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Chapter1
Introduction

Christian Reader,
I here present you with a subject full of sweet variety. This Sermon of
Christ on the Mount is a piece of spiritual needlework, wrought with
divers colors. Here is both usefulnessand sweetness. In this portion of
Holy Scripture, you have a summary of true religionÑthe Bible epitom-
ized. Here is a garden of delight, where you may pluck those flowers
which will deck the hidden man of your heart. Here is the golden key
which will open the gate of Paradise! Here is the conduit of the Gospel,
running wine to nourish such as are poor in spirit and pure in heart.
Here is the rich cabinet wherein the Pearl of Blessednessis locked up.
Here is the golden pot in which is that manna which will feed and revive
the soul unto everlasting life. Here is a way chalked out to the Holy of
Holies.

Reader, how happy were it if, while others take up their time and
thoughts about secularthings which perish in the usingÑyou could mind
eternity and be guided by this Scripture-clue which leads you to the Be-
atific Vision. If, after God has set life before youÑyou indulge your sen-
sual appetite and still court your lusts, how inexcusablewill be your neg-
lect, and how inexpressible your misery!

May the Lord grant that while you have an opportunity, and the wind
servesyou, you may not lie idle at anchor, and when it is too late begin
to hoist up sails for Heaven. Oh now, Christian, let your loins be girt,
and your lamps burning, that when the Lord Jesus,your blessed Bride-
groom, shall knock, you may be ready to go in with Him to the marriage-
supper, which shall be the prayer of him who is,
Yours in all true affection and devotion,
Thomas Watson
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"When Jesussaw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after
He sat down, His disciples came to Him. He opened His mouth and
began to teach them." Matthew 5:1, 2

The blessed evangelist Matthew, the penman of this sacred history,
was at first by profession, a tax collector; and Christ, having called him
from the custom-house, made him a gatherer of souls. This holy man in
the first chapter records Christ's birth and genealogy. In
the secondchapter, he records Christ's dignityÑa star ushers in the wise
men to him, and as a king he is presented with gold and frankincense
and myrrh (2:9-11). In the third chapter the evangelist records his bap-
tism. In the fourth, his temptations; in the fifth, his preaching, which
chapter is like a rich gold mine. Every verse has some gold in it.

There are four things in this chapter which offer themselves to our
view:

1. The Preacher

2. The Pulpit

3. The Occasion

4. The Sermon

1. The Preacher.JesusChrist. The best of preachers. 'He went up.' He
in whom there was a combination of all virtues, a constellation of all
beauties.He whose lips were not only sweet as the honey-comb, but did
drop as the honey-comb. His wordsÑan oracle; his worksÑa miracle;
his lifeÑa pattern; his deathÑa sacrifice. 'He went up into a mountain
and taught.' Jesus Christ was every way ennobledand qualifiedfor the
work of the ministry.

[1] Christ was an INTELLIGENT preacher. He had 'the Spirit without
measure' (John 3:34) and knew how to speak a word in due sea-
sonÑwhen to humble, and when to comfort. We cannot know all
the facesof our hearers. Christ knew the heartsof his hearers! He under-
stood what doctrine would best suit them, as the farmer can tell what
sort of grain is proper for such-and-such a soil.

[2] Christ was a POWERFUL preacher. 'He spoke with authority'
(Matthew 7:29). He could set men's sins before them and show them
their very hearts! 'Come, see a man who told me all things that I ever
did!' (John 4:29).That is the best looking-glass, not which is most richly
set with pearlÑbut which shows the truest face!Christ was a preacher to
the conscience. He breathed as much zeal as eloquence.He often touched
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upon the heart-strings. What is said of Luther is more truly applicable to
Christ. He spoke 'as if he had been within a man'. He could drive
the wedgeof his doctrinein the most knotty piece. He was able with his
two-edged sword to pierce a heart of stone! 'Never man spoke like this
man!' (John 7:46)

[3] Christ was a SUCCESSFUL preacher. He had the art of converting
souls. 'Many believed on him.' (John 10:42),yes, people of rank and qual-
ity. 'Among the chief rulers many believed' (John 12:42). He who had
'grace poured into his lips' (Psalm 45:2), could pour grace into his hear-
ers' hearts. He had the key of David in his hand, and when he
pleasedÑhe opened the hearts of men, and made way both for himself
and his doctrine to enter. If he blew the trumpet, his veryenemieswould
come under his banner! Upon his summons, none dare but surrender.

[4] Christ was a LAWFUL preacher. As he had his unction from his
Father, so also his mission. 'The Father who sent me, bearswitness of me'
(John 8:18). Christ, in whom were all perfections concentredÑyet he
would be solemnly sealed and inaugurated into his ministerial officeÑas
well as his mediatoryoffice.

If JesusChrist would not enter upon the work of the ministry without
a commission, how absurdly impudent are those who without any war-
rant dare invade this holy function! There must be a lawful admission of
men into the ministry. 'No man takes this honor to himselfÑbut he who
is called of God, as was Aaron' (Hebrews 5:4). Our Lord Christ
gave apostlesand prophetsÑwho were extraordinaryministers; so he
gives pastorsand teacherswho were initiated and made in
an ordinaryway (Ephesians 4:11). He will have a gospel ministry per-
petuated; 'Lo I am with you always, even unto the end of the world'
(Matthew 28:20).Surely, there is as much need of ordination now, as in
Christ's time and in the time of the apostles, there being
then extraordinarygifts in the church which have now ceased.

But why should not the gospel ministry be open to all people? 'Has the
Lord spoken only by Moses?' (Numbers 12:2). Why should not one
preach aswell asanother? I answerÑBecause God (who is the God of or-
der) has made the work of the ministry a select,distinct office from any
other. As in the body natural the members have a distinct of-
ficeÑthe eyeis to see, the handto work. You may as well say, 'why
should not the hand seeÑas well as the eye?'BecauseGod has made the
distinction. He has put the seeing faculty into the eyeÑand not the hand.
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So here, God has made a distinction between the work of the ministry
and other work.

Where is this distinction? We find in Scripture a distinction between
pastor and people. 'The elders (or ministers) I exhort É Feed the flock of
God which is among you' (1 Peter 5:2). If anyone may preach, by the
same rule all may, and then what will become of the apostle's distinc-
tion? What would the flock of God beÑif all were pastors?

God has cut out the minister's workÑwhich is proper for him and
does not belong to any other. 'Give attendance to reading, to exhortation,
to doctrine É give yourself wholly to them', or, as it is in the Greek, 'Be
wholly in them' (1 Timothy 4:13-15).This charge is peculiar to the minis-
ter and does not concern any other. It is not spoken to the tradesmanthat
he should give himself wholly to doctrine and exhortation. No! let him
look to his shop. It is not spoken to the ploughmanthat he should give
himself wholly to preaching. No! let him give himself to his plough. It is
the minister's charge. The apostle speaks to Timothy and, in him, to the
rest who had the hands of the elders laid on them. And 'Study to show
yourself approved É , a workman who needsnot to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth' (2 Timothy 2:15).This is spoken peculiarly to
the minister. Everyone who can readthe word aright cannot dividethe
word aright. So that the work of the ministry does not lie open to all
people; it is a select,peculiar work. As none might touch the ark but the
priestsÑso none may touch this temple-office but such as are called to it.

But if a man has gifts, is not this sufficient? I answer, No! As graceis
not sufficient to make a minister, so neither are gifts. The Scripture puts a
difference between gifting and sending. 'How shall they preach unless
they are sent?' (Romans 10:15).If gifts were enough to constitute a minis-
ter, the apostle would have said, 'How shall they preach unless they
be gifted? But he says 'unless they are sent?'

We seethis in other callingsÑgifts do not make a magistrate. The attor-
ney who pleads at the bar may have as good gifts as the judge who sits
upon the benchÑbut he must have a commissionbefore he sit as judge. If
it be thus in civil matters, much more in sacred matters, which are, as
Bucer says, 'things of the highest importance'. Those therefore, who
usurp the ministerial work without any special designation and appoint-
ment, reveal more pride than zeal. They act out of their sphere and are
guilty of theft. They steal upon a people, and, as they comewithout a call
from God, so they staywithout a blessing to the people. 'I sent them not,
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therefore they shall not profit this people at all' (Jeremiah23:32).And so
much for the first, the preacher.

2. The pulpit where Christ preached. 'He went up on the mountain.'

The law was first given on the mount, and here Christ expoundsit on
the mount. This mount, as is supposed by the learnedÑwas Mount
Tabor. It was a convenient place to speak in, being seated above the
people, and in regard of the great confluence of hearers.

3. The occasion of Christ's ascending the mount: 'When Jesussaw the
crowds.'

The people thronged to hear Christ, and he would not dismiss the con-
gregation without a sermonÑbut 'seeing the multitude he went up on
the mountain'. Jesus Christ came from heavenÑto work for souls.
Preaching was his business. The people could not be so desirous to
hearÑas he was to preach. He who treated faint bodieswith compassion
(Matthew 15:32),much more pitied deadsouls. It was his 'food and drink,
to do his Father's will (John 4:34). 'When Jesussaw the crowds', he goes
up into the mount and preaches.This he did not only for the consolation
of his hearersÑbut for the imitation of his ministers.

From whence observeÑthat Christ's MINISTERS according to
Christ's pattern must embrace every opportunity of doing good to
souls. Prayingandpreachingand studyingmust be our work. 'Preach the
word; be instant in season,out of season' (2 Timothy 4:2). Peter, seeing
the multitude, lets down the net and, at one draught, catchesthree thou-
sand souls! (Acts 2:41).How zealously industrious have God's champi-
ons been in former ages in fulfilling the work of their ministryÑas we
read of Chrysostom, Augustine, Basil the Great, Calvin, Bucer and oth-
ersÑwho for the work of Christ 'were near unto death'. The reasonswhy
the ministers of Christ (according to his pattern) should be ambitiously
desirous of all opportunities for soul-service are:

[1] Their commission: God has entrusted them asambassadors(2 Cor-
inthians 5:20).An ambassador waits for a day of audience, and as soon
as a day is granted, he faithfully and impartially delivers the mind of his
prince. Thus Christ's ministers, having a commission delegated to them
to negotiate for souls, should be glad when there is a day of audience,
that they may impart the mind and will of Christ to his people.

[2] Their titles: Ministers are called God's sowers (1 Corinthians 9:11).
Therefore they must upon all occasionsbe scattering the blessedseedof
the Word. The sower must go forth and sow; yes, though the seed falls
upon stones, as usually it doesÑyet we must disseminate and scatter
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the seedof the Wordupon stony hearts, because'even from these stones,
God is able to raise up children' to himself.

Ministers are called stars. Therefore they must shine by word and doc-
trine in the firmament of the church. Thus our Lord Christ has set them a
pattern in the text: 'When Jesussaw the crowds, He went up on the
mountain.' Here was a light set upon a hill, the bright morning star shin-
ing to all who were round about. Christ calls his ministers 'the light of
the world' (Matthew 5:14). Therefore they must be always giving forth
their luster. Their light must not go out until their last breathÑor until
violent death as an extinguisher puts it out.

[3] Christ's ministers must take all occasions of doing good to others,
in regard of the work which they are aboutÑwhich is saving of
souls. What a precious thing is a soul! Christ takes, as it were, a pair of
scalesin his hands and he puts the world in one scaleand the soulin the
otherÑand the soul outweighs! (Matthew 16:26).The soul is of a noble
origin. It is a flower of eternity; here, in the bud; in heaven, fully ripe.
The soul is one of the richest pieces of embroidery which God ever
madeÑthe understandingbespangled with light, the will invested with
liberty, the affectionslike musical instruments tuned with the finger of the
Holy Spirit. Now if the souls of men are of so noble an extract and made
capable of glory, oh how zealously industrious should Christ's ministers
be to save these souls! If Christ spent his bloodfor souls, well may we
spend our sweat!It was Augustine's prayer that Christ might find him at
his comingÑeither praying or preaching. What a sadsight is it to seepre-
cious souls, as so many pearls and diamondsÑcast into the dead sea of hell!

[4] The ministers of Christ, 'seeing the multitude', must 'ascend the
mount'Ñbecause there are so many emissaries of Satan who lie in wait
to catch and destroy souls! How the old serpent castsout of his mouth
floods of water after the woman to drown her! (Revelation 12:15).What
floods of heresy have been poured out in city and country, which have
overflowed the banks not only of religionÑbut morality and civility! Ig-
natius calls error 'the invention of the devil', and Bernard calls it 'a sweet
poison'. Men's ears,like sponges,have sucked in this poison! Never were
the devil's commodities more vendible in England, than at present. A
fine tongue, can sell bad wares. The Jesuit can color over his lies,
and dress error in truth's coat!A weak brain is soon intoxicated.
When flattery andsubtletyin the speaker, meet with simplicity in the hear-
erÑthey easily become an easy prey. The Romishwhoreentices many to
drink down the poison of her idolatry and filthiness, becauseit is given
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in 'a golden cup' (Revelation 17:4). If all who have the plague of the
headshould die, it would much increase the tally of mortality.

