which was even more distasteful to him than the one he was
leaving.

Having arrived at Canton, Ling's first care was to obtain particulars of
the examinations, which he clearly perceived, from the unusual activity
displayed on all sides, to be near at hand. On inquiring from passers-by,
he received very conflicting information; for the persons to whom he
spoke were themselves entered for the competition, and therefore natur-
ally misled him in order to increase their own chancesof success.Per-
ceiving this, Ling determined to apply at once, although the light was
past, to a Mandarin who was concerned in the examinations, lest by
delay he should lose his chance for the year.
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ÒIt is an unfortunate event that so distinguished a person should have
selected this day and hour on which to overwhelm us with his affable
politeness!Óexclaimed the porter at the gate of the Yamen, when Ling
had explained his reason for going. ÒOnsuch a day, in the reign of the
virtuous Emperor Hoo Chow, a very benevolent and unassuming ancest-
or of my good lord the Mandarin was destroyed by treachery, and ever
since his family has observed the occasionby fasting and no music. This
person would certainly be punished with death if he entered the inner
room from any cause.Ó

At thesewords, Ling, who had been simply brought up, and chiefly in
the society of apes, was going away with many expressions of self-re-
proach at selecting such a time, when the gate-keeper called him back.

ÒIam overwhelmed with confusion at the position in which I find my-
self,Óhe remarked, after he had examined his mind for a short time. ÒI
may meet with an ungraceful and objectionable death if I carry out your
estimable instructions, but I shall certainly merit and receive a similar
fate if I permit so renowned and versatile a person to leave without a fit-
ting reception. In such matters a person can only trust to the intervention
of good spirits; if, therefore, you will permit this unworthy individual to
wear, while making the venture, the ring which he perceives upon your
finger, and which he recognizes as a very powerful charm against evil,
misunderstandings, and extortion, he will go without fear.Ó

Overjoyed at the amiable porter's efforts on his behalf, Ling did as he
was desired, and the other retired. Presently the door of the Yamen was
opened by an attendant of the house, and Ling bidden to enter. He was
covered with astonishment to find that this person was entirely unac-
quainted with his name or purpose.

ÒAlas!Ósaid the attendant, when Ling had explained his object, Òwell
said the renowned and inspired Ting Fo, ÔWhenstruck by a thunderbolt
it is unnecessary to consult the Book of Dates as to the precise meaning
of the omen.ÕAt this moment my noble-minded master is engaged in
conversation with all the most honourable and refined persons in Can-
ton, while singers and dancers of a very expert and nimble order have
been sent for. The entertainment will undoubtedly last far into the night,
and to present myself even with the excuseof your graceful and delicate
inquiry would certainly result in very objectionable consequencesto this
person.Ó

ÒIt is indeed a day of unprepossessing circumstances,Óreplied Ling,
and after many honourable remarks concerning his own intellect and
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appearance,and those of the person to whom he was speaking, he had
turned to leave when the other continued:

ÒEver since your dignified presence illumined this very ordinary
chamber, this person has been endeavouring to bring to his mind an in-
cident which occurred to him last night while he slept. Now it has come
back to him with a diamond clearness,and he is satisfied that it was as
follows: While he floated in the Middle Air a benevolent spirit in the
form of an elderly and toothless vampire appeared, leading by the hand
a young man, of elegant personality. Smiling encouragingly upon this
person, the spirit said, ÔOFou, recipient of many favours from Mandar-
ins and of innumerable taels from gratified persons whom you have ob-
liged, I am, even at this moment, guiding this exceptional young man to-
wards your presence;when he arrives do not hesitate, but do as he de-
sires, no matter how great the danger seemsor how inadequately you
may appear to be rewarded on earth.ÕThe vision then melted, but I now
clearly perceive that with the exception of the embroidered cloak which
you wear, you are the person thus indicated to me. Remove your cloak,
therefore, in order to give the amiable spirit no opportunity of denying
the fact, and I will advance your wishes; for, as the Book of Versesindic-
ates, ÔTheperson who patiently awaits a sign from the clouds for many
years, and yet fails to notice the earthquake at his feet, is devoid of
intellect.ÕÓ

Convinced that he was assuredly under the especial protection of the
Deities, and that the end of his search was in view, Ling gave his rich
cloak to the attendant, and was immediately shown into another room,
where he was left alone.

After a considerable spaceof time the door opened and there entered a
person whom Ling at first supposed to be the Mandarin. Indeed, he was
addressing him by his titles when the other interrupted him. ÒDonot dis-
tress your incomparable mind by searching for honourable names to ap-
ply to so inferior a person as myself,Óhe said agreeably. ÒThemistake is,
nevertheless, very natural; for, however miraculous it may appear, this
unseemly individual, who is in reality merely a writer of spoken words,
is admitted to be exceedingly like the dignified Mandarin himself,
though somewhat stouter, clad in better garments, and, it is said, lessob-
tuse of intellect. This last matter he very much doubts, for he now finds
himself unable to recognize by name one who is undoubtedly entitled to
wear the Royal Yellow.Ó
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With this encouragement Ling once more explained his position, nar-
rating the events which had enabled him to reach the second chamber of
the Yamen. When he had finished the secretary was overpowered with a
high-minded indignation.

ÒAssuredly those depraved and rapacious persons who have both
misled and robbed you shall suffer bow-stringing when the whole mat-
ter is brought to light,Ó he exclaimed. ÒThenoble Mandarin neither fasts
nor receives guests, for, indeed, he has slept since the sun went down.
This person would unhesitatingly break his slumber for so commendable
a purpose were it not for a circumstance of intolerable unavoidableness.
It must not even be told in a low breath beyond the walls of the Yamen,
but my benevolent and high-born lord is in reality a person of very
miserly instinct, and nothing will call him from his natural sleep but the
sound of taels shaken beside his bed. In an unexpected manner it comes
about that this person is quite unsupplied with anything but thin printed
papers of a thousand taels each, and these are quite useless for the
purpose.Ó

ÒIt is unendurable that so obliging a person should be put to such in-
convenience on behalf of one who will certainly become a public
laughing-stock at the examinations,Ósaid Ling, with deep feeling; and
taking from a concealedspot in his garments a few taels, he placed them
before the secretary for the use he had indicated.

Ling was again left alone for upwards of two strokes of the gong, and
was on the point of sleepwhen the secretary returned with an expression
of dignified satisfaction upon his countenance. Concluding that he had
been successful in the manner of awakening the Mandarin, Ling was
opening his mouth for a polite speech,which should contain a delicate
allusion to the taels, when the secretary warned him, by affecting a sud-
den look of terror, that silence was exceedingly desirable, and at the
same time opened another door and indicated to Ling that he should
pass through.

In the next room Ling was overjoyed to find himself in the presenceof
the Mandarin, who received him graciously, and paid many estimable
compliments to the name he bore and the country from which he came.
When at length Ling tore himself from this enchanting conversation, and
explained the reason of his presence, the Mandarin at once became a
prey to the whitest and most melancholy emotions, even plucking two
hairs from his pigtail to prove the extent and conscientiousnessof his
grief.
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ÒBehold,Óhe cried at length, ÒIam resolved that the extortionate and
many-handed persons at Peking who have control of the examination
rites and customs shall no longer grow round-bodied without remark.
This person will unhesitatingly proclaim the true facts of the case
without regarding the danger that the versatile Chancellor or even the
sublime Emperor himself may, while he speaks, be concealed in some
part of this unassuming room to hear his words; for, as it is wisely said,
ÔWhenmarked out by destiny, a person will assuredly be drowned, even
though he passesthe whole of his existenceamong the highest branches
of a date tree.ÕÓ

ÒIam overwhelmed that I should be the causeof such an engaging dis-
play of polished agitation,Ó said Ling, as the Mandarin paused. ÒIf it
would make your own stomach lessheavy, this person will willingly fol-
low your estimable example, either with or without knowing the
reason.Ó

ÒThematter is altogether on your account, O most unobtrusive young
man,Óreplied the Mandarin, when a voice without passion was restored
to him. ÒIt tears me internally with hooks to reflect that you, whose re-
fined ancestors I might reasonably have known had I passed my youth
in another Province, should be victim to the cupidity of the ones in au-
thority at Peking. A very short time before you arrived there camea mes-
senger in haste from those persons, clearly indicating that a legal toll of
sixteen taels was to be made on eachprinted paper setting forth the time
and manner of the examinations, although, as you may see,the paper is
undoubtedly marked, ÔPersonsare given notice that they are defrauded
of any sum which they may be induced to exchangefor this matter.ÕFur-
thermore, there is a legal toll of nine taels on all persons who have previ-
ously been examinedÑÓ

ÒIam happily escapedfrom that,Óexclaimed Ling with some satisfac-
tion as the Mandarin paused.

ÒÑand twelve taels on all who present themselves for the first time.
This is to be delivered over when the paper is purchased, so that you, by
reasonof this unworthy proceeding at Peking, are required to forward to
that place, through this person, no less than thirty-two taels.Ó

ÒIt is a circumstance of considerable regret,Óreplied Ling; Òfor had I
only reachedCanton a day earlier, I should, it appears,have avoided this
evil.Ó

ÒUndoubtedly it would have beenso,Óreplied the Mandarin, who had
become engrossed in exalted meditation. ÒHowever,Óhe continued a
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moment later, as he bowed to Ling with an accomplished smile, Òit
would certainly be a more pleasant thought for a person of your refined
intelligence that had you delayed until to-morrow the insatiable persons
at Peking might be demanding twice the amount.Ó

Pondering the deep wisdom of this remark, Ling took his departure;
but in spite of the most assiduous watchfulness he was unable to discern
any of the three obliging persons to whose efforts his successhad been
due.
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3.

It was very late when Ling again reached the small room which he had
selected as soon as he reached Canton, but without waiting for food or
sleephe made himself fully acquainted with the times of the forthcoming
examinations and the details of the circumstances connected with them.
With much satisfaction he found that he had still a week in which to re-
vive his intellect on the most difficult subjects.Having become relieved
on these points, Ling retired for a few hoursÕsleep, but rose again very
early, and gave the whole day with great steadfastnessto contemplation
of the sacred classicsY-King, with the exception of a short period spent
in purchasing ink, brushes and writing-leaves. The following day, hav-
ing become mentally depressed through witnessing unaccountable
hordes of candidates thronging the streets of Canton, Ling put aside his
books, and passed the time in visiting all the most celebrated tombs in
the neighbourhood of the city. Lightened in mind by this charitable and
agreeableoccupation, he returned to his studies with a fixed resolution,
nor did he again falter in his purpose. On the evening of the examina-
tion, when he was sitting alone, reading by the aid of a single light, ashis
custom was, a person arrived to seehim, at the same time manifesting a
considerable appearanceof secrecyand reserve. Inwardly sighing at the
interruption, Ling nevertheless received him with distinguished consid-
eration and respect, setting tea before him, and performing towards it
many honourable actions with his own hands. Not until some hours had
sped in conversation relating to the health of the Emperor, the unexpec-
ted appearanceof a fiery dragon outside the city, and the insupportable
price of opium, did the visitor allude to the object of his presence.

ÒIt has been observed,Óhe remarked, Òthat the accomplished Ling,
who aspires to a satisfactory rank at the examinations, has never before
made the attempt. Doubtless in this case a preternatural wisdom will
avail much, and its fortunate possessorwill not go unrewarded. Yet it is
as precious stones among ashes for one to triumph in such
circumstances.Ó

ÒThe fact is known to this person,Ó replied Ling sadly, Òand the
thought of the years he may have to wait before he shall have passed
even the first degree weighs down his soul with bitterness from time to
time.Ó

ÒIt is no infrequent thing for men of accomplished perseverance,but
merely ordinary intellects, to grow venerable within the four walls of the
examination cell,Ócontinued the other. ÒSome,again, become afflicted
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with various malignant evils, while not a few, chiefly those who are
presenting themselves for the first time, are so overcome on perceiving
the examination paper, and understanding the inadequate nature of their
own accomplishments, that they become an easy prey to the malicious
spirits which are ever on the watch in those places; and, after covering
their leaves with unpresentable remarks and drawings of men and wo-
men of distinguished rank, have at length to be forcibly carried away by
the attendants and secured with heavy chains.Ó

ÒSuchthings undoubtedly exist,Óagreed Ling; Òyet by a due regard
paid to spirits, both good and bad, a proper esteemfor one's ancestors,
and a sufficiency of charms about the head and body, it is possible to be
closeted with all manner of demons and yet to suffer no evil.Ó

ÒIt is undoubtedly possible to do so, according to the Immortal Prin-
ciples,Óadmitted the stranger; Òbut it is not an undertaking in which a
refined person would take intelligent pleasure; as the proverb says, ÔHe
is a wise and enlightened suppliant who seeksto discover an honourable
Mandarin, but he is a fool who cries out, ÒIhave found one."ÔHowever,
it is obvious that the reason of my visit is understood, and that your dis-
tinguished confidence in yourself is merely a graceful endeavour to ob-
tain my services for a less amount of taels than I should otherwise have
demanded. For half the usual sum, therefore, this person will take your
place in the examination cell, and enable your versatile name to appear
in the winning lists, while you pass your moments in irreproachable
pleasures elsewhere.Ó

Such a course had never presented itself to Ling. As the person who
narrates this story has already marked, he had passedhis life beyond the
influence of the ways and manners of towns, and at the same time he
had naturally been endowed with an unobtrusive highmindedness. It
appeared to him, in consequence,that by accepting this engaging offer
he would be placing those who were competing with him at a disadvant-
age.This person clearly seesthat it is a difficult matter for him to explain
how this could be, asLing would undoubtedly reward the servicesof the
one who took his place, nor would the number of the competitors be in
any way increased; yet in such a way the thing took shape before his
eyes.Knowing, however, that few persons would be able to understand
this action, and being desirous of not injuring the estimable emotions of
the obliging person who had come to him, Ling made a number of pol-
ished excusesin declining, hiding the true reason within himself. In this
way he earned the powerful malignity of the person in question, who
would not depart until he had effected a number of very disagreeable
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prophecies connected with unpropitious omens and internal torments,
all of which undoubtedly had a great influence on Ling's life beyond that
time.

Each day of the examination found Ling alternately elated or de-
pressed, according to the length and style of the essay which he had
written while enclosed in his solitary examination cell. The trials each
lasted a complete day, and long before the fifteen days which composed
the full examination were passed,Ling found himself half regretting that
he had not acceptedhis visitor's offer, or even reviling the day on which
he had abandoned the hereditary calling of his ancestors. However,
when, after all was over, he came to deliberate with himself on his
chancesof attaining a degree, he could not disguise from his own mind
that he had well-formed hopes; he was not conscious of any undignified
errors, and, in reply to several questions, he had been able to introduce
curious knowledge which he possessedby means of his exceptional cir-
cumstancesÑknowledge which it was unlikely that any other candidate
would have been able to make himself master of.

At length the day arrived on which the results were to be made public;
and Ling, together with all the other competitors and many distin-
guished persons, attended at the great Hall of Intellectual Coloured
Lights to hear the reading of the lists. Eight thousand candidates had
been examined, and from this number less than two hundred were to be
selected for appointments. Amid a most distinguished silence the win-
ning names were read out. Waves of most undignified but inevitable
emotion passed over those assembled as the list neared its end, and the
chancesof successbecame less at each spoken word; and then, finding
that his was not among them, together with the greater part of those
present, he became a prey to very inelegant thoughts, which were not
lessened by the refined cries of triumph of the successful persons.
Among this confusion the one who had read the lists was observed to be
endeavouring to make his voice known, whereupon, in the expectation
that he had omitted a name, the tumult was quickly subdued by those
who again had pleasurable visions.

ÒTherewas among the candidates one of the name of Ling,Ó said he,
when no-noise had been obtained. ÒThewritten leaves produced by this
person are of a most versatile and conflicting order, so that, indeed, the
accomplished examiners themselves are unable to decide whether they
are very good or very bad. In this matter, therefore, it is clearly im-
possible to place the expert and inimitable Ling among the foremost, as
his very uncertain success may have been brought about with the
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assistanceof evil spirits; nor would it be safe to pass over his efforts
without reward, as he may be under the protection of powerful but
exceedingly ill-advised deities. The estimable Ling is told to appear
again at this place after the gong has been struck three times, when the
matter will have been looked at from all round.Ó

At this announcement there aroseanother great tumult, several crying
out that assuredly their written leaveswere either very good or very bad;
but no further proclamation was made, and very soon the hall was
cleared by force.

At the time stated Ling again presented himself at the Hall, and was
honourably received.

ÒThe unusual circumstances of the matter have already been put
forth,Ó said an elderly Mandarin of engaging appearance,Òsothat noth-
ing remains to be made known except the end of our despicable efforts
to come to an agreeableconclusion. In this we have been made success-
ful, and now desire to notify the result. A very desirable and not unre-
munerative office, rarely bestowed in this manner, is lately vacant, and
taking into our minds the circumstances of the event, and the fact that
Ling comesfrom a Province very esteemedfor the warlike instincts of its
inhabitants, we have decided to appoint him commander of the valiant
and blood-thirsty band of archers now stationed at Si-chow, in the
Province of Hu-Nan. We have spoken. Let three guns go off in honour of
the noble and invincible Ling, now and henceforth a commander in the
ever-victorious Army of the Sublime Emperor, brother of the Sun and
Moon, and Upholder of the Four Corners of the World.Ó
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4.

Many hours passed before Ling, now more downcast in mind than the
most unsuccessful student in Canton, returned to his room and sought
his couch of dried rushes. All his efforts to have his distinguished ap-
pointment set aside had been without avail, and he had been ordered to
reach Si-chow within a week. As he passed through the streets, elegant
processionsin honour of the winners met him at every corner, and drove
him into the outskirts for the object of quietness.There he remained until
the beating of paper drums and the sound of exulting voices could be
heard no more; but even when he returned lanterns shone in many
dwellings, for two hundred persons were composing verses,setting forth
their renown and undoubted accomplishments, ready to affix to their
doors and send to friends on the next day. Not giving any portion of his
mind to this desirable act of behaviour, Ling flung himself upon the
floor, and, finding sleep unattainable, plunged himself into profound
meditation of a very uninviting order. ÒWithout doubt,Ó he exclaimed,
Òevil can only arise from evil, and as this person has always endeav-
oured to lead a life in which his devotions have been equally divided
between the sacred Emperor, his illustrious parents, and his venerable
ancestors,the fault cannot lie with him. Of the excellenceof his parents
he has full knowledge; regarding the Emperor, it might not be safe to
conjecture. It is therefore probable that some of his ancestors were per-
sons of abandoned manner and inelegant habits, to worship whom res-
ults in evil rather than good. Otherwise, how could it be that one whose
chief delight lies in the passive contemplation of the Four Books and the
Five Classics,should be selected by destiny to fill a position calling for
great personal courage and an aggressive nature? Assuredly it can only
end in a mean and insignificant death, perhaps not even followed by
burial.Ó

In this manner of thought he fell asleep, and after certain very base
and impressive dreams, from which good omens were altogether absent,
he awoke, and rose to begin his preparations for leaving the city. After
two days spent chiefly in obtaining certain safeguards against treachery
and the bullets of foemen, purchasing opium and other gifts with which
to propitiate the soldiers under his charge, and in consulting well-dis-
posed witches and readers of the future, he set out, and by travelling in
extreme discomfort, reached Si-chow within five days. During his jour-
ney he learned that the entire Province was engaged in secret rebellion,
several towns, indeed, having declared against the Imperial army
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without reserve. Those persons to whom Ling spoke described the
rebels, with respectful admiration, as fierce and unnaturally skilful in all
methods of fighting, revengeful and merciless towards their enemies,
very numerous and above the ordinary height of human beings, and en-
dowed with qualities which made their skin capable of turning aside
every kind of weapon. Furthermore, he was assured that a large band of
the most abandoned and best trained was at that moment in the immedi-
ate neighbourhood of Si-chow.

Ling was not destined long to remain in any doubt concerning the
truth of these matters, for as he made his way through a dark cypress
wood, a few li from the housesof Si-chow, the sounds of a confused out-
cry reached his ears, and on stepping aside to a hidden glade some dis-
tance from the path, he beheld a young and elegant maiden of incompar-
able beauty being carried away by two persons of most repulsive and
undignified appearance,whose dress and manner clearly betrayed them
to be rebels of the lowest and worst-paid type. At this sight Ling became
possessedof feelings of a savage yet agreeable order, which until that
time he had not conjectured to have any place within his mind, and
without even pausing to consider whether the planets were in favour-
able positions for the enterprise to be undertaken at that time, he drew
his sword, and ran forward with loud cries. Unsettled in their intentions
at this unexpected action, the two persons turned and advanced upon
Ling with whirling daggers, discussing among themselves whether it
would be better to kill him at the first blow or to take him alive, and,
when the day had become sufficiently cool for the full enjoyment of the
spectacle,submit him to various objectionable tortures of so degraded a
nature that they were rarely used in the army of the Emperor except
upon the persons of barbarians. Observing that the maiden was not
bound, Ling cried out to her to escapeand seek protection within the
town, adding, with a magnanimous absence of vanity:

ÒShouldthis person chanceto fall, the repose which the presenceof so
lovely and graceful a being would undoubtedly bring to his departing
spirit would be out-balanced by the unendurable thought that his com-
monplace efforts had not been sufficient to save her from the two evilly-
disposed individuals who are, as he perceives, at this moment, neglect-
ing no means within their power to accomplish his destruction.ÓAccept-
ing the discernment of these words, the maiden fled, first bestowing a
look upon Ling which clearly indicated an honourable regard for him-
self, a high-minded desire that the affair might end profitably on his
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account, and an amiable hope that they should meet again, when these
subjects could be expressed more clearly between them.

In the meantime Ling had becomeat a disadvantage, for the time occu-
pied in speaking and in making the necessarynumber of bows in reply
to her entrancing glance had given the other persons an opportunity of
arranging their charms and sacred written sentencesto greater advant-
age, and of occupying the most favourable ground for the encounter.
Nevertheless, so great was the force of the new emotion which had
entered into Ling's nature that, without waiting to consider the dangers
or the best method of attack, he rushed upon them, waving his sword
with such force that he appeared as though surrounded by a circle of
very brilliant fire. In this way he reached the rebels, who both fell unex-
pectedly at one blow, they, indeed, being under the impression that the
encounter had not commenced in reality, and that Ling was merely men-
acing them in order to inspire their minds with terror and raise his own
spirits. However much he regretted this act of the incident which he had
beencompelled to take, Ling could not avoid being filled with intellectu-
al joy at finding that his own charms and omens were more distin-
guished than those possessedby the rebels, none of whom, as he now
plainly understood, he need fear.

Examining these things within his mind, and reflecting on the events
of the past few days, by which he had been thrown into a class of cir-
cumstances greatly differing from anything which he had ever sought,
Ling continued his journey, and soon found himself before the southern
gate of Si-chow. Entering the town, he at once formed the resolution of
going before the Mandarin for Warlike Deeds and Arrangements, so that
he might present, without delay, the papers and seals which he had
brought with him from Canton.

ÒThenoble Mandarin Li Keen?Óreplied the first person to whom Ling
addressed himself. ÒItwould indeed be a difficult and hazardous conjec-
ture to make concerning his sacred person. By chance he is in the
strongest and best-concealedcellar in Si-chow, unless the sumptuous at-
tractions of the deepestdry well have induced him to make a short jour-
ney"; and, with a look of great unfriendliness at Ling's dress and
weapons, this person passed on.

ÒDoubtless he is fighting single-handed against the armed men by
whom the place is surrounded,Ó said another; Òor perhaps he is con-
structing an underground road from the Yamen to Peking, so that we
may all escape when the town is taken. All that can be said with
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certainty is that the Heaven-sent and valorous Mandarin has not been
seen outside the walls of his well-fortified residence since the trouble
arose; but, as you carry a sword of conspicuous excellence, you will
doubtless be welcome.Ó

Upon making a third attempt Ling was more successful, for he in-
quired of an aged woman, who had neither a reputation for keen and
polished sentences to maintain, nor any interest in the acts of the
Mandarin or of the rebels. From her he learned how to reach the Yamen,
and accordingly turned his footsteps in that direction. When at length he
arrived at the gate, Ling desired his tablets to be carried to the Mandarin
with many expressionsof an impressive and engaging nature, nor did he
neglect to reward the porter. It was therefore with the expression of a
misunderstanding mind that he received a reply setting forth that Li
Keen was unable to receive him. In great doubt he prevailed upon the
porter, by means of a still larger reward, again to carry in his message,
and on this occasion an answer in this detail was placed before him.

ÒLi Keen,Óhe was informed, Òis indeed awaiting the arrival of one
Ling, a noble and valiant Commander of Bowmen. He is given to under-
stand, it is true, that a certain person claiming the same honoured name
is standing in somewhat undignified attitudes at the gate, but he is un-
able in any way to make these two individuals meet within his intellect.
He would further remind all persons that the refined observances laid
down by the wise and exalted Board of Rites and Ceremonies have a
marked and irreproachable significance when the country is in a state of
disorder, the town surrounded by rebels, and every breathing-space of
time of more than ordinary value.Ó

Overpowered with becoming shame at having been connected with so
unseemly a breach of civility, for which his great haste had in reality
been accountable, Ling hastened back into the town, and spent many
hours endeavouring to obtain a chair of the requisite colour in which to
visit the Mandarin. In this he was unsuccessful, until it was at length
suggested to him that an ordinary chair, such as stood for hire in the
streets of Si-chow, would be acceptable if covered with blue paper. Still
in some doubt as to what the nature of his reception would be, Ling had
no choice but to take this course, and accordingly he again reached the
Yamen in such a manner, carried by two persons whom he had obtained
for the purpose. While yet hardly at the residencea salute was suddenly
fired; all the gatesand doors were, without delay, thrown open with em-
barrassing and hospitable profusion, and the Mandarin himself passed
out, and would have assisted Ling to step down from his chair had not
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that person, clearly perceiving that such a course would be too great an
honour, evaded him by an unobtrusive display of versatile dexterity. So
numerous and profound were the graceful remarks which each made
concerning the habits and accomplishments of the other that more than
the spaceof an hour was passedin traversing the small enclosedground
which led up to the principal door of the Yamen. There an almost greater
time was agreeably spent, both Ling and the Mandarin having determ-
ined that the other should enter first. Undoubtedly Ling, who was the
more powerful of the two, would have conferred this courteous distinc-
tion upon Li Keen had not that person summoned to his side certain at-
tendants who succeeded in frustrating Ling in his high-minded inten-
tions, and in forcing him through the doorway in spite of his conscien-
tious protests against the unsurmountable obligation under which the
circumstance placed him.

Conversing in this intellectual and dignified manner, the strokes of the
gong passed unheeded; tea had been brought into their presencemany
times, and night had fallen before the Mandarin allowed Ling to refer to
the matter which had brought him to the place, and to present his writ-
ten papers and seals.

ÒIt is a valuable privilege to have so intelligent a person as the illustri-
ous Ling occupying this position,Ó remarked the Mandarin, as he re-
turned the papers; Òandnot less so on account of the one who preceded
him proving himself to be a person of feeble attainments and an unen-
durable deficiency of resource.Ó

ÒTo one with the all-knowing Li Keen's mental acquisitions, such a
person must indeed have become excessively offensive,Ó replied Ling
delicately; Òfor, as it is truly said, ÔAlthough there exist many thousand
subjects for elegant conversation, there are persons who cannot meet a
cripple without talking about feet.ÕÓ

ÒHeto whom I have referred was such a one,Ósaid Li Keen, appreciat-
ing with an expression of countenance the fitness of Ling's proverb. ÒHe
was totally inadequate to the requirements of his position; for he pos-
sessedno military knowledge, and was placed in command by those at
Peking as a result of his taking a high place at one of the examinations.
But more than this, although his three years of service were almost com-
pleted, I was quite unsuccessful in convincing him that an unseemly de-
gradation probably awaited him unless he could furnish me with the
means with which to propitiate the persons in authority at Peking. This
he neglected to do with obstinate pertinacity, which compelled this
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person to inquire within himself whether one of so little discernment
could be trusted with an important and arduous office. After much de-
liberation, this person came to the decision that the Commander in ques-
tion was not a fit person, and he therefore reported him to the Imperial
Board of Punishment at Peking as one subject to frequent and periodical
eccentricities, and possessed of less than ordinary intellect. In con-
sequenceof this act of justice, the Commander was degraded to the rank
of common bowman, and compelled to pay a heavy fine in addition.Ó

ÒIt was a just and enlightened conclusion of the affair,Ó said Ling, in
spite of a deep feeling of no enthusiasm, Òand one which surprisingly
bore out your own prophecy in the matter.Ó

ÒIt was an inspired warning to persons who should chance to be in a
like position at any time,Óreplied Li Keen. ÒSograsping and corrupt are
those who control affairs in Peking that I have no doubt they would
scarcely hesitate in debasing even one so immaculate as the exceptional
Ling, and placing him in some laborious and ill-paid civil department
should he not accede to their extortionate demands.Ó

This suggestion did not carry with it the unpleasurable emotions
which the Mandarin anticipated it would. The fierce instincts which had
been aroused within Ling by the incident in the cypress wood had died
out, while his lamentable ignorance of military affairs was ever before
his mind. Thesecircumstances, together with his naturally gentle habits,
made him regard such a degradation rather favourably than otherwise.
He was meditating within himself whether he could arrange such a
course without delay when the Mandarin continued:

ÒThat,however, is a possibility which is remote to the extent of at least
two or three years; do not, therefore, let so unpleasing a thought cast
darkness upon your brows or remove the unparalleled splendour of so
refined an occasionÉ Doubtless the accomplished Ling is a master of the
art of chess-play,for many of our most thoughtful philosophers have de-
clared war to be nothing but such a game; let this slow-witted and cum-
bersome person have an opportunity, therefore, of polishing his declin-
ing facilities by a pleasant and dignified encounter.Ó
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5.

On the next day, having completed his business at the Yamen, Ling left
the town, and without desiring any ceremony quietly betook himself to
his new residencewithin the camp, which was situated among the millet
fields some distance from Si-chow. As soon as his presence became
known all those who occupied positions of command, and whose years
of service would shortly come to an end, hastened to present themselves
before him, bringing with them offerings according to the rank they
held, they themselves requiring a similar service from those beneath
them. First among these,and next in command to Ling himself, was the
Chief of Bowmen, a person whom Ling observed with extreme satisfac-
tion to be very powerful in body and possessinga strong and dignified
countenance which showed unquestionable resolution and shone with a
tiger-like tenaciousness of purpose.

ÒUndoubtedly,Óthought Ling, as he observed this noble and prepos-
sessing person, Òhereis one who will be able to assist me in whatever
perplexities may arise. Never was there an individual who seemedmore
worthy to command and lead; assuredly to him the most intricate and
prolonged military positions will be an enjoyment; the most crafty
stratagems of the enemy as the full moon rising from behind a screenof
rushes. Without making any pretence of knowledge, this person will ex-
plain the facts of the caseto him and place himself without limit in his
hands.Ó

For this purpose he therefore detained the Chief of Bowmen when the
others departed, and complimented him, with many expressive phrases,
on the excellenceof his appearance,as the thought occurred to him that
by this means, without disclosing the full measure of his ignorance, the
person in question might be encouraged to speak unrestrainedly of the
nature of his exploits, and perchancethereby explain the use of the appli-
ancesemployed and the meaning of the various words of order, in all of
which details the Commander was asyet most disagreeably imperfect. In
this, however, he was disappointed, for the Chief of Bowmen, greatly to
Ling's surprise, received all his polished sentenceswith somewhat fool-
ish smiles of great self-satisfaction, merely replying from time to time as
he displayed his pigtail to greater advantage or rearranged his gold-em-
broidered cloak:

ÒThisperson must really pray you to desist; the honour is indeed too
great.Ó
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Disappointed in his hope, and not desiring after this circumstance to
expose his shortcomings to one who was obviously not of a highly-re-
fined understanding, no matter how great his valour in war or his know-
ledge of military affairs might be, Ling endeavoured to lead him to con-
verse of the bowmen under his charge. In this matter he was more suc-
cessful, for the Chief spoke at great length and with evilly-inspired con-
tempt of their inelegance,their undiscriminating and excessiveappetites,
and the frequent use which they made of low words and gestures.Desir-
ing to becomeacquainted rather with their methods of warfare than with
their domestic details, Ling inquired of him what formation they relied
upon when receiving the foemen.

ÒItis a matter which has not engaged the attention of this one,Óreplied
the Chief, with an excessiveabsenceof interest. ÒThereare so many af-
fairs of intelligent dignity which cannot be put aside, and which occupy
one from beginning to end. As an example, this person may describe
how the accomplished Li-Lu, generally depicted as the Blue-eyed Dove
of Virtuous and Serpent-like Attitudes, has been scattering glory upon
the Si-chow Hall of Celestial Harmony for many days past. It is an en-
lightened display which the high-souled Ling should certainly endeav-
our to dignify with his presence, especially at the portion where the
amiable Li-Lu becomes revealed in the appearance of a Peking sedan-
chair bearer and describes the manner and likenesses of certain per-
sonsÑchiefly high-priests of Buddha, excessively round-bodied mer-
chants who feign to be detained within Peking on affairs of commerce,
maidens who attend at the tables of tea-houses,and those of both sexes
who are within the city for the first time to behold its temples and open
spacesÑwho are conveyed from place to place in the chair.Ó

ÒAnd the bowmen?ÓsuggestedLing, with difficulty restraining an un-
dignified emotion.

ÒReally,the elegant Ling will discover them to be persons of deficient
manners, and quite unworthy of occupying his well-bred conversation,Ó
replied the Chief. ÒAsregards their methodsÑif the renowned Ling in-
sistsÑthey fight by means of their bows, with which they discharge ar-
rows at the foemen, they themselves hiding behind trees and rocks.
Should the enemy be undisconcerted by the cloud of arrows, and ad-
vance, the bowmen are instructed to make a last endeavour to frighten
them back by uttering loud shouts and feigning the voices of savage
beasts of the forest and deadly snakes.Ó

ÒAnd beyond that?Ó inquired Ling.
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ÒBeyondthat there are no instructions,Ó replied the Chief. ÒThebow-
men would then naturally take to flight, or, if such a course becameim-
possible, run to meet the enemy, protesting that they were convinced of
the justice of their cause,and were determined to fight on their side in
the future.Ó

ÒWould it not be of advantage to arm them with cutting weapons
also?Óinquired Ling; Òsothat when all their arrows were discharged
they would still be able to take part in the fight, and not be lost to us?Ó

ÒTheywould not be lost to us, of course,Óreplied the Chief, Òaswe
would still be with them. But such a course as the one you suggest could
not fail to end in dismay. Being as well armed as ourselves, they would
then turn upon us, and, having destroyed us, proceed to establish lead-
ers of their own.Ó

As Ling and the Chief of Bowmen conversed in this enlightened man-
ner, there arosea great outcry from among the tents, and presently there
entered to them a spy who had discovered a strong force of the enemy
not more than ten or twelve li away, who showed every indication of
marching shortly in the direction of Si-chow. In numbers alone, he con-
tinued, they were greatly superior to the bowmen, and all were well
armed. The spreading of this news threw the entire camp into great con-
fusion, many protesting that the day was not a favourable one on which
to fight, others crying that it was their duty to fall back on Si-chow and
protect the women and children. In the midst of this tumult the Chief of
Bowmen returned to Ling, bearing in his hand a written paper which he
regarded in uncontrollable anguish.

ÒOh, illustrious Ling,Ó he cried, restraining his grief with difficulty,
and leaning for support upon the shoulders of two bowmen, Òhowpros-
perous indeed are you! What greater misfortune can engulf a person
who is both an ambitious soldier and an affectionate son, than to lose
such a chanceof glory and promotion asonly occurs once within the life-
time, and an affectionate and venerable father upon the same day? Be-
hold this mandate to attend, without a moment's delay, at the funeral ob-
sequies of one whom I left, only last week, in the fullness of health and
power. The occasion being an unsuitable one, I will not call upon the
courteous Ling to join me in sorrow; but his own devout filial piety is so
well known that I can conscientiously rely upon an application for ab-
sence to be only a matter of official ceremony.Ó

ÒThe application will certainly be regarded as merely official cere-
mony,Ó replied Ling, without resorting to any delicate pretence of
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meaning, Òandthe refined scruples of the person who is addressing me
will be fully met by the official date of his venerated father's death being
fixed for a more convenient season. In the meantime, the unobtrusive
Chief of Bowmen may take the opportunity of requesting that the family
tomb be kept unsealed until he is heard from again.Ó

Ling turned away, as he finished this remark, with a dignified feeling
of not inelegant resentment. In this way he chanced to observe a large
body of soldiers which was leaving the camp accompanied by their less-
er captains, all crowned with garlands of flowers and creeping plants. In
spite of his very inadequate attainments regarding words of order, the
Commander made it understood by means of an exceedingly short sen-
tence that he was desirous of the men returning without delay.

ÒDoubtlessthe accomplished Commander, being but newly arrived in
this neighbourhood, is unacquainted with the significance of this dis-
play,Ósaid one of the lessercaptains pleasantly. ÒKnow then, O wise and
custom-respecting Ling, that on a similar day many years ago this vali-
ant band of bowmen was engaged in a very honourable affair with cer-
tain of the enemy. Since then it has been the practice to commemorate
the matter with music and other forms of delight within the large square
at Si-chow.Ó

ÒSuchcustoms are excellent,Ósaid Ling affably. ÒOn this occasion,
however, the public square will be so insufferably thronged with the
number of timorous and credulous villagers who have pressed into the
town that insufficient justice would be paid to your entrancing display.
In consequenceof this, we will select for the purpose some convenient
spot in the neighbourhood. The proceedings will be commenced by a
display of arrow-shooting at moving objects, followed by racing and
dancing, in which this person will lead. I have spoken.Ó

At these words many of the more courageous among the bowmen be-
camedestructively inspired, and raised shouts of defiance against the en-
emy, enumerating at great length the indignities which they would heap
upon their prisoners. Cries of distinction were also given on behalf of
Ling, even the more terrified exclaiming:

ÒThenoble Commander Ling will lead us! He has promised, and as-
suredly he will not depart from his word. Shielded by his broad and sac-
red body, from which the bullets glance aside harmlessly, we will ad-
vance upon the enemy in the stealthy manner affected by ducks when
crossing the swamp. How altogether superior a person our Commander
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is when likened unto the leaders of the foemenÑthey who go into battle
completely surrounded by their archers!Ó

Upon this, perceiving the clear direction in which matters were turn-
ing, the Chief of Bowmen again approached Ling.

ÒDoubtless the highly-favoured person whom I am now addressing
has beenendowed with exceptional authority direct from Peking,Óhe re-
marked with insidious politeness. ÒOtherwise this narrow-minded indi-
vidual would suggest that such a decision does not come within the
judgment of a Commander.Ó

In his ignorance of military matters it had not entered the mind of Ling
that his authority did not give him the power to commence an attack
without consulting other and more distinguished persons.At the sugges-
tion, which he accepted as being composed of truth, he paused, the en-
lightened zeal with which he had been inspired dying out as he plainly
understood the difficulties by which he was enclosed. There seemed a
single expedient path for him in the matter; so, directing a person of ex-
ceptional trustworthiness to prepare himself for a journey, he inscribed a
communication to the Mandarin Li Keen, in which he narrated the facts
and asked for speedy directions, and then despatched it with great ur-
gency to Si-chow.
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6.

When thesematters were arranged, Ling returned to his tent, a victim to
feelings of a deep and confused doubt, for all coursesseemedto be sur-
rounded by extreme danger, with the strong possibility of final disaster.
While he was considering these things attentively, the spy who had
brought word of the presence of the enemy again sought him. As he
entered, Ling perceived that his face was the colour of a bleached linen
garment, while there came with him the odour of sickness.

ÒThereare certain matters which this person has not made known,Ó he
said, having first expresseda request that he might not be compelled to
stand while he conversed. ÒThebowmen are asan inferior kind of jackal,
and they who lead them are pigs, but this person has observed that the
Heaven-sent Commander has internal organs like steel hardened in a
white fire and polished by running water. For this reason he will narrate
to him the things he has seenÑthings at which the lesseroneswould un-
doubtedly perish in terror without offering to strike a blow.Ó

ÒSpeak,Ó said Ling, Òwithout fear and without concealment.Ó

ÒInnumbers the rebels are as three to one with the bowmen, and are,
in addition, armed with matchlocks and other weapons; this much I have
already told,Ó said the spy. ÒYesterdaythey entered the village of Ki
without resistance,as the dwellers there were all peaceablepersons,who
gain a living from the fields, and who neither understood nor troubled
about the matters between the rebels and the army. Relying on the prom-
isesmade by the rebel chiefs, the villagers even welcomed them, as they
had been assured that they came as buyers of their corn and rice. To-day
not a house stands in the street of Ki, not a person lives. The men they
slew quickly, or held for torture, as they desired at the moment; the boys
they hung from the trees as marks for their arrows. Of the women and
children this person, who has since been subject to several attacks of
fainting and vomiting, desires not to speak. The wells of Ki are filled
with the bodies of such as had the good fortune to be warned in time to
slay themselves. The cattle drag themselves from place to place on their
forefeet; the fish in the Heng-Kiang are dying, for they cannot live on
water thickened into blood. All these things this person has seen.Ó

When he had finished speaking, Ling remained in deep and funereal
thought for some time. In spite of his mild nature, the words which he
had heard filled him with an inextinguishable desire to slay in hand-to-
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hand fighting. He regretted that he had placed the decision of the matter
before Li Keen.

ÒIf only this person had a mere handful of brave and expert warriors,
he would not hesitate to fall upon those savage and barbarous charac-
ters, and either destroy them to the last one, or let his band suffer a like
fate,Ó he murmured to himself.

The return of the messengerfound him engaged in reviewing the bow-
men, and still in this mood, so that it was with a commendable feeling of
satisfaction, no less than virtuous contempt, that he learned of the
Mandarin's journey to Peking as soon as he understood that the rebels
were certainly in the neighbourhood.

ÒThewise and ornamental Li Keen is undoubtedly consistent in all
matters,Ósaid Ling, with some refined bitterness. ÒTheonly information
regarding his duties to which this person obtained from him chanced to
be a likening of war to skilful chess-play, and to this end the accom-
plished person in question has merely availed himself of a common ex-
pedient which places him at the remote side of the divine Emperor. Yet
this act is not unwelcome, for the responsibility of deciding what course
is to be adopted now clearly rests with this person. He is, as those who
are standing by may perceive, of under the usual height, and of no par-
ticular mental or bodily attainments. But he has eaten the rice of the Em-
peror, and wears the Imperial sign embroidered upon his arm. Before
him are encamped the enemies of his master and of his land, and in no
way will he turn his back upon them. Against brave and skilful men,
such as those whom this person commands, rebels of a low and de-
graded order are powerless, and are, moreover, openly forbidden to suc-
ceed by the Forty-second Mandate in the Sacred Book of Arguments.
Should it have happened that into this assembly any person of a perfidi-
ous or uncourageous nature has gained entrance by guile, and has not
been detected and driven forth by his outraged companions (as would
certainly occur if such a person were discovered), I, Ling, Commander of
Bowmen, make an especial and well-considered request that he shall be
struck by a molten thunderbolt if he turns to flight or holds thoughts of
treachery.Ó

Having thus addressed and encouraged the soldiers, Ling instructed
them that each one should cut and fashion for himself a graceful but
weighty club from among the branches of the trees around, and then re-
turn to the tents for the purpose of receiving food and rice spirit.
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When noon was passed, allowing such time as would enable him to
reach the camp of the enemy an hour before darkness, Ling arranged the
bowmen in companies of convenient numbers, and commenced the
march, sending forward spies,who were to work silently and bring back
tidings from every point. In this way he penetrated to within a single li
of the ruins of Ki, being informed by the spies that no outposts of the en-
emy were between him and that place. Here the first rest was made to
enable the more accurate and bold spies to reach them with trustworthy
information regarding the position and movements of the camp. With
little delay there returned the one who had brought the earliest tidings,
bruised and torn with his successfulhaste through the forest, but wear-
ing a complacent and well-satisfied expression of countenance. Without
hesitation or waiting to demand money before he would reveal his
knowledge, he at once disclosed that the greater part of the enemy were
rejoicing among the ruins of Ki, they having discovered there a quantity
of opium and a variety of liquids, while only a small guard remained in
the camp with their weapons ready. At these words Ling sprang from
the ground in gladness, so great was his certainty of destroying the in-
vaders utterly. It was, however, with less pleasurable emotions that he
considered how he should effect the matter, for it was in no way advis-
able to divide his numbers into two bands. Without any feeling of unen-
durable conceit, he understood that no one but himself could hold the
bowmen before an assault, however weak. In a similar manner, he de-
termined that it would be more advisable to attack those in the village
first. These he might have reasonable hopes of cutting down without
warning the camp, or, in any event, before those from the camp arrived.
To assail the camp first would assuredly, by the firing, draw upon them
those from the village, and in whatever evil state thesemight arrive, they
would, by their numbers, terrify the bowmen, who without doubt would
have suffered some loss from the matchlocks.

Waiting for the last light of day, Ling led on the men again, and send-
ing forward some of the most reliable, surrounded the place of the vil-
lage silently and without detection. In the open space, among broken
casksand other inconsiderable matters, plainly shown by the large fires
at which burned the last remains of the houses of Ki, many men moved
or lay, some already dull or in heavy sleep. As the darkness dropped
suddenly, the signal of a peacock'sshriek, three times uttered, rang forth,
and immediately a cloud of arrows, directed from all sides, poured in
among those who feasted. Seeing their foemen defencelessbefore them,
the archers neglected the orders they had received, and throwing away
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their bows they rushed in with uplifted clubs, uttering loud shouts of tri-
umph. The next moment a shot was fired in the wood, drums beat, and
in an unbelievably short space of time a small but well-armed band of
the enemy was among them. Now that all need of caution was at an end,
Ling rushed forward with raised sword, calling to his men that victory
was certainly theirs, and dealing discriminating and inspiriting blows
whenever he met a foeman. Three times he formed the bowmen into a
figure emblematic of triumph, and led them against the line of match-
locks. Twice they fell back, leaving mingled dead under the feet of the
enemy. The third time they stood firm, and Ling threw himself against
the waving rank in a noble and inspired endeavour to lead the way
through. At that moment, when a very distinguished victory seemed
within his hand, his elegant and well-constructed sword broke upon an
iron shield, leaving him defenceless and surrounded by the enemy.

ÒChiefamong the sublime virtues enjoined by the divine Confucius,Ó
began Ling, folding his arms and speaking in an unmoved voice, Òisan
intelligent submissionÑÓ but at that word he fell beneath a rain of heavy
and unquestionably well-aimed blows.
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7.

Between Si-chow and the village of Ki, in a house completely hidden
from travellers by the tall and black trees which surrounded it, lived an
aged and very wise person whose ways and manner of living had be-
come so distasteful to his neighbours that they at length agreed to regard
him asa powerful and ill-disposed magician. In this way it becamea cus-
tom that all very unseemly deeds committed by those who, in the ordin-
ary course, would not be guilty of such behaviour, should be attributed
to his influence, so that justice might be effected without persons of as-
sured respectability being put to any inconvenience. Apart from the feel-
ing which resulted from this just decision, the uncongenial person in
question had becomeexceedingly unpopular on account of certain defin-
ite actions of his own, as that of causing the greater part of Si-chow to be
burned down by secretly breathing upon the seven sacred water-jugs to
which the town owed its prosperity and freedom from fire. Furthermore,
although possessedof many taels,and able to afford such food as is to be
found upon the tables of Mandarins, he selectedfrom choice dishes of an
objectionable nature; he had been observed to eat eggs of unbecoming
freshness, and the Si-chow Official Printed Leaf made it public that he
had, on an excessively hot occasion,openly partaken of cow's milk. It is
not a matter for wonder, therefore, that when unnaturally loud thunder
was heard in the neighbourhood of Si-chow the more ignorant and cred-
ulous persons refused to continue in any description of work until cer-
tain ceremoniesconnected with rice spirit, and the adherenceto a reclin-
ing position for some hours, had been conscientiously observed as a pro-
tection against evil.

Not even the most venerable person in Si-chow could remember the
time when the magician had not lived there, and as there existed no writ-
ten record narrating the incident, it was with well-founded probability
that he was said to be incapable of death. Contrary to the most general
practice, although quite unmarried, he had adopted no son to found a
line which would worship his memory in future years, but had instead
brought up and caused to be educated in the most difficult varieties of
embroidery a young girl, to whom he referred, for want of a more suit-
able description, as the daughter of his sister, although he would admit
without hesitation, when closely questioned, that he had never pos-
sesseda sister, at the same time, however, alluding with some pride to
many illustrious brothers, who had all obtained distinction in various
employments.
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Few persons of any high position penetrated into the house of the ma-
gician, and most of these retired with inelegant haste on perceiving that
no domestic altar embellished the great hall. Indeed, not to make con-
cealment of the fact, the magician was a person who had entirely neg-
lected the higher virtues in an avaricious pursuit of wealth. In that way
all his time and a very large number of taels had been expended, testing
results by meansof the four elements,and putting together things which
had been inadequately arrived at by others. It was confidently asserted
in Si-chow that he possessedevery manner of printed leaf which had
been composed in whatsoever language, and all the most precious
charms, including many snake-skins of more than ordinary rarity, and
the fang of a black wolf which had been stung by seven scorpions.

On the death of his father the magician had becomepossessedof great
wealth, yet he contributed little to the funeral obsequiesnor did any sug-
gestion of a durable and expensive nature conveying his enlightened
name and virtues down to future times cause his face to become
gladdened. In order to preserve greater secrecyabout the enchantments
which he certainly performed, he employed only two persons within the
house,one of whom was blind and the other deaf. In this ingenious man-
ner he hoped to receive attention and yet be unobserved, the blind one
being unable to see the nature of the incantations which he undertook,
and the deaf one being unable to hear the words. In this, however, he
was unsuccessful, as the two persons always contrived to be present to-
gether, and to explain to one another the nature of the various matters af-
terwards; but as they were of somewhat deficient understanding, the cir-
cumstance was unimportant.

It was with more uneasinessthat the magician perceived one day that
the maiden whom he had adopted was no longer a child. As he desired
secrecyabove all things until he should have completed the one import-
ant matter for which he had laboured all his life, he decided with ex-
treme unwillingness to put into operation a powerful charm towards
her, which would have the effect of diminishing all her attributes until
such time as he might releaseher again. Owing to his reluctance in the
matter, however, the magic did not act fully, but only in such a way that
her feet became naturally and without binding the most perfect and
beautiful in the entire province of Hu Nan, so that ever afterwards she
was called Pan Fei Mian, in delicate referenceto that Empresswhose feet
were so symmetrical that a golden lily sprang up wherever she trod.
Afterwards the magician made no further essay in the matter, chiefly
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because he was ever convinced that the accomplishment of his desire
was within his grasp.

The rumours of armed men in the neighbourhood of Si-chow threw
the magician into an unendurable condition of despair. To lose all, as
would most assuredly happen if he had to leave his arranged rooms and
secretpreparations and take to flight, was the more bitter becausehe felt
surer than ever that successwas even standing by his side. The very
subtle liquid, which would mix itself into the component parts of the liv-
ing creature which drank it, and by an insidious and harmless processso
work that, when the spirit departed, the flesh would becomeresolved in-
to a figure of pure and solid gold of the finest quality, had engaged the
refined minds of many of the most expert individuals of remote ages.
With most of these inspired persons, however, the search had been un-
dertaken in pure-minded benevolence, their chief aim being an honour-
able desire to discover a method by which one's ancestorsmight be per-
manently and effectively preserved in a fit and becoming manner to re-
ceive the worship and veneration of posterity. Yet, in spite of these ami-
able motives, and of the fact that the magician merely desired the posses-
sion of the secret to enable him to becomeexcessivelywealthy, the affair
had been so arranged that it should come into his possession.

The matter which concerned Mian in the dark wood, when she was
only saved by the appearance of the person who is already known as
Ling, entirely removed all pleasurable emotions from the magician's
mind, and on many occasionshe stated in a definite and systematic man-
ner that he would shortly end an ignoble career which seemed to be
destined only to gloom and disappointment. In this way an important
misunderstanding arose, for when, two days later, during the sound of
matchlock firing, the magician suddenly approached the presenceof Mi-
an with an uncontrollable haste and an entire absenceof dignified de-
meanour, and fell dead at her feet without expressing himself on any
subject whatever, she deliberately judged that in this manner he had car-
ried his remark into effect, nor did the closed vessel of yellow liquid
which he held in his hand seemto lead away from this decision. In real-
ity, the magician had fallen owing to the heavy and conflicting emotions
which successhad engendered in an intellect already greatly weakened
by his continual disregard of the higher virtues; for the bottle, indeed,
contained the perfection of his entire life's study, the very expensive and
three-times purified gold liquid.

On perceiving the magician's condition, Mian at once called for the
two attendants, and directed them to bring from an inner chamber all the
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most effective curing substances,whether in the form of powder or li-
quid. When these proved useless,no matter in what way they were ap-
plied, it becameevident that there could be very little hope of restoring
the magician, yet so courageous and grateful for the benefits which she
had received from the person in question was Mian, that, in spite of the
uninviting dangers of the enterprise, she determined to journey to Ki to
invoke the assistanceof a certain person who was known to be very suc-
cessful in casting out malicious demons from the bodies of animals, and
from casksand barrels, in which they frequently took refuge, to the great
detriment of the quality of the liquid placed therein.