Now if there are so many emissaries of Satan abroad, who labor to
make proselytes to the church of Rome, how it concerns those whom
God has put into the work of the ministryÑto bestir themselves and lay
hold on all opportunities, that by their spiritual antidotes they may
'convert sinners from the error of their way and save their souls from
death!' (James5:20). Ministers must not only be 'pastors'Ñbut fighters
and warriors! In one hand they must hold the bread of life and 'feed the
flock of God'; in the other hand, they must hold the sword of the Spirit
and fight against those errors which carry damnation in them.

[5] The ministers of Christ should wait for all opportunities of soul-
service, because the preaching of the Word meets so many adverse
forces which hinder the progress and successof it. Never did a pilot
meet with so many crosswinds in a voyage, as the spiritual pilots of
God's church do, when they are transporting souls to heaven.

Some hearers have bad memories (James 1:25). Their memories are
like leaking vessels.All the precious wine of holy doctrine that is poured
inÑruns out immediately. Ministers cannot by study find a truthÑas fast
as others can loseit. If the food does not stay in the stomach, it can never
give nourishment. If a truth delivered does not stay in the memory, we
can never be, as the apostle says, 'nourished up in the words of faith' (1
Timothy 4:6). How often does the devil, that fowl of the air, pick up the
good seed that is sown! If people suffer at the hands of thieves, they tell
everyone and make their complaint they have beenrobbed; but there is a
worse thief they are not aware of! How many sermonshasthe devil stolen
from them!How many truths have they been robbed of, which might
have beenso many cordials! Now if the Word preached slides so fast out
of the memory, ministers had need the oftener to go up the preaching
mount, that at last some truth may abide and be as 'a nail fastened'.

The ears of many of our hearers are stopped up with earth! I mean
the caresof the world, that the Word preached will not enter, according
to that in the parable, 'Hearing, they hear not' (Matthew 13:13).We read
of Saul, his eyes were openÑyet 'he saw no man' (Acts 9:8). A strange
paradox! And is it not as strange that men's earsshould be openÑyet 'in
hearing hear not?' They mind not what is said: 'They sit before you asmy
peopleÑbut their heart goes after their covetousness' (Ezekiel 33:31).
Many sit and stare the minister in the faceÑyet scarcely understand a
word he says. They are thinking of their wares and are often casting up
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accounts in the church. If a man is in a grinding-mill, though you speak
ever so loud to himÑhe does not hear you for the noise of the mill. We
preach to men about matters of salvationÑbut the grinding-mill of
worldly business makes such a noise that they cannot hear! 'In hearing,
they hear not'. It being thus, ministers who are called 'sons of thunder'
had need often ascend the mount and 'lift up their voice like a trumpet'
(Isaiah 58:1) that the deaf ear may be cleaned and unstopped, and may
hear 'what the Spirit says unto the churches' (Revelation 2:7).

As some have earth in their earsÑso others have a stone in their
hearts! They make 'their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should
hear' (Zechariah 7:12). The ministers of Christ therefore must be fre-
quently brandishing the sword of the Spirit and striking at men's sins,
that, if possible, they may at last pierce the heart of stone! When the
earth is scorched with the sun, it is so hard and crusted, that one shower
of rain will not soften it. There must be shower after shower before it will
be either moist or fertile. Such a hardened piece, is the heart of man nat-
urally. It is so stiffened with the scorchings of lust, that there must be
'precept upon precept' (Isaiah 28:10). Our doctrine must 'distill as the
dew, as the small rain on the tender herb, and as the showers upon the
grass' (Deuteronomy 32:2).

[6] Christ's ministers, according to the example of their Lord and
Master, should take all occasions of doing good, not only in regard of
God's gloryÑbut their own comfort. What triumph is it, and cause for
gladness, when a minister can say on his deathbed, 'Lord, I have done
the work which you gave me to do'ÑI have been laboring for souls!
When a minister comesto the mount of glory, the heavenlymount, it will
be a great comfort to him that he has been so often upon
the preachingmount. Certainly if the angels in heaven rejoice at the con-
version of a sinner (Luke 15:7,10),how shall that minister rejoice in heav-
en over every soul that he has been instrumental to convert! As it shall
add a member to Christ's body, so a jewel to a minister's crown. 'Those
who are wise', or as the original carries it, 'those who are teachersshall
shine (not as lamps or candles, but) as stars (Daniel 12:3); not as plan-
etsÑbut as fixed stars in the firmament of glory forever!

And though 'Israel is not gathered'Ñyet shall God's ministers 'be glori-
ous in the eyes of the Lord' (Isaiah 49:5).God will reward them not ac-
cording to their successÑbut their diligence. When they are a 'savor of
death' to menÑyet they are a 'sweet savor' to God. In an orchard the
laborer who plantsa tree is rewarded, as well as he who fellsa tree. The
doctor's bill is paid, even though the patient dies.
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First, let me crave liberty to speak a word to the ElishasÑmy honored
brethren in the ministry. You are engaged in a glorious service. God has
put great renown upon you. He has entrusted you with two most pre-
cious jewelsÑhis truths and the souls of his people. Never was this hon-
or conferred upon any angelÑto convert souls! What princely dignity
can parallel this? The pulpit is higher than the throne, for a true minister
representsno less than God himself. 'As though God did beseechyou by
us, we beg you in Christ's steadÑbe reconciled to God' (2 Corinthians
5:20). Give me permission to say as the apostle, 'I magnify my office'
(Romans 11:13).Whatever our personsareÑthe officeis sacred.The Chris-
tian ministry is the most honorable employment in the world. Jesus
Christ has graced this calling by his entering into it. Other men work in
their trade; but ministers work with God. 'We are laborers together with
God' (1 Corinthians 3:9). O high honor! God and his ministers have one
and the same work. They both negotiate about souls. Let the sonsof the
prophetswear this as their crown and diadem!

But while I tell you of your dignity Ñdo not forget your duty . Imitate
this blessedpattern in the text, 'When Jesussaw the crowdsÑHe opened
His mouth and began to teach them'. He took all occasionsof preaching.
Sometimes he taught in the temple(Mark 14:49); sometimes in
a ship(Mark 4:1), and here, upon themount. His lips were a tree of life
which fed many. How often did he neglect his foodÑthat he might feast
others with his doctrine! Let all the ministers of Christ tread in his steps!
Make Christ not only your SaviorÑbut your example. Allow no opportun-
ities to slip away, wherein you may be helpful to the souls of others. Be
not content to go to heaven yourselvesÑbut be such shining lamps, that
you may light others to heaven with you. I will conclude with that of the
apostle: 'Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, unmoveable, al-
ways abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as you know that
your labor is not in vain in the Lord' (1 Corinthians 15:58).

Secondly, let me turn myself to the FLOCK of God. If ministers must
take all opportunities to preachÑyou must take all opportunities to hear.
If there were twice or thrice a week a certain sum of money to be distrib-
uted to all comers, then people would resort there. Now think thus with
yourselvesÑ when the Word of God is preached, the bread of life is dis-
tributed, which is more precious than 'thousands of gold and silver'
(Psalm 119:72).In the Word preached, heaven and salvation is offered to
you. In this field, the pearl of great price is hidden. How should you
'flock like doves' to the windows of the sanctuary (Isaiah 60:8)!We read
the gate of the temple was called 'beautiful' (Acts 3:2).The gate of God's
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house is the beautiful gate. Lie at 'these posts of wisdom's doors'
(Proverbs 8 34).

Not only hear the Word preachedÑbut ENCOURAGE those ministers
who do preach, by liberal maintaining of them. Though I hope all who
have God's Urim and Thummim written upon them, can say, as the
apostle, 'I seek not what is yoursÑbut you' (2 Corinthians 12:14)Ñyet
that scripture is still canonical, 'Sohas the Lord ordained, that those who
preach the gospel, should live of the gospel' (1 Corinthians 9:14).Are not
laborers in a vineyard, maintained by their labors? The apostle puts the
question, 'Who plantsa vineyard and does not eat the fruit of it? (1 Cor-
inthians 9:7). Hypocrites love a cheap religion. They like a gospel which
will cost them nothing. They are contentÑso long as they may
have golden bags, to have wooden priests.How many by saving
their pursesÑhave lost their souls!Is it not pity, that the fire on God's al-
tar should go out for lack of pouring in a little goldenoil? David would
not offer that to God, which cost him nothing (2 Samuel 24:24).

Encourage God's ministers by your fruitfulness under their labors.
When ministers are upon the 'mount', let them not sow upon the rocks.
What cost has God laid out upon this city! Never, I believe, since the
apostles' times, was there a more learned, orthodox, powerful ministry
than now. God's ministers are called stars (Revelation 1:20). In this city
every morning a star appears, besides the bright constellation on the
Lord's Day. Oh you that feed in the green pastures of ordinancesÑbe fat
and fertile. You who are plantedin the courts of God, flourish in the courts
of God (Psalm 92:13).How sad will it be with a people, who shall go
laden to hell with Gospel blessings! The best way to encourage your
ministers is to let them seethe travail of their souls in your new birth. It
is a great comfort when a minister not only woossoulsÑbut wins souls!
'He who wins souls is wise' (Proverbs 11:30).This is a minister's glory.
'For what is our joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not youour crown?' (1
Thessalonians 2:19). A successful preacher wears two crowns, a crown
of righteousnessin heaven, and a crown of rejoicinghere upon earth. 'Are
not youour crown?'

Encourage your ministers by praying for them. Their work is great. It
is a work which will take up their head and heart. It is a work fitter
for angelsÑthan men.'Who is sufficient for these things?' (2 Corinthians
2:16).Oh pray for them! Christ indeed, when he ascendedthe mount and
was to preach, needed none of the people's prayers for him. He had a
sufficient stockÑthe divine nature to supply him. But all his under-of-
ficers in the ministry need prayer. If Paul, who abounded in the gracesof
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the Spirit and supernatural revelations, begged prayer (1 Thessalonians
5:25), then surely those ministers need prayer, who do not have such
revelations.

And pray for your ministers that God will direct them what to preach,
that he will cut out their work for them. 'Go preach É the preaching that
I bid you' (Jonah3:2). It is a great matter to preach suitable truths; there
are 'acceptable words' (Ecclesiastes 12:10).

Pray that God will go forth with their laborsÑor else 'they toil and
catch nothing'. God's Spirit must fill the sails of our ministry. It is not the
hand which scatters the seed, which makes it spring upÑbut the dews
and influences of heaven. So it is not our preachingÑbut the divine influ-
enceof the Spirit, which makes grace grow in men's hearts. We are
but pipesand organs. It is God's Spirit blowing through us, which makes
the preaching of the Word by a divine enchantmentÑallure souls to
Christ. Ministers are but candlesÑto light you to Christ. The Spirit is the
loadstoneÑto drawyou. All the good done by our ministry is 'due to the
Lord's excellent and effectual working' (Bucer).

Oh then pray for us, that God will make his work prosper in our
hands. This may be one reason why the Word preached does not profit
moreÑbecause people do not pray more. Perhaps you complain
the tool is dullÑthe minister is dead and cold. You should have whetted
and sharpened him by your prayer! If you would have the door of a
blessing opened to you through our ministry, you must unlock it by the
key of prayer!

4. The Sermon

Having done with the occasionof the sermonÑI come now to the ser-
mon itself. 'Blessedare the poor in spirit'. Christ does not begin his Ser-
mon on the Mount, as the Law was delivered on the mountÑwith com-
mands and threatenings, the trumpet sounding, the fire flaming, the
earth quaking, and the hearts of the Israelites shaking for fear! But our
Savior (whose lips 'dropped as the honeycomb') begins
with promisesand blessings. So sweet and ravishing was the doctrine of
this heavenly Orator, that, like music, it was able to charm the most sav-
age natures, yes, to drawhearts of stoneto him!

To begin then with this first word, 'Blessed'Ñor 'Happy'. If there be
any blessednessin knowledge, it must needs be in the knowledge of
blessedness. For the illustration of this, I shall lay down two principles:

The fullness of blessedness, lies in the future.
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That the godly are in some sense already blessed.

A. The fullness of blessedness, lies in the future! The people of God
meet with many knotty difficulties and sinking discouragements in the
way of religion. Their march is not only tedious,but dangerous, and their
hearts are ready to despond. It will not be amiss therefore to set the
crown of blessednessbefore themÑto animate their courage and to in-
flame their zeal. How many scriptures bring this olive-branch in their
mouthÑthe tidings of eternal blessednessto believers! 'Blessed is that
servant whom his Lord, when he comes, shall find so doing' (Matthew
24:46). 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father' (Matthew
25:34).Blessednessis the perfection of a rational creature. It is the whet-
stone of a Christian's industry, the height of his ambition, the flower of
his joy. Blessednessis the desire of all men. Aquinas calls it the 'ultimate
end'. This is the 'bulls-eye' which every man aims to hit; to this center all
the lines are drawn.

In what does blessedness (happiness) consist? Millions of men mis-
take both the nature of blessedness, and the way there. Some of the
learned have set down two hundred and eighty eight different opinions
about blessedness,and all have shot wide of the mark. I shall show
wherein it does not consist, and then wherein it doesconsist.

(1) Wherein blessedness does NOT consist.