Not without many hidden fears, Mian set out on her journey, greatly
desiring not to be subjected to an encounter of a nature similar to the one
already recorded; for in such a caseshe could hardly again hope for the
inspired arrival of the one whom she now often thought of in secret as
the well-formed and symmetrical young sword-user. Nevertheless, an
event of equal significance was destined to prove the wisdom of the
well-known remark concerning thoughts which are occupying one's in-
tellect and the unexpected appearance of a very formidable evil spirit;
for as she passed along, quickly yet with so dignified a motion that the
moss received no impression beneath her footsteps, she becameaware of
a circumstance which caused her to stop by imparting to her mind two
definite and greatly dissimilar emotions.

In a grassy and open space,on the verge of which she stood, lay the
dead bodies of seventeenrebels, all disposed in very degraded attitudes,
which contrasted strongly with the easy and becoming position adopted
by the eighteenthÑone who bore the unmistakable emblems of the Im-
perial army. In this brave and noble-looking personageMian at once saw
her preserver, and not doubting that an inopportune and treacherous
death had overtaken him, she ran forward and raised him in her arms,
being well assured that however indiscreet such an action might appear
in the caseof an ordinary person, the most selectmaiden need not hesit-
ate to perform so honourable a service in regard to one whose virtues
had by that time undoubtedly placed him among the Three Thousand
Pure Ones.Being disturbed in this providential manner, Ling opened his
eyes, and faintly murmuring, ÒOh, sainted and adorable Koon Yam,
Goddess of Charity, intercede for me with Buddha!Ó he again lost pos-
session of himself in the Middle Air. At this remark, which plainly
proved Ling to be still alive, in spite of the fact that both the maiden and
the person himself had thoughts to the contrary, Mian found herself sur-
rounded by a variety of embarrassing circumstances, among which
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occurred a remembrance of the dead magician and the wise person at Ki
whom she had set out to summon; but on considering the various natur-
al and sublime laws which bore directly on the alternative before her, she
discovered that her plain destiny was to endeavour to restore the breath
in the person who was still alive rather than engageon the very unsatis-
factory chanceof attempting to call it back to the body from which it had
so long been absent.

Having been inspired to this conclusionÑwhich, when she later ex-
amined her mind, she found not to be repulsive to her own inner feel-
ingsÑMian returned to the house with dexterous speed, and calling to-
gether the two attendants, she endeavoured by means of signs and
drawings to explain to them what she desired to accomplish. Succeeding
in this after some delay (for the persons in question, being very illiterate
and narrow-minded, were unable at first to understand the existenceof
any recumbent male person other than the dead magician, whom they
thereupon commenced to bury in the garden with expressions of great
satisfaction at their own intelligence in comprehending Mian's meaning
so readily) they all journeyed to the wood, and bearing Ling between
them, they carried him to the house without further adventure.
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8.

It was in the month of Hot Dragon Breaths,many weeks after the fight in
the woods of Ki, that Ling again opened his eyes to find himself in an
unknown chamber, and to recognize in the one who visited him from
time to time the incomparable maiden whose life he had saved in the
cypress glade. Not a day had passed in the meanwhile on which Mian
had neglected to offer sacrifices to Chang-Chung, the deity interested in
drugs and healing substances,nor had she wavered in her firm resolve
to bring Ling back to an ordinary existence even when the attendants
had protested that the person in question might without impropriety be
sent to the Restoring Establishment of the Last Chance, so little did his
hope of recovering rest upon the efforts of living beings.

After he had beheld Mian's face and understood the circumstances of
his escapeand recovery, Ling quickly shook off the evil vapours which
had held him down so long, and presently he was able to walk slowly in
the courtyard and in the shady paths of the wood beyond, leaning upon
Mian for the support he still required.

ÒOh, graceful one,Óhe said on such an occasion, when little stood
between him and the full powers which he had known before the battle,
Òthereis a matter which has been pressing upon this person's mind for
some time past. It is as dark after light to let the thoughts dwell around
it, yet the thing itself must inevitably soon be regarded, for in this life
one's actions are for ever regulated by conditions which are neither of
one's own seeking nor within one's power of controlling.Ó

At these words all brightness left Mian's manner, for she at once un-
derstood that Ling referred to his departure, of which she herself had
lately come to think with unrestrained agitation.

ÒOh,Ling,Ó she exclaimed at length, Òmostexpert of sword-users and
most noble of men, surely never was a maiden more inelegantly placed
than the one who is now by your side. To you she owes her life, yet it is
unseemly for her even to speak of the incident; to you she must look for
protection, yet she cannot ask you to stay by her side. She is indeed
alone. The magician is dead, Ki has fallen, Ling is going, and Mian is un-
doubtedly the most unhappy and solitary person between the Wall and
the Nan Hai.Ó

ÒBelovedMian,Ó exclaimed Ling, with inspiring vehemence, Òand is
not the utterly unworthy person before you indebted to you in a double
measure that life is still within him? Is not the strength which now
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promotes him to such exceptional audacity as to aspire to your lovely
hand, of your own creating? Only encourage Ling to entertain a well-
founded hope that on his return he shall not find you partaking of the
wedding feast of some wealthy and exceptionally round-bodied
Mandarin, and this person will accomplish the journey to Canton and
back as it were in four strides.Ó

ÒOh,Ling, reflexion of my ideal, holder of my soul, it would indeed be
very disagreeable to my own feelings to make any reply save one,Ó
replied Mian, scarcely above a breath-voice. ÒGratitude alone would dir-
ect me, were it not that the great love which fills me leaves no resting-
place for any other emotion than itself. Go if you must, but return
quickly, for your absence will weigh upon Mian like a dragon-dream.Ó

ÒViolet light of my eyes,Óexclaimed Ling, Òeven in surroundings
which with the exception of the matter before us are uninspiring in the
extreme, your virtuous and retiring encouragement yet raisesme to such
a commanding eminence of demonstrative happiness that I fear I shall
become intolerably self-opinionated towards my fellow-men in
consequence.Ó

ÒSucha thing is impossible with my Ling,Ósaid Mian, with conviction.
ÒBut must you indeed journey to Canton?Ó

ÒAlas!Óreplied Ling, Ògladly would this person decide against such a
course did the matter rest with him, for as the Versessay, ÔItis needless
to apply the ram's head to the unlocked door.ÕBut Ki is demolished, the
unassuming Mandarin Li Keen has retired to Peking, and of the fortunes
of his bowmen this person is entirely ignorant.Ó

ÒSuchas survived returned to their homes,Óreplied Mian, Òand Si-
chow is safe, for the scattered and broken rebels fled to the mountains
again; so much this person has learned.Ó

ÒInthat caseSi-chow is undoubtedly safe for the time, and can be left
with prudence,Ósaid Ling. ÒIt is an unfortunate circumstance that there
is no Mandarin of authority between here and Canton who can receive
from this person a statement of past facts and give him instructions for
the future.Ó

ÒAnd what will be the nature of such instructions as will be given at
Canton?Ó demanded Mian.

ÒBy chance they may take the form of raising another company of
bowmen,Ósaid Ling, with a sigh, Òbut, indeed, if this person can obtain
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any weight by means of his past service, they will tend towards a pleas-
ant and unambitious civil appointment.Ó

ÒOh,my artless and noble-minded lover!Óexclaimed Mian, Òassuredly
a veil has been before your eyes during your residence in Canton, and
your naturally benevolent mind has turned all things into good, or you
would not thus hopefully refer to your brilliant exploits in the past. Of
what commercial benefit have they been to the sordid and miserly per-
sons in authority, or in what way have they diverted a stream of taels in-
to their insatiable pockets? Far greater is the chance that had Si-chow
fallen many of its household goods would have found their way into the
Yamensof Canton. Assuredly in Li Keen you will have a friend who will
make many delicate allusions to your ancestorswhen you meet, and yet
one who will float many barbed whispers to follow you when you have
passed;for you have planted shame before him in the eyesof those who
would otherwise neither have eyesto seenor tongues to discuss the mat-
ter. It is for such a reason that this person distrusts all things connected
with the journey, except your constancy, oh, my true and strong one.Ó

ÒSuchfaithfulness would alone be sufficient to assuremy safereturn if
the matter were properly represented to the supreme Deities,Ósaid Ling.
ÒLetnot the thin curtain of bitter water stand before your lustrous eyes
any longer, then, the events which have followed one another in the past
few days in a fashion that can only be likened to thunder following light-
ning are indeed sufficient to distress one with so refined and swan-like
an organization, but they are now assuredly at an end.Ó

ÒIt is a hope of daily recurrence to this person,Óreplied Mian, honour-
ably endeavouring to restrain the emotion which openly exhibited itself
in her eyes; Òfor what maiden would not rather make successful offer-
ings to the Great Mother Kum-Fa than have the most imposing and verb-
oseTriumphal Arch erected to commemorate an empty and unsatisfying
constancy?Ó

In this amiable manner the matter was arranged between Ling and Mi-
an, as they sat together in the magician's garden drinking peach-tea,
which the two attendantsÑnot without discriminating and significant
expressions between themselvesÑbrought to them from time to time.
Here Ling made clear the whole manner of his life from his earliest
memory to the time when he fell in dignified combat, nor did Mian with-
hold anything, explaining in particular such charms and spells of the ma-
gician as she had knowledge of, and in this graceful manner materially
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assisting her lover in the many disagreeable encounters and conflicts
which he was shortly to experience.

It was with even more objectionable feelings than before that Ling now
contemplated his journey to Canton, involving as it did the separation
from one who had becomeas the shadow of his existence,and by whose
side he had an undoubted claim to stand. Yet the necessityof the under-
taking was no less than before, and the full possessionof all his natural
powers took away his only excuse for delaying in the matter. Without
any pleasurable anticipations, therefore, he consulted the SacredFlat and
Round Sticks, and learning that the following day would be propitious
for the journey, he arranged to set out in accordance with the omen.

When the final moment arrived at which the invisible threads of con-
stantly passing emotions from one to the other must be broken, and
when Mian perceived that her lover's horse was restrained at the door by
the two attendants, who with unsuspected delicacy of feeling had taken
this opportunity of withdrawing, the noble endurance which had
hitherto upheld her melted away, and she becameinvolved in very mel-
ancholy and obscure meditations until she observed that Ling also was
quickly becoming affected by a similar gloom.

ÒAlas!Óshe exclaimed, Òhow unworthy a person I am thus to impose
upon my lord a greater burden than that which already weighs him
down! Rather ought this one to dwell upon the happiness of that day,
when, after successfully evading or overthrowing the numerous bands
of assassinswhich infest the road from here to Canton, and after escap-
ing or recovering from the many deadly pestilenceswhich invariably re-
duce that city at this seasonof the year, he shall triumphantly return. As-
suredly there is a highly-polished surface united to every action in life,
no matter how funereal it may at first appear. Indeed, there are many in-
cidents compared with which death itself is welcome, and to this end Mi-
an has reserved a farewell gift.Ó

Speaking in this manner the devoted and magnanimous maiden
placed in Ling's hands the transparent vessel of liquid which the magi-
cian had grasped when he fell. ÒThisperson,Óshe continued, speaking
with difficulty, Òplacesher lover's welfare incomparably before her own
happiness, and should he ever find himself in a situation which is unen-
durably oppressive, and from which death is the only escapeÑsuch as
inevitable tortures, the infliction of violent madness,or the subjection by
magic to the will of some designing womanÑshe begshim to accept this
means of freeing himself without regarding her anguish beyond

42



expressing a clearly defined last wish that the two persons in question
may be in the end happily reunited in another existence.Ó

Assured by this last evidence of affection, Ling felt that he had no
longer any reason for internal heaviness; his spirits were immeasurably
raised by the fragrant incenseof Mian's great devotion, and under its in-
fluence he was even able to breathe towards her a few words of similar
comfort as he left the spot and began his journey.
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9.

On entering Canton, which he successfully accomplished without any
unpleasant adventure, the marked absenceof any dignified ostentation
which had been accountable for many of Ling's misfortunes in the past,
impelled him again to reside in the same insignificant apartment that he
had occupied when he first visited the city as an unknown and unim-
portant candidate. In consequenceof this, when Ling was communicat-
ing to any person the signs by which messengersmight find him, he was
compelled to add, Òtheneighbourhood in which this contemptible per-
son resides is that officially known as Ôthemean quarter favoured by the
lower class of those who murder by treachery,ÕÓand for this reason he
was not always treated with the regard to which his attainments entitled
him, or which he would have unquestionably received had he been able
to describe himself as of Òthe partly-drained and uninfected area re-
served to Mandarins and their friends.Ó

It was with an ignoble feeling of mental distress that Ling exhibited
himself at the Chief Office of Warlike Deeds and Arrangements on the
following day; for the many disadvantageous incidents of his past life
had repeated themselves before his eyes while he slept, and the not un-
hopeful emotions which he had felt when in the inspiring presence of
Mian were now altogether absent. In spite of the fact that he reached the
office during the early gong strokes of the morning, it was not until the
withdrawal of light that he reached any person who was in a position to
speak with him on the matter, so numerous were the lesserones through
whose chambers he had to pass in the process.At length he found him-
self in the presenceof an upper one who had the appearanceof being ac-
quainted with the circumstances, and who received him with dignity,
though not with any embarrassing exhibition of respect or servility.

Ò'Thehero of the illustrious encounter beyond the walls of Si-chow,ÕÓ
exclaimed that official, reading the words from the tablet of introduction
which Ling had caused to be carried into him, and at the same time ex-
amining the person in question closely. ÒIndeed,no such one is known to
those within this office, unless the words chance to point to the cour-
teous and unassuming Mandarin Li Keen, who, however, is at this mo-
ment recovering his health at Peking, as set forth in the amiable and im-
partial report which we have lately received from him.Ó

At these words Ling plainly understood that there was little hope of
the last events becoming profitable on his account.
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ÒDid not the report to which allusion has been made bear reference to
one Ling, Commander of the Archers, who thrice led on the fighting
men, and who was finally successfulin causing the rebels to disperse to-
wards the mountains?Ó he asked, in a voice which somewhat trembled.

ÒThereis certainly referenceto one of the name you mention,Ósaid the
other; Òbut regarding the termsÑperhaps this person would better pro-
tect his own estimable time by displaying the report within your sight.Ó

With thesewords the upper one struck a gong several times, and after
receiving from an inner chamber the parchment in question, he placed it
before Ling, at the same time directing a lesserone to interpose between
it and the one who read it a large sheet of transparent substance,so that
destruction might not come to it, no matter in what way its contents af-
fected the reader. Thereon Ling perceived the following facts, very skil-
fully inscribed with the evident purpose of inducing persons to believe,
without question, that words so elegantly traced must of necessity be
truthful also.

A Benevolent Example of the Intelligent Arrangement by which
the most Worthy Persons outlive those who are Incapable.

The circumstances connected with the office of the valuable
andaccomplishedMandarin of WarlikeDeedsandArrangementsat Si-
chowhave,in recent times, beenof anything but a prepossessingor-
der.Owing to the very inadequatemethodsadoptedby thosewho earn
a livelihoodby conveyingnecessitiesfrom themoreenlightenedportions
of theEmpireto that place,it socameaboutthat for aperiodof five days
theYamenwasentirely unsuppliedwith thefins of sharksor evenwith
goatsÕeyes.To addto thepolishedMandarin's distressof mind thebar-
barousandslow-wittedrebelswhoinfest thoseparts tookthis opportun-
ity to destroythe town and mostof its inhabitants,the matter coming
about as follows:

The feebleand commonplaceperson named Ling who commands
thebowmen had but recently been elevated to that distin-
guishedpositionfrom a menialand degradedoccupation(for which, in-
deed,his stunted intellect more aptly fitted him); and being
in consequencevery greatly puffed out in self-gratification,hebecame
an easyprey to the cunning of the rebels,and allowedhimselfto bebe-
guiled into a trap, paying for this contemptiblestupidity with his life.
The town of Si-chowwas then attacked,and being in this mannerleft
defencelessthrough the weaknessÑortreacheryÑof the personLing,
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whohadcontrivedto encompasstheentiredestructionof his unyielding
company,it fell after adeterminedand irreproachableresistance;the
Mandarin Li Keenbeingtold, as,coveredwith the bloodof the foemen,
he wasdraggedaway from the thickestpart of the unequalconflict by
his followers,that hewasthe last personto leavethe town. On hisway
to Pekingwith newsof this valiant defence,theMandarin wasjoinedby
theChiefof Bowmen,whohadunderstoodandavoidedthevery obvious
snareinto whichthestagnant-mindedCommanderhadledhis followers,
in spiteof disinterestedadviceto thecontrary. For this intelligent per-
ception,and for generalnobility of conductwhenin battle,theversatile
Chiefof Bowmenis by this written paperstrongly recommendedto the
dignity of receiving the small metal Embellishment of Valour.

It hasbeensuggestedto the Mandarin Li Keenthat the bestowalof the
Crystal Button would only be a fit and graceful reward for
his indefatigableefforts to uphold the dignity of the sublimeEmperor;
but to all suchpersonstheMandarin hassternly repliedthat sucha pro-
posalwould morefitly originatefrom the renownedand valuableOffice
of WarlikeDeedsandArrangements,hewell knowingthat thewiseand
engagingpersonswhoconductthat indispensableandwell-regulatedde-
partmentaregracefullyvoraciousin their effortsto rewardmerit, even
when it is displayed,as in the casein question, by one who from
his positionwill inevitablysoonbeurgently petitioning in a likemanner
on their behalf.

When Ling had finished reading this elegantly arranged but exceed-
ingly misleading parchment, he looked up with eyes from which he
vainly endeavoured to restrain the signs of undignified emotion, and
said to the upper one:

ÒIt is difficult employment for a person to refrain from unendurable
thoughts when his unassuming and really conscientious efforts are rep-
resented in a spirit of no satisfaction, yet in this matter the very expert Li
Keen appears to have gone beyond himself; the Commander Ling, who
is herein represented as being slain by the enemy, is, indeed, the person
who is standing before you, and all the other statements are in a like
exactness.Ó

ÒTheshort-sighted individual who for some hidden desire of his own
is endeavouring to present himself as the corrupt and degraded creature
Ling, has overlooked one important circumstance,Ósaid the upper one,
smiling in a very intolerable manner, at the same time causing his head
to move slightly from side to side in the fashion of one who rebukes with
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assumed geniality; and, turning over the written paper, he displayed
upon the under side the Imperial vermilion Sign. ÒPerhaps,Óhe contin-
ued, Òtheomniscient person will still continue in his remarks, even with
the evidence of the Emperor's unerring pencil to refute him.Ó

At these words and the undoubted testimony of the red mark, which
plainly declared the whole of the written matter to be composed of truth,
no matter what might afterwards transpire, Ling understood that very
little prosperity remained with him.

ÒButthe town of Si-chow,Óhe suggested,after examining his mind; Òif
any person in authority visited the place, he would inevitably find it
standing and its inhabitants in agreeable health.Ó

ÒThepersistent person who is so assiduously occupying my intellectu-
al moments with empty words seems to be unaccountably deficient in
his knowledge of the customs of refined society and of the meaning of
the Imperial Signet,Ósaid the other, with an entire absenceof benevolent
consideration. ÒThatSi-chow has fallen and that Ling is dead are two ut-
terly uncontroversial matters truthfully recorded. If a person visited Si-
chow, he might find it rebuilt or even inhabited by those from the neigh-
bouring villages or by evil spirits taking the forms of the ones who
formerly lived there; as in a like manner, Ling might be restored to exist-
enceby magic, or his body might be found and possessedby an outcast
demon who desired to revisit the earth for a period. Such circumstances
do not in any way disturb the announcement that Si-chow has without
question fallen, and that Ling has officially ceased to live, of which
events notifications have been sent to all who are concerned in the
matters.Ó

As the upper one ceased speaking, four strokes sounded upon the
gong, and Ling immediately found himself carried into the street by the
current of both lesser and upper ones who poured forth at the signal.
The termination of this conversation left Ling in a more unenviable state
of dejection than any of the many preceding misfortunes had done, for
with enlarged inducements to possesshimself of a competent appoint-
ment he seemedto be even further removed from this attainment than he
had been at any time in his life. He might, indeed, present himself again
for the public examinations; but in order to do even that it would be ne-
cessary for him to wait almost a year, nor could he assure himself that
his efforts would again be likely to result in an equal success.Doubts
also arose within his mind of the course which he should follow in such
a case; whether to adopt a new name, involving as it would certain
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humiliation and perhaps disgrace if detection overtook his footsteps, or
still to possessthe title of one who was in a measure dead, and hazard
the likelihood of having any prosperity which he might obtain reduced
to nothing if the fact should become public.

As Ling reflected upon such details he found himself without inten-
tion before the house of a wise person who had becomevery wealthy by
advising others on all matters, but chiefly on those connected with
strange occurrences and such events as could not be settled definitely
either one way or the other until a remote period had been reached. Be-
coming assailedby a curious desire to know what manner of evils partic-
ularly attached themselves to such as were officially dead but who nev-
erthelesshad an ordinary existence,Ling placed himself before this per-
son, and after arranging the manner of reward related to him so many of
the circumstancesas were necessaryto enable a full understanding to be
reached,but at the sametime in no way betraying his own interest in the
matter.

ÒSuchinflictions are to no degree frequent,Ósaid the wise person after
he had consulted a polished sphere of the finest red jade for some time;
Òand this is in a measure to be regretted, as the hair of these per-
sonsÑprovided they die a violent death, which is invariably the
caseÑconstitutes a certain protection against being struck by falling
stars, or becoming involved in unsuccessful law cases.The persons in
question can be recognized with certainty in the public ways by the un-
natural pallor of their facesand by the general repulsiveness of their ap-
pearance, but as they soon take refuge in suicide, unless they have the
fortune to be removed previously by accident, it is an infrequent matter
that one is gratified by the sight. During their existence they are subject
to many disorders from which the generality of human beings are bene-
volently preserved; they possessno rights of any kind, and if by any
chance they are detected in an act of a seemingly depraved nature, they
are liable to judgment at the hands of the passers-by without any form
whatever, and to punishment of a more severe order than that admin-
istered to commonplace criminals. There are many other disadvantages
affecting such persons when they reach the Middle Air, of which the
chiefÑÓ

ÒThisperson is immeasurably indebted for such a clear explanation of
the position,Ó interrupted Ling, who had a feeling of not desiring to pen-
etrate further into the detail; Òbut as he perceives a line of anxious ones
eagerly waiting at the door to obtain advice and consolation from so
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expert and amiable a wizard, he will not make himself uncongenial any
longer with his very feeble topics of conversation.Ó

By this time Ling plainly comprehended that he had been marked out
from the beginningÑperhaps for all the knowledge which he had to the
opposite effect, from a period in the life of a far-removed ancestorÑto be
an object of marked derision and the victim of all manner of malevolent
demons in whatever actions he undertook. In this condition of under-
standing his mind turned gratefully to the parting gift of Mian whom he
had now no hope of possessing;for the intolerable thought of uniting her
to so objectionable a being as himself would have been dismissed as ut-
terly inelegant even had he been in a manner of living to provide for her
adequately, which itself seemedclearly impossible. Disregarding all sim-
ilar emotions, therefore, he walked without pausing to his abode, and
stretching his body upon the rushes, drank the entire liquid unhesitat-
ingly, and prepared to pass beyond with a tranquil mind entirely given
up to thoughts and images of Mian.
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10.

Upon a certain occasion, the particulars of which have already been re-
corded, Ling had judged himself to have passed into the form of a spirit
on beholding the ethereal form of Mian bending over him. After swal-
lowing the entire liquid, which had cost the dead magician so much to
distil and make perfect, it was with a well-assured determination of nev-
er again awakening that he lost the outward sensesand floated in the
Middle Air, so that when his eyesnext opened upon what seemedto be
the bare walls of his own chamber, his first thought was a natural convic-
tion that the matter had beenso arranged either out of a charitable desire
that he should not be overcome by a too sudden transition to unpar-
alleled splendour, or that such a reception was the outcome of some dig-
nified jest on the part of certain lesser and more cheerful spirits. After
waiting in one position for several hours, however, and receiving no
summons or manifestation of a celestial nature, he began to doubt the
qualities of the liquid, and applying certain tests, he soon ascertained
that he was still in the lower world and unharmed. Nevertheless, this cir-
cumstance did not tend in any way to depress his mind, for, doubtless
owing to some hidden virtue of the fluid, he felt an enjoyable emotion
that he still lived; all his attributes appeared to be purified, and he exper-
ienced an inspired certainty of feeling that an illustrious and highly-re-
munerative future lay before one who still had an ordinary existence
after being both officially killed and self-poisoned.

In this intelligent disposition thoughts of Mian recurred to him with
unreproved persistence,and in order to convey to her an account of the
various matters which had engaged him since his arrival at the city, and
a well-considered declaration of the unchanged state of his own feelings
towards her, he composed and despatched with impetuous haste the fol-
lowing delicate verses:

Constancy

About the walls and gates of Canton
Are many pleasing and entertaining maidens;
Indeed, in the eyes of their friends and of the passers-by
Some of them are exceptionally adorable.
The person who is inscribing these lines, however,
Seesbefore him, as it were, an assemblageof deformed and un-
prepossessing hags,
Venerable in age and inconsiderable in appearance;
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For the dignified and majestic image of Mian is ever before him,
Making all others very inferior.

Within the houses and streets of Canton
Hang many bright lanterns.
The ordinary person who has occasion to walk by night
Professes to find them highly lustrous.
But there is one who thinks contrary facts,
And when he goes forth he carries two long curved poles
To prevent him from stumbling among the dark and hidden
places;
For he has gazed into the brilliant and pellucid orbs of Mian,
And all other lights are dull and practically opaque.

In various parts of the literary quarter of Canton
Reside such as spend their time in inward contemplation.
In spite of their generally uninviting exteriors
Their reflexions are often of a very profound order.
Yet the unpopular and persistently-abused Ling
Would unhesitatingly prefer his own thoughts to theirs,
For what makes this person's thoughts far more pleasing
Is that they are invariably connected with the virtuous
and ornamental Mian.

Becoming very amiably disposed after this agreeableoccupation, Ling
surveyed himself at the disc of polished metal, and observed with sur-
prise and shame the rough and uninviting condition of his person. He
had, indeed, although it was not until some time later that he became
aware of the circumstance, slept for five days without interruption, and
it need not therefore be a matter of wonder or of reproach to him that his
smooth surfaces had become covered with short hair. Reviling himself
bitterly for the appearance which he conceived he must have exhibited
when he conducted his business,and to which he now in part attributed
his ill-success, Ling went forth without delay, and quickly discovering
one of those who remove hair publicly for a very small sum, he placed
himself in the chair, and directed that his face, arms, and legs should be
denuded after the manner affected by the ones who make a practice of
observing the most recent customs.

ÒDid the illustrious individual who is now conferring distinction on
this really worn-out chair by occupying it express himself in favour of
having the face entirely denuded?Ódemanded the one who conducted
the operation; for these persons have become famous for their elegant
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and persistent ability to discourse, and frequently assume ignorance in
order that they themselves may make reply, and not for the purpose of
gaining knowledge. ÒNow, in the objectionable opinion of this unintelli-
gent person, who has a presumptuous habit of offering his very undesir-
able advice, a slight covering on the upper lip, delicately arranged and
somewhat fiercely pointed at the extremities, would bestow an appear-
ance ofÑhow shall this illiterate person explain him-
self?Ñdignity?Ñmatured reflexion?Ñdoubtless the accomplished noble-
man before me will understand what is intended with a more knife-like
accuracy than this person can describe itÑbut confer that highly desir-
able effect upon the face of which at present it is entirely destituteÉ
ÔEntirelydenuded?ÕThen without fail it shall certainly be so, O incom-
parable personageÉ Does the versatile Mandarin now present profess
any concern as to the condition of the rice plants?É Indeed, the remark
is an inspired one; the subject is totally devoid of interest to a person of
intelligence É A remarkable and gravity-removing event transpired
within the notice of this unassuming person recently. A discriminating
individual had purchased from him a portion of his justly renowned
Thrice-extracted Essenceof Celestial Herb OilÑa preparation which in
this experienced person's opinion, indeed, would greatly relieve the un-
doubted afflictions from which the one before him is evidently suffer-
ingÑwhen after once anointing himselfÑÓ

A lengthy period containing no words caused Ling, who had in the
meantime closed his eyes and lost Canton and all else in delicate
thoughts of Mian, to look up. That which met his attention on doing so
filled him with an intelligent wonder, for the person before him held in
his hand what had the appearanceof a tuft of bright yellow hair, which
shone in the light of the sun with a most engaging splendour, but which
he nevertheless regarded with a most undignified expression of confu-
sion and awe.

ÒIllustrious demon,Óhe cried at length, kow-towing very respectfully,
Òhavethe extreme amiablenessto be of a benevolent disposition, and do
not take an unworthy and entirely unremunerative revenge upon this
very unimportant person for failing to detect and honour you from the
beginning.Ó

ÒSuch words indicate nothing beyond an excess of hemp spirit,Ó
answered Ling, with signs of displeasure. ÒTogain my explicit esteem,
make me smooth without delay, and do not exhibit before me the lock of
hair which, from its colour and appearance, has evidently adorned the
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head of one of those maidens whose duty it is to quench the thirst of
travellers in the long narrow rooms of this city.Ó

ÒMajesticand anonymous spirit,Ó said the other, with extreme rever-
ence,and an entire absenceof the appearanceof one who had gazed into
too many vessels,Òif such be your plainly-expressed desire, this superfi-
cial person will at once proceed to make smooth your peach-like skin,
and with a carefulness inspired by the certainty that the most unimport-
ant wound would give forth liquid fire, in which he would undoubtedly
perish. Nevertheless, he desires to make it evident that this hair is from
the head of no maiden, being, indeed, the uneven termination of your
own sacred pigtail, which this excessively self-confident slave took the
inexcusable liberty of removing, and which changed in this manner
within his hand in order to administer a fit reproof for his intolerable
presumption.Ó

Impressed by the mien and unquestionable earnestnessof the remover
of hair, Ling took the matter which had occasioned these various emo-
tions in his hand and examined it. His amazement was still greater when
he perceived thatÑin spite of the fact that it presented every appearance
of having beencut from his own personÑnone of the qualities of hair re-
mained in it; it was hard and wire-like, possessing, indeed, both the
nature and the appearance of a metal.

As he gazed fixedly and with astonishment, there came back into the
remembrance of Ling certain obscure and little-understood facts connec-
ted with the limitless wealth possessed by the Yellow EmperorÑof
which the great gold life-like image in the Temple of Internal Symmetry
at Peking alone bears witness nowÑand of his lost secret. Many very
forcible prophecies and omens in his own earlier life, of which the ren-
dering and accomplishment had hitherto seemedto be dark and incom-
plete, passedbefore him, and various matters which Mian had related to
him concerning the habits and speechof the magician took definite form
within his mind. Deeply impressed by the exact manner in which all
these circumstances fitted together, one into another, Ling rewarded the
person before him greatly beyond his expectation, and hurried without
delay to his own chamber.
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11.

For many hours Ling remained in his room, examining in his mind all
passages,either in his own life or in the lives of others, which might by
any chancehave influence on the event before him. In this thorough way
he becameassured that the competition and its results, his journey to Si-
chow with the encounter in the cypress wood, the flight of the incapable
and treacherous Mandarin, and the battle of Ki, were all, down to the
matter of the smallest detail, parts of a symmetrical and complete
scheme, tending to his present condition. Cheered and upheld by this
proof of the fact that very able deities were at work on his behalf, he
turned his intellect from the entrancing subject to a contemplation of the
manner in which his condition would enable him to frustrate the unin-
ventive villainies of the obstinate person Li Keen, and to provide a suit-
able house and mode of living to which he would be justified in introdu-
cing Mian, after adequate marriage ceremonies had been observed
between them. In this endeavour he was lesssuccessfulthan he had ima-
gined would be the case,for when he had first fully understood that his
body was of such a substancethat nothing was wanting to transmute it
into fine gold but the absenceof the living spirit, he had naturally, and
without deeply examining the detail, assumed that so much gold might
be considered to be in his possession. Now, however, a very definite
thought arose within him that his own wishes and interests would have
beenbetter secured had the benevolent spirits who undertook the matter
placed the secretwithin his knowledge in such a way as to enable him to
administer the fluid to some very heavy and inexpensive animal, so that
the issue which seemed inevitable before the enjoyment of the riches
could be entered upon should not have touched his own comfort so
closely. To a person of Ling's refined imagination it could not fail to be a
subject of internal reproach that while he would become the most pre-
cious dead body in the world, his value in life might not be very honour-
ably placed even by the most complimentary one who should require his
services. Then came the thought, which, however degraded, he found
himself unable to put quite beyond him, that if in the meantime he were
able to gain a sufficiency for Mian and himself, even her pure and delic-
ate love might not be able to bear so offensive a test as that of seeinghim
grow old and remain intolerably healthyÑperhaps with advancing years
actually becoming lighter day by day, and thereby lessening in value be-
fore her eyesÑwhen the natural infirmities of ageand the presenceof an
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ever-increasing posterity would make even a moderate amount of taels
of inestimable value.

No doubt remained in Ling's mind that the processof frequently mak-
ing smooth his surfaceswould yield an amount of gold enough to suffice
for his own needs,but a brief consideration of the matter convinced him
that this source would be inadequate to maintain an entire household
even if he continually denuded himself to an almost ignominious extent.
As he fully weighed these varying chances the certainty became more
clear to him with every thought that for the virtuous enjoyment of
Mian's society one great sacrifice was required of him. This act, it seemed
to be intimated, would without delay provide for an affluent and lengthy
future, and at the same time would influence all the spiritsÑeven those
who had been hitherto evilly-disposed towards himÑin such a manner
that his enemies would be removed from his path by a process which
would expose them to public ridicule, and he would be assured in
founding an illustrious and enduring line. To accomplish this success-
fully necessitatedthe loss of at least the greater part of one entire mem-
ber, and for some time the disadvantages of going through an existence
with only a single leg or arm seemedmore than a sufficient price to pay
even for the definite advantageswhich would be made over to him in re-
turn. This unworthy thought, however, could not long withstand the
memory of Mian's steadfastand high-minded affection, and the certainty
of her enlightened gladness at his return even in the imperfect condition
which he anticipated. Nor was there absent from his mind a dimly-un-
derstood hope that the matter did not finally rest with him, but that
everything which he might be inspired to do was in reality only a por-
tion of the complete and arranged system into which he had beendrawn,
and in which his part had been assigned to him from the beginning
without power for him to deviate, no matter how much to the contrary
the thing should appear.

As no advantage would be gained by making any delay, Ling at once
sought the most favourable means of putting his resolution into practice,
and after many skilful and insidious inquiries he learnt of an accom-
plished person who made a consistent habit of cutting off limbs which
had become troublesome to their possessorseither through accident or
disease.Furthermore, he was said to be of a sincere and charitable dis-
position, and many persons declared that on no occasion had he been
known to make use of the helpless condition of those who visited him in
order to extort money from them.
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Coming to the ill-considered conclusion that he would be able to con-
ceal within his own breast the true reason for the operation, Ling placed
himself before the person in question, and exhibited the matter to him so
that it would appear as though his desires were promoted by the pres-
enceof a small but persistent sprite which had taken its abode within his
left thigh, and there resisted every effort of the most experienced wise
persons to induce it to come forth again. Satisfied with this explanation
of the necessity of the deed, the one who undertook the matter pro-
ceeded,with Ling's assistance,to sharpen his cutting instruments and to
heat the hardening irons; but no sooner had he made a shallow mark to
indicate the lines which his knife should take, than his subtle observation
at once showed him that the facts had been represented to him in a
wrong sense,and that his visitor, indeed, was composed of no common
substance.Being of a gentle and forbearing disposition, he did not mani-
fest any indication of rage at the discovery, but amiably and unassum-
ingly pointed out that such a course was not respectful towards himself,
and that, moreover, Ling might incur certain well-defined and highly
undesirable maladies as a punishment for the deception.

Overcome with remorse at deceiving so courteous and noble-minded a
person, Ling fully explained the circumstances to him, not even conceal-
ing from him certain facts which related to the actions of remote ancest-
ors, but which, nevertheless,appeared to have influenced the succession
of events. When he had made an end of the narrative, the other said:

ÒBehold now, it is truly remarked that every Mandarin has three
hands and every soldier a like number of feet, yet it is a saying which is
rather to be regarded as manifesting the deep wisdom and discrimina-
tion of the speaker than as an actual fact which can be taken advantage
of when one is so mindedÑleast of all by so valiant a Commander as the
one before me, who has clearly proved that in time of battle he has ex-
actly reversed the position.Ó

ÒTheloss would undoubtedly be of considerable inconvenience occa-
sionally,Óadmitted Ling, Òyetnone the lessthe sageremark of Huai Mei-
shan, ÔWhenactually in the embrace of a voracious and powerful wild
animal, the desirability of leaving a limb is not a matter to be subjected to
lengthy consideration,Õis undoubtedly a valuable guide for general con-
duct. This person has endured many misfortunes and suffered many in-
justices; he has known the wolf-gnawings of great hopes, which have
withered and daily grown less when the difficulties of maintaining an
honourable and illustrious career have unfolded themselves within his
sight. Before him still lie the attractions of a moderate competency to be
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shared with the one whose absencewould make even the Upper Region
unendurable, and after having this entrancing future once shattered by
the tiger-like cupidity of a depraved and incapable Mandarin, he is de-
termined to welcome even the sacrifice which you condemn rather than
let the opportunity vanish through indecision.Ó

ÒIt is not an unworthy or abandoned decision,Ósaid the one whose aid
Ling had invoked, Ònora matter in which this person would refrain from
taking part, were there no other and more agreeablemeans by which the
same results may be attained. A circumstance has occurred within this
superficial person's mind, however: A brother of the one who is address-
ing you is by profession one of those who purchase large undertakings
for which they have not the money to pay, and who thereupon by vari-
ous expedients gain the ear of the thrifty, enticing them by fair offers of
return to entrust their savings for the purpose of paying off the debt.
Thesepersons are ever on the watch for transactions by which they inev-
itably prosper without incurring any obligation, and doubtless my broth-
er will be able to gather a just share of the value of your highly-remuner-
ative body without submitting you to the insufferable annoyance of los-
ing a great part of it prematurely.Ó

Without clearly understanding how so inviting an arrangement could
be effected, the manner of speaking was exceedingly alluring to Ling's
mind, perplexed as he had become through weighing and considering
the various attitudes of the entire matter. To receive a certain and suffi-
cient sum of money without his person being in any way mutilated
would be a satisfactory, but as far as he had been able to observe an un-
approachable, solution to the difficulty. In the mind of the amiable per-
son with whom he was conversing, however, the accomplishment did
not appear to be surrounded by unnatural obstacles, so that Ling was
content to leave the entire design in his hands, after stating that he
would again present himself on a certain occasion when it was asserted
that the brother in question would be present.

So internally lightened did Ling feel after this inspiring conversation,
and so confident of a speedy successhad the obliging person's words
made him become, that for the first time since his return to Canton he
was able to take an intellectual interest in the pleasures of the city. Be-
coming aware that the celebrated play entitled ÒThePrecious Lamp of
Spotted Butterfly TempleÓ was in process of being shown at the Tea
Garden of Rainbow Lights and Voices, he purchased an entrance, and
after passing several hours in this conscientious enjoyment, returned to
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his chamber, and passeda night untroubled by any manifestations of an
unpleasant nature.
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12.

Chang-ch'un, the brother of the one to whom Ling had applied in his de-
termination, was confidently stated to be one of the richest persons in
Canton. So great was the number of enterprises in which he had posses-
sions, that he himself was unable to keep an account of them, and it was
asserted that upon occasions he had run through the streets, crying
aloud that such an undertaking had been the subject of most inferior and
uninviting dreams and omens (a custom observed by those who wish a
venture ill), whereas upon returning and consulting his written parch-
ments, it becameplain to him that he had indulged in a very objection-
able exhibition, as he himself was the person most interested in the suc-
cessof the matter. Far from discouraging him, however, such incidents
tended to his advantage, as he could consistently point to them in proof
of his unquestionable commercial honourableness,and in this way many
persons of all classes,not only in Canton, or in the Province, but all over
the Empire, would unhesitatingly entrust money to be placed in under-
takings which he had purchased and was willing to describe asÒofmuch
good.Ó A certain class of printed leavesÑthose in which Chang-ch'un
did not insert purchased mentions of his forthcoming ventures or verses
recording his virtues (in return for buying many examples of the printed
leaf containing them)Ñtook frequent occasionof reminding persons that
Chang-ch'un owed the beginning of his prosperity to finding a written
parchment connected with a Mandarin of exalted rank and a low caste
attendant at the Ti-i tea-house among the paper heaps, which it was at
that time his occupation to assort into various departments according to
their quality and commercial value. Such printed leaves freely and un-
hesitatingly predicted that the day on which he would publicly lose face
was incomparably nearer than that on which the Imperial army would
receive its back pay, and in a quaint and gravity-removing manner ad-
vised him to protect himself against an obscure but inevitable poverty by
learning the accomplishment of chair-carryingÑan occupation for which
his talents and achievements fitted him in a high degree, they remarked.

In spite of theseevilly intentioned remarks, and of illustrations repres-
enting him as being bowstrung for treacherous killing, being seized in
the action of secretly conveying money from passers-by to himself and
other similar annoying referencesto his private life, Chang-ch'un did not
fail to prosper, and his undertakings succeeded to such an extent that
without inquiry into the detail many persons were content to describe as
Ògold-linedÓanything to which he affixed his sign, and to hazard their
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savings for staking upon the ventures. In all other departments of life
Chang was equally successful; his chief wife was the daughter of one
who stood high in the Emperor's favour; his repast table was never un-
supplied with sea-snails, ratsÕtongues, or delicacies of an equally ex-
pensive nature, and it was confidently maintained that there was no offi-
cial in Canton, not even putting aside the Taotai, who dare neglect to
fondle Chang's hand if he publicly offered it to him for that purpose.

It was at the most illustrious point of his existenceÑat the time, in-
deed, when after purchasing without money the renowned and
proficient charm-water Ho-Ko for a million taels, he had sold it again for
tenÑthat Chang was informed by his brother of the circumstances con-
nected with Ling. After becoming specially assured that the matter was
indeed such as it was represented to be, Chang at once discerned that the
venture was of too certain and profitable a nature to be put before those
who entrusted their money to him in ordinary and doubtful cases.He ac-
cordingly called together certain persons whom he was desirous of obli-
ging, and informing them privately and apart from business terms that
the opportunity was one of exceptional attractiveness,he placed the facts
before them. After displaying a number of diagrams bearing upon the
mater, he proposed that they should form an enterprise to be called ÒThe
Ling (After Death) Without Much Risk Assembly.ÓThe manner of con-
ducting this undertaking he explained to be asfollows: The body of Ling,
whenever the spirit left it, should become as theirs to be used for profit.
For this benefit they would pay Ling fifty thousand taels when the un-
derstanding was definitely arrived at, five thousand taels eachyear until
the matter ended, and when that period arrived another fifty thousand
taels to persons depending upon him during his life. Having stated the
figure business, Chang-ch'un put down his written papers, and causing
his face to assume the look of irrepressible but dignified satisfaction
which it was his custom to wear on most occasions,and especially when
he had what appeared at first sight to be evil news to communicate to
public assemblagesof those who had entrusted money to his ventures,
he proceeded to disclose the advantages of such a system. At the ex-
treme, he said, the amount which they would be required to pay would
be two hundred and fifty thousand taels; but this was in reality a very
misleading view of the circumstance, as he would endeavour to show
them. For one detail, he had allotted to Ling thirty years of existence,
which was the extreme amount according to the calculations of those
skilled in such prophecies; but, as they were all undoubtedly aware, per-
sonsof very expert intellects were known to enjoy a much shorter period
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of life than the gross and ordinary, and as Ling was clearly one of the
former, by the fact of his contriving so ingenious a method of enriching
himself, they might with reasonable foresight rely upon his departing
when half the period had been attained; in that way seventy-five thou-
sand taels would be restored to them, for every year represented a sav-
ing of five thousand. Another agreeable contemplation was that of the
last sum, for by such a time they would have arrived at the most pleasur-
able part of the enterprise: a million taelsÕworth of pure gold would be
displayed before them, and the question of the final fifty thousand could
be disposed of by cutting off an arm or half a leg. Whether they adopted
that course, or decided to increase their fortunes by exposing so excep-
tional and symmetrical a wonder to the public gaze in all the principal
cities of the Empire, was a circumstance which would have to be ex-
amined within their minds when the time approached. In such a way the
detail of purchase stood revealed as only fifty thousand taels in reality, a
sum so despicably insignificant that he had internal pains at mentioning
it to so wealthy a group of Mandarins, and he had not yet made clear to
them that each year they would receive gold to the amount of almost a
thousand taels. This would be the result of Ling making smooth his sur-
faces,and it would enable them to know that the person in question ac-
tually existed, and to keep the circumstances before their intellects.

When Chang-Ch'un had made the various facts clear to this extent,
those who were assembledexpressedtheir feelings as favourably turned
towards the project, provided the tests to which Ling was to be put
should prove encouraging, and a secureand intelligent understanding of
things to be done and not to be done could be arrived at between them.
To this end Ling was brought into the chamber, and fixing his thoughts
steadfastly upon Mian, he permitted portions to be cut from various
parts of his body without betraying any signs of ignoble agitation. No
sooner had the pieces been separated and the virtue of Ling's existence
passedfrom them than they changed colour and hardened, nor could the
most delicate and searching trials to which they were exposed by a skil-
ful worker in metals, who was obtained for the purpose, disclose any
particular, however minute, in which they differed from the finest gold.
The hair, the nails, and the teeth were similarly affected, and even Ling's
blood dried into a fine gold powder. This detail of the trial being success-
fully completed, Ling subjected himself to intricate questioning on all
matters connected with his religion and manner of conducting himself,
both in public and privately, the history and behaviour of his ancestors,
the various omens and remarkable sayings which had reference to his
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life and destiny, and the intentions which he then possessedregarding
his future movements and habits of living. All the wise sayings and writ-
ten and printed leaves which made any allusion to the existenceof and
possibility of discovery of the wonderful gold fluid were closely ex-
amined, and found to be in agreement, whereupon those present made
no further delay in admitting that the facts were indeed as they had been
described, and indulged in a dignified stroking of eachother's facesasan
expression of pleasure and in proof of their satisfaction at taking part in
so entrancing and remunerative an affair. At Chang's command many
rare and expensive wines were then brought in, and partaken of without
restraint by all persons, the repast being lightened by numerous well-
considered and gravity-removing jests having reference to Ling and the
unusual composition of his person. So amiably were the hours occupied
that it was past the time of no light when Chang rose and read at full
length the statement of things to be done and things not to be done,
which was to be sealed by Ling for his part and the other persons who
were present for theirs. It so happened, however, that at that period
Ling's mind was filled with brilliant and versatile thoughts and images
of Mian, and many-hued visions of the manner in which they would
spend the entrancing future which was now before them, and in this
way it chanced that he did not give any portion of his intellect to the
reading, mistaking it, indeed, for a delicate and very ably-composed set
of verses which Chang-ch'un was reciting as a formal blessing on part-
ing. Nor was it until he was desired to affix his sign that Ling discovered
his mistake, and being of too respectful and unobtrusive a disposition to
require the matter to be repeated then, he carried out the obligation
without in any particular understanding the written words to which he
was agreeing.

As Ling walked through the streets to his chamber after leaving the
house and company of Chang-Ch'un, holding firmly among his gar-
ments the thin printed papers to the amount of fifty thousand taels
which he had received, and repeatedly speaking to himself in terms of
general and specific encouragement at the fortunate events of the past
few days, he becameaware that a person of mean and rapacious appear-
ance, whom he had some memory of having observed within the resid-
encehe had but just left, was continually by his side. Not at first doubt-
ing that the circumstance resulted from a benevolent desire on the part
of Chang-ch'un that he should be protected on his passagethrough the
city, Ling affected not to observe the incident; but upon reaching his own
door the person in question persistently endeavoured to pass in also.
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Forming a fresh judgment about the matter, Ling, who was very power-
fully constructed, and whose natural instincts were enhanced in every
degree by the potent fluid of which he had lately partaken, repeatedly
threw him across the street until he became weary of the diversion. At
length, however, the thought arose that one who patiently submitted to
continually striking the opposite houses with his head must have
something of importance to communicate, whereupon he courteously in-
vited him to enter the apartment and unweigh his mind.

ÒThefacts of the caseappear to have beensomewhat inadequately rep-
resented,Ósaid the stranger, bowing obsequiously, Òforthis unornament-
al person was assured by the benignant Chang-ch'un that the one whose
shadow he was to become was of a mild and forbearing nature.Ó

ÒSuchwords are as the conversation of birds to me,Óreplied Ling, not
conjecturing how the matter had fallen about. ÒThisperson has just left
the presence of the elegant and successful Chang-ch'un, and no word
that he spoke gave indication of such a follower or such a service.Ó

ÒThenit is indeed certain that the various transactions have not been
fully understood,Óexclaimed the other, Òfor the exact communication to
this unseemly one was, ÔThevaluable and enlightened Ling has heard
and agreed to the different things to be done and not to be done, one
phrase of which arranges for your continual presence,so that he will an-
ticipate your attentions.ÕÓ

At thesewords the truth becameasdaylight before Ling's eyes,and he
perceived that the written paper to which he had affixed his sign con-
tained the detail of such an office as that of the person before him. When
too late, more than ever did he regret that he had not formed some pre-
text for causing the document to be read a second time, as in view of his
immediate intentions such an arrangement as the one to which he had
agreed had every appearanceof becoming of an irksome and perplexing
nature. Desiring to know the length of the attendant's commands, Ling
asked him for a clear statement of his duties, feigning that he had missed
that portion of the reading through a momentary attack of the giddy
sickness.To this request the stranger, who explained that his name was
Wang, instantly replied that his written and spoken orders were: never
to permit more than an arm's length of space to separate them; to pre-
vent, by whatever force was necessary for the purpose, all attempts at
evading the things to be done and not to be done, and to ignore as of no
interest all other circumstances. It seemed to Ling, in consequence,that
little seclusion would be enjoyed unless an arrangement could be
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effected between Wang and himself; so to this end, after noticing the
evident poverty and covetousness of the person in question, he made
him an honourable offer of frequent rewards, provided a greater dis-
tance was allowed to come between them as soon as Si-chow was
reached. On his side, Ling undertook not to break through the wording
of the things to be done and not to be done, and to notify to Wang any
movements upon which he meditated. In this reputable manner the
obstacle was ingeniously removed, and the intelligent nature of the
device was clearly proved by the fact that not only Ling but Wang also
had in the future a much greater liberty of action than would have been
possible if it had been necessary to observe the short-sighted and
evidently hastily-thought-of condition which Chang-ch'un had endeav-
oured to impose.

64



13.

In spite of his natural desire to return to Mian as quickly as possible,
Ling judged it expedient to give several days to the occupation of pur-
chasing apparel of the richest kinds, weapons and armour in large
quantities, jewels and ornaments of worked metals and other objects to
indicate his changed position. Nor did he neglect actions of a pious and
charitable nature, for almost his first care was to arrange with the chief
ones at the Temple of Benevolent Intentions that each year, on the day
corresponding to that on which he drank the gold fluid, a sumptuous
and well-constructed coffin should be presented to the most deserving
poor and aged person within that quarter of the city in which he had
resided. When these preparations were completed, Ling set out with an
extensive train of attendants; but riding on before, accompanied only by
Wang, he quickly reached Si-chow without adventure.

The meeting between Ling and Mian was affecting to such an extent
that the blind and deaf attendants wept openly without reproach, not-
withstanding the fact that neither could become possessedof more than
a half of the occurrence. Eagerly the two reunited ones examined each
other's features to discover whether the separation had brought about
any change in the beloved and well-remembered lines. Ling discovered
upon Mian the shadow of an anxious care at his absence,while the dis-
appointments and trials which Ling had experienced in Canton had left
traces which were plainly visible to Mian's penetrating gaze. In such an
entrancing occupation the time was to them without hours until a feeling
of hunger recalled them to lesser matters, when a variety of very select
foods and liquids was placed before them without delay. After this eleg-
ant repast had been partaken of, Mian, supporting herself upon Ling's
shoulder, made a request that he would disclose to her all the matters
which had come under his observation both within the city and during
his journey to and from that place. Upon this encouragement, Ling pro-
ceededto unfold his mind, not withholding anything which appeared to
be of interest, no matter how slight. When he had reached Canton
without any perilous adventure, Mian breathed more freely; as he recor-
ded the interview at the Office of Warlike Deeds and Arrangements, she
trembled at the insidious malignity of the evil person Li Keen. The con-
versation with the wise reader of the future concerning the various states
of such as be officially dead almost threw her into the rigid sickness,
from which, however, the wonderful circumstance of the discovered
properties of the gold fluid quickly recalled her. But to Ling's great
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astonishment no sooner had he made plain the exceptional advantages
which he had derived from the circumstances,and the nature of the un-
dertaking at which he had arrived with Chang-ch'un, than she becamea
prey to the most intolerable and unrestrained anguish.