It does not lie in the acquisition of worldly things. Happiness cannot
by any art or chemistry, be extracted from the world. Christ does not say,
'Blessed are the rich', or 'Blessed are the noble.' Yet too many idolize
these things. Man, by the fall, has not only lost his crownÑbut his wis-
dom. How ready is he to terminate his happiness in external worldly
things! Which makes me call to mind that definition which some of the
heathen philosophers give of blessedness,that it was to have a suffi-
ciency of subsistenceand to thrive well in the world. And are there not
many who pass for Christians, who seem to be of this philosophical
opinion? If they have but worldly accommodations, they are ready to
sing a requiem to their souls and say with that brutish fool in the gospel,
'Soul, you have much goods laid up for many years, take your easeÉ '
(Luke 12:19).

'What is more shameful', says Seneca, 'than to equate the rational
soul's good with that which is irrational.' Alas, the treeof blessednessdoes
not grow in an earthlyparadise. Has not God 'cursed the ground' because
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of sin? (Genesis 3:17). Yet many are digging for happiness hereÑas if
they would fetch a blessing out of a curse! A man may as well think to
extract oil out of a flint, or fire out of waterÑas blessednessout of
earthly things.

King Solomon had more worldly things, than any man. He was the
most magnificent prince who ever held the scepter. For his parentage: he
sprang from the royal line, not only that line from which many kings
cameÑbut of which Christ himself came. JesusChrist descended from
Solomon's line and race, so that for heraldry and nobility none could
show a fairer coat of arms. For the situation of his palace: it was in Jerus-
alem, the princess and paragon of the earth. Jerusalem, for its renown,
was called 'the city of God'. It was the most famous metropolis in the
world. For wealth: his crown was hung full of jewels. He had treasuresof
gold and of pearl and 'made silver to be as common as stones' (1 Kings
10:27). For worldly joy: he had the flower and quintessence of all de-
lightsÑsumptuous fare, stately edifices, vineyards, farms, all sorts of
music to enchant and ravish the senseswith joy. If there were any rar-
ityÑit was present in king Solomon's court. Thus did he bathe himself
in the perfumed waters of pleasure.

For wisdom: he was the oracle of his time. When the queen of Sheba
cameto pose him with hard questions, he gave a solution to all her quer-
ies (1 Kings 10:3).He had a keyof knowledgeto unlock nature's dark cab-
inet, so that if wisdom had been lost, it might have been found here, and
the whole world might have lighted their understanding at Solomon's
lamp! He was an earthly angel, so that a carnal eye surveying his glory
would have been ready to imagine that Solomon had entered into that
paradise out of which Adam was once driven, or that he had found an-
other as good. Never did the world cast a more smiling aspectupon any
man. Yet when he comesto give his impartial verdict, he tells us that the
world has 'vanity' written upon its frontispiece, and all those golden de-
lights he enjoyed, were but a paintedfelicityÑa glorious misery! 'Behold!
All was vanity!' (Ecclesiastes2:8). Happiness is too noble and delicate a
plant, to grow in this world's soil.

That blessednessdoes not lie in external worldly thingsÑI shall prove
by these five demonstrations:

[1] Those things which are not commensurate to the desires of the
soul, can never make a man blessed. Transitory worldly things, are not
commensurate to the desires of the soulÑtherefore they cannot render
him blessed. Nothing on earthcan satisfy thesoul'sdesires!
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'He who loves silver, shall not be satisfied with silver' (Ecclesiastes
5:10).Riches are unsatisfying:

Becausethey are not real. The world is called a 'fashion' (1 Corinthians
7:31). The word in the Greek signifies an apparition. Riches are but
painted over. They are like paint, which glitters a little in our eyesÑbut
at death all this paint will be worn off. Richesare but sugared lies, pleas-
ant deceits, like a gilded cover which has not one leaf of true happiness
bound up in it.

Becausethey are not suitable . The soul is a spiritual thing; riches are
of an earthly extractÑhow can these fill a spiritual substance?A man
may aswell fill his treasure chestwith sunshine, ashis heart with gold. If
a man were crowned with all the delights of the world, nay, if God
should build a house for him among the starsÑyet the restlesseye of his
unsatisfied mind would be looking still higher. He would be prying bey-
ond the heavens for some hidden rarities which he thinks he has not yet
attained to! Sounquenchableis the thirst of the soulÑuntil it comes to
bathes in the river of life and to center upon true blessedness.

[2] That which cannot quiet the heart in a stormÑcannot entitle a
man to blessedness.A great accumulation of earthly things, cannot rock
the troubled heart quiet. Therefore they cannot make one blessedor truly
happy. If the heartis woundedÑcan we pour wine and oil into this
wound? If God setsconscienceto work, and it flies in a man's face, can
worldly comforts take off this angry fury? Is there any harp to drive
away the 'evil spirit'? Outward things can no more cure the agony of
consciencethan a silken stocking can cure a gouty foot. When Saul was
'greatly distressed' (1 Samuel 28:15), could all the jewels of his crown
comfort him? If God is angry, whose 'fury is poured out like fire, and the
rocks are thrown down by him' (Nahum 1:6), can a wedge of gold be a
screento keep off this fire? 'They shall cast their silver in the streets;their
silver and their gold shall not be able to deliver them in the day of the
wrath of the Lord' (Ezekiel 7:19). King Belshazzar was carousing and
partying. 'He drank wine in the golden vessels of the temple' (Daniel
5:3)Ñbut when the fingers of a man's hand appeared, 'his countenance
was changed' (verse 6), his wine grew sour, his feast was spoiled with
that dish, which was served in upon the wall. The things of the world
will no more keep out trouble of spiritÑthan a paper shirt will keep out
a bullet!

[3] That which is but 'temporary' cannot make one blessed. All
things under the sun are but 'temporary', therefore they cannot enrich

16



with blessedness.Worldly delightsare like those foods which are fresh at
firstÑand then presently grow stale or rot. 'The world passesaway' (1
John 2:17). Worldly delights are winged. They may be compared to a
flock of birds in the gardenÑwhich stay a little whileÑbut when you
come near to themÑthey take their flight and are gone! So 'riches make
themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven' (Proverbs
23:5). They are like a meteor which blazesÑbut soons burns out. They
are like a castlemadeof snow, lying under the fiery beams of the sun.
Augustine says of himself, that when any preferment smiled upon him,
he was afraid to accept of it lest it should on a sudden give him the slip.
Outward comforts are like tennis balls which are bandied up and down
from one to another. Had we the longest lease of worldly comforts, it
would soon be run out. Riches and honor are constantly in flight; they
pass away like a swift stream, or like a ship that is going full sail. While
they are with usÑthey are going away from us. They are like a bouquet
of flowersÑwhich withers while you are smelling it. They are like
iceÑwhich melts away while it is in your hand. The world takes its sa-
lute and farewell together.

[4] Those things which do more vex than comfortÑcannot make a
man blessed. Such are all things under the sun, therefore they cannot
have blessednessaffixed to them. As riches are compared to windÑto
show their vanity (Hosea 12:1);so they are compared to thornsÑto show
their vexation (Matthew 13:17).Thorns are not more apt to tear our gar-
ments, than riches to tear our hearts. They are thorns in the gather-
ingÑand they prick with anxious care. They pierce the head with careof
getting, so they wound the heart with fear of losing. God will have our
sweetestwine run into dregs; yes, and taste of a musty cask tooÑthat we
may not think that earthly thingsare the wine of paradise.

[5] Those things which (if we have nothing else) will make us
cursed, cannot make us blessed. The sole enjoyment of worldly things
will make us cursed, therefore it is far from making us blessed. 'Riches
are kept for the hurt of the owner' (Ecclesiastes5:13). Riches to the
wicked are fuel for pride : 'Your heart is lifted up becauseof your riches'
(Ezekiel 28:5). Riches to the wicked are fuel for lust : 'when I had fed
them to the full, they then committed adultery' (Jeremiah5:7).Richesare
a snare: 'But those who will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in perdition' (1
Timothy 6:9). How many have pulled down their soulsÑto build up an
estate! A ship may be so laden with gold that it sinks. Just so, many a
man's gold has sunk him to hell. The rich sinner sealsup money in his
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bagÑand God sealsup a curse with it! 'Woe to him who ladens himself
with thick clay' (Habakkuk 2:6). Augustine says that Judas for money
sold his salvationÑand with that same money, the Pharisees bought
their damnation. So we seethat happiness is not to be fetched out of the
earth. Those who go to the creature for blessedness go to the wrong box.

If blessednessdoes not consist in externalsÑthen let us not place our
blessednesshere. This is to seekthe living among the dead. As the angel
told Mary concerning Christ, 'He is not here, he is risen' (Matthew 28:6),
so I may say of blessedness,'It is not here, it is risen; it is in a higher re-
gion!' How do men thirst after the world, as if the pearl of blessedness
hung upon an earthly crown! 'O,' says one, 'if I had but such an es-
tateÑthen I would be happy! Had I but such a comfort, then I would sit
down satisfied!' Well, God gives him that comfort and lets him suck out
the very juice of itÑbut, alas, it falls short of his expectation. It cannot fill
the emptiness and longing of his soul which still cries 'Give, give'
(Proverbs 30:15).

This is like a sick man, who says, 'If I had but such a food, I could eat
it.' But when he has it, his stomach is nauseated, and he can hardly en-
dure to smell it. God has put not only an emptinessÑbut bitterness into
the creature, and it is good for us that there is no perfection here, that we
may raise our thoughts higher to more noble and generous delights.
Could we distill and draw out the quintessence of the creature, we
would say asonce the emperor Severussaid, who grew from a low estate
to be head of the greatest empire in the world: 'I have run through all
conditionsÑyet could never find full contentment.'

To such as are cut short in their allowance, whose cup does not over-
flow, remember that these outward comforts cannot make you blessed.
You might live rich and die cursed. You might treasure up an estate,and
God might treasure up wrath. Do not be perplexed about those things
the lack of which cannot make you miserable, nor the enjoyment make
you blessed.

(2) Having shown wherein blessedness does not consist, I shall next
show wherein it DOES consist. Blessednessconsists in the fruition of the
chief good.

True blessednessconsists in fruition ; there must not be only posses-
sionÑbut fruition. A man may possessan estateÑyet not enjoy it. He
may have the dominion of itÑbut not the comfort, as when he is in a
sickness,or under the predominance of melancholy. But in true blessed-
ness there must be a sensible enjoyment of that which the soul possesses.
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True blessednesslies in the fruition of thechief good. It is not every
good which makes a man blessedÑbut it must be the supreme
goodÑand that is God. 'Happy is that people whose God is the Lord'
(Psalm 144:15).God is the soul's rest (Psalm 116:7).Now, that only in
which the soul acquiescesand restsÑcan make it blessed.The circle, as is
observed in mathematics, is of all others the most perfect figure, because
the last point of the figure ends in that first point where it began. So,
when the soul meets in God, whence it sprang as its first original, then it
is completely blessed.That which makes a man blessedmust have fixed
qualifications or ingredients in itÑand these are found nowhere but in
GodÑthe chief good.

In true blessednessthere must be something better . That which fills
with blessedness,must be such a good as is betterthan a man's self. If
you would ennoble a piece of gold, it must be by putting something to it
which is better than silver, as by adding a diamond to it. So that which
ennobles the soul and enriches it with blessedness,must be by adding
something to it which is more excellent than the soul, and that alone is
God. The world is below the soul; it is but the soul's footstool; therefore
it cannot crown it with happiness.

Another ingredient of true blessedness,is delectability . That which
brings blessednessmust have a delicious taste in it, such as the soul is in-
stantly ravished with. Delight and quintessenceof joy must be in it. And
where can the soul suck those pure comforts which amaze it with won-
der, and crown it with delightÑbut in God? 'In God', says Augustine,
'the soul is delighted with such sweetnessas enraptures it!' The love of
God is a honeycomb which drops such infinite sweetnessand satisfac-
tion into the soul as is 'unspeakable and full of glory.' (1 Peter 1:8).A kiss
from God's mouth puts the soul into a divine ecstasy,so that now it cries
out, 'It is good to be here!'

Another ingredient in blessednessis plenty . That which makes a man
blessedÑmust not be scanty. It is a full draughtwhich quenchesthe soul's
thirst; and where shall we find plenty but in Deity? 'You shall make them
drink of the river of your pleasures' (Psalm 36:8);not dropsbut rivers! The
soul bathes itself and is laid, as it were, steepingin the water of life!
The river of paradiseoverflows and empties its silver streams into the
souls of the blessed!

In true blessednessthere must be variety . Plenty without varietyÑis
apt to nauseate.In God there is 'all fullness'. (Colossians 1:19).What can
the soul desireÑbut it may be had in the chief good? God is 'the good in
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all good things'. He is a sun, a shield, a portion, a fountain, a rock of
strength, a horn of salvation. In God there is a convergence of all excel-
lencies. There are every momentÑfresh beauties and delights springing
from God.

To make up blessednessthere must be perfection ; the joy must be per-
fect, the glory perfect. 'Spirits of just men made perfect' (Hebrews 12:23).
Blessednessmust run through thewhole. If there is the least defect, it des-
troys the nature of blessedness;as the least symptom of a diseasetakes
away the well-being and right temperature of the body.