ÒOh, my devoted but excessively ill-advised lover,Ó she exclaimed
wildly, and in tones which clearly indicated that she was inspired by
every variety of affectionate emotion, Òhasthe unendurable position in
which you and all your household will be placed by the degrading com-
mercial schemes and instincts of the mercenary-souled person Chang-
ch'un occupied no place in your generally well-regulated intellect?
Inevitably will those who drink our almond tea, in order to have an op-
portunity of judging the value of the appointments of the house, passthe
jesting remark that while the Lings assuredly have Ôadead person's
bones in the secretchamber,Õat the present they will not have one in the
family graveyard by reason of the death of Ling himself. Better to lose a
thousand limbs during life than the entire person after death; nor would
your adoring Mian hesitate to clasp proudly to her organ of affection the
veriest trunk that had parted with all its attributes in a noble and sacrifi-
cing endeavour to preserve at least some dignified proportions to embel-
lish the Ancestral Temple and to receive the worship of posterity.Ó

ÒAlas!Óreplied Ling, with extravagant humiliation, Òit is indeed true;
and this person is degraded beyond the common lot of those who break
images and commit thefts from sacredplaces.The side of the transaction
which is at present engaging our attention never occurred to this superfi-
cial individual until now.Ó

ÒWiseand incomparable one,Ósaid Mian, in no degree able to restrain
the fountains of bitter water which clouded her delicate and expressive
eyes, Òin spite of this person's biting and ungracious words do not, she
makes a formal petition, doubt the deathless strength of her affection.
Cheerfully, in order to avert the matter in question, or even to save her
lover the anguish of unavailing and soul-eating remorse, would she con-
sign herself to a badly-constructed and slow-consuming fire or expose
her body to various undignified tortures. Happy are those even to whom
is left a little ash to be placed in a precious urn and diligently guarded,
for it, in any event, truly represents all that is left of the once living per-
son, whereas after an honourable and spotless existence my illustrious
but unthinking lord will be blended with a variety of baser substances
and passedfrom hand to hand, his immaculate organs serving to reward
murderers for their deeds and to tempt the weak and vicious to all man-
ner of unmentionable crimes.Ó
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So overcome was Ling by the distressing nature of the oversight he
had permitted that he could find no words with which to comfort Mian,
who, after some moments, continued:

ÒThereare even worse visions of degradation which occur to this per-
son. By chance,that which was once the noble-minded Ling may be dis-
posed of, not to the Imperial Treasury for converting into pieces of ex-
change,but to some undiscriminating worker in metals who will fashion
out of his beautiful and symmetrical stomach an elegant food-dish, so
that from the ultimate developments of the circumstance may arise the
fact that his own descendants, instead of worshipping him, use his in-
ternal organs for this doubtful if not absolutely unclean purpose, and
thereby suffer numerous well-merited afflictions, to the end that the
finally-despised Ling and this discredited person, instead of founding a
vigorous and prolific generation, become the parents of a line of feeble-
minded and physically-depressed lepers.Ó

ÒOh, my peacock-eyed one!Ó exclaimed Ling, in immeasurable dis-
tress, Òso proficient an exhibition of virtuous grief crushes this mis-
guided person completely to the ground. Rather would he uncomplain-
ingly lose his pigtail thanÑÓ

ÒSucha course,Ósaid a discordant voice, as the unpresentable person
Wang stepped forth from behind a hanging curtain, where, indeed, he
had stood concealedduring the entire conversation, Òisespecially forbid-
den by the twenty-third detail of the things to be done and not to be
done.Ó

ÒWhatnew adversity is this?Ócried Mian, pressing to Ling with a still
closer embrace. ÒHaving disposed of your incomparable body after
death, surely an adequate amount of liberty and seclusion remains to us
during life.Ó

ÒNevertheless,Óinterposed the dog-like Wang, Òtherefined person in
question must not attempt to lose or to dispose of his striking and in-
valuable pigtail; for by such an action he would be breaking through his
spoken and written word whereby he undertook to be ruled by the
things to be done and not to be done; and he would also be robbing the
ingenious-minded Chang-ch'un.Ó

ÒAlas!Ólamented the unhappy Ling, Òthat which appeared to be the
end of all this person's troubles is obviously simply the commencement
of a new and more extensive variety. Understand, O conscientious but
exceedingly inopportune Wang, that the words which passed from this
person's mouth did not indicate a fixed determination, but merely served
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to show the unfeigned depth of his emotion. Becontent that he has no in-
tention of evading the definite principles of the things to be done and not
to be done, and in the meantime honour this commonplace establish-
ment by retiring to the hot and ill-ventilated chamber, and there partak-
ing of a suitable repast which shall be prepared without delay.Ó

When Wang had departed, which he did with somewhat unseemly
haste, Ling made an end of recording his narrative, which Mian's grief
had interrupted. In this way he explained to her the reason of Wang's
presence, and assured her that by reason of the arrangement he had
made with that person, his near existencewould not be so unsupportable
to them as might at first appear to be the case.

While they were still conversing together, and endeavouring to divert
their minds from the objectionable facts which had recently come within
their notice, an attendant entered and disclosed that the train of servants
and merchandise which Ling had preceded on the journey was arriving.
At this fresh example of her lover's consistent thought for her, Mian al-
most forgot her recent agitation, and eagerly lending herself to the en-
trancing occupation of unfolding and displaying the various objects,her
brow finally lost the last trace of sadness.Greatly beyond the imaginings
of anticipation were the expensive articles with which Ling proudly sur-
rounded her; and in examining and learning the cost of the set jewels
and worked metals, the ornamental garments for both persons, the wood
and paper appointments for the houseÑeven incenses,perfumes, spices
and rare viands had not been forgottenÑthe day was quickly and profit-
ably spent.

When the hour of sunset arrived, Ling, having learned that certain pre-
parations which he had commanded were fully carried out, took Mian
by the hand and led her into the chief apartment of the house, where
were assembledall the followers and attendants, even down to the illit-
erate and superfluous Wang. In the centre of the room upon a table of
the finest ebony stood a vessel of burning incense, some dishes of the
most highly-esteemed fruit, and an abundance of old and very sweet
wine. Before theseemblems Ling and Mian placed themselves in an atti-
tude of deep humiliation, and formally expressed their gratitude to the
Chief Deity for having called them into existence,to the cultivated earth
for supplying them with the means of sustaining life, to the Emperor for
providing the numerous safeguards by which their persons were protec-
ted at all times, and to their parents for educating them. This adequate
ceremony being completed, Ling explicitly desired all those present to
observe the fact that the two persons in question were, by that fact and
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from that time, made as one being, and the bond between them, incap-
able of severance.

When the ruling night-lantern came out from among the clouds, Ling
and Mian became possessedof a great desire to go forth with pressed
hands and look again on the forest paths and glades in which they had
spent many hours of exceptional happiness before Ling's journey to Can-
ton. Leaving the attendants to continue the feasting and drum-beating in
a completely unrestrained manner, they therefore passed out unper-
ceived, and wandering among the trees, presently stood on the banks of
the Heng-Kiang.

ÒOh, my beloved!Ó exclaimed Mian, gazing at the brilliant and un-
ruffled water, Ògreatly would this person esteem a short river journey,
such as we often enjoyed together in the days when you were
recovering.Ó

Ling, to whom the expresseddesires of Mian were as the word of the
Emperor, instantly prepared the small and ornamental junk which was
fastened near for this purpose, and was about to step in, when a pre-
sumptuous and highly objectionable hand restrained him.

ÒBehold,Óremarked a voice which Ling had some difficulty in ascrib-
ing to any known person, so greatly had it changed from its usual tone,
Òbeholdhow the immature and altogether too-inferior Ling observeshis
spoken and written assertions!Ó

At this low-conditioned speech, Ling drew his well-tempered sword
without further thought, in spite of the restraining arms of Mian, but at
the sight of the utterly incapable person Wang, who stood near smiling
meaninglessly and waving his arms with a continuous and backward
motion, he again replaced it.

ÒSuchremarks can be left to fall unheeded from the lips of one who
bears every indication of being steeped in rice spirit,Ó he said with un-
provoked dignity.

ÒIt will be the plain duty of this expert and uncorruptible person to
furnish the unnecessary, but, nevertheless, very severe and self-
opinionated Chang-ch'un with a written account of how the traitorous
and deceptive Ling has endeavoured to break through the thirty-fourth
vesselof the liquids to be consumed and not to be consumed,Ócontinued
Wang with increased deliberation and an entire absenceof attention to
Ling's action and speech,Òandhow by this refined person's unfailing ci-
vility and resourceful strategy he has been frustrated.Ó
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ÒPerchance,Ósaid Ling, after examining his thoughts for a short space,
and reflecting that the list of things to be done and not to be done was to
him asa blank leaf, Òtheremay even be some small portion of that which
is accurate in his statement. In what manner,Óhe continued, addressing
the really unendurable person, who was by this time preparing to pass
the night in the cool swamp by the river's edge, Òdoesthis one endanger
any detail of the written and sealed parchment by such an action?Ó

ÒInasmuch,Óreplied Wang, pausing in the process of removing his
outer garments, Òasthe seventy-ninthÑthe intricate name given to it es-
capes this person's tongue at the momentÑbut the ninety-sev-
enthÑexperLingknowswhameanÑprovides that any person, with or
without, attempting or not avoiding to travel by sea,lake, or river, or to
place himself in such a position as he may reasonably and intelligently
be drowned in salt water, fresh water, orÑor honourable rice spirit, shall
be guilty of, and sufferÑcomplete loss of memory.Ó With these words
the immoderate and contemptible person sank down in a very profound
slumber.

ÒAlas!Ósaid Ling, turning to Mian, who stood near, unable to retire
even had she desired, by reason of the extreme agitation into which the
incident had thrown her delicate mind and body, Òhowintensely aggrav-
ating a circumstance that we are compelled to entertain so dissolute a
one by reason of this person's preoccupation when the matter was read.
Nevertheless, it is not unlikely that the detail he spoke of was such as he
insisted, to the extent of making it a thing not to be done to journey in
any manner by water. It shall be an early endeavour of this person to get
theserestraining details equitably amended; but in the meantime we will
retrace our footsteps through the wood, and the enraptured Ling will
make a well-thought-out attempt to lighten the passageby a recital of his
recently-composed verses on the subject of ÔExilefrom the Loved One;
or, Farewell and Return.ÕÓ
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14.

ÒMy beloved lord!Ó said Mian sadly, on a morning after many days had
passed since the return of Ling, Òhave you not every possession for
which the heart of a wise person searches?Yet the dark mark is scarcely
ever absent from your symmetrical brow. If she who stands before you,
and is henceforth an integral part of your organization, has failed you in
any particular, no matter how unimportant, explain the matter to her,
and the amendment will be a speedy and a joyful task.Ó

It was indeed true that Ling's mind was troubled, but the fault did not
lie with Mian, as the person in question was fully aware, for before her
eyes as before those of Ling the unevadable compact which had been
entered into with Chang-ch'un was ever present, insidiously planting
bitterness within even the most select and accomplished delights. Nor
with increasing time did the obstinate and intrusive person Wang be-
come more dignified in his behaviour; on the contrary, he freely made
use of his position to indulge in every variety of abandonment, and al-
most eachday he prevented, by reason of his knowledge of the things to
be done and not to be done, some refined and permissible entertainment
upon which Ling and Mian had determined. Ling had despatched many
communications upon this subject to Chang-ch'un, praying also that
some expert way out of the annoyance of the lesserand more unimport-
ant things not to be done should be arrived at, but the time when he
might reasonably expect an answer to these written papers had not yet
arrived.

It was about this period that intelligence was brought to Ling from the
villages on the road to Peking, how Li Keen, having secretly ascertained
that his Yamen was standing and his goods uninjured, had determined
to return, and was indeed at that hour within a hundred li of Si-chow.
Furthermore, he had repeatedly been understood to pronounce clearly
that he considered Ling to be the head and beginning of all his incon-
veniences,and to declare that the first act of justice which he should ac-
complish on his return would be to submit the person in question to the
most unbearable tortures, and then causehim to lose his head publicly as
an outrager of the settled state of things and an enemy of those who
loved tranquillity. Not doubting that Li Keen would endeavour to gain
an advantage by treachery if the chance presented itself, Ling determ-
ined to go forth to meet him, and without delay settle the entire disturb-
ance in one well-chosen and fatally-destructive encounter. To this end,
rather than disturb the placid mind of Mian, to whom the thought of the
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engagement would be weighted with many disquieting fears, he gave
out that he was going upon an expedition to surprise and capture certain
fish of a very delicate flavour, and attended by only two persons, he set
forth in the early part of the day.

Somehours later, owing to an ill-considered remark on the part of the
deaf attendant, to whom the matter had been explained in an imperfect
light, Mian becamepossessedof the true facts of the case,and immedi-
ately all the pleasure of existence went from her. She despaired of ever
again beholding Ling in an ordinary state, and mournfully reproached
herself for the bitter words which had risen to her lips when the circum-
stance of his condition and the arrangement with Chang-ch'un first be-
came known to her. After spending an interval in a polished lament at
the manner in which things were inevitably tending, the thought oc-
curred to Mian whether by any means in her power she could influence
the course and settled method of affairs. In this situation the memory of
the person Wang, and the fact that on several occasions he had made
himself objectionable when Ling had proposed to place himself in such a
position that he incurred some very remote chanceof death by drowning
or by fire, recurred to her. Subduing the natural and pure-minded repul-
sion which she invariably experienced at the mere thought of so debased
an individual, she sought for him, and discovering him in the act of con-
structing cardboard figures of men and animals, which it was his custom
to dispose skilfully in little-frequented paths for the purpose of enjoying
the sudden terror of those who passedby, she quickly put the matter be-
fore him, urging him, by some means, to prevent the encounter, which
must assuredly cost the life of the one whom he had so often previously
obstructed from incurring the slightest risk.

ÒByno means,Óexclaimed Wang, when he at length understood the
full meaning of the project; Òitwould be a most unpresentable action for
this commonplace person to interfere in so honourable an undertaking.
Had the priceless body of the intrepid Ling been in any danger of disap-
pearing, as, for example, by drowning or being consumed in fire, the
nature of the circumstance would have been different. As the matter ex-
ists, however, there is every appearancethat the far-seeing Chang-ch'un
will soon reap the deserved reward of his somewhat speculative enter-
prise, and to that end this person will immediately procure a wooden
barrier and the services of four robust carriers, and proceed to the scene
of the conflict.Ó

Deprived of even this hope of preventing the encounter, Mian betook
herself in extreme dejection to the secret room of the magician, which
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had been unopened since the day when the two attendants had searched
for substances to apply to their master, and there she diligently ex-
amined every object in the remote chance of discovering something
which might prove of value in averting the matter in question.

Not anticipating that the true reason of his journey would become
known to Mian, Ling continued on his way without haste, and passing
through Si-chow before the sun had risen, entered upon the great road to
Peking. At a convenient distance from the town he came to a favourable
piece of ground where he decided to await the arrival of Li Keen, spend-
ing the time profitably in polishing his already brilliant sword, and mak-
ing observations upon the nature of the spot and the condition of the
surrounding omens, on which the success of his expedition would
largely depend.

As the sun reached the highest point in the open sky the sound of an
approaching company could be plainly heard; but at the moment when
the chair of the Mandarin appeared within the sight of those who
waited, the great luminary, upon which all portents depend directly or
indirectly, changed to the colour of new-drawn blood and began to sink
towards the earth. Without any misgivings, therefore, Ling disposed his
two attendants in the wood, with instructions to step forth and aid him if
he should be attacked by overwhelming numbers, while he himself re-
mained in the way. As the chair approached, the Mandarin observed a
person standing alone, and thinking that it was one who, hearing of his
return, had come out of the town to honour him, he commanded the
bearersto pause.Thereupon, stepping up to the opening, Ling struck the
deceptive and incapable Li Keen on the cheek,at the sametime crying in
a full voice, ÒComeforth, O traitorous and two-stomached Mandarin! for
this person is very desirous of assisting you in the fulfilment of your
boastful words. Here is a most irreproachable sword which will serve ex-
cellently to cut off this person's undignified head; here is a waistcord
which can be tightened around his breast, thereby producing excruciat-
ing pains over the entire body.Ó

At the knowledge of who the one before him was, and when he heard
the words which unhesitatingly announced Ling's fixed purpose, Li
Keen first urged the carriers to fall upon Ling and slay him, and then,
perceiving that such a course was exceedingly distasteful to their natural
tendencies, to take up the chair and save him by flight. But Ling in the
meantime engaged their attention, and fully explained to them the
treacherous and unworthy conduct of Li Keen, showing them how his
death would be a just retribution for his ill-spent life, and promising
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them each a considerable reward in addition to their arranged payment
when the matter in question had been accomplished. Becoming con-
vinced of the justice of Ling's cause,they turned upon Li Keen, insisting
that he should at once attempt to carry out the ill-judged threats against
Ling, of which they were consistent witnesses,and announcing that, if he
failed to do so, they would certainly bear him themselves to a not far dis-
tant well of stagnant water, and there gain the approbation of the good
spirits by freeing the land of so unnatural a monster.

Seeing only a dishonourable death on either side, Li Keen drew his
sword, and made use of every artifice of which he had knowledge in or-
der to disarm Ling or to take him at a disadvantage. In this he was un-
successful,for Ling, who was by nature a very expert sword-user, struck
him repeatedly, until he at length fell in an expiring condition, remark-
ing with his last words that he had indeed been a narrow-minded and
extortionate person during his life, and that his death was an enlightened
act of celestial accuracy.

Directing Wang and his four hired persons, who had in the meantime
arrived, to give the body of the Mandarin an honourable burial in the
deep of the wood, Ling rewarded and dismissed the chairbearers, and
without delay proceeded to Si-chow, where he charitably distributed the
goods and possessionsof Li Keen among the poor of the town. Having in
this able and conscientious manner completely proved the misleading
nature of the disgraceful statements which the Mandarin had spread
abroad concerning him, Ling turned his footsteps towards Mian, whose
entrancing joy at his safereturn was judged by both persons to be a suffi-
cient reward for the mental distress with which their separation had
been accompanied.

74



15.

After the departure of Ling from Canton, the commercial affairs of
Chang-ch'un began, from a secret and undetectable cause,to assumean
ill-regulated condition. No venture which he undertook maintained a
profitable attitude, so that many persons who in former times had been
content to display the printed papers setting forth his name and virtues
in an easily-seen position in their receiving-rooms, now placed them-
selvesdaily before his house in order to accusehim of using their taels in
ways which they themselves had not sufficiently understood, and for the
purpose of warning passers-by against his inducements. It was in vain
that Chang proposed new undertakings, eachof an infallibly more pros-
perous nature than those before; the persons who had hitherto suppor-
ted him were all entrusting their money to one named Pung Soo,who re-
quired millions where Chang had beencontent with thousands, and who
persistently insisted on greeting the sacred Emperor as an equal.

In this unenviable state Chang's mind continually returned to
thoughts of Ling, whose lifeless body would so opportunely serve to dis-
pel the embarrassing perplexities of existencewhich were settling thickly
about him. Urged forward by a variety of circumstances which placed
him in an entirely different spirit from the honourable bearing which he
had formerly maintained, he now closely examined all the papers con-
nected with the matter, to discover whether he might not be able to effect
his purpose with an outward exhibition of law forms. While engaged in
this degrading occupation, a detail came to his notice which caused him
to become very amiably disposed and confident of success.Proceeding
with the matter, he caused a well-supported report to be spread about
that Ling was suffering from a wasting sickness,which, without in any
measure shortening his life, would cause him to return to the size and
weight of a newly-born child, and being by these means enabled to se-
cure the entire matter of ÒTheLing (After Death) Without Much Risk
AssemblyÓat a very small outlay, he did so, and then, calling together a
company of those who hire themselves out for purposes of violence,
journeyed to Si-chow.

Ling and Mian were seated together at a table in the great room, ex-
amining a vessel of some clear liquid, when Chang-ch'un entered with
his armed ones, in direct opposition to the general laws of ordinary con-
duct and the rulings of hospitality. At the sight, which plainly indicated
a threatened display of violence, Ling seized his renowned sword, which
was never far distant from him, and prepared to carry out his spoken
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vow, that any person overstepping a certain mark on the floor would as-
suredly fall.

ÒPut away your undoubtedly competent weapon, O Ling,Ó said
Chang, who was desirous that the matter should be arranged if possible
without any loss to himself, Òforsuch a course can be honourably adop-
ted when it is taken into consideration that we are as twenty to one, and
have, moreover, the appearance of being inspired by law forms.Ó

ÒThereare certain matters of allowed justice which over-rule all other
law forms,Ó replied Ling, taking a surer hold of his sword-grasp.
ÒExplain, for your part, O obviously double-dealing Chang-ch'un, from
whom this person only recently parted on terms of equality and cour-
tesy, why you come not with an agreeableface and a peaceful following,
but with a countenancewhich indicates both violence and terror, and ac-
companied by many whom this person recognizes as the most outcast
and degraded from the narrow and evil-smelling ways of Canton?Ó

ÒInspite of your blustering words,Ósaid Chang, with some attempt at
an exhibition of dignity, Òthis person is endowed by every right, and
comes only for the obtaining, by the help of this expert and proficient
gathering, should such a length become necessary, of his just claims.
Understand that in the time since the venture was arranged this person
has become possessedof all the property of ÔTheLing (After Death)
Without Much Risk Assembly,Õand thereby he is competent to act fully
in the matter. It has now come within his attention that the one Ling to
whom the particulars refer is officially dead, and as the written and
sealed document clearly undertook that the person's body was to be de-
livered up for whatever use the Assembly decided whenever death
should possessit, this person has now come for the honourable carrying
out of the undertaking.Ó

At thesewords the true nature of the hidden contrivance into which he
had fallen descended upon Ling like a heavy and unavoidable thunder-
bolt. Nevertheless, being by nature and by reason of his late exploits
fearless of death, except for the sake of the loved one by his side, he be-
trayed no sign of discreditable emotion at the discovery.

ÒInsuch a case,Óhe replied, with an appearanceof entirely disregard-
ing the danger of the position, Òthecomplete parchment must be of ne-
cessity overthrown; for if this person is now officially dead, he was
equally so at the time of sealing, and arrangements entered into by dead
persons have no actual existence.Ó
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ÒThatis a matter which has never been efficiently decided,Óadmitted
Chang-ch'un, with no appearanceof being thrown into a state of confu-
sion at the suggestion, Òanddoubtless the casein question can by vari-
ous means be brought in the end before the Court of Final Settlement at
Peking, where it may indeed be judged in the manner you assert.But as
such a processmust infallibly consume the wealth of a province and the
years of an ordinary lifetime, and as it is this person's unmoved intention
to carry out his own view of the undertaking without delay, such specu-
lations are not matters of profound interest.Ó

Upon this Chang gave certain instructions to his followers, who
thereupon prepared to advance. Perceiving that the last detail of the af-
fair had been arrived at, Ling threw back his hanging garment, and was
on the point of rushing forward to meet them, when Mian, who had
maintained a possessedand reliant attitude throughout, pushed towards
him the vessel of pure and sparkling liquid with which they had been
engaged when so presumptuously broken in upon, at the same time
speaking to him certain words in an outside language. A new and
Heaven-sent confidence immediately took possessionof Ling, and strik-
ing his sword against the wall with such irresistible force that the entire
chamber trembled and the feeble-minded assassinsshrank back in unres-
trained terror, he leapt upon the table, grasping in one hand the open
vessel.

ÒBeholdthe end, O most uninventive and slow-witted Chang-ch'un!Ó
he cried in a dreadful and awe-compelling voice. ÒAsa reward for your
faithless and traitorous behaviour, learn how such avaricious-minded in-
competenceturns and fastens itself upon the vitals of those who beget it.
In spite of many things which were not of a graceful nature towards him,
this person has unassumingly maintained his part of the undertaking,
and would have followed such a course conscientiously to the last. As it
is, when he has made an end of speaking, the body which you are
already covetously estimating in taels will in no way be distinguishable
from that of the meanest and most ordinary maker of commercial ven-
tures in Canton. For, behold! the fluid which he holds in his hand, and
which it is his fixed intention to drain to the last drop, is in truth nothing
but a secretand exceedingly powerful counteractor against the virtues of
the gold drug; and though but a single particle passed his lips, and the
swords of your brilliant and versatile murderers met the next moment in
his breast, the body which fell at your feet would be meet for worms
rather than for the melting-pot.Ó
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It was indeed such a substanceas Ling represented it to be, Mian hav-
ing discovered it during her very systematic examination of the dead
magician's inner room. Its composition and distillation had involved that
self-opinionated person in many years of arduous toil, for with a some-
what unintelligent lack of foresight he had obstinately determined to
perfect the antidote before he turned his attention to the drug itself. Had
the matter beenmore ingeniously arranged, he would undoubtedly have
enjoyed an earlier triumph and an affluent and respected old age.

At Ling's earnestwords and prepared attitude an instant conviction of
the truth of his assertions took possession of Chang. Therefore, seeing
nothing but immediate and unevadable ruin at the next step, he called
out in a loud and imploring voice that he should desist, and no harm
would come upon him. To this Ling consented,first insisting that the fol-
lowers should be dismissed without delay, and Chang alone remain to
have conversation on the matter. By this just act the lower parts of Can-
ton were greatly purified, for the persons in question being driven forth
into the woods, mostly perished by encounters with wild animals, or at
the hands of the enraged villagers, to whom Ling had by this time be-
come greatly endeared.

When the usual state had been restored, Ling made clear to Chang the
altered nature of the conditions to which he would alone agree. ÒIt is a
noble-minded and magnanimous proposal on your part, and one to
which this misguided person had no claim,Óadmitted Chang, as he af-
fixed his seal to the written undertaking and committed the former
parchment to be consumed by fire. By this arrangement it was agreed
that Ling should receive only one-half of the yearly payment which had
formerly been promised, and that no sum of taels should becomedue to
those depending on him at his death. In return for these valuable allow-
ances,there were to exist no details of things to be done and not to be
done, Ling merely giving an honourable promise to observe the matter
in a just spirit, whileÑmost esteemedof allÑonly a portion of his body
was to pass to Chang when the end arrived, the upper part remaining to
embellish the family altar and receive the veneration of posterity.

<
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As the great sky-lantern rose above the trees and the time of no-noise
fell upon the woods, a flower-laden pleasure-junk moved away from its
restraining cords, and, without any sense of motion, gently bore Ling
and Mian between the sweet-smelling banks of the Heng-Kiang.
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Presently Mian drew from beneathher flowing garment an instrument of
stringed wood, and touching it with a quick but delicate stroke, like the
flight and pausing of a butterfly, told in well-balanced words a refined
narrative of two illustrious and noble-looking persons, and how, after
many disagreeable evils and unendurable separations, they entered
upon a destined state of earthly prosperity and celestial favour. When
she made an end of the verses,Ling turned the junk's head by one well-
directed stroke of the paddle, and prepared by using similar means to re-
turn to the place of mooring.