True blessednessmust have eternity stamped on it. Blessednessis a
fixed thing; it admits of no change or alteration. God says of every child
of his, 'I have blessed himÑand he shallbe blessed!' As the sunshine of
blessedness is 'without clouds', so it never sets. 'I give unto
them eternallife' (John 10:28). 'And so shall weeverbe with the Lord' (1
Thessalonians4:17).Eternity is thehighestlink of blessedness!Thus we have
seenthat this diamondof blessednessis only to be found in the Rockof Ages.
'Blessedare the people whose God is the Lord.' 'There remains a rest for
the people of God' (Hebrews 4:9).

Revolve this truth often in your mind. There are many truths
which swim in thebrain, which do not sink into theheartÑand those do us
no good. Chewthecud!Let a Christian think seriously with himself, 'there
is a blessednessfeasible and I am capable of enjoying itÑif I do not lay
bars in the way and block up my own happiness. Though within I see
nothing but guilt, and without nothing but cursesÑyet there is a blessed-
ness to be had, and to be had for me too in the use of means.'

The serious meditation on this, will be a forcible argument to make the
sinner break off his sins by repentance, and sweat hard until he finds
the goldenmine of blessedness. I sayÑ it would bethe break-neckof sin! How
would a man offer violence to himself by mortification, and to heaven by
supplication, that at last he may arrive at this state of blessedness!What!
is there a crown of blessednessto be set upon my head! A crown hung
with the jewels of honor, delight, magnificence! A crown reached out by
God himself! And shall I hazard all thisÑby sin! Can the pleasure of sin
countervail the loss of all this blessedness!What more powerful motive
to repentance than thisÑSin will rob me of the blessing!

If a man knew certainly that a king would settle all his crown revenues
on him after a term of years, would he offend that regal Majesty and
causehim to reverse or alter his will? There is a blessednesspromised to
all who live godly. 'This is the promise he has promised usÑeven eternal
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life' (1 John 2:25). We are not excludedÑbut may come in for a child's
part. Now shall we, by living in sinÑprovoke God and forfeit this
blessedness? O what madness is this! Well may the apostle call
them 'foolish and hurtful lusts' (1 Timothy 6:9), becauseevery lust does
what it canÑto cut off the mercy and block up the way to happiness.
Every sin may be compared to the 'flaming sword', which shuts the
heavenly paradiseÑso that the sinner cannot enter.

Let us so conduct ourselvesÑthat we may expressto others that we do
believe a blessednessto comeÑand that is by seeking an interest in God.
For the beams of blessednessshine only from his face. It is our union
with God, the chief goodÑwhich makes us blessed.Oh, let us never rest
until we can say, 'This God is ourGod forever and ever' (Psalm 48:14).
Most men think becauseGod has blessed them with an estate, therefore
they are blessed. Alas, God often gives these worldly things in anger.
'God grants a thing when he is angryÑwhich he does not will to give
when he is tranquil.' God often loads his enemies with gold and sil-
verÑthe weight whereof sinks them into hell. Oh, let us pant after heav-
enly things! Let us get our eyesfixed, and our heartsunited to God, the
supreme good.

Let us proclaim to the world that we do believe a blessedness to
comeÑby living blessed lives; walk as befits the heirs of blessedness.
A blessedcrown,and acursedlifeÑ will never agree. Many tell us they are
bound for heavenÑbut they steer their course a quite contrary way. The
Devil is their pilot, and they sail hell-ward, as if a man should say he
were going a voyage to the eastÑbut sails quite westward. The drunk-
ard will tell you he hopes for blessednessÑbut he sails another way. You
must go weepingto heaven, not reeling. The unclean person talks of
blessednessÑbut he is fallen into that 'deep ditch' (Proverbs 23:27),
where he is like sooner to find hell than heaven. A beast may as well be
made an angelÑas an unclean person in his leprosy, can enter into the
paradise of God. The covetous person (of whom it may be said, 'he is a
worm and no man', for he is ever creeping in the earth) yet would lay a
claim to blessedness;but can earthascend?Shall a lump of clay be made a
bright star in the firmament of glory? Be assured they shall never be
blessedÑwho bless themselves in their sins. 'If,' says God, 'the sinner
blesseshimself in his heart, saying, I shall have peace,though I walk in
the imagination of my heart, to add drunkenness to thirst' Ñthe Lord
will not spare himÑbut then the anger of the Lord and his jealousy shall
smoke against that man, and the Lord shall blot out his name under
heaven' (Deuteronomy 29:19).A man canno moreextractblessednessout of

21



sinÑthan hecansuckhealthout of poison!O let us lead blessedlives, and so
'declare plainly that we seek a heavenly country' (Hebrews 11:14).

To you who have any good hope through grace, that you have a title
to blessedness,let me say as the Levites did to the people, 'Stand up and
bless the Lord your God forever and ever' (Nehemiah 9:5).What infinite
cause have you to be thankful that the lot of free gracehas fallen upon
you! Though you had forfeited allÑyet God has provided a haven of
happiness, and he is carrying you there upon the sea of Christ's blood,
with the gale of his Spirit blowing your sails! You are in a better condi-
tion through Christ, than when you had the robes of innocence upon
you. God has raised you a step higherÑby your fall. How many has God
passedbyÑand looked upon you! There are millions who shall lie under
the bitter vials of God's curses; whereas he will bring you into his
banqueting-house, and pour out the flagons of wine, and feast you etern-
ally with the delicaciesof heaven! O adore free grace! Rejoicein this love
of God towards you. Spend and be spent for the Lord. Dedicate
yourselves to him in a way of resignation, and lay out yourselves for him
in a way of thanksgiving. Never think you can do enoughÑfor that God
who will shortly set you ashore in the land of heavenly promise!

B. The godly are in some sensealreadyblessed

I proceed now to the second premiseÑthat the godly are in some
sensealready blessed. The saints are blessed not only when they arrive
in heavenÑbut also while they are travelers to glory. They
are blessedbefore they are crowned. This seems a paradox to flesh and
blood. What, reproached and malignedÑyet blessed! A man who looks
upon the children of God with a carnal eye and seeshow they are afflic-
ted, and like the ship in the gospel which was 'covered with waves'
(Matthew 8:24),would think they were far from blessedness.Paul brings
a catalogue of his sufferings: 'Thrice was I beaten with rods; once I was
stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck É ' (2 Corinthians 11:24-26).And
those Christians of the first magnitude, of whom the world was not
worthy, 'had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings; they were sawn
asunder; they were slain with the sword' (Hebrews 11:36, 37). What!
Were all theseduring the time of their sufferings, blessed?A carnal man
would think, 'If this is to be blessedÑGod deliver me from it!'
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But, however senseand reason give their vote, our Savior Christ pro-
nounces the godly man to be blessed. Though he is a mourner, though he
is a martyrÑyet he is blessed. Job on the dunghillÑ was blessedJob. The
saints are blessedwhen they are cursed. Shimei cursed David. 'He came
forth and cursed him' (2 Samuel 16:5).Yet when he was cursedDavid, he
was blessedDavid. The saints, though they are bruisedÑyet they
are blessed. Not only shall they beblessed, they arenow blessed. 'Blessed
are the undefiled' (Psalm 19:1). 'Your blessing is upon your people'
(Psalm 3:8).

How are the saints already blessed?

(1) In that they are enriched with heavenly blessings (Ephesians1:3).
They are 'partakers of the divine nature' (2 Peter 1:4),not by an incorpor-
ation into the divine essenceÑbut by transformation into the di-
vine likeness. This is blessednessbegun. The new-born babeis said to have
life in itÑas well as he who is fully grown. Just so, the saints, who are
partakers of the divine nature, have an incipient blessedness,though
they have not arrived yet at perfection. Believers have the seed of God
abiding in them (1 John 3:9).And this is a seedof blessedness.The flower
of glory grows out of the seed of grace!Grace and glory differ not
inkindÑbut degree. Grace is the rootÑglory is the fruit . Grace is glory in
the dawning; glory is grace in the full meridian. Grace is the first link in
the chain of blessedness.Now he who has the first link of the chain in his
hand, has the whole chain. The saints have the Spirit of God in them,
'The Holy Spirit, who dwells in us' (2 Timothy 1:14).How can the blessed
Spirit be in a manÑand he not blessed?A godly man's heart is a para-
dise, planted with the choicest fruitÑand God himself walks in the midst
of this paradiseÑso the man must be blessed!

(2) The saints are already blessedÑbecause their sins are not im-
puted to them. 'Blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute
iniquity' (Psalm 32:2).God's not imputing iniquity, signifies God's mak-
ing of sin not to be. It is as if the man had never sinned. The debt book is
crossedout in Christ's blood, and if the debtor owes ever so muchÑyet if
the creditor crossesout the book, it is as if he had never owed anything.
God's not imputing sin signifies that God will never call for the debt; or,
if it should be called for, it shall be hidden out of sight. 'In those days the
iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins
of Judah, and they shall not be found' (Jeremiah50:20).Now such a man

23



who has not sin imputed to him, is blessed,and the reason is, becauseif
sin is not imputed to a man, then the curse is taken away; and if the curse
be taken away, then he must needs be blessed!

(3) The saints are already blessedÑbecause they are in covenant
with God. This is clear by comparing two scriptures: 'I will be their God',
(Jeremiah 31:33), and 'Happy is that people whose God is the Lord'
(Psalm 144:15).This is the crowning blessing, to have the Lord for our
God. Impossible it is to imagine that God should be our GodÑand we
not be blessed.

This sweet word, 'I will be your God', implies propriety Ñthat all that
is in God, shall be ours! His loveis ours, his Spirit ours, his mercyours. It
implies allrelations . It implies the relation of a father, 'I will be a father
unto you' (2 Corinthians 6:18). The sons of a prince are happy. How
blessedare the saints who are of true royal blood? It implies the relation
of a husband, 'Your Maker is your husband' (Isaiah 54:5).The spouse,be-
ing contracted to her husband, is happy by having an interest in all that
he has. The saints being contracted by faith are blessed,though the mar-
riage supper is kept for heaven. It implies terms of friendship . Those
who are in covenant with God are favorites of heaven. 'Abraham my
friend' (Isaiah 41:8).It is counted a subject'shappiness to be in favor with
his prince, though he may live a ways from court. How happy must he
needs beÑwho is God's favorite!

(4) The saints are already blessed because they have a guarantee of
heaven; as, on the contrary, the unbeliever has a guarantee of hell, and
is said to be already condemned. 'He who believes not, is condemned
already' (John 3:18). He is as sure to be condemned, as if he were con-
demned already. So he who has heaven laid up for him, may be said to
be already blessed.A man that has the guarantee of a house, after a short
leaseis run outÑhe looks upon that houseÑas his already. 'This house,'
sayshe, 'is mine.' Soa believer has a guarantee of heaven after the leaseof
life has run out, and he can say at present, 'Christ is mine and glory is
mine!' He has a title to heaven, and he is a blessedman who has a title to
show; moreÑfaith turns the promise, into a possession!

(5) The saints are already blessed because they have the first-
fruits of blessedness here. We read of the pledgeof the Spirit, and
the sealof the Spirit (2 Corinthians 1:22), and the first-fruits of the Spirit
(Romans 8:23).Heaven is already begun in a believer. 'The kingdom of
God is peaceand joy in the Holy Spirit' (Romans 14:17).This kingdom is
in a believer's heart (Luke 17:21).The people of God have a foretaste of
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blessednesshere. As Israel tasted of the grapes before they actually pos-
sessedCanaan, so the children of God have those secret incomes of the
Spirit, those smiles of Christ's face, those kisses of his lips, those love-
tokensÑand they think themselves sometimes in heaven. Oftentimes the
Comforter is let down to the soul in an ordinance, and now the soul is in
the suburbs of Jerusalem above. A Christian seesheaven by faith,
end tastesit by joy; end what is this, but blessedness?

(6) The saints may be said in this life to be blessed, because all
things tend to make them blessed. 'All things work together for good to
them that love God' (Romans 8:28). We say to him that has everything
falling out for the best, You are a happy man. The saints are very happy,
for all things have a tendency to their good. Prosperity does them good;
adversity does them good. Nay, sin turns to their good. Every trip makes
them more watchful. Their maladies are their medicines. Are not they
happy people that have every wind blowing them to the right port?

(7) A saint may be said to be blessed, becausepart of him is already
blessed. He is blessedin his head; Christ, his head, is in glory; Christ and
believers make one mystical body; their head is gotten into heaven.

See the difference between a wicked man and a godly. Let a wicked
man have ever so many comfortsÑstill he is cursed. Let a godly man
have ever so many crossesÑstill he is blessed. Let a wicked man have
the 'candle of God shining' on him (Job 29:3), let his way be so smooth
that he meetswith no rubs; let him have successÑyet still there is a curse
upon him. You may read the sinner's inventory (Deuteronomy 28:16,17,
18). He is not more full of sinÑthan he is of acurse. Though perhaps he
blesseshimself in his wickednessÑyet he is heir to God's curse. All the
cursesof the Bible are his portion, and at the day of death this portion is
sure to be paid. But a godly man in the midst of all his miseries is
blessed. He may be under thecrossÑbut not under a curse!