ÒIndeed,Óhe remarked, ceasing for a moment to continue this skilful
occupation, Òthewords which you have just spoken might, without in-
justice, be applied to the two persons who are now conversing together.
For after suffering misfortunes and wrongs beyond an appropriate por-
tion, they have now reached that period of existencewhen a tranquil and
contemplative future is assured to them. In this manner is the sageand
matured utterance of the inspired philosopher Nien-tsu again proved:
that the life of every person is largely composed of two varieties of cir-
cumstances which together build up his existenceÑthe Good and the
Evil.Ó

THE END OF THE STORY OF LING

79



16.

When Kai Lung, the story-teller, made an end of speaking, he was imme-
diately greeted with a variety of delicate and pleasing remarks, all per-
sons who had witnessed the matter, down even to the lowest type of
Miaotze, who by reason of their obscure circumstances had been unable
to understand the meaning of a word that had been spoken, maintaining
that Kai Lung's accomplishment of continuing for upwards of three
hours without a pause had afforded an entertainment of a very high and
refined order. While these polished sayings were being composed, to-
gether with many others of a similar nature, Lin Yi suddenly leapt to his
feet with a variety of highly objectionable remarks concerning the ancest-
ors of all those who were present, and declaring that the story of Ling
was merely a well-considered stratagem to cause them to forget the ex-
pedition which they had determined upon, for by that time it should
have been completely carried out. It was undoubtedly a fact that the
hour spoken of for the undertaking had long passed,Lin Yi having com-
pletely overlooked the speed of time in his benevolent anxiety that the
polite and valorous Ling should in the end attain to a high and remuner-
ative destiny.

In spite of Kai Lung's consistent denials of any treachery, he could not
but be aware that the incident tended greatly to his disadvantage in the
eyesof those whom he had fixed a desire to conciliate, nor did his well-
intentioned offer that he would without hesitation repeat the display for
a like number of hours effect his amiable purpose. How the complication
would finally have been determined without interruption is a matter
merely of imagination, for at that moment an outpost, who had been en-
gaged in guarding the secrecyof the expedition, threw himself into the
enclosure in a torn and breathless condition, having run through the
forest many li in a winding direction for the explicit purpose of warning
Lin Yi that his intentions had becomeknown, and that he and his follow-
ers would undoubtedly be surprised and overcome if they left the camp.

At this intimation of the eminent service which Kai Lung had rendered
them, the nature of their facestowards him at once changed completely,
those who only a moment before had beendemanding his death particu-
larly hailing him as their inspired and unobtrusive protector, and in all
probability, indeed, a virtuous and benignant spirit in disguise.

Bending under the weight of offerings which Lin Yi and his followers
pressed upon him, together with many clearly set out desires for his fu-
ture prosperity, and assured of their unalterable protection on all future
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occasions,Kai Lung again turned his face towards the lanterns of Knei
Yang. Far down the side of the mountain they followed his footsteps,
now by a rolling stone, now by a snapping branch of yellow pine. Once
again they heard his voice, cheerfully repeating to himself; ÒAmong the
highest virtues of a pure existenceÑÓ But beyond that point the gentle
forest breath bore him away.
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Chapter2
The Story of Yung Chang

Narrated by Kai Lung, in the open space of the tea-shop of The Celestial Prin-
ciples, at Wu-whei.

Ho, illustrious passers-by!Ósaid Kai Lung, the story-teller, as he
spread out his embroidered mat under the mulberry-tree. ÒIt is indeed
unlikely that you would condescend to stop and listen to the foolish
words of such an insignificant and altogether deformed person as my-
self. Nevertheless, if you will but retard your elegant footsteps for a few
moments, this exceedingly unprepossessing individual will endeavour
to entertain you with the recital of the adventures of the noble Yung
Chang, as recorded by the celebrated Pe-ku-hi.Ó

Thus adjured, the more leisurely-minded drew near to hear the history
of Yung Chang. There was Sing You the fruit-seller, and Li Ton-ti the
wood-carver; Hi Seng left his clients to cry in vain for water; and Wang
Yu, the idle pipe-maker, closed his shop of ÒTheFountain of Beauty,Ó
and hung on the shutter the gilt dragon to keep away customers in his
absence.These,together with a few more shopkeepersand a dozen or so
loafers, constituted a respectable audience by the time Kai Lung was
ready.

ÒItwould be more seemly if this ill-conditioned person who is now ad-
dressing such a distinguished assembly were to reward his fine and
noble-looking hearers for their trouble,Óapologized the story-teller. ÒBut,
as the Book of Verses says, ÔThemeaner the slave, the greater the lordÕ;
and it is, therefore, not unlikely that this majestic concourse will reward
the despicable efforts of their servant by handfuls of coins till the air ap-
pears as though filled with swarms of locusts in the seasonof much heat.
In particular, there is among this august crowd of Mandarins one Wang
Yu, who has departed on three previous occasions without bestowing
the reward of a single cash. If the feeble and covetous-minded Wang Yu
will place within this very ordinary bowl the price of one of his
exceedingly ill-made pipes, this unworthy person will proceed.Ó
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ÒVastchasms can be filled, but the heart of man never,Óquoted the
pipe-maker in retort. ÒOh,most incapable of story-tellers, have you not
on two separate occasions slept beneath my utterly inadequate roof
without payment?Ó

But he, nevertheless,deposited three cash in the bowl, and drew near-
er among the front row of the listeners.

ÒIt was during the reign of the enlightened Emperor Tsing Nung,Ó
began Kai Lung, without further introduction, Òthat there lived at a vil-
lage near Honan a wealthy and avaricious maker of idols, named Ti
Hung. Soskilful had he becomein the making of clay idols that his fame
had spread for many li round, and idol-sellers from all the neighbouring
villages, and even from the towns, came to him for their stock. No other
idol-maker between Honan and Nanking employed so many clay-
gatherers or so many modellers; yet, with all his riches, his avarice in-
creased till at length he employed men whom he called ÔagentsÕand
Ôtravellers,Õwho went from house to house selling his idols and extolling
his virtues in verses composed by the most illustrious poets of the day.
He did this in order that he might turn into his own pocket the full price
of the idols, grudging those who would otherwise have sold them the
few cash which they would make. Owing to this he had many enemies,
and his army of travellers made him still more; for they were more rapa-
cious than the scorpion, and more obstinate than the ox. Indeed, there is
still the proverb, ÔWithhoney it is possible to soften the heart of the he-
goat; but a blow from an iron cleaver is taken as a mark of welcome by
an agent of Ti Hung.ÕSo that people barred the doors at their approach,
and even hung out signs of death and mourning.

ÒNow, among all his travellers there was none more successful,more
abandoned, and more valuable to Ti Hung than Li Ting. So depraved
was Li Ting that he was never known to visit the tombs of his ancestors;
indeed, it was said that he had been heard to mock their venerable
memories, and that he had jestingly offered to sell them to anyone who
should chanceto be without ancestorsof his own. This objectionable per-
son would call at the houses of the most illustrious Mandarins, and
would command the slavesto carry to their mastershis tablets, on which
were inscribed his name and his virtues. Reaching their presence, he
would salute them with the greeting of an equal, ÔHowis your stomach?Õ
and then proceed to exhibit samplesof his wares, greatly overrating their
value. ÔBehold!Õhe would exclaim, Ôisnot this elegantly-moulded idol
worthy of the place of honour in this sumptuous mansion which my
presence defiles to such an extent that twelve basins of rose-water will
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not remove the stain? Are not its eyesmore delicate than the most select
of almonds? and is not its stomach rounder than the cupolas upon the
high temple at Peking? Yet, in spite of its perfections, it is not worthy of
the acceptanceof so distinguished a Mandarin, and therefore I will ac-
cept in return the quarter-tael, which, indeed, is less than my illustrious
master gives for the clay alone.Õ

ÒIn this manner Li Ting disposed of many idols at high rates, and
thereby endeared himself so much to the avaricious heart of Ti Hung
that he promised him his beautiful daughter Ning in marriage.

ÒNing was indeed very lovely. Her eyelasheswere like the finest wil-
low twigs that grow in the marshes by the Yang-tse-Kiang; her cheeks
were fairer than poppies; and when she bathed in the Hoang Ho, her
body seemed transparent. Her brow was finer than the most polished
jade; while she seemedto walk, like a winged bird, without weight, her
hair floating in a cloud. Indeed, she was the most beautiful creature that
has ever existed.Ó

ÒNow may you grow thin and shrivel up like a fallen lemon; but it is
false!Ócried Wang Yu, starting up suddenly and unexpectedly. ÒAt Chee
Chou, at the shop of ÔTheHeaven-sent Sugar-cane,Õthere lives a beauti-
ful and virtuous girl who is more than all that. Her eyes are like the in-
side circles on the peacock's feathers; her teeth are finer than the scales
on the Sacred Dragon; herÑÓ

ÒIf it is the wish of this illustriously-endowed gathering that this ex-
ceedingly illiterate paper tiger should occupy their august moments with
a description of the deformities of the very ordinary young person at
Chee Chou,Ósaid Kai Lung imperturbably, Òthen the remainder of the
history of the noble-minded Yung Chang can remain until an evil fate
has overtaken Wang Yu, as it assuredly will shortly.Ó

ÒA fair wind raises no storm,Ó said Wang Yu sulkily; and Kai Lung
continued:

ÒSuchloveliness could not escapethe evil eye of Li Ting, and accord-
ingly, as he grew in favour with Ti Hung, he obtained his consent to the
drawing up of the marriage contracts. More than this, he had already
sent to Ning two bracelets of the finest gold, tied together with a scarlet
thread, as a betrothal present. But, as the proverb says, ÔThegood bee
will not touch the faded flower,Õand Ning, although compelled by the
second of the Five Great Principles to respect her father, was unable to
regard the marriage with anything but abhorrence. Perhaps this was not
altogether the fault of Li Ting, for on the evening of the day on which she
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had received his present, she walked in the rice fields, and sitting down
at the foot of a funereal cypress, whose highest branches pierced the
Middle Air, she cried aloud:

ÒÔIcannot control my bitterness. Of what use is it that I should be
called the ÒWhite Pigeon among Golden Lilies,Ó if my beauty is but for
the hog-like eyes of the exceedingly objectionable Li Ting? Ah, Yung
Chang, my unfortunate lover! what evil spirit pursues you that you can-
not passyour examination for the second degree?My noble-minded but
ambitious boy, why were you not content with an agricultural or even a
manufacturing career and happiness? By aspiring to a literary degree,
you have placed a barrier wider than the Whang Hai between us.Õ

ÒÔAsthe earth seemssmall to the soaring swallow, so shall insuperable
obstaclesbe overcome by the heart worn smooth with a fixed purpose,Õ
said a voice beside her, and Yung Chang stepped from behind the
cypress tree, where he had been waiting for Ning. ÔOone more symmet-
rical than the chrysanthemum,Õhe continued, ÔIshall yet, with the aid of
my ancestors,passthe seconddegree,and even obtain a position of high
trust in the public office at Peking.Õ

ÒÔAndin the meantime,Õpouted Ning, ÔIshall have partaken of the
wedding-cake of the utterly unpresentable Li Ting.ÕAnd she exhibited
the bracelets which she had that day received.

ÒÔAlas!Õsaid Yung Chang, Ôthereare times when one is tempted to
doubt even the most efficacious and violent means. I had hoped that by
this time Li Ting would have come to a sudden and most unseemly end;
for I have drawn up and affixed in the most conspicuous placesnotifica-
tions of his character, similar to the one here.Õ

ÒNing turned, and beheld fastened to the trunk of the cypress an ex-
ceedingly elegantly written and composed notice, which Yung read to
her as follows:

ÒÔBeware of Incurring Death from Starvation

ÒÔLetthe distinguished inhabitants of this district observe
the exceedingly ungraceful walk and bearing of the low person
who calls himself Li Ting. Truthfully, it is that of a dog in the
act of being dragged to the river because his sores and dis-
easesrender him objectionable in the house of his master. So will
this hunchbacked person be dragged to the place of execution,
and be bowstrung, to the great relief of all who respect the five
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senses;A Respectful Physiognomy, Passionless Reflexion, Soft
Speech,Acute Hearing, Piercing Sight.

ÒÔHehopes to attain to the Red Button and the Peacock'sFeath-
er; but the right hand of the Deity itches, and Li Ting will as-
suredly be removed suddenly.Õ

ÒÔLiTing must certainly be in league with the evil forces if he can
withstand so powerful a weapon,Õsaid Ning admiringly, when
her lover had finished reading. ÔEvennow he is starting on a jour-
ney, nor will he return till the first day of the month when the
sparrows go to the seaand are changed into oysters. Perhaps the
fate will overtake him while he is away. If notÑÕ

ÒÔIfnot,Õsaid Yung, taking up her words as she paused, ÔthenI have
yet another hope. A moment ago you were regretting my choice of a lit-
erary career.Learn, then, the value of knowledge. By its aid (assisted,in-
deed, by the spirits of my ancestors)I have discovered a new and strange
thing, for which I can find no word. By using this new system of reckon-
ing, your illustrious but exceedingly narrow-minded and miserly father
would be able to make five taels where he now makes one. Would he
not, in consideration for this, consent to receive me as a son-in-law, and
dismiss the inelegant and unworthy Li Ting?Õ

ÒÔInthe unlikely event of your being able to convince my illustrious
parent of what you say, it would assuredly be so,Õreplied Ning. ÔButin
what way could you do so? My sublime and charitable father already
employs all the means in his power to reap the full reward of his sacred
industry. His Òsolid house-hold godsÓare in reality mere shells of clay;
higher-priced images are correspondingly constructed, and his clay
gatherers and modellers are all paid on a Òprofit-sharing system.ÓNay,
further, it is beyond likelihood that he should wish for more purchasers,
for so great is his fame that those who come to buy have sometimes to
wait for days in consequenceof those before them; for my exceedingly
methodical sire entrusts none with the receiving of money, and the ex-
changes are therefore made slowly. Frequently an unnaturally devout
person will require as many as a hundred idols, and so the greater part
of the day will be passed.Õ

ÒÔIn what way?Õ inquired Yung tremulously.

ÒÔWhy,in order that the countings may not get mixed, of course; it is
necessarythat when he has paid for one idol he should carry it to a place
aside, and then return and pay for the second,carrying it to the first, and
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in such a manner to the end. In this way the sun sinks behind the
mountains.Õ

ÒÔBut,Õsaid Yung, his voice thick with his great discovery, Ôifhe could
pay for the entire quantity at once, then it would take but a hundredth
part of the time, and so more idols could be sold.Õ

ÒÔHowcould this be done?Õinquired Ning wonderingly. ÔSurelyit is
impossible to conjecture the value of so many idols.Õ

ÒÔTothe unlearned it would indeed be impossible,Õreplied Yung
proudly, Ôbutby the aid of my literary researchesI have been enabled to
discover a processby which such results would be not a matter of conjec-
ture, but of certainty. Thesefigures I have committed to tablets, which I
am prepared to give to your mercenary and slow-witted father in return
for your incomparable hand, a share of the profits, and the dismissal of
the uninventive and morally threadbare Li Ting.Õ

ÒÔWhenthe earth-worm boasts of his elegant wings, the eagle can af-
ford to be silent,Õsaid a harsh voice behind them; and turning hastily
they beheld Li Ting, who had come upon them unawares. ÔOh,most in-
significant of table-spoilers,Õhe continued, Ôitis very evident that much
over-study has softened your usually well-educated brains. Were it not
that you are obviously mentally afflicted, I should unhesitatingly per-
suade my beautiful and refined sword to introduce you to the spirits of
your ignoble ancestors.As it is, I will merely cut off your nose and your
left ear, so that people may not say that the Dragon of the Earth sleeps
and wickedness goes unpunished.Õ

ÒBothhad already drawn their swords, and very soon the blows were
so hard and swift that, in the dusk of the evening, it seemed as though
the air were filled with innumerable and many-coloured fireworks. Each
was a practised swordsman, and there was no advantage gained on
either side, when Ning, who had fled on the appearance of Li Ting, re-
appeared, urging on her father, whose usually leisurely footsteps were
quickened by the dread that the duel must surely result in certain loss to
himself, either of a valuable servant, or of the discovery which Ning had
briefly explained to him, and of which he at once saw the value.

ÒÔOh,most distinguished and expert persons,Õhe exclaimed breath-
lessly, as soon as he was within hearing distance, Ôdonot trouble to give
so marvellous an exhibition for the benefit of this unworthy individual,
who is the only observer of your illustrious dexterity! Indeed, your hon-
ourable condescensionso fills this illiterate person with shame that his
hearing is thereby preternaturally sharpened, and he can plainly
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distinguish many voices from beyond the Hoang Ho, crying for the
Heaven-sent representative of the degraded Ti Hung to bring them more
idols. Bend, therefore, your refined footsteps in the direction of Poo
Chow, O Li Ting, and leave me to make myself objectionable to this ex-
ceptional young man with my intolerable commonplaces.Õ

ÒÔTheshadow falls in such a direction as the sun wills,Õsaid Li Ting, as
he replaced his sword and departed.

ÒÔYungChang,Õsaid the merchant, ÔIam informed that you have made
a discovery that would be of great value to me, as it undoubtedly would
if it is all that you say. Let us discuss the matter without ceremony. Can
you prove to me that your system possessesthe merit you claim for it? If
so, then the matter of arrangement will be easy.Õ

ÒÔIam convinced of the absolute certainty and accuracy of the discov-
ery,Õreplied Yung Chang. ÔItis not as though it were an ordinary matter
of human intelligence, for this was discovered to me as I was worship-
ping at the tomb of my ancestors.The method is regulated by a system of
squares, triangles, and cubes. But as the practical proof might be long,
and as I hesitate to keep your adorable daughter out in the damp night
air, may I not call at your inimitable dwelling in the morning, when we
can go into the matter thoroughly?Õ

ÒI will not weary this intelligent gathering, each member of which
doubtless knows all the books on mathematics off by heart, with a recital
of the means by which Yung Chang proved to Ti Hung the accuracy of
his tables and the value of his discovery of the multiplication table,
which till then had been undreamt of,Ócontinued the story-teller. ÒIt is
sufficient to know that he did so, and that Ti Hung agreed to his terms,
only stipulating that Li Ting should not be made aware of his dismissal
until he had returned and given in his accounts. The share of the profits
that Yung was to receive was cut down very low by Ti Hung, but the
young man did not mind that, ashe would live with his father-in-law for
the future.

ÒWith the introduction of this new system, the business increased like
a river at flood-time. All rivals were left far behind, and Ti Hung put out
this sign:

ÒÔNo Waiting Here!

ÒGood-morning! Have you worshipped one of Ti Hung's
refined ninety-nine cash idols?
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ÒLet the purchasers of ill-constructed idols at oth-
er establishments, where they have grown old and venerable
while waiting for the all-thumb proprietors to count up to ten,
come to the shop of Ti Hung and regain their lost youth. Our
ninety-nine cash idols are worth a tael a set. We do not, however,
claim that they will do everything. The ninety-nine cash idols of
Ti Hung will not, for example, purify linen, but even the most
contented and frozen-brained person cannot be happy until he
possessesone. What is happiness?The exceedingly well-educated
Philosopher defines it as the accomplishment of all our desires.
Everyone desires one of the Ti Hung's ninety-nine cash idols,
therefore get one; but be sure that it is Ti Hung's.

ÒHave you a bad idol? If so, dismiss it, and get one of Ti
Hung's ninety-nine cash specimens.

ÒWhy does your idol look old sooner than your neighbours? Be-
causeyours is not one of Ti Hung's ninety-nine cash marvels.

ÒThey bring all delights to the old and the young,
The elegant idols supplied by Ti Hung.

ÒN.B.ÑThe ÔGreat SacrificeÕ idol, forty-five cash; de-
livered, carriage free, in quantities of not less than twelve, at
any temple, on the evening before the sacrifice.

ÒIt was about this time that Li Ting returned. His journey had been
more than usually successful,and he was well satisfied in consequence.
It was not until he had made out his accounts and handed in his money
that Ti Hung informed him of his agreement with Yung Chang.

ÒÔOh,most treacherous and excessively unpopular Ti Hung,Õ ex-
claimed Li Ting, in a terrible voice, Ôthisis the return you make for all my
entrancing efforts in your services,then? It is in this way that you reward
my exceedingly unconscientious recommendations of your very inferior
and unendurable clay idols, with their goggle eyes and concave stom-
achs!Before I go, however, I request to be inspired to make the following
remarkÑthat I confidently predict your ruin. And now this low and un-
dignified person will finally shake the elegant dust of your distinguished
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house from his thoroughly inadequate feet, and proceed to offer his in-
capable services to the rival establishment over the way.Õ

ÒÔThemachinations of such an evilly-disposed person as Li Ting will
certainly be exceedingly subtle,Õsaid Ti Hung to his son-in-law when the
traveller had departed. ÔImust counteract his omens. Herewith I wish to
prophecy that henceforth I shall enjoy an unbroken run of good fortune.
I have spoken, and assuredly I shall not eat my words.Õ

ÒAs the time went on, it seemed as though Ti Hung had indeed
spoken truly. The easeand celerity with which he transacted his business
brought him customers and dealers from more remote regions than ever,
for they could spend days on the journey and still savetime. The army of
clay-gatherers and modellers grew larger and larger, and the work-sheds
stretched almost down to the river's edge. Only one thing troubled Ti
Hung, and that was the uncongenial disposition of his son-in-law, for
Yung took no further interest in the industry to which his discovery had
given so great an impetus, but resolutely set to work again to passhis ex-
amination for the second degree.

ÒÔItis an exceedingly distinguished and honourable thing to have
failed thirty-five times, and still to be undiscouraged,Õadmitted Ti Hung;
ÔbutI cannot cleansemy throat from bitterness when I consider that my
noble and lucrative business must pass into the hands of strangers, per-
haps even into the possession of the unendurable Li Ting.Õ

ÒButit had been appointed that this degrading thing should not hap-
pen, however, and it was indeed fortunate that Yung did not abandon
his literary pursuits; for after some time it became very apparent to Ti
Hung that there was something radically wrong with his business.It was
not that his custom was falling off in any way; indeed, it had lately in-
creasedin a manner that was phenomenal, and when the merchant came
to look into the matter, he found to his astonishment that the least order
he had received in the past week had been for a hundred idols. All the
saleshad been large, and yet Ti Hung found himself most unaccountably
deficient in taels. He was puzzled and alarmed, and for the next few
days he looked into the businessclosely. Then it was that the reason was
revealed, both for the falling off in the receipts and for the increasein the
orders. The calculations of the unfortunate Yung Chang were correct up
to a hundred, but at that number he had made a gigantic errorÑwhich,
however, he was never able to detect and rectifyÑwith the result that all
transactions above that point worked out at a considerable loss to the
seller. It was in vain that the panic-stricken Ti Hung goaded his
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miserable son-in-law to correct the mistake; it was equally in vain that he
tried to stem the current of his enormous commercial popularity. He had
competed for public favour, and he had won it, and every day his busi-
ness increased till ruin grasped him by the pigtail. Then came an order
from one firm at Peking for five millions of the ninety-nine cash idols,
and at that Ti Hung put up his shutters, and sat down in the dust.

ÒÔBehold!Õhe exclaimed, Ôinthe course of a lifetime there are many
very disagreeable evils that may overtake a person. He may offend the
SacredDragon, and be in consequencereduced to a fine dry powder; or
he may incur the displeasure of the benevolent and pure-minded Emper-
or, and be condemned to death by roasting; he may also be troubled by
demons or by the disturbed spirits of his ancestors,or be struck by thun-
derbolts. Indeed, there are numerous annoyances, but they become as
Heaven-sent blessings in comparison to a self-opinionated and more
than ordinarily weak-minded son-in-law. Of what avail is it that I have
habitually sold one idol for the value of a hundred? The very objection-
able man in possessionsits in my delectable summer-house, and the un-
avoidable legal documents settle around me like a flock of pigeons. It is
indeed necessarythat I should declare myself to be in voluntary liquida-
tion, and make an assignment of my book debts for the benefit of my
creditors. Having accomplished this, I will proceed to the well-construc-
ted tomb of my illustrious ancestors,and having kow-towed at their in-
comparable shrines, I will put an end to my distinguished troubles with
this exceedingly well-polished sword.Õ

ÒÔThewise man can adapt himself to circumstances as water takes the
shape of the vase that contains it,Õsaid the well-known voice of Li Ting.
ÔLetnot the lion and the tiger fight at the bidding of the jackal. By com-
bining our forces all may be well with you yet. Assist me to dispose of
the entirely superfluous Yung Chang and to marry the elegant and sym-
metrical Ning, and in return I will allot to you a portion of my not incon-
siderable income.Õ

ÒÔHoweverhigh the tree, the leaves fall to the ground, and your hour
has come at last, O detestable Li Ting!Õsaid Yung, who had heard the
speakers and crept upon them unperceived. ÔAsfor my distinguished
and immaculate father-in-law, doubtless the heat has affected his in-
defatigable brains, or he would not have listened to your contemptible
suggestion. For yourself, draw!Õ
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ÒBothswords flashed, but before a blow could be struck the spirits of
his ancestorshurled Li Ting lifeless to the ground, to avenge the memor-
ies that their unworthy descendant had so often reviled.

ÒÔSoperish all the enemiesof Yung Chang,Õsaid the victor. ÔAndnow,
my venerated but exceedingly short-sighted father-in-law, learn how
narrowly you have escaped making yourself exceedingly objectionable
to yourself. I have just received intelligence from Peking that I have
passedthe second degree, and have in consequencebeen appointed to a
remunerative position under the Government. This will enable us to live
in comfort, if not in affluence, and the rest of your engaging days can be
peacefully spent in flying kites.ÕÓ
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Chapter3
The Probation of Sen Heng

Related by Kai Lung, at Wu-whei, as a rebuke to Wang Yu and certain others
who had questioned the practical value of his stories.