It shows the privilege of a believer. He not only shallbe blessedÑbut
he is blessed!Blessednesshas begun in him. 'You are blessedof the Lord'
(Psalm 115:15).Let the condition of the righteous be ever so sadÑyet it is
blessed. He is blessed in affliction, 'Blessed is he whom you chasten'
(Psalm 94:12).He is blessed in poverty, 'poor in the world, rich in faith'
(James2:5).He is blessedin disgrace, 'The spirit of glory and of God rests
upon you' (1 Peter 4:14).This may be a cordial to the fainting Christian;
he is blessedbothin life and death! Satan cannot supplant him of the
blessing.
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How may this take away murmuring and melancholy from a child of
God! Will you repine and be sadÑwhen you are blessed?Esau wept be-
causehe lost the blessing. 'Blessme, even me also, O my father, and Esau
lifted up his voice and wept' (Genesis27:38).But shall a child of God be
immoderately cast down when he hasthe blessing? How evil it is to be
blessed, and yet murmur!

What an encouragement is this to godliness! We are all ambitious of a
blessing, then let us espousetrue religion. 'Blessedis the man who fears
the Lord' (Psalm 112:1). But you will say, "This way is everywhere
spoken against." It does not matter, seeing this is the way to get a bless-
ing. Suppose a rich man should adopt another for his heir, and others
should reproach himÑhe does not care as long as he is heir to the grand
estate.So,what though others may reproach you for your pietyÑas long
as it entails a blessing on you; the same day you become godly, you be-
come blessed.

Having spoken of the general notion of blessedness,I come next to con-
sider the subjects of this blessedness,and theseour Savior has described
to be the poor in spirit, the mourners, etc.But before I touch upon these,I
shall attempt a little preface upon this sermon of the beatitudes.

1. Observe the divinity in this sermon, which goes beyond all philo-
sophy. The philosophers say that one contrary expels another; but here
one contrary begetsanother. Poverty is accustomed to expel richesÑbut
here poverty begets riches, for how rich are those who have a kingdom!
Mourning is accustomed to expel joyÑbut here mourning begets
joyÑ'they shall be comforted'. Water is accustomed to quench the
flameÑbut the water of tears kindles the flame of joy. Persecution is ac-
customed to expel happinessÑbut here it makes happyÑ'Blessed are
those who are persecuted'.Theseare the sacredparadoxes in our Savior's
sermon.

2. Observe how Christ's doctrine and the opinion of carnal men dif-
fer. They think, 'Blessed are the rich.' The world would count him
blessed who could have Midas' wishÑthat all that he touched might be
turned into gold. But Christ says, 'Blessed are the poor in spirit'. The
world thinks, 'Blessed are they on the pinnacle!' But Christ pronounces
them blessed, who are in the valley. Christ's reckonings and the world's
reckoningsÑdo not agree.

3. Observe the nature of true religion. Povertyleads the van,
and persecutionbrings up the rear. Every true saint is heir to the cross!
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Somethere are, who would be thought religious, displaying Christ's col-
ors by a glorious professionÑbut to be 'poor in spirit' and
'persecuted'Ñthey cannot take down this bitter pill. They would wear
Christ's jewelsÑbut waive his cross! These are strangers to true religion.

4. Observe the certain connection between graceand
its reward. Those who are 'poor in spirit' shall have the 'kingdom of
God'. They are assure to go to heaven, as if they were in heaven already.
Our Savior would encourage men to pietyÑby sweeten-
ing commandswith promises. He ties duty and rewardtogether. As Apelles
painted Helena richly drawn in costly and glorious apparel, hung all
over with orient pearl, and precious stones; so our Lord Christ, having
set down several qualifications of a Christian, 'poor in spirit', 'pure in
heart', etc.' draws these heavenly virtues in their fair colors of blessed-
ness,and sets the magnificent crown of reward upon themÑthat by this
brilliance, he might the more set forth their unparalleled beauty, and en-
tice holy love.

5. Observe hence the chain of the graces: poor in spirit, meek, merci-
ful, etc. Where there is one graceÑthere is all. We may say of the graces
of the spiritÑthey are linked and chained together. He that has poverty
of spiritÑis a mourner. He who is a mournerÑis meek. He who is
meekÑis merciful, etc. The Spirit of God plants in the heart a habitof all
the graces.The gracesof the Spirit are like a row of pearls which hang to-
gether upon the string of piety, and serve to adorn Christ's bride. This I
note, to show you a difference between a hypocrite and a true child of
God. The hypocrite flatters himself with a pretenseof graceÑbut in the
meantime he does not have a habitof all the graces. He does not have
poverty of spirit, nor purity of heart; whereas a child of God has the
habit of all the gracesin his heart. Thesethings being premised, I come in
particular to thoseheavenlydispositionsof soulto which Christ has affixed
blessedness.And the first is Poverty of Spirit: 'Blessed are the poor in
spirit'.
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Chapter2
Poverty of Spirit

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heav-
en." Matthew 5:3

Some are of opinion, that this was the first sermon which ever Christ
gave, therefore it may challenge our best attention. 'Blessedare the poor
in spirit'. Our Lord Christ, beginning to raise a high and stately fabric of
blessedness,lays the foundation of it lowÑin poverty of spirit. But all
poverty is not blessed. I shall use a fourfold distinction.

1. I distinguish between 'poor in estate', and 'poor in spirit'. There
are the Devil's poor. They are both poor and wickedÑwhose clothes are
not more torn than their conscience.There are some whose poverty is
their sin, who through improvidenceor excesshave brought themselves to
poverty. These may be poor in estateÑbut not poor in spirit.

2. I distinguish between 'spiritually poor' and 'poor in spirit'. He
who is without grace is spiritually poorÑbut he is not poor in spirit; he
does not know his own beggary. 'You know not, that you are poor'
(Revelation 3:17).He is in the worst sensepoorÑwho has no senseof his
poverty.

3. I distinguish between 'poor-spirited' and 'poor in spirit'. They are
said to be poor-spirited who have mean, base spirits, who act below
themselves. Such are those misers, who having great estatesÑyet can
hardly afford themselves bread; who live sneakingly, and are ready to
wish their own throats cut, becausethey are forced to spend something
in satisfying nature's demands. This Solomon calls an evil under the sun.
'There is an evil which I have seenunder the sunÑa man to whom God
has given riches, so that he lacks nothing that he desiresÑyet God gives
him not power to eat thereof' (Ecclesiastes6:2). True religion makes no
man a niggard. Though it teaches prudenceÑyet not sordidness.

Then there are those who act below themselves as they are Christians,
while they sinfully comply and prostitute themselves to the desires of
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others; a base kind of metal that will take any stamp. They will for a
piece of silverÑpart with the jewel of a good conscience.They will be of
the popularreligion. They will dance to the devil's pipe, if their superior
commands them. These are poor-spirited but not poor in spirit.

4. I distinguish between poor in an evangelical senseÑand poor in
a popish sense.The papists give a wrong gloss upon the text. By 'poor in
spirit', they understand those who, renouncing their estates,vow a vol-
untary poverty, living retiredly in their monasteries. But Christ never
meant these. He does not pronounce them blessedÑwho make them-
selvespoor, leaving their estatesand callingsÑbut such asare evangelic-
ally poor.

Well then, what are we to understand by 'poor in spirit'? The Greek
word for 'poor' is not only taken in a strict sensefor those who live upon
charityÑbut in a more large sense,for those who are destitute as well
of inward as outward comfort. Poor in spirit, then, signifies thosewho are
broughtto thesenseof their sins,andseeingno goodnessin themselves,despair
in themselvesandsuewholly to themercyof Godin Christ. Poverty of spirit is
a kind of self-annihilation. 'The poor in spirit' (says Calvin) 'are those
who seenothing in themselvesÑbut fly to mercyfor sanctuary.' Such an
one was the publican: 'God be merciful to me a sinner' (Luke 18:13).Of
this temper was Paul: 'That I may be found in Christ, not having my own
righteousness' (Philippians 3:9). These are the poor, who are invited as
guests to wisdom's banquet (Proverbs 7:3, 4).

Here several questions may be propounded.

[1] Why does Christ here begin with poverty of spirit? Why is this
put in the forefront? I answer, Christ does it to show that poverty of spir-
it is the very basis and foundation of all the other graces which follow.
You may as well expect fruit to grow without a root, as the other graces
without poverty of spirit. Until a man is poor in spirit, he cannot mourn.
Poverty of spirit is like the fire under the still, which makes the water
drop from the eyes. When a man seeshis own defects and deformities,
and looks upon himself as undoneÑthen he mourns after Christ. 'The
springs run in the valleys' (Psalm 104:10).When the heart becomesa val-
ley and lies low by poverty of spirit, now the springs of holy mourning
run there. Until a man is poor in spirit, he cannot 'hunger and thirst after
righteousness'. He must first be sensible of need, before he can hunger.
Therefore Christ begins with poverty of spiritÑbecause this ushers in all
the rest.
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[2] What is the difference between poverty of spir-
it, and humility ?Theseare so alike that they have been taken one for the
other. Chrysostom, by 'poverty of spirit', understands humility . Yet I
think there is some difference. They differ as the causeand the effect. I
think that poverty of spirit is the causeof humility, for when a man sees
his need of Christ, and how he lives on the alms of free graceÑthis
makes him humble. He who is sensible of his own vacuity and indi-
gence,hangs his head in humility with the violet. Humility is the sweet
spice which grows from poverty of spirit.

[3] What is the difference between poverty of spirit, and self-deni-
al? I answer, in some things they agree, in some things they differ. In
some things theyagree; for the one who is poor in spirit is an absolute
self-denier. He renounces all good opinion of himself. He acknowledges
his dependence upon Christ and free grace.

But in some things they differ . The self-denier parts with the world for
Christ; the poor in spirit parts with himself for Christ, that isÑhis own
righteousness.The poor in spirit seeshimself nothing without Christ; the
self-denier will leave himself nothing for Christ. And thus I have shown
what poverty of spirit is.

The words thus opened present us with this truthÑthat Christians
must be poor in spirit. Or thusÑpoverty of spirit is the jewel which
Christians must wear. As the best creature was made out of nothing; so
when a man seeshimself to be nothing, out of this nothing God makes a
most beautiful creature. It is God's usual method to make a man poor in
spiritÑand then fill him with the gracesof the Spirit. As we deal with a
watch, we take it first to pieces, and then set all the wheels and pins in
orderÑso the Lord first takes a man all to pieces,shows him his undone
conditionÑand then sets him in frame.

The reasons are:

1 Until we are poor in spiritÑwe are not capable of receiving
grace.He who is swollen with self-excellencyand self-sufficiencyÑis not
fit for Christ. He is full already. If the hand is full of pebblesÑit cannot
receive gold. The glass is first emptied, before you pour in wine. God
first empties a man of himself, before he pours in the precious wine of
his grace. None but the poor in spirit are within Christ's commission.
'The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; he has sent me to bind up the
broken-hearted' (Isaiah 61:1), that is, such as are broken in the senseof
their unworthiness.
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2. Until we are poor in spiritÑChrist is never precious. Until we see
our own wants, we never seeChrist's worth. Poverty of spirit is salt and
seasoning, which makes Christ relish sweet to the soul. Mercy is most
welcome to the poor in spirit. He who seeshimself clad in filthy rags
(Zechariah 3:4,5),what will he give for change of raiment, the righteous-
ness of Christ! What will he give to have the fair mitre of salvation set
upon his head! When a man sees himself almost wounded to
deathÑhow precious will the balm of Christ's blood be to him! When he
seeshimself deep in arrears with God, and is so far from paying the debt
that he cannot sum up the debtÑhow glad would he be for a surety! 'The
pearl of great price' is only precious to the one who is poor in spirit. He
who needs bread and is ready to starve, will have it whatever it cost. He
will lay his garment to pledge; bread he must haveÑor he is undone! So
to him who is poor in spirit, who seeshis need of ChristÑhow precious
is a Savior! Christ is Christ and grace is grace to him! He will do any-
thing for the bread of life! Therefore will God have the soul thus quali-
fiedÑto enhance the value and estimate of the Lord Jesus.

3. Until we are poor in spiritÑwe cannot go to heaven. 'Theirs is the
kingdom of heaven'. Poverty of spirit tunes and prepares us for heaven.
By nature a man is puffed up with self-esteem,and the gate of heaven is
so narrow that he cannot enter. Now poverty of spirit lessensthe soul; it
pares off its superfluity, and now he is fit to enter in at the 'narrow gate'.
The great rope cannot go through the eye of the needleÑbut let it be un-
twisted and made into small threads, and then it may. Poverty of spirit
untwists the great rope. It makes a man little in his own eyes,and now
an entrance shall be made unto him, 'richly into the everlasting King-
dom' (2 Peter 1:11).Through this temple of poverty, we must go into the
temple of glory.