ÒIt is an undoubted fact that this person has not realized the direct re-
munerative advantage which he confidently anticipated,Ó remarked the
idle and discontented pipe-maker Wang Yu, as,with a few other persons
of similar inclination, he sat in the shade of the great mulberry tree at
Wu-whei, waiting for the evil influence of certain very mysterious
sounds, which had lately been heard, to pass away before he resumed
his occupation. ÒWhen the seemingly proficient and trustworthy Kai
Lung first made it his practice to journey to Wu-whei, and narrate to us
the doings of persons of all classesof life,Ó he continued, Òit seemed to
this one that by closely following the recital of how Mandarins obtained
their high position, and exceptionally rich persons their wealth, he must,
in the end, inevitably be rendered competent to follow in their illustrious
footsteps. Yet in how entirely contrary a direction has the whole course
of events tended! In spite of the honourable intention which involved a
frequent absence from his place of commerce, those who journeyed
thither with the set purpose of possessingone of his justly-famed opium
pipes so perversely regarded the matter that, after two or three fruitless
visits, they deliberately turned their footsteps towards the workshop of
the inelegant Ming-yo, whose pipes are confessedly greatly inferior to
those produced by the person who is now speaking. Nevertheless, the
rapacious Kai Lung, to whose influence the falling off in custom was
thus directly attributable, persistently declined to bear any share
whatever in the loss which his profession caused,and, indeed, regarded
the circumstance from so grasping and narrow-minded a point of obser-
vation that he would not even go to the length of suffering this much-
persecuted one to join the circle of his hearers without on every occasion
making the customary offering. In this manner a well-intentioned pur-
suit of riches has insidiously led this person within measurable distance
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of the bolted dungeon for those who do not meet their just debts, while
the only distinction likely to result from his assiduous study of the cus-
toms and methods of those high in power is that of being publicly bow-
strung as a warning to others. Manifestedly the pointed finger of the un-
reliable Kai Lung is a very treacherous guide.Ó

ÒIt is related,Ósaid a dispassionate voice behind them, Òthata person
of limited intelligence, on being assured that he would certainly one day
enjoy an adequate competence if he closely followed the industrious
habits of the thrifty bee,spent the greater part of his life in anointing his
thighs with the yellow powder which he laboriously collected from the
flowers of the field. It is not so recorded; but doubtless the namelessone
in question was by profession a maker of opium pipes, for this person
has observed from time to time how that occupation, above all others,
tends to degrade the mental faculties, and to debase its followers to a
lower position than that of the beastsof labour. Learn therefrom, O su-
perficial Wang Yu, that wisdom lies in an intelligent perception of great
principles, and not in a slavish imitation of details which are, for the
most part, beyond your simple and insufficient understanding.Ó

ÒSuchmay, indeed, be the case, Kai Lung,Ó replied Wang Yu sul-
lenlyÑfor it was the story-teller in question who had approached unper-
ceived, and who now stood before themÑ"but it is none the less a fact
that, on the last occasion when this misguided person joined the attend-
ing circle at your uplifted voice, a Mandarin of the third degree chanced
to pass through Wu-whei, and halted at the door-step of ÔTheFountain
of Beauty,Õfully intending to entrust this one with the designing and
fashioning of a pipe of exceptional elaborateness.This matter, by his ab-
sence,has now passed from him, and to-day, through listening to the
narrative of how the accomplished Yuin-Pel doubled his fortune, he is
the poorer by many taels.Ó

ÒYetto-morrow, when the name of the Mandarin of the third degree
appears in the list of persons who have transferred their entire property
to those who are nearly related to them in order to avoid it being seized
to satisfy the just claims made against them,Óreplied Kai Lung, Òyouwill
be able to regard yourself the richer by so many taels.Ó

At these words, which recalled to the minds of all who were present
the not uncommon manner of behaving observed by those of exalted
rank, who freely engaged persons to supply them with costly articles
without in any way regarding the price to be paid, Wang Yu was silent.
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ÒNevertheless,Óexclaimed a thin voice from the edge of the group
which surrounded Kai Lung, Òit in nowise follows that the stories are in
themselves excellent, or of such a nature that the hearing of their recital
will profit a person. Wang Yu may be satisfied with empty words, but
there are others present who were studying deep matters when Wang
Yu was learning the art of walking. If Kai Lung's stories are of such re-
munerative benefit as the person in question claims, how does it chance
that Kai Lung himself who is assuredly the best acquainted with them,
stands before us in mean apparel, and on all occasionsconfessing an un-
assuming poverty?Ó

ÒIt is Yan-hi Pung,Ó went from mouth to mouth among the
bystandersÑ"Yan-hi Pung, who traceson paper the words of chants and
historical tales,and sells them to such ascan afford to buy. And although
his motive in exposing the emptiness of Kai Lung's stories may not be
Heaven-sentÑinasmuch as Kai Lung provides us with such matter as he
himself purveys, only at a much more moderate priceÑyet his words are
well considered, and must therefore be regarded.Ó

ÒOYan-hi Pung,Óreplied Kai Lung, hearing the name from those who
stood about him, and moving towards the aged person, who stood
meanwhile leaning upon his staff, and looking from side to side with
quickly moving eyelids in a manner very offensive towards the story-
teller, Òyour just remark shows you to be a person of exceptional wis-
dom, even as your well-bowed legs prove you to be one of great bodily
strength; for justice is ever obvious and wisdom hidden, and they who
build structures for endurance discard the straight and upright and insist
upon such an arch as you so symmetrically exemplify.Ó

Speaking in this conciliatory manner, Kai Lung came up to Yan-hi
Pung, and taking between his fingers a disc of thick polished crystal,
which the aged and short-sighted chant-writer used for the purpose of
magnifying and bringing nearer the letters upon which he was engaged,
and which hung around his neck by an embroidered cord, the story-tell-
er held it aloft, crying aloud:

ÒObserveclosely, and presently it will be revealed and made clear
how the apparently very conflicting words of the wise Yan-hi Pung, and
those of this unassuming but nevertheless conscientious person who is
now addressing you, are, in reality, as one great truth.Ó

With this assuranceKai Lung moved the crystal somewhat, so that it
engaged the sun's rays, and concentrated them upon the uncovered
crown of the unsuspecting and still objectionably-engaged person before
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him. Without a moment's pause, Yan-hi Pung leapt high into the air, re-
peatedly pressing his hand to the spot thus selected and crying aloud:

ÒEvil dragons and thunderbolts! but the touch was as hot as a scar left
by the uncut nail of the sublime Buddha!Ó

ÒYetthe crystalÑÓ remarked Kai Lung composedly, passing it into the
hands of those who stood near.

ÒIsas cool as the innermost leaves of the riverside sycamore,Óthey
declared.

Kai Lung said nothing further, but raised both his hands above his
head, as if demanding their judgment. Thereupon a loud shout went up
on his behalf, for the greater part of them loved to see the manner in
which he brushed aside those who would oppose him; and the sight of
the aged person Yan-hi Pung leaping far into the air had caused them to
become exceptionally amused, and, in consequence,very amiably dis-
posed towards the one who had afforded them the entertainment.

ÒThestory of Sen Heng,Ó began Kai Lung, when the discussion had
terminated in the manner already recorded, Òconcernsitself with one
who possessedan unsuspecting and ingenious nature, which ill-fitted
him to take an ordinary part in the everyday affairs of life, no matter
how engaging such a character rendered him among his friends and rela-
tions. Having at an early age been entrusted with a burden of rice and
other produce from his father's fields to dispose of in the best possible
manner at a neighbouring mart, and having completed the transaction in
a manner extremely advantageous to those with whom he trafficked but
very intolerable to the one who had sent him, it at once becameapparent
that some other means of gaining a livelihood must be discovered for
him.

Ò'Beyondall doubt,Õsaid his father, after considering the matter for a
period, Ôitis a casein which one should be governed by the wise advice
and example of the Mandarin Poo-chow.Õ

Ò'Illustrious sire,Õexclaimed SenHeng, who chancedto be present, Ôthe
illiterate person who stands before you is entirely unacquainted with the
one to whom you have referred; nevertheless,he will, as you suggest, at
once set forth, and journeying with all speed to the abode of the
estimable Poo-chow, solicit his experience and advice.Õ

Ò'Unlessa more serious loss should be occasioned,Õreplied the father
coldly, Ôthereis no necessity to adopt so extreme a course. The benevol-
ent Mandarin in question existed at a remote period of the Thang
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dynasty, and the incident to which an allusion has been made arose in
the following way: To the public court of the enlightened Poo-chow
there came one day a youth of very inferior appearance and hesitating
manner, who besought his explicit advice, saying: ÒThedegraded and
unprepossessing being before you, O select and venerable Mandarin, is
by nature and attainments a person of the utmost timidity and fearful-
ness.From this causelife itself has becomea detestableobservancein his
eyes, for those who should be his companions of both sexeshold him in
undisguised contempt, making various unendurable allusions to the col-
our and nature of his internal organs whenever he would endeavour to
join them. Instruct him, therefore, the manner in which this cowardice
may be removed, and no service in return will be esteemed too great.Ó
ÒThereis a remedy,Óreplied the benevolent Mandarin, without any hes-
itation whatever, Òwhich if properly carried out is efficacious beyond the
possibility of failure. Certain component parts of your body are lacking,
and before the desired result can be obtained these must be supplied
from without. Of all courageous things the tiger is the most fearless,and
in consequenceit combines all those ingredients which you require; fur-
thermore, as the teeth of the tiger are the instruments with which it ac-
complishes its vengeful purpose, there reside the essential principles of
its inimitable courage. Let the person who seeksinstruction in the mat-
ter, therefore, do as follows: taking the teeth of a full-grown tiger assoon
as it is slain, and before the essenceshave time to return into the body,
he shall grind them to a powder, and mixing the powder with a portion
of rice, consume it. After seven days he must repeat the observance,and
yet again a third time, after another similar lapse. Let him, then, return
for further guidance; for the present the matter interests this person no
further.Ó At these words the youth departed, filled with a new and in-
spired hope; for the wisdom of the sagacious Poo-chow was a matter
which did not admit of any doubt whatever, and he had spoken with
well-defined certainty of the successof the experiment. Nevertheless,
after several days industriously spent in endeavouring to obtain by pur-
chase the teeth of a newly-slain tiger, the details of the undertaking
began to assume a new and entirely unforeseen aspect; for those whom
he approached as being the most likely to possess what he required
either becamevery immoderately and disagreeably amused at the nature
of the request, or regarded it as a new and ill-judged form of ridicule,
which they prepared to avenge by blows and by base remarks of the
most personal variety. At length it became unavoidably obvious to the
youth that if he was to obtain the articles in question it would first be
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necessarythat he should becomeadept in the art of slaying tigers, for in
no other way were the required conditions likely to be present. Although
the prospect was one which did not greatly tend to allure him, yet he did
not regard it with the utterly incapable emotions which would have been
present on an earlier occasion;for the habit of continually guarding him-
self from the onslaughts of those who received his inquiry in an attitude
of narrow-minded distrust had inspired him with a new-found valour,
while his amiable and unrestrained manner of life increased his bodily
vigour in every degree.First perfecting himself in the use of the bow and
arrow, therefore, he betook himself to a wild and very extensive forest,
and there concealedhimself among the upper foliage of a tall tree stand-
ing by the side of a pool of water. On the second night of his watch, the
youth perceived a large but somewhat ill-conditioned tiger approaching
the pool for the purpose of quenching its thirst, whereupon he trem-
blingly fitted an arrow to his bowstring, and profiting by the instruction
he had received, succeeded in piercing the creature to the heart. After
fulfilling the observancelaid upon him by the discriminating Poo-chow,
the youth determined to remain in the forest, and sustain himself upon
such food as fell to his weapons, until the time arrived when he should
carry out the rite for the last time. At the end of sevendays, so subtle had
he become in all kinds of hunting, and so strengthened by the meat and
herbs upon which he existed, that he disdained to avail himself of the
shelter of a tree, but standing openly by the side of the water, he engaged
the attention of the first tiger which cameto drink, and discharged arrow
after arrow into its body with unfailing power and precision. So entran-
cing, indeed, had the pursuit become that the next seven days
lengthened out into the apparent period of as many moons, in such a
leisurely manner did they rise and fall. On the appointed day, without
waiting for the evening to arrive, the youth set out with the first appear-
ance of light, and penetrated into the most inaccessible jungles, crying
aloud words of taunt-laden challenge to all the beaststherein, and accus-
ing the ancestors of their race of every imaginable variety of evil beha-
viour. Yet so great had become the renown of the one who stood forth,
and so widely had the warning voice been passedfrom tree to tree, pre-
paring all who dwelt in the forest against his anger, that not even the
fiercest replied openly, though low growls and mutterings proceeded
from every cave within a bow-shot's distance around. Wearying quickly
of such feeble and timorous demonstrations, the youth rushed into the
cave from which the loudest murmurs proceeded, and there discovered
a tiger of unnatural size, surrounded by the bones of innumerable ones
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whom it had devoured; for from time to time its ravagesbecameso great
and unbearable, that armies were raised in the neighbouring villages and
sent to destroy it, but more than a few stragglers never returned. Plainly
recognizing that a just and inevitable vengeancehad overtaken it, the ti-
ger made only a very inferior exhibition of resistance, and the youth,
having first stunned it with a blow of his closed hand, seized it by the
middle, and repeatedly dashed its head against the rocky sides of its re-
treat. He then performed for the third time the ceremony enjoined by the
Mandarin, and having cast upon the cringing and despicable forms con-
cealed in the surrounding woods and cavesa look of dignified and inef-
fable contempt, set out upon his homeward journey, and in the spaceof
three daysÕtime reached the town of the versatile Poo-chow. ÒBehold,Ó
exclaimed that person, when, lifting up his eyes, he saw the youth ap-
proaching laden with the skins of the tigers and other spoils, Ònow at
least the youths and maidens of your native village will no longer with-
draw themselves from the company of so undoubtedly heroic a person.Ó
ÒIllustrious Mandarin,Ó replied the other, casting both his weapons and
his trophies before his inspired adviser's feet, Òwhathas this person to do
with the little ones of either sex?Give him rather the foremost place in
your ever-victorious company of bowmen, so that he may repay in part
the undoubted debt under which he henceforth exists.ÓThis proposal
found favour with the pure-minded Poo-chow, so that in course of time
the unassuming youth who had come supplicating his advice becamethe
valiant commander of his army, and the one eventually chosen to
present plighting gifts to his only daughter.Õ

ÒWhenthe father had completed the narrative of how the faint-hearted
youth became in the end a courageous and resourceful leader of bow-
men, Senlooked up, and not in any degreeunderstanding the purpose of
the story, or why it had been set forth before him, exclaimed:

Ò'Undoubtedly the counsel of the graceful and intelligent Mandarin
Poo-chow was of inestimable service in the caserecorded, and this per-
son would gladly adopt it as his guide for the future, on the chanceof it
leading to a similar honourable career; but alas! there are no tigers to be
found throughout this Province.Õ

Ò'It is a loss which those who are engaged in commerce in the city of
Hankow strive to supply adequately,Õreplied his father, who had an as-
sured feeling that it would be of no avail to endeavour to show Senthat
the story which he had just related was one setting forth a definite pre-
cept rather than fixing an exact manner of behaviour. ÔForthat reason,Õ
he continued, Ôthisperson has concluded an arrangement by which you
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will journey to that place, and there enter into the house of commerce of
an expert and conscientious vendor of moving contrivances. Among so
rapacious and keen-witted a classof persons as they of Hankow, it is ex-
ceedingly unlikely that your amiable disposition will involve any indi-
vidual one in an unavoidably serious loss, and even should such an un-
foreseen event come to pass, there will, at least, be the undeniable satis-
faction of the thought that the unfortunate occurrence will in no way af-
fect the prosperity of those to whom you are bound by the natural ties of
affection.Õ

Ò'Benevolent and virtuous-minded father,Õreplied Sen gently, but
speaking with an inspired conviction; Ôfromhis earliest infancy this un-
assuming one has been instructed in an inviolable regard for the Five
General Principles of Fidelity to the Emperor, Respect for Parents, Har-
mony between Husband and Wife, Agreement among Brothers, and
Constancy in Friendship. It will be entirely unnecessary to inform so
pious-minded a person as the one now being addressed that no evil can
attend the footsteps of an individual who courteously observes these
enactments.Õ

Ò'Without doubt it is so arranged by the protecting Deities,Õreplied the
father; Ôyetit is an exceedingly desirable thing for those who are respons-
ible in the matter that the footsteps to which reference has been made
should not linger in the neighbourhood of the village, but should, with
all possible speed, turn in the direction of Hankow.Õ

ÒInthis manner it came to pass that SenHeng set forth on the follow-
ing day, and coming without delay to the great and powerful city of
Hankow, sought out the house of commerce known as ÔThePure Gilt
Dragon of Exceptional Symmetry,Õwhere the versatile King-y-Yang en-
gaged in the entrancing occupation of contriving moving figures, and
other devices of an ingenious and mirth-provoking character, which he
entrusted into the hands of numerous persons to sell throughout the
Province. From this cause, although enjoying a very agreeable recom-
pense from the sale of the objects, the greatly perturbed King-y-Yang
suffered continual internal misgivings; for the habit of behaving of those
whom he appointed to go forth in the manner described was such that
he could not entirely dismiss from his mind an assured conviction that
the details were not invariably as they were represented to be. Fre-
quently would one return in a very deficient and unpresentable condi-
tion of garment, asserting that on his return, while passing through a
lonely and unprotected district, he had been assailed by an armed band
of robbers, and despoiled of all he possessed.Another would claim to
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have been made the sport of evil spirits, who led him astray by means of
false signs in the forest, and finally destroyed his entire burden of com-
modities, accompanying the unworthy act by loud cries of triumph and
remarks of an insulting nature concerning King-y-Yang; for the honour-
able character and charitable actions of the person in question had made
him very objectionable to that classof beings. Others continually accoun-
ted for the absenceof the required number of taels by declaring that at a
certain point of their journey they were made the object of marks of ami-
able condescension on the part of a high and dignified public official,
who, on learning in whose service they were, immediately professed an
intimate personal friendship with the estimable King-y-Yang, and, out of
a feeling of gratified respect for him, took away all such contrivances as
remained undisposed of, promising to arrange the payment with the
refined King-y-Yang himself when they should next meet. For these
reasons King-y-Yang was especially desirous of obtaining one whose
spoken word could be received, upon all points, asan assured fact, and it
was, therefore, with an emotion of internal lightness that he confidently
heard from those who were acquainted with the person that Sen Heng
was, by nature and endowments, utterly incapable of representing mat-
ters of even the most insignificant degree to be otherwise than what they
really were.

Filled with an acute anxiety to discover what amount of successwould
be accorded to his latest contrivance, King-y-Yang led SenHeng to a se-
cluded chamber, and there instructed him in the method of selling cer-
tain apparently very ingeniously constructed ducks, which would have
the appearance of swimming about on the surface of an open vessel of
water, at the same time uttering loud and ever-increasing cries, after the
manner of their kind. With ill-restrained admiration at the skilful nature
of the deception, King-y-Yang pointed out that the ducks which were to
be disposed of, and upon which a seemingly very low price was fixed,
did not, in reality, possessany of these accomplishments, but would, on
the contrary, if placed in water, at once sink to the bottom in a most in-
capable manner; it being part of Sen's duty to exhibit only a specially
prepared creature which was restrained upon the surface by means of
hidden cords, and, while bending over it, to simulate the cries as agreed
upon. After satisfying himself that Sen could perform these movements
competently, King-y-Yang sent him forth, particularly charging him that
he should not return without a sum of money which fully represented
the entire number of ducks entrusted to him, or an adequate number of
unsold ducks to compensate for the deficiency.
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ÒAt the end of seven days Senreturned to King-y-Yang, and although
entirely without money, even to the extent of being unable to provide
himself with the merest necessitiesof a frugal existence,he honourably
returned the full number of ducks with which he had set out. It then be-
came evident that although Sen had diligently perfected himself in the
sounds and movements which King-y-Yang had contrived, he had not
fully understood that they were to be executed stealthily, but had, in
consequence,manifested the accomplishment openly, not unreasonably
supposing that such an exhibition would be an additional inducement to
those who appeared to be well-disposed towards the purchase. From
this cause it came about that although large crowds were attracted by
Sen'smanner of conducting the enterprise, none actually engagedto pur-
chase even the least expensively-valued of the ducks, although several
publicly complimented Sen on his exceptional proficiency, and re-
peatedly urged him to louder and more frequent cries, suggesting that
by such means possible buyers might be attracted to the spot from re-
mote and inaccessible villages in the neighbourhood.

ÒWhenKing-y-Yang learned how the venture had been carried out, he
became most intolerably self-opinionated in his expressions towards
Sen'smental attainments and the manner of his bringing up. It was en-
tirely in vain that the one referred to pointed out in a tone of persuasive
and courteous restraint that he had not, down to the most minute partic-
ulars, transgressed either the general or the specific obligations of the
Five General Principles, and that, therefore, he was blameless,and even
worthy of commendation for the manner in which he had acted. With an
inelegant absenceof all refined feeling, King-y-Yang most incapably de-
clined to discuss the various aspects of the controversy in an amiable
manner, asserting, indeed, that for the consideration of as many brass
cash as Senhad mentioned principles he would causehim to be thrown
into prison asa person of unnatural ineptitude. Then, without rewarding
Sen for the time spent in his service, or even inviting him to partake of
food and wine, the insufferable deviser of very indifferent animated con-
trivances again sent him out, this time into the streets of Hankow with a
number of delicately inlaid boxes, remarking in a tone of voice which
plainly indicated an exactly contrary desire that he would be filled with
an overwhelming satisfaction if Sen could discover any excuse for re-
turning a second time without disposing of anything. This remark Sen's
ingenuous nature led him to regard as a definite fact, so that when a
passer-by, who tarried to examine the boxes chanced to remark that the
colours might have beenarranged to greater advantage, in which casehe
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would certainly have purchased at least one of the articles, Senhastened
back, although in a distant part of the city, to inform King-y-Yang of the
suggestion, adding that he himself had been favourably impressed with
the improvement which could be effected by such an alteration.

ÒThenature of King-y-Yang's emotion when Senagain presented him-
self before himÑand when by repeatedly applied tests on various parts
of his body he understood that he was neither the victim of malicious
demons, nor wandering in an insensible condition in the Middle Air, but
that the causeof the return was such as had been plainly statedÑwas of
so mixed and benumbing a variety, that for a considerable spaceof time
he was quite unable to expresshimself in any way, either by words or by
signs. By the time these attributes returned there had formed itself
within King-y-Yang's mind a design of most contemptible malignity,
which seemed to present to his enfeebled intellect a scheme by which
Sen would be adequately punished, and finally disposed of, without
causing him any further trouble in the matter. For this purpose he con-
cealed the real condition of his sentiments towards Sen,and warmly ex-
pressedhimself in terms of delicate flattery regarding that one's sumptu-
ous and unfailing taste in the matter of the blending of the colours.
Without doubt, he continued, such an alteration as the one proposed
would greatly increase the attractiveness of the inlaid boxes, and the
matter should be engaged upon without delay. In the meantime,
however, not to waste the immediate services of so discriminating and
persevering a servant, he would entrust Senwith a mission of exception-
al importance, which would certainly tend greatly to his remunerative
benefit. In the district of Yun, in the north-western part of the Province,
said the crafty and treacherous King-y-Yang, a particular kind of insect
was greatly esteemedon account of the beneficent influence which it ex-
ercised over the rice plants, causing them to mature earlier, and to attain
a greater size than ever happened in its absence. In recent years this
creature had rarely been seenin the neighbourhood of Yun, and, in con-
sequence,the earth-tillers throughout that country had beenbrought into
a most disconcerting state of poverty, and would, inevitably, be pre-
pared to exchangewhatever they still possessedfor even a few of the in-
sects,in order that they might liberate them to increase,and so entirely
reverse the objectionable state of things. Speaking in this manner, King-
y-Yang entrusted to Sen a carefully prepared box containing a score of
the insects, obtained at a great cost from a country beyond the Bitter
Water, and after giving him further directions concerning the journey,

103



and enjoining the utmost secrecyabout the valuable contents of the box,
he sent him forth.

ÒThediscreet and sagacious will already have understood the nature
of King-y-Yang's intolerable artifice; but, for the benefit of the amiable
and unsuspecting, it is necessaryto make it clear that the words which
he had spoken bore no sort of resemblanceto affairs as they really exis-
ted. The district around Yun was indeed involved in a most unprepos-
sessingdestitution, but this had been caused, not by the absenceof any
rare and auspicious insect, but by the presenceof vast hordes of locusts,
which had overwhelmed and devoured the entire face the country. It so
chanced that among the recently constructed devices at ÔThePure Gilt
Dragon of Exceptional SymmetryÕwere a number of elegant representa-
tions of rice fields and fruit gardens so skilfully fashioned that they de-
ceived even the creatures, and attracted, among other living things, all
the locusts in Hankow into that place of commerce. It was a number of
these insects that King-y-Yang vindictively placed in the box which he
instructed Sen to carry to Yun, well knowing that the reception which
would be accorded to anyone who appeared there on such a mission
would be of so fatally destructive a kind that the consideration of his re-
turn need not engage a single conjecture.

ÒEntirely tranquil in intellectÑfor the possibility of King-y-Yang's in-
tention being in any way other than what he had represented it to be did
not arise within Sen's ingenuous mindÑthe person in question cheer-
fully set forth on his long but unavoidable march towards the region of
Yun. As he journeyed along the way, the nature of his meditation
brought up before him the events which had taken place since his arrival
at Hankow; and, for the first time, it was brought within his understand-
ing that the story of the youth and the three tigers, which his father had
related to him, was in the likeness of a proverb, by which counsel and
warning is conveyed in a graceful and inoffensive manner. Readily ap-
plying the fable to his own condition, he could not doubt but that the
first two animals to be overthrown were represented by the two under-
takings which he had already conscientiously performed in the matter of
the mechanical ducks and the inlaid boxes, and the conviction that he
was even then engagedon the third and last trial filled him with an intel-
ligent gladness so unobtrusive and refined that he could expresshis en-
trancing emotions in no other way that by lifting up his voice and utter-
ing the far-reaching cries which he had used on the first of the occasions
just referred to.
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ÒIn this manner the first part of the journey passed away with enga-
ging celerity. Anxious as Sen undoubtedly was to complete the third
task, and approach the details which, in his own case,would correspond
with the command of the bowmen and the marriage with the Mandarin's
daughter of the person in the story, the noontide heat compelled him to
rest in the shade by the wayside for a lengthy period each day. During
one of these pausesit occurred to his versatile mind that the time which
was otherwise uselessly expended might be well disposed of in endeav-
ouring to increasethe value and condition of the creaturesunder his care
by instructing them in the performance of some simple accomplish-
ments, such as might not be too laborious for their feeble and immature
understanding. In this he was more successful than he had imagined
could possibly be the case,for the discriminating insects, from the first,
had every appearanceof recognizing that Senwas inspired by a sincere
regard for their ultimate benefit, and was not merely using them for his
own advancement. So assiduously did they devote themselves to their
allotted tasks, that in a very short space of time there was no detail in
connexion with their own simple domestic arrangements that was not
understood and daily carried out by an appointed band. Entranced at
this intelligent manner of conducting themselves, Sen industriously ap-
plied his time to the more congenial task of instructing them in the re-
fined arts, and presently he had the enchanting satisfaction of witnessing
a number of the most cultivated faultlessly and unhesitatingly perform a
portion of the well-known gravity-removing play entitled ÒTheBenevol-
ent Omen of White Dragon Tea Garden; or, Three Times a Mandarin.Ó
Not even content with this elevating display, Sen ingeniously contrived,
from various objectswhich he discovered at different points by the way-
side, an effective and life-like representation of a war-junk, for which he
trained a crew, who, at an agreed signal, would take up their appointed
places and go through the required movements, both of sailing, and of
discharging the guns, in a reliable and efficient manner.