It shows wherein a Christian's riches consist, namely in poverty of
spirit. Somethink if they can fill their bagswith goldÑand then they are
rich. But those who are poor in spirit, are the rich men. They are rich in
poverty. This poverty entitles them to a kingdom! How poor are those
who think themselves rich! How rich are those who seethemselvespoor!
I call it the 'jewel of poverty'. There are some paradoxes in piety which
the world cannot understand; for a man to becomea fool that he may be
wise (1 Corinthians 3:18); to save his life by losing it (Matthew 16:25);
and by being poor to be rich. Carnal reason laughs at itÑbut 'Blessedare
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom'. Then this poverty is to be
striven for more than all riches. Under theserags, is hidden cloth of gold.
Out of this carcass comes honey.
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If blessed are the poor in spirit, then by the rule of contraries, cursed
are the proud in spirit (Proverbs 16:5).There is a generation of men who
commit idolatry with themselves;no such idol as self! They admire their
own parts, moralities, self-righteousness; and upon this stock graft the
hope of their salvation. There are many too good to go to heaven. They
have commodities enough of their own growth, and they scorn to live
upon the borrow, or to be indebted to Christ. These bladders the Devil
has blown up with pride, and they are swelled in their own conceit; but
it is like the swelling of a dropsy man whose bigness is his disease.Thus
it was with that proud justiciary: 'The Phariseestood and prayed, God, I
thank you that I am not asother men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers,
or even as this publican; I fast twice in the week, I give tithes É ' (Luke
18:11).Here was a man setting up the topsail of pride; but the publican,
who was poor in spirit, stood afar off and would not lift up so much as
his eyesunto heavenÑbut smote upon his breast saying, 'God be merci-
ful to me a sinner.' This man carried away the garland. 'I tell you' (says
Christ) 'this man went down to his house justified rather than the other'.
Paul, before his conversion, thought himself in a very good condition,
'touching the law, blameless'(Philippians 3:6).He thought to have built a
tower of his own righteousness, the top whereof should have reached to
heaven; but, at last, God showed him there was a crack in the founda-
tion, and then he gets into the 'rock of ages'.'That I may be found in him'
(Philippians 3:9).There is not a more dangerous precipice than self-right-
eousness.This was Laodicea's temper: 'Becauseyou say I am rich and I
have need of nothing É ' (Revelation 3:17). She thought she wanted
nothing when indeed she had nothing. How many does this damn! We
seesome ships that have escapedthe rocksÑyet are cast away upon the
sands; so some who have escaped the rocks of gross sinsÑyet are cast
away upon the sands of self-righteousness; and how hard is it to con-
vince such men of their danger! They will not believe but that they may
be helped out of their dungeon with these rotten rags. They cannot be
persuaded their caseis so bad as others would make it. Christ tells them
they are blindÑbut they are like Seneca's maid, who was born
blindÑbut she would not believe it. The house, says she, is darkÑbut I
am not blind. Christ tells them they are naked, and offers his white robe
to cover themÑbut they are of a different persuasion; and becausethey
are blind, they cannot seethemselves naked. How many have perished
by being their own saviors! O that this might drive the proud sinner out
of himself! A man never comes to himself until he comesout of himself.
And no man can come out, until first Christ comes in.
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If poverty of spirit be so necessaryÑhow shall I know that I am poor
in spirit? By the blessed effectsof this poverty, which are:

1. He who is poor in spiritÑis weaned from himself. 'My soul is even
as a weaned child' (Psalm 131:2).It is hard for a man to be weaned from
himself. The vine catcheshold of everything that is near, to prop itself
upon. Just so, there is some bough or other a man would be catching
hold of to rest upon. How hard is it to be brought quite off himself! The
poor in spirit are divorced from themselves; they seethey must go to hell
without Christ. 'My soul is even as a weaned child'.

2. He who is poor in spiritÑis a Christ-admirer. He has high
thoughts of Christ. He sees himself nakedÑand flies to Christ, to be
clothed in the garments of His righteousness. He sees him-
self woundedÑand as the wounded deer runs to the water, so he thirsts
for Christ's blood, the water of life. "Lord!" says he, "give me Christ or I
die!" Conscienceis turned into a fiery serpent and has stung him; now he
will give all the worldÑfor a brazen serpent! He seeshimself in a state
ofdeath; and how precious is one leaf of the tree of life, which is both for
food and medicine! The poor in spirit seesall his riches lie in Christ,
'wisdom, righteousness, sanctification . . '. In every need, he flies to this
storehouse! He adores theall-fullnessin Christ.

They say of the oil in Rheims, though they are continually almost us-
ing itÑyet it is never used up. And such is Christ's bloodÑit can never
be emptied. He who is poor in spirit has recourse still to this fountain.
He sets a high value and appreciation upon Christ. He hideshimself in
Christ's wounds. He batheshimself in his blood. He wrapshimself in
Christ's robe. He sees a spiritual dearth and famine at homeÑbut he
flees to Christ. 'Show me the Lord (says he) and it suffices!'

3. He who is poor in spiritÑis ever complaining of his spiritual es-
tate. He is much like a poor man who is ever telling you of his needs.He
has nothing to help himself withÑhe is ready to starve! So it is with him
that is poor in spirit. He is ever complaining of his needs,saying, "I want
a broken heartÑand a thankful heart." He makes himself the most indi-
gent creature. Though he dares not deny the work of grace(which would
be a bearing false witness again the Spirit)Ñyet he mourns he has no
more grace. This is the difference between a hypocrite and a child of
God. The hypocrite is ever telling what good he has.A child of God com-
plains of what good he lacks. The one is glad he is so good; the other
grieves he is so bad. The poor in spirit goes from ordinance to ordinance
for a supply of his needs;he would gladly have his stock increased. Try
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by this if you are poor in spirit. While others complain they want chil-
dren, or they want estatesÑdo you complain you wany grace?This is a
good sign. 'There is one who makes himself poorÑyet has great riches'
(Proverbs 13:7). Some beggars have died rich. The poor in spirit, who
have lain all their lives at the gate of mercy and have lived upon the alms
of free graceÑhave died rich in faith, heirs to an eternal kingdom!

4. He who is poor in spiritÑis lowly in heart. Rich men are com-
monly proud and scornfulÑbut the poor are submissive. The poor in
spirit roll themselves in the dust in the senseof their unworthiness. 'I ab-
hor myself in dust' (Job 42:6). He who is poor in spirit looks at
another's excellenciesÑand his own infirmities. He denies not only his
sinsÑbut his duties. The more grace he has, the more humble he
isÑbecause he now seeshimself a greater debtor to God. If he can do
any duty, he acknowledges it is Christ's strength more than his own
(Philippians 4:13).As the ship gets to the haven more by the benefit of
the wind than the sailÑso when a Christian makes any swift progress, it
is more by the wind of God's Spirit than the sail of his own endeavor.
The poor in spirit, when he acts most like a saint, confesseshimself 'the
chief of sinners'. He blushes more at the defect of his gracesÑthan others
do at the excessof their sins. He dares not say he has prayed or wept. He
livesÑyet not heÑbut Christ lives in him (Galatians 2:20). He
laborsÑyet not heÑbut the grace of God (1 Corinthians 15:10).

5. He who is poor in spiritÑis much in prayer. He seeshow short he
is of the standard of holiness, therefore begs for more grace; Lord, more
faith, more conformity to Christ. A poor man is ever begging. You may
know by thisÑone who is poor in spirit. He is ever begging for a spiritu-
al alms. He knocks at heaven-gate;he sendsup sighs; he pours out tears;
he will not leave the gateÑuntil he has his alms. God loves a modestbold-
nessin prayer; such shall not be turned away.

6. He who is poor in spiritÑis content to take Christ upon his own
terms. The proud sinner will argue and bargain with Christ. He will
have ChristÑand his pleasures; ChristÑand his covetousness. But he
who is poor in spirit seeshimself lost without Christ, and he is willing to
have him upon his own terms, a Princeto rule himÑas well as
a Saviourto save him: 'Jesusmy Lord' (Philippians 3:8). A castle which
has long been besieged and is ready to be captured, will surrender on
any terms to save their lives. He whose heart has been a garrison for the
devil, and has held out long in opposition against Christ, when onceGod
has brought him to poverty of spirit, and he sees himself damned
without Christ, let God propound whatever articles he willÑhe will
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readily subscribe to them. 'Lord, what will you have me to do?' (Acts
9:6).He who is poor in spirit will do anythingÑthat he may have Christ.
He will behead his beloved sin! He will, with Peter, cast himself upon
the water to come to Christ.

7. He who is poor in spiritÑis an exalter of free grace.None so mag-
nify God's mercyÑas the poor in spirit. The poor are very thankful.
When Paul had tasted mercy, how thankfully does he adore free grace!
'The grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant' (1 Timothy 1:14).It was
super-exuberant grace! He sets the crown of his salvationÑupon the
head of free grace! As a man who is condemned and has a pardon sent
himÑhow greatly he proclaims the goodness and mercifulness of his
prince! So Paul displays freegracein its magnificent colors. He interlines
all his epistles with free grace.As a vesselwhich has beenperfumedmakes
the water taste of itÑso Paul, who was a vessel perfumed with mercy,
makes all his epistles to taste of this perfume of free grace! Those who
are poor in spirit, blessGod for the least crumb which falls from the table
of free grace! Labor for poverty of spirit. Christ begins with this, and we
must begin here if ever we are saved. Poverty of spirit is the foundation
stone, on which God lays the superstructure of eternal glory!

There are four things which may persuade Christians to be poor in
spirit.

1. This poverty is your riches. You may have the world's riches, and
yet be poor. You cannot have this poverty without being made rich.
Poverty of spirit entitles you to all Christ's riches.

2. This poverty is your nobility. God looks upon you as people of hon-
or. He who is vile in his own eyesÑis precious in God's eyes.The way to
riseÑis to fall. God esteems the valleyhighest.

3. Poverty of spirit sweetly quiets the soul. When a man is brought off
from himself to rest on Christ, what a blessed calm is in the heart! I am
poorÑbut 'my God shall supply all my needs!' (Philippians 4:19). I am
unworthyÑbut Christ is worthy! I am indigentÑbut Christ is infinite!
'Lead me to the rock that is higher than I' (Psalm 61:2). A man is safe
upon a rock. When the soul goes out of itself and centers upon the rock,
ChristÑnow it is firmly settled upon its basis.This is the way to comfort.
You will be wounded in spiritÑuntil you come to be poor in spirit.

4. Poverty of spirit paves the pathway for blessedness.'Blessedare the
poor in spirit.' Are you poor in spirit? You are blessedpeople! Happy for
you that ever you were born! If you ask, "Wherein does this blessedness
appear?" read the next words, 'Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven'.
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5. The poor in spirit are enriched with a heavenly kingdom!

"Theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Matthew 5:3

Here is high advancement for the saints. They shall be advanced to a
heavenly kingdom! There are some who, aspiring after earthly greatness,
talk of a temporal reign hereÑbut then God's church on earth would not
be militant, but triumphant. But sure it isÑthat the saints shall reign in a
glorious manner: 'Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.' A kingdom is the
pinnacle and top of all worldly felicity, and 'this honor have all the
saints!' So says our Savior, 'Theirs is the kingdom of heaven.' All Christ's
subjectsare kings!By the kingdom of heaven,is meant that state of glory
which the saints shall enjoy when they shall reign with God and the an-
gels forever; sin, hell and death being fully subdued.

A. For the illustration of this, I shall show firstÑ wherein the saints in
heaven are like kings. Kings have their insignia or regalia, their ensigns
of royalty and majesty.

1. Kings have their CROWNS. Sothe saints after death have their roy-
al crown. 'Be faithful unto deathÑand I will give you a crown of life'
(Revelation 2:10). Believers are not only pardonedÑbut crowned!The
crown is an ensign of honor. A crown is not for everyone. It will not fit
every head. It is only for kings and people of renown to wear (Psalm
21:3).The crown which the poor in spirit shall wear in heaven, is an hon-
orable crown. God himself installs them into their honor and sets the
royal crown upon their head. And this crown that the saints shall wear,
which is divinely glorious and illustrious, exceeds all other.

[1] It is more pure. Other crowns, though they are made of pure
goldÑyet they are mixed metal; they have their troubles. A crown
of gold,cannot be made without thorns. It has so many vexations belong-
ing to it, that it is apt to make the head ache.Which made Cyrus say, did
men but know what cares he sustained under the imperial crown, he
thought they would not stoop to take it up. But the saints' crownis made
without crosses. It is not mingled with care of keepingÑor fear of losing.
What Solomon speaks in another sense,I may say of the crown of glory,
'It adds no sorrow with it' (Proverbs 10:22). This crown, like David's
harp, drives away the evil spirit of sorrow and disquiet. As there can be
joy in hellÑso there can be no grief in heaven!

[2] This crown of glory does not draw envy to it. David's own son en-
vied him and sought to take his crown from his head. A princely crown
is oftentimes the mark for envyand ambitionto shoot at! But the crown
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the saints shall wear is free from envy. One saint shall not envy anoth-
erÑbecause all are crowned! And though one crown may be larger than
anotherÑyet every one shall have as big a crown as he is able to carry!

[3] This is a never-fading crown. Other crowns quickly wear away
and tumble into the dust: 'Does the crown endure to all generations?'
(Proverbs 27:24). Henry VI was honored with the crowns of two king-
doms, France and England. The first was lost through the faction of his
nobles; the other was twice plucked from his head. The crown has many
heirs and successors.The crown is a withering thing. Death is a worm
which feeds in it; but the crown of glory is imperishable, 'it fades not
away' (1 Peter 5:4). It is not like the rose which loses its color and ver-
nancy. This crown cannot be made to witherÑbut it keeps always fresh
and resplendent. Eternity is a jewel of the saints' crown!

2. Kings have their ROBES. The robe is a garment with which Kings
are arrayed. 'The King of Israel and the King of Judah sat clothed in
their robes'(2 Chronicles 18:9). The robe was of scarlet or velvet lined
with ermine, sometimes of a purple color; sometimes of an azure bright-
ness.Thus the saints shall have their robes. 'I beheld a great multitude
which no man could number of all nations and kindreds, clothed in
white robes' (Revelation 7:9). The saints' robes signify their glory and
splendor; white robes denote their sanctity. They have no sin to taint or
defile their robes. In these robes they shall shine as the angels!

3. Kings have their SCEPTERSin token of rule and greatness.King
Ahasuerus held out to Esther the golden scepter (Esther 5:2); and the
saints in glory have their scepter, and 'palms in their hands' (Revelation
7). It was a custom of great conquerors to have palm branches in their
hand, in token of victory. So the saints, those kings have 'palms', an em-
blem of victory and triumph. They are victors over sin and hell. 'They
overcame by the blood of the Lamb' (Revelation 12:11).

4. Kings have their THRONES. When Caesarreturned from conquer-
ing his enemies, there were granted to him four triumphs in token of
honor, and there was set for him a chair of ivory in the senate, and a
throne in the theater. Just soÑthe saints in heaven returning from their
victories over sin, shall have a throne more rich than ivory or pearlÑa
throne of glory! (Revelation 3:21).

[1] This shall be a HIGH throne. It is seated high above all the kings
and princes of the earth. Nay, it is far above all heavens (Ephesians 4).
There is the airyheavenÑwhich is that spacefrom the earth to the sphere
of the moon. There is the starry heavenÑthe place where the stars are.
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There is the empyrean heaven, which is called the 'third heaven' (2 Cor-
inthians 12:2).In this glorious sublime place, shall the throne of the saints
be erected.

[2] It is a SAFE throne. Other thrones are unsafe; they stand tottering.
'You have set them in slippery places' (Psalm 73:18); but the saints'
throne is sure. 'He who overcomes shall sit with me upon my throne'
(Revelation 3:21). The saints shall sit with Christ. He keeps them safe,
that no hand of violence can pull them from their throne. O people of
God, think of thisÑyou shall shortly sit upon the heavenly throne with
Jesus!

B. Having shown wherein the saints in glory are like kingsÑlet us
seewherein the kingdom of heaven excels other kingdoms.

1. It excels in the FOUNDER and MAKER. Other kingdoms
have menfor their buildersÑbut this kingdom has Godfor its builder!
(Hebrews 11:10).Heaven is said to be 'made without hands' (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:1), to show the excellency of it. Neither man nor angel could ever
lay stone in this building. God erects this kingdom. Its 'builder and
maker is God'.

2. This kingdom excels in the RICHES of it. Gold does not so much
surpass ironÑas this kingdom surpassesall other riches. 'The gates are
of pearl' (Revelation 21:21).'And the foundations of the wall of it are gar-
nished with all precious stones' (verse 19). It is enough for cabinetsto
have pearl; but were 'gatesof pearl' ever heard of before? It is said that
'Kings shall throw down their crowns and sceptersbefore it (Revelation
4:10),ascounting all their glory and riches but dustÑin comparison of it.
This kingdom has deity itself to enrich it, and these riches are such as
cannot be weighed in the balance;neither the heart of man can conceive,
nor the tongue of angel express the magnificence of the heavenly
kingdom!

3. This kingdom excels in the PERFECTION of it. Other kingdoms
are defective. They have not all provisions within themselves, nor have
they all commodities of their own growthÑbut are forced to trade
abroad to supply their needs at home. King Solomon sent for gold to
Ophir (2 Chronicles 8:18).But there is no defectin the kingdom of heaven!
Here are all delights and rarities to be had! 'He who overcomes shall in-
herit all things!' (Revelation 21:7). Here is beauty, wisdom, glory and
magnificence. Here is the Tree of Life in the midst of this paradise. All
things are to be found hereÑbut sin and sorrowÑthe absencewhereof
adds to the blessedness of this kingdom!
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4. This kingdom excels in SECURITY. Other kingdoms fear either
foreign invasions or internal divisions. Solomon's kingdom was peace-
able a whileÑbut at last he had an alarum given him by the enemy (1
Kings 11:11,14).But the kingdom of heaven is so impregnable, that it
fears no hostile assaultsor inroads. The devils are said to be locked up in
chains (Jude6). The saints in heaven shall no more need fear them than a
man fears a thief who is hanged up in chains. The gates of this celestial
kingdom 'are not shut' (Revelation 21:25).We shut the gatesof the city in
a time of dangerÑbut the gates of that kingdom always stand openÑto
show that there is no fear of the approach of an enemy. The kingdom has
gates for the magnificenceof itÑbut the gates are not shut because of
the securityof it.

5. This kingdom excels in its STABILITY. Other kingdoms
have vanity written upon them. They ceaseand are changed; though they
may have a headof goldÑyet feet of clay. 'I will cause the kingdom to
cease' (Hosea 1:4). Where is the glory of Athens? the pomp of Troy?
What is becomeof the Assyrian, Grecian, Persian monarchy? Thoseking-
doms are demolished and laid in the dust! But the kingdom of heaven
has eternitywritten upon it! It is an 'everlasting kingdom' (2 Peter 1:11).
Other kingdoms may be lastingÑ but not everlasting. The apostle calls it
'a kingdom which cannot be shaken' (Hebrews 12:28).It is fastened upon
a strong foundationÑthe omnipotence of God. It runs parallel with
eternity. 'They shall reign forever and ever!' (Revelation 22:5).

C. I shall next show the truth of this propositionÑthat this kingdom
is infallibly entailed on the saints.

In regard of God's free grace. 'It is your Father's good pleasure
to giveyou the kingdom' (Luke 12:32).It is not for any desert in usÑbut
the free grace in God. The papists say we merit the kingdomÑbut we
disclaim the title of merit. Heaven is a gift of God's grace.

There is a price paid. JesusChrist has shed his blood for it. All saints
come to the kingdom, through blood. Christ's hanging upon the cross
was to bring us to the crown. As the kingdom of heaven is a gift in re-
gard of the FatherÑso it is a purchasein regard of the Son.

1. This shows us that true religion is no unreasonable thing. God
does not cut us out workÑand give no reward. Godliness enthrones us
in a kingdom! When we hear of the doctrine of repentance, steeping our
souls in brinish tears for sin; the doctrine of mortification, pulling out the
right eye, beheading the king-sin; and we are ready to think it is hard to
swallow down this bitter pill. But here is something in the text which
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may sweeten it. Thereis a glorious kingdomreservedfor usÑand that will
make amends for all. This glorious recompense as far exceeds our
thoughtsÑas it surpassesour defects. No one can say without wrong to
God, that he is a hard master. God gives double pay. He bestows a king-
dom upon those who fear him. Satan may disparage the ways of God,
like those spies who raised a bad report of the good land (Numbers
13:32).But will Satanmend your wages if you serve him? He gives dam-
nable pay! Instead of a kingdomÑhe gives 'chains of darkness' (Jude 6).

2. See here the mercy and bounty of God, who has prepared a king-
dom for his people. It is a favor that we poor 'worms and no men'
(Psalm 22:6)should be allowed to live. But that worms should be made
kingsÑthis is divine bounty! It is mercy to pardonusÑbut it is
rich mercyto crown us! 'Behold, what manner of love' is this! Earthly
princes may bestow great gifts on their subjectsÑbut they keep the king-
dom to themselves.Though Pharaoh advanced Josephto honor and gave
him a ring from his fingerÑyet he kept the kingdom to himself. 'Only in
the throne will I be greater than you' (Genesis 41:40).But God gives a
kingdom to his people, he sets them upon the throne! How David ad-
mires the goodnessof God in bestowing upon him a temporal kingdom!
'Then went king David in, and sat before the Lord and said, Who am I, O
Lord God! and what is my house, that you have brought me hitherto?' (2
Samuel 7:18). He wondered that God should take him from the sheep-
fold and set him on the throne! that God should turn his shepherd's staff
into a king's scepter! O then how may the saints admire the riches of
grace, that God should give them a glorious kingdom above all the
princes of the earth, nay, far above all heavens! God thinks nothing too
good for his children. We many times think much of a tear, a prayer, or
to sacrifice a sin for himÑbut He does not think a kingdom is too much
to bestow upon us! How will the saints read over the lectures of free
grace in heaven, and trumpet forth the praises of that God, who has
crowned them with such astonishing loving-kindness! "Don't be afraid,
little flock, becauseyour Father delights to give you the kingdom." Luke
12:32

3. This shows us that Christianity is no disgraceful thing. Wise men
measure things by the final end. What is the end of godliness? It brings a
glorious kingdom! A man's sin brings him to shame (Proverbs 13:5).
What fruit had you in those things, whereof you are now ashamed?
(Romans 6:21). But religion brings to honor (Proverbs 4:8). It brings a
man to a throne, a crown, it ends in eternal glory! It is the sinner's folly to
reproach a saint. It is just as if Shimei had reproached David when he
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was going to be made king. It is a saint's wisdom to despise a reproach.
Say as David when he danced before the ark, 'I will yet be more vile' (2
Samuel 6:22). If to pray and hear and serve my God, is be to be vileÑ'I
will yet be more vile'. This is my excellency, my glory. I am doing now,
that which will bring me to a kingdom. O think it no disgrace to be a
Christian! I speak it chiefly to you who are entering upon the ways of
God. Perhapsyou may meet with such aswill reproach and censureyou.
Bind their reproaches as a crown about your head. Despise
their censureas much as their praise. Remember there is a kingdom en-
tailed upon godliness. Sin draws hell after it; grace draws a crown after
it!

4. See here that which may make the people of God long for
death. Then they shall enter upon their glorious kingdom! Indeed the
wicked may fear death. It will not lead them to a kingdomÑbut a horrid
dungeon. Hell is the jail where they must lie rotting forever

with the devil and his demons! To every Christless personÑdeath is
the king of terror; but the godly may long for death. It will raise them to
a kingdom. When Scipio's father had told him of that glory the soul
should be invested with in a state of immortality, "why then," says Sci-
pio, "do I tarry thus long upon the earth? Why do I not hasten to die?"
Believers are not perfectly happy until death. When Croesusasked Solon
whom he thought happy, he told him one Tellus, a man who was dead.
A Christian at death shall be completely installed into his honor. The
anointing oil shall be poured on him, and the royal crown set upon his
head. The Thracians, in their funerals, used festivemusic. The heathens
(asTheocritus' observes)had their funeral banquet, becauseof that felicity
which they supposed the deceasedwere entered into. The saints are now
'heirs of the kingdom' (James 2:5). Does not the heir desire to be
crowned?

Truly there is enough to wean us and make us willing to be gone from
hence.The saints 'eat asheslike bread'. They are here in a suffering con-
dition. 'Our bones are scattered at the grave's mouth, as when one cuts
wood' (Psalm 141:7).When a man hews and cuts a tree the chips fly up
and down; here and there a chip. So here a saint wounded, there a saint
massacred;our bones fly like chips up and down. 'For your sake we are
killed all the day long' (Romans 8:36).But there is a kingdom a-coming;
when the body is buried the soul is crowned. Who would not be willing
to sail in a stormÑif he were sure to be crowned as soon as he came at
the shore?Why is it that the godly look so ghastly at thoughts of death,
as if they were rather going to their execution,than their coronation?
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Though we should be willing to stay here awhile to do serviceÑyet we
should with Paul, 'desire to departÑand be with Christ'. The day of a
believer's dissolutionÑis the day of his inauguration.

But how shall we know that this glorious kingdom shall be settled
upon us at death?

1. God has set up his kingdom of gracewithin each of his chil-
dren. 'The kingdom of God is within you' (Luke 17:21).By the kingdom
of God hereÑis meant the kingdom of gracein the heart. Grace may be
compared to a kingdom. It sways the scepter; it gives out laws. There is
the law of love. Grace beats down the devil's garrisons. It brings the
heart into a sweet subjection to Christ. Is this kingdom of grace set up
in your heart? Do you rule over your sins? Can you bind those kings in
chains?(Psalm 149:8).Are you a king over your pride, passion and unbe-
lief? Is the kingdom of God within you? While others aspire after earthly
greatnessÑdo you labor for a kingdom within you? Certainly if the king-
dom of graceis in your heart, you shall have the kingdom of glory. If
God's kingdom of graceenters into you, you shall enter into his kingdom
of glory. But let not that man ever think to reign in gloryÑwho now lives
a slave to his lusts!