ÒAsSen was one day educating the least competent of the insects in
the simpler parts of banner-carriers, gong-beaters, and the like, to their
more graceful and versatile companions, he lifted up his eyes and be-
held, standing by his side, a person of very elaborately embroidered ap-
parel and commanding personality, who had all the appearance of one
who had been observing his movements for some spaceof time. Calling
up within his remembrance the warning which he had received from
King-y-Yang, Sen was preparing to restore the creatures to their closed
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box, when the stranger, in a loud and dignified voice, commanded him
to refrain, adding:

ÒÔThereis, resting at a spot within the immediate neighbourhood, a
person of illustrious name and ancestry, who would doubtless be grati-
fied to witness the diverting actions of which this one has recently beena
spectator. As the reward of a tael cannot be unwelcome to a person of
your inferior appearanceand unpresentable garments, take up your box
without delay, and follow the one who is now before you.Õ

ÒWith these words the richly-clad stranger led the way through a nar-
row woodland path, closely followed by Sen, to whom the attraction of
the promised rewardÑa larger sum, indeed, than he had ever pos-
sessedÑwas sufficiently alluring to make him determined that the other
should not, for the briefest possible moment, pass beyond his sight.

ÒNot to withhold that which Senwas entirely ignorant of until a later
period, it is now revealed that the person in question was the official
Provider of Diversions and PleasurableOccupations to the sacredand il-
limitable Emperor, who was then engaged in making an unusually ex-
tensive march through the eight Provinces surrounding his CapitalÑfor
the acute and well-educated will not need to be reminded that Nanking
occupied that position at the time now engagedwith. Until his providen-
tial discovery of Sen,the distinguished Provider had been immersed in a
most unenviable condition of despair, for his enlightened but
exceedingly perverse-minded master had, of late, declined to be in any
way amused, or even interested, by the simple and unpretentious enter-
tainment which could be obtained in so inaccessiblea region. The well-
intentioned efforts of the followers of the Court, who engagingly endeav-
oured to divert the Imperial mind by performing certain feats which they
remembered to have witnessed on previous occasions,but which, until
the necessityarose, they had never essayed,were entirely without result
of a beneficial order. Even the accomplished Provider's one attain-
mentÑthat of striking together both the hands and the feet thrice simul-
taneously, while leaping into the air, and at the same time producing a
sound not unlike that emitted by a large and vigorous bee when held
captive in the fold of a robe, an action which never failed to throw the il-
lustrious Emperor into a most uncontrollable state of amusement when
performed within the Imperial PalaceÑnow only drew from him the un-
sympathetic, if not actually offensive, remark that the attitude and the
noise bore a marked resemblance to those produced by a person when
being bowstrung, adding, with unprepossessing significance, that of the
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two entertainments he had an unevadable conviction that the bow-
stringing would be the more acceptable and gravity-removing.

ÒWhen Sen beheld the size and the silk-hung magnificence of the
camp into which his guide led him, he was filled with astonishment, and
at the same time recognized that he had acted in an injudicious and
hasty manner by so readily accepting the offer of a tael; whereas, if he
had been in possession of the true facts of the case, as they now ap-
peared, he would certainly have endeavoured to obtain double that
amount before consenting. As he was hesitating within himself whether
the matter might not even yet be arranged in a more advantageous man-
ner, he was suddenly led forward into the most striking and ornamental
of the tents, and commanded to engagethe attention of the one in whose
presence he found himself, without delay.

ÒFromthe first moment when the inimitable creatures began, at Sen's
spoken word, to go through the ordinary details of their domestic affairs,
there was no sort of doubt as to the nature of the successwith which
their well-trained exertions would be received. The dark shadows in-
stantly forsook the enraptured Emperor's select brow, and from time to
time he expressed himself in words of most unrestrained and intimate
encouragement. So exuberant became the overjoyed Provider's emotion
at having at length succeededin obtaining the services of one who was
able to recall his Imperial master's unclouded countenance,that he came
forward in a most unpresentable state of haste, and rose into the air un-
commanded, for the display of his usually not unwelcome acquirement.
This he would doubtless have executed competently had not Sen, who
stood immediately behind him, suddenly and unexpectedly raised his
voice in a very vigorous and proficient duck cry, thereby causing the one
before him to endeavour to turn around in alarm, while yet in the
airÑan intermingled state of movements of both the body and the mind
that causedhim to abandon his original intention in a manner which re-
moved the gravity of the Emperor to an even more pronounced degree
than had been effected by the diverting attitudes of the insects.

ÒWhen the gratified Emperor had beheld every portion of the tasks
which Sen had instilled into the minds of the insects, down even to the
minutest detail, he called the well-satisfied Provider before him, and ad-
dressing him in a voice which might be designed to betray either stern-
ness or an amiable indulgence, said:

ÒÔYou,O Shan-se,are reported to be a person of no particular intellect
or discernment, and, for this reason, theseones who are speaking have a
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desire to know how the matter will present itself in your eyes.Which is it
the more commendable and honourable for a person to train to a condi-
tion of unfailing excellence,human beings of confessedintelligence or in-
sects of a low and degraded standard?Õ

ÒTothis remark the discriminating Shan-semade no reply, being, in-
deed, undecided in his mind whether such a course was expectedof him.
On several previous occasionsthe somewhat introspective Emperor had
addressed himself to persons in what they judged to be the form of a
question, as one might say, ÔHowblue is the unapproachable air canopy,
and how delicately imagined the colour of the clouds!Õyet when they
had expressedtheir deliberate opinion on the subjectsreferred to, stating
the exact degree of blueness, and the like, the nature of their reception
ever afterwards was such that, for the future, persons endeavoured to
determine exactly the intention of the Emperor's mind before declaring
themselves in words. Being exceedingly doubtful on this occasion,there-
fore, the very cautious Shan-seadopted the more prudent and uncom-
promising attitude, and smiling acquiescently, he raised both his hands
with a self-deprecatory movement.

ÒÔAlas!Õexclaimed the Emperor, in a tone which plainly indicated that
the evasive Shan-sehad adopted a course which did not commend itself,
Ôhowunendurable a condition of affairs is it for a person of acute mental
perception to be annoyed by the inopportune behaviour of one who is
only fit to mix on terms of equality with beggars, and low-caste street
cleanersÑÕ

ÒÔSucha condition of affairs is indeed most offensively unbearable, il-
lustrious Being,Õremarked Shan-se, who clearly perceived that his
former silence had not been productive of a delicate state of feeling to-
wards himself.

ÒÔIthas frequently been said,Õcontinued the courteous and pure-
minded Emperor, only signifying his refined displeasure at Shan-se's
really ill-considered observation by so arranging his position that the
person in question on longer enjoyed the sublime distinction of gazing
upon his benevolent face, Ôthattitles and offices have been accorded,
from time to time, without any regard for the fitting qualifications of
those to whom they were presented. The truth that such a state of things
does occasionally exist has been brought before our eyesduring the past
few days by the abandoned and inefficient behaviour of one who will
henceforth be a marked official; yet it has always been our endeavour to
reward expert and unassuming merit, whenever it is discovered. As we
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were setting forth, when we were interrupted in a most obstinate and su-
perfluous manner, the one who can guide and cultivate the minds of un-
thinking, and not infrequently obstinate and rapacious, insects would
certainly enjoy an even greater measure of successif entrusted with the
discriminating intellects of human beings. For this reason it appears that
no more fitting person could be found to occupy the important and well-
rewarded position of Chief Arranger of the Competitive Examinations
than the one before usÑprovided his opinions and manner of expressing
himself are such as commend themselves to us. To satisfy us on this
point let Sen Heng now stand forth and declare his beliefs.Õ

ÒOnthis invitation Sen advanced the requisite number of paces,and
not in any degree understanding what was required of him, determined
that the occasion was one when he might fittingly declare the Five Gen-
eral Principles which were ever present in his mind. ÔUnquestioning
Fidelity to the SacredEmperorÑÕhe began,when the person in question
signified that the trial was over.

ÒÔAfterso competent and inspired an expression as that which has just
been uttered, which, if rightly considered, includes all lesser things, it is
unnecessary to say more,Õhe declared affably. ÔTheappointment which
has already been specified is now declared to be legally conferred. The
evening will be devoted to a repetition of the entrancing manoeuvres
performed by the insects, to be followed by a feast and music in honour
of the recognized worth and position of the accomplished Sen Heng.
There is really no necessity for the apparently over-fatigued Shan-seto
attend the festival.Õ

ÒInsuch a manner was the foundation of Sen'sultimate prosperity es-
tablished, by which he came in the processof time to occupy a very high
place in public esteem.Yet, being a person of honourably-minded con-
scientiousness,he did not hesitate, when questioned by those who made
pilgrimages to him for the purpose of learning by what means he had
risen to so remunerative a position, to ascribe his success,not entirely to
his own intelligent perception of persons and events, but, in part, also to
a never-failing regard for the dictates of the Five General Principles, and
a discriminating subservience to the inspired wisdom of the venerable
Poo-chow, asconveyed to him in the story of the faint-hearted youth and
the three tigers. This story Senfurthermore caused to be inscribed in let-
ters of gold, and displayed in a prominent position in his native village,
where it has since doubtless been the means of instructing and advan-
cing countless observant ones who have not been too insufferable to be
guided by the experience of those who have gone before.Ó
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Chapter4
The Experiment of the Mandarin Chan Hung

Related by Kai Lung at Shan Tzu, on the occasion of his receivinga very unex-
pected reward.

ÒThere are certainly many occasions when the principles of the
Mandarin Chan Hung appear to find practical favour in the eyesof those
who form this usually uncomplaining person's audiences at Shan Tzu,Ó
remarked Kai Lung, with patient resignation, as he took up his
collecting-bowl and transferred the few brass coins which it held to a
concealed place among his garments. ÒHas the village lately suffered
from a visit of one of those persons who come armed with authority to
remove by force or stratagem such goods as bear names other than those
possessedby their holders? or is it, indeedÑas they of Wu-whei confid-
ently assertÑthat when the Day of Vows arrives the people of ShanTzu,
with one accord, undertake to deny themselves in the matter of gifts and
free offerings, in spite of every conflicting impulse?Ó

ÒTheyof Wu-whei!Ó exclaimed a self-opinionated bystander, who had
by some means obtained an inferior public office, and who was, in con-
sequence,enabled to be present on all occasions without contributing
any offering. ÒWell is that village named ÔTheRefuge of Unworthiness,Õ
for its dwellers do little but rob and illtreat strangers, and spread evil
and lying reports concerning better endowed ones than themselves.Ó

ÒSucha condition of affairs may exist,Óreplied Kai Lung, without any
indication of concern either one way or the other; Òyetit is an undeniable
fact that they reward this commonplace story-teller's too often underes-
timated efforts in a manner which betrays them either to be of noble
birth, or very desirous of putting to shame their less prosperous neigh-
bouring places.Ó

ÒSuchexhibitions of uncalled-for lavishness are merely the signs of an
ill-regulated and inordinate vanity,Ó remarked a Mandarin of the eighth
grade, who chanced to be passing, and who stopped to listen to Kai
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Lung's words. ÒNevertheless,it is not fitting that a collection of decaying
hovels, which Wu-whei assuredly is, should, in however small a detail,
appear to rise above Shan Tzu, so that if the versatile and unassuming
Kai Lung will again honour this assembly by allowing his well-construc-
ted bowl to passfreely to and fro, this obscure and otherwise entirely su-
perfluous individual will make it his especial care that the brass of Wu-
whei shall be answered with solid copper, and its debased pewter with
doubly refined silver.Ó

With these encouraging words the very opportune Mandarin of the
eighth grade himself followed the story-teller's collecting-bowl, ob-
serving closely what each person contributed, so that, although he gave
nothing from his own store, Kai Lung had never before received so hon-
ourable an amount.

ÒO illustrious Kai Lung,Ó exclaimed a very industrious and ill-clad
herb-gatherer, who, in spite of his poverty, could not refrain from ming-
ling with listeners whenever the story-teller appeared in Shan Tzu, Òa
single piece of brass money is to this person more than a block of solid
gold to many of Wu-whei; yet he has twice made the customary offering,
once freely, once becausea courteous and pure-minded individual who
possessescertain written papers of his connected with the repayment of
some few taels walked behind the bowl and engaged his eyes with an
unmistakable and very significant glance. This fact emboldens him to
make the following petition: that in place of the not altogether unknown
story of Yung Chang which had been announced the proficient and
nimble-minded Kai Lung will entice our attention with the history of the
Mandarin Chan Hung, to which reference has already been made.Ó

ÒTheoccasionis undoubtedly one which calls for recognition to an un-
usual degree,Óreplied Kai Lung with extreme affability. ÒTo that end
this person will accordingly narrate the story which has been suggested,
notwithstanding the fact that it has been specially prepared for the ears
of the sublime Emperor, who is at this moment awaiting this unseemly
one's arrival in Peking with every mark of ill-restrained impatience,
tempered only by his expectation of being the first to hear the story of
the well-meaning but somewhat premature Chan Hung.

ÒTheMandarin in question lived during the reign of the accomplished
Emperor Tsint-Sin, his Yamen being at Fow Hou, in the Province of
Shan-Tung, of which place he was consequently the chief official. In his
conscientious desire to administer a pure and beneficent rule, he not in-
frequently made himself a very prominent object for public disregard,
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especially by his attempts to introduce untried things, when from time to
time such matters arose within his mind and seemed to promise agree-
able and remunerative results. In this manner it came about that the
streets of Fow Hou were covered with large flat stones, to the great in-
convenience of those persons who had, from a very remote period, been
in the habit of passing the night on the soft clay which at all seasonsof
the year afforded a pleasant and efficient resting-place. Nevertheless, in
certain matters his engaging efforts were attended by an obvious suc-
cess.Having noticed that misfortunes and losses are much less keenly
felt when they immediately follow in the steps of an earlier evil, the be-
nevolent and humane-minded Chan Hung devised an ingenious method
of lightening the burden of a necessarytaxation by arranging that those
persons who were the most heavily involved should be made the victims
of an attack and robbery on the night before the matter becamedue. By
this thoughtful expedient the unpleasant duty of parting from so many
taels was almost imperceptibly led up to, and when, after the lapse of
some slight period, the first sums of money were secretly returned, with
a written proverb appropriate to the occasion, the public rejoicing of
those who, had the matter been left to its natural course,would still have
been filling the air with bitter and unendurable lamentations, plainly
testified to the inspired wisdom of the enlightened Mandarin.

ÒThe well-merited success of this amiable expedient caused the
Mandarin Chan Hung every variety of intelligent emotion, and no day
passed without him devoting a portion of his time to the labour of dis-
covering other advantages of a similar nature. Engrossed in deep and
very sublime thought of this order, he chanced upon a certain day to be
journeying through Fow Hou, when he met a person of irregular intel-
lect, who made an uncertain livelihood by following the unassuming
and charitably-disposed from place to place, chanting in a loud voice set
verses recording their virtues, which he composed in their honour. On
account of his undoubted infirmities this person was permitted a greater
freedom of speechwith those above him than would have been the case
had his condition been merely ordinary; so that when Chan Hung ob-
served him becoming very grossly amused on his approach, to such an
extent indeed, that he neglected to perform any of the fitting acts of
obeisance,the wise and noble-minded Mandarin did not in any degree
suffer his complacency to be affected, but, drawing near, addressed him
in a calm and dignified manner.

ÒÔWhy,O Ming-hi,Õ he said, Ôdoyou permit your gravity to be re-
moved to such an exaggerated degree at the sight of this in no way
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striking or exceptional person? and why, indeed, do you stand in so un-
becoming an attitude in the presenceof one who, in spite of his depraved
inferiority, is unquestionably your official superior, and could, without
any hesitation, condemn you to the tortures or even to bowstringing on
the spot?Õ

ÒÔMandarin,Õexclaimed Ming-hi, stepping up to Chan Hung, and,
without any hesitation, pressing the gilt button which adorned the
official's body garment, accompanying the action by a continuous
muffled noise which suggested the repeated striking of a hidden bell,
Ôyouwonder that this person stands erect on your approach, neither
rolling his lowered head repeatedly from side to side, nor tracing circles
in the dust of Fow Hou with his submissive stomach? Know then, the
meaning of the proverb, ÒDistrust an inordinate appearanceof servility.
The estimable person who retires from your presence walking back-
wards may adopt that deferential manner in order to keep concealedthe
long double-edged knife with which he had hoped to slay you.ÓThe ex-
cessive amusement that seized this offensive person when he beheld
your well-defined figure in the distance arose from his perception of
your internal satisfaction, which is, indeed, unmistakably reflected in
your symmetrical countenance. For, O Mandarin, in spite of your hon-
ourable endeavours to turn things which are devious into a straight line,
the matters upon which you engageyour versatile intellectÑlittle as you
suspect the factÑare asgrains of the finest Foo-chow sand in comparison
with that which escapes your attention.Õ

ÒÔStrangeare your words, O Ming-hi, and dark to this person your
meaning,Õreplied Chan Hung, whose feelings were evenly balanced
between a desire to know what thing he had neglected and a fear that his
dignity might suffer if he were observed to remain long conversing with
a person of Ming-hi's low mental attainments. ÔWithoutdelay, and with
an entire absenceof lengthy and ornamental forms of speech,expressthe
omission to which you have made reference; for this person has an un-
easy inside emotion that you are merely endeavouring to engagehis at-
tention to the end that you may make an unseemly and irrelevant reply,
and thereby involve him in an undeserved ridicule.Õ

ÒÔSucha device would be the pastime of one of immature years, and
could have no place in this person's habit of conduct,Õreplied Ming-hi,
with every appearanceof a fixed sincerity. ÔMoreover,the matter is one
which touches his own welfare closely, and, expressed in the fashion
which the proficient Mandarin has commanded, may be set forth as fol-
lows: By a wise and all-knowing divine system, it is arranged that certain
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honourable occupations, which by their nature cannot becomeremuner-
ative to any marked degree,shall be singled out for special marks of rev-
erence,so that those who engagetherein may be compensated in dignity
for what they must inevitably lack in taels. By this refined dispensation
the literary occupations, which are in general the highroads to the Estab-
lishment of Public Support and Uniform Apparel, are held in the highest
veneration. Agriculture, from which it is possible to wrest a competency,
follows in esteem; while the various branches of commerce, leading as
they do to vast possessionsand the attendant luxury, are very justly de-
prived of all the attributes of dignity and respect. Yet observe, O justice-
loving Mandarin, how unbecomingly this ingenious system of universal
compensation has been debased at the instance of grasping and avari-
cious ones. Dignity, riches and ease now go hand in hand, and the
highest rewarded in all matters are also the most esteemed,whereas, if
the discriminating provision of those who have gone before and so ar-
ranged it was observed, the direct contrary would be the case.Õ

ÒÔItis a state of things which is somewhat difficult to imagine in gener-
al matters of life, in spite of the fair-seemingnessof your words,Õsaid the
Mandarin thoughtfully; Ônorcan this rather obtuse and slow-witted per-
son fully grasp the practical application of the system on the edge of the
moment. In what manner would it operate in the caseof ordinary per-
sons, for example?Õ

ÒÔThereshould be a fixed and settled arrangement that the low-
minded and degrading occupationsÑsuch as that of following charitable
persons from place to place, chanting verses composed in their honour,
that of misleading travellers who inquire the way, so that they fall into
the hands of robbers, and the like callingsÑshould be the most highly re-
warded to the end that those who are engaged therein may obtain some
solace for the loss of dignity they experience, and the mean intellectual
position which they are compelled to maintain. By this device they
would be enabled to possesscertain advantages and degreesof comfort
which at present are utterly beyond their grasp, so that in the end they
would escape being entirely debased. To turn to the other foot, those
who are now high in position, and engaged in professions which enjoy
the confidence of all persons, have that which in itself is sufficient to in-
sure contentment. Furthermore, the most proficient and engaging in
every department, mean or high-minded, have certain attributes of re-
spect among those beneath them, so that they might justly be content
with the lowest reward in whatever calling they professed, the least skil-
ful and most left-handed being compensated for the mental anguish
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which they must undoubtedly suffer by receiving the greatest number of
taels.Õ

ÒÔSucha scheme would, as far as the matter has been expressed, ap-
pear to possessall the claims of respect,and to be, indeed, what was ori-
ginally intended by those who framed the essentials of existence,Õsaid
Chan Hung, when he had for some spaceof time considered the details.
ÔInone point, however, this person fails to perceive how the arrange-
ment could be amiably conducted in Fow Hou. The one who is address-
ing you maintains, as a matter of right, a position of exceptional respect,
nor, if he must expresshimself upon such a detail, are his excessively fa-
tiguing duties entirely unremunerativeÉÕ

ÒÔInthe case of the distinguished and unalterable Mandarin,Õ
exclaimed Ming-hi, with no appearanceof hesitation, Ôthematter would
of necessity be arranged otherwise. Being from that time, as it were, the
controller of the destinies and remunerations of all those in Fow Hou, he
would, manifestly, be outside the working of the scheme;standing apart
and regulating, like the person who turns the handle of the corn-mill, but
does not suffer himself to be drawn between the stones, he could still
maintain both his respect and his remuneration unaltered.Õ

ÒÔIfthe detail could honourably be regarded in such a light,Õsaid Chan
Hung, Ôthisperson would, without delay, so rearrange matters in Fow
Hou, and thereby create universal justice and an unceasing contentment
within the minds of all.Õ

ÒÔUndoubtedlysuch a course could be justly followed,ÕassentedMing-
hi, Ôforin precisely that manner of working was the complete schemere-
vealed to this highly-favoured person.Õ

ÒEntirely wrapped up in thoughts concerning the inception and man-
ner of operation of this project Chan Hung began to retrace his steps to-
wards the Yamen, failing to observe in his benevolent abstraction of
mind, that the unaffectedly depraved person Ming-hi was stretching out
his feet towards him and indulging in every other form of low-minded
and undignified contempt.

ÒBeforehe reached the door of his residence the Mandarin overtook
one who occupied a high position of confidence and remuneration in the
Department of Public Fireworks and Coloured Lights. Fully assured of
this versatile person's enthusiasm on behalf of so humane and charitable
a device, Chan Hung explained the entire matter to him without delay,
and expressly desired that if there were any details which appeared cap-
able of improvement, he would declare himself clearly regarding them.
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ÒÔAlas!Õexclaimed the person with whom the Mandarin was convers-
ing, speaking in so unfeignedly disturbed and terrified a voice that sev-
eral who were passing by stopped in order to learn the full circumstance,
Ôhavethis person's ears been made the object of some unnaturally light-
minded demon's ill-disposed pastime, or does the usually well-balanced
Chan Hung in reality contemplate so violent and un-Chinese an action?
What but evil could arise from a single word of the changewhich he pro-
poses to the extent of a full written book? The entire fixed nature of
events would become reversed; persons would no longer be fully ac-
countable to one another; and Fow Hou being thus thrown into a most
unendurable state of confusion, the protecting Deities would doubtless
withdraw their influence, and the entire region would soon be given
over to the malicious guardianship of rapacious and evilly-disposed
spirits. Let this person entreat the almost invariably clear-sighted Chan
Hung to return at once to his adequately equipped and sumptuous Ya-
men, and barring well the door of his inner chamber, so that it can only
be opened from the outside, partake of several sleeping essencesof un-
usual strength, after which he will awake in an undoubtedly refreshed
state of mind, and in a condition to observe matters with his accustomed
diamond-like penetration.Õ

ÒÔByno means!Õcried one of those who had stopped to learn the occa-
sion of the incidentÑa very inferior maker of unserviceable imitation
pigtailsÑ'the devout and conscientious-minded Mandarin Chan Hung
speaks as the inspired mouth-piece of the omnipotent Buddha, and
must, for that reason, be obeyed in every detail. This person would un-
hesitatingly counsel the now invaluable Mandarin to proceed to his well-
constructed residencewithout delay, and there calling together his entire
staff of those who set down his spoken words, put the complete Heaven-
sent plan into operation, and beyond recall, before he retires to his inner
chamber.Õ

ÒUpon this there arose a most inelegant display of undignified emo-
tions on the part of the assembly which had by this time gathered togeth-
er. While those who occupied honourable and remunerative positions
very earnestly entreated the Mandarin to act in the manner which had
been suggested by the first speaker, othersÑwho had, in the meantime,
made use of imagined figures, and thereby discovered that the proposed
changewould be greatly to their advantageÑraised shouts of encourage-
ment towards the proposal of the pigtail-maker, urging the noble
Mandarin not to become small in the face towards the insignificant few
who were ever opposed to enlightened reform, but to maintain an
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unflaccid upper lip, and carry the entire matter through to its destined
end. In the course of this very unseemly tumult, which soon involved all
persons present in hostile demonstrations towards each other, both the
Mandarin and the official from the Fireworks and Coloured Lights De-
partment found an opportunity to passaway secretly, the former to con-
sider well the various sides of the matter, towards which he becamebet-
ter disposed with every thought, the latter to find a purchaser of his ap-
pointment and leave Fow Hou before the likelihood of Chan Hung's
scheme became generally known.

ÒAt this point an earlier circumstance, which affected the future un-
rolling of events to no insignificant degree, must be made known, con-
cerning as it does Lila, the fair and very accomplished daughter of Chan
Hung. Possessingno son or heir to succeedhim, the Mandarin exhibited
towards Lila a very unusual depth of affection, so marked, indeed, that
when certain evil-minded ones endeavoured to encompasshis degrada-
tion, on the plea of eccentricity of character, the written papers which
they dispatched to the high onesat Peking contained no other accusation
in support of the contention than that the individual in question re-
garded his daughter with an obvious pride and pleasure which no per-
son of well-balanced intellect lavished on any but a son.

ÒItwas his really conscientious desire to establish Lila's welfare above
all things that had caused Chan Hung to become in some degree unde-
cided when conversing with Ming-hi on the detail of the scheme;for, un-
affected as the Mandarin himself would have been at the prospect of an
honourable poverty, it was no part of his intention that the adorable and
exceptionally-refined Lila should be drawn into such an existence.That,
indeed, had been the essential of his reply on a certain and not far re-
moved occasion, when two persons of widely differing positions had
each made a formal request that he might be allowed to present
marriage-pledging gifts to the very desirable Lila. Maintaining an en-
lightened opennessof mind upon the subject, the Mandarin had replied
that nothing but the merit of undoubted suitablenessof a person would
affect him in such a decision. As it was ordained by the wise and un-
changing Deities that merit should always be fittingly rewarded, he went
on to expresshimself, and as the most suitable person was obviously the
one who could the most agreeably provide for her, the two circum-
stancesinevitably tended to the decision that the one chosen should be
the person who could amassthe greatest number of taels. To this end he
instructed them both to present themselves at the end of a year, bringing
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