2. If you are a believerÑyou will go to this blessed kingdom. 'Rich
in faith, heirs of the kingdom' (James2:5).Faith is a heroic act of the soul.
It makes a holy adventure on God, by a promise. Faith is the crowning
grace. Faith puts us into Christ, and our title to the crown comes in by
Christ. By faith we are born of God, and so we become children of the
royal blood. By faith our hearts are purified (Acts 15:9,10), and we are
made fit for a kingdom; 'rich in faith, heirs of the kingdom'. Faith paves a
highway to heaven. Believers die heirs to the crown.

3. He who has a noble, kingly spiritÑshall go to the heavenly king-
dom. 'Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.'
(Colossians 3:2).He who has a heavenly spiritÑshall go to the heavenly
kingdom. Do you live above the world? The eagle does not catch
fliesÑshe soarsaloft in the air. Do you pant after glory and immortality?
Do you abhor that which is sordid and carnal? Can you trample upon all
sublunary things? Is heavenin your eyeÑand Christ in your heartÑand
the world under your feet?He who has such a kingly spirit, who looks no
lower than a crownÑ'he shall dwell on high', and have his throne moun-
ted far above all heavens!

The exhortation has a double aspect.
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1. The exhortation looks toward the WICKED. Is there a kingdom to
be had, a kingdom so enameled and bespangled with glory? Oh then, do
not by your folly make yourselves incapable of this glorious blessing! Do
not for the satisfying of a baselust, forfeit a kingdom. Do not drink away
a kingdom. Do not for thelap of pleasureÑlose the crown of life! If men,
before they committed a sin, would but sit down and rationally consider
whether the present gain and sweetness in sin, would countervail the
loss of the heavenly kingdomÑit would put them into a cold sweat, and
give some check to their unbridled lusts. Jacobtook Esau by the heel.
Look not upon the smiling face of sinÑbut 'take it by the heel'. Look at
the endof it. It will deprive you of a kingdom, and can anything make
amends for that loss? O, is it not madness, for the unfruitful works of
darkness (Ephesians 5:11), to lose a kingdom? How will the devil at the
last day reproach and laugh at men, that they should be so stupidly sot-
tish for a rattleÑto forgo a crown! They are like those Indians who for
glass beads, will part with their gold. Surely it will much contribute to
the vexation of the damnedÑto think how foolishly they missed of a
kingdom.

2. The exhortation looks toward the GODLY, and it exhorts to two
things.

[1] Is there a kingdom in reserved for us? Then let this be a motive to
duty. Do all the service you can for God while you live. 'Spend and be
spent.' The reward is honorable. The thoughts of a kingdom, should
add wings to prayer, and fire to zeal. Inquire what you have done for
God. What lovehave you shown to his name? What zealfor his glory?
Where is the head of that Goliath lust which you have slain for his sake?
Methinks we should sometimes go aside into our closets and weep, to
consider how little work we have done for God. What a vast dispropor-
tion is there between our serviceÑand our reward!What is all our weep-
ing and fastingÑcompared to a kingdom! Oh improve all your talents
for God. Make seasons of grace, opportunities for service.

And that you may act more vigorously for God, know and be as-
suredÑthat the more work you do, the more glory you shall have. Every
saint shall have a kingdomÑbut the more service any man does for God,
the greater will be his kingdom. There are degreesof glory which I will
prove thus:

First, because there are degrees of torment in hell. 'They shall re-
ceive greaterdamnation' (Luke 20:47).Those who make religion a cloak
for their sin, shall have a hotter place in hell. Now if there are degreesof
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torment in hell, then by the rule of contraries, there are degreesof glory
in the kingdom of heaven.

Again, seeing God in his free grace rewards men according to their
works, therefore, the more service they do the greater shall their reward
be. 'Behold I come quickly and my reward is with me, to give every man
according as his work shall be' (Revelation 22:12). He who has done
moreÑshall receive more. He who gained ten times what was entrusted
to him, was made ruler over ten cities (Luke 19:16,17). This may very
much excite to eminencyin religion. The more the lamp of your grace
shines, the more you shall shine in the heavenly orb. Would you have
your crown brighter, your kingdom larger, your palm-branches more
flourishing? BeeminentChristians. Do much work, in a little time. While
you are laying out, God is laying up. The more glory you bring to God,
the more glory you shall have from God.

[2] Walk worthy of this kingdom. 'You should walk worthy of God,
who has called you to his kingdom' (1 Thessalonians2:12).Live askings!
Let the majesty of holinessappear in your faces. Those who looked on
Stephen, 'saw his face, as it had been the face of an angel (Acts 6:15).A
kind of angelic brightness was seenin his visage. When we shine in zeal,
humility, and holinesssÑthis beautifies and honors us in the eyesof oth-
ers, and makes us look as those who are heirs to a heavenly crown.

Here is comfort to the people of God in case of poverty. God has
provided them a kingdom: 'Theirs is the kingdom of heaven'. A child of
God is often so low in the world, that he has not a foot of land to inherit.
He is poor in purseÑas well as in spirit. But here is a fountain of consola-
tion opened. The poorest saint who has lost all his golden fleece,is heir to
a kingdomÑa kingdom which excelsall the kingdoms and principalities
of the world, more than diamond excels dirt! This kingdom is peerless
and endless."The hope of a kingdom," saysBasil, "should carry a Christi-
an with courage and cheerfulness through all his afflictions!" And it is a
saying of Luther, "The seaof God's mercy, overflowing in spiritual bless-
ings, should drown all the sufferings of this life!" What though you go
now in rags? You shall have your white robes! What though you have
only bread and water? You shall feast when you come into the kingdom!
Here you drink the brinish water of tearsÑbut shortly you shall drink
the wine of paradise. Be comforted with the thoughts of your glorious
kingdom!

44



Chapter3
Gospel Mourning

"Blessed are those whomourn, for they shall be comforted."Matthew 5:4

Here are eightstepsleadingto true blessedness.They may be compared to
Jacob'sLadder, the top whereof reached to heaven. We have already
gone over one stepÑand now let us proceed to the second.'Blessedare
thosewho mourn.' We must go through the valley of tearsÑto paradise!
Mourning would be a sad and unpleasant subject to addressÑwere it
not that it has blessednessgoing before, and com-
fort comingafter. Mourning is put here, for repentance. It implies
bothsorrow, which is the cloud, and tearswhich are the rain distilling in
this golden shower!

The words fall into two parts, first, an assertionÑthat mourners are
blessed people; second, a reasonÑbecause they shall be comforted.

The ASSERTIONÑmourners are blessed people. 'Blessed are you
who weep now' (Luke 6:21).Though the saints' tears are bitter tearsÑyet
they are blessedtears. But will all mourning entitle a man to blessedness?
No! there is a twofold mourning which is far from making one blessed.
There is acarnalmourning, and a diabolicalmourning.

1. There is a CARNAL mourning when we lament outward losses.'A
cry of anguish is heard in RamahÑweeping and mourning unrestrained.
Rachel weeps for her children, refusing to be comfortedÑfor they are
dead!' (Matthew 2:18).There are abundance of thesecarnaltearsshed. We
have many who can mourn over a dead childÑwho cannot mourn over
a crucified Savior! Worldly sorrow hastens our funerals. 'The sorrow of
the world works death' (2 Corinthians 7:10).

2. There is a DIABOLICAL mourning and that is twofold:

Whena man mournsthat hecannotsatisfyhis impure lust. This is like the
devil, whose greatest torture is that he can be no more wicked. Thus Am-
mon mourned and was sick, until he defiled his sister Tamar (2 Samuel
13:2).Thus Ahab mourned for Naboth's vineyard, "So Ahab went home
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angry and sullen. The king went to bed with his face to the wall and re-
fused to eat!' (1 Kings 21:4). This was adevilishmourning.

Again, whenmenaresorry for thegoodwhich theyhavedone.Pharaoh was
grieved that 'he had let the children of Israel go' (Exodus 14:5).Many are
so devilish that they are troubled they have prayed so much and have
heard so many sermons. They repent of their repentance. But if we re-
pent of the good which is pastÑGod will not repent of the evil which is
to come.

The OBJECTS of spiritual mourning. To illustrate this point of holy
mourning, I shall show you what is the adequate object of it. There are
two objects of spiritual mourningÑsin and misery.

The first object of spiritual mourning is SIN ; and that twofold,
our ownsin; and the sin of others.

1. Our OWN sin. Sin must have tears. While we carry the fire of
sin about with usÑwe must carry the water of tearsto quench it! (Ezekiel
7:16). 'They are not blessed' (says Chrysostom) 'who mourn for
the deadÑbut rather those who mourn for sin.' And indeed it is with
good reason we mourn for sin, if we consider the GUILT of sin , which
binds over to wrath. Will not a guilty person weep, who is to be bound
over to the penalty? Every sinner is to be tried for his life and is sure to
be cast awayÑif sovereign mercy does not become an advocate for him.

The POLLUTION of sin. Sin is a plague spot, and will you not labor
to wash away this spot with your tears?Sin makes a man worse than a
toad or serpent. The serpent has nothing but what God has put into
Ñbut the sinner has that which the devil has put into him. 'Why has
Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit?' (Acts 5:3). What a
strange metamorphosis has sin made! The soul, which was once of an
azure brightness, sin has made of a sablecolor! We have in our hearts the
seedof the unpardonable sin. Wehavetheseedof all thosesinsfor which the
damnedare now tormented!And shall we not mourn? He who does not
mourn, has surely lost the use of his reason. But every mourning for sin
is not sufficient to entitle a man to blessedness. I shall show what
is not the right gospel-mourning for sin, and then what is
the right gospel-mourning for sin.

What is NOT the right gospel-mourning for sin? There is a fivefold
mourning which is false and spurious.

A despairing kind of mourning. Such was Judas' mourning. He saw
his sin, he was sorry, he made confession, he justifies Christ, he makes
restitution (Matthew 27). Judas, who is in hell, did more than many
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nowadays! He confessedhis sin. He did not plead necessity or good in-
tentionsÑbut he makes an open acknowledgment of his sin. 'I have
sinned!' Judas made restitution. His conscience told him he came
wickedly by the money. It was 'the price of blood', and he 'brought back
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests' (Matthew 27:3). But how
many are there who invade the rights and possessionsof othersÑbut not
a word of restitution! Judas was more honest than they are. Well,
wherein was Judas'sorrow blameworthy? It was a mourning joined with
despair. He thought his wound broader than the plaster. He drowned
himself in tears. His was not repentance unto life (Acts 11:18)Ñbut
rather unto death.

An hypocritical mourning. The heart is very deceitful. It can betray as
well by a tearÑas by a kiss. Saul looks like a mourner, and as he was
sometimes 'among the prophets' (1 Samuel 10:12) So he seemed to be
among the penitentsÑ'And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned, for I
have transgressedthe commandment of the Lord' (1 Samuel 15:24).Saul
played the hypocrite in his mourning, for he did not take shame to him-
selfÑbut he did rather take honor to himself: 'honor me before the elders
of my people' (verse 30). He pared and minced his sin that it might ap-
pear lesser,he laid his sin upon the people, 'becauseI feared the people'
(verse 24).They would have me fly upon the spoil, and I dare do no oth-
er. A true mourner labors to draw out sin in its bloody colors, and accent
it with all its killing aggravations, that he may be deeply humbled before
the Lord. 'Our iniquities are increased over our head, and our sin has
grown up unto the heavens' (Ezra 9:6). The true penitent labors to make
the worstof his sin. Saul labors to make the bestof sin; like a patient that
makes the best of his disease,lest the physician should prescribe him too
sharp remedy. How easy is it for a man to put a cheat upon his own
soulÑand by hypocrisy to sweep himself into hell!

A forced mourning. When tears are pumped out by God's judgements,
these are like the tears of a man who has the stone, or that lies upon the
rack. Such was Cain's mourning. 'My punishment is greater than I can
bear!' (Genesis 4:13). His punishmenttroubled him more than his sin! To
mourn only for fear of hell is like a thief that weeps for the penalty, rather
than the offence. The tears of the wicked are forced by the fire of
affliction!

An external mourning; when sorrow lies only on the outside. 'They
disfigure their faces' (Matthew 6:16). The eyeis tenderÑbut the heartis
hard. Such was Ahab's mourning. 'He tore his clothes and put sackcloth
on his flesh, and went softly' (1 Kings 21:27).His clotheswere tornÑbut
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his heartwas not torn. He hadsackclothbut no sorrow. He hung down
his headlike a bulrushÑbut his heartwas like granite. There are many
who may be compared to weepingmarbles, they are both watery and
flinty.

A vain fruitless mourning. Somewill shed a few tearsÑbut are as bad
asever. They will deceive and be unclean. Sucha kind of mourning there
is in hell. The damned weepÑbut the continue to blaspheme God.

What is the RIGHT gospel-mourning? That mourning which will en-
title a man to blessedness has these qualifications:

It is spontaneous and free. It must come as water out of a spring, not
as fire out of a flint. Tears for sin must be like the myrrh which drops
from the tree freely without cutting or forcing. Mary Magdalene's re-
pentance was voluntary. 'She stood weeping' (Luke 7). She came to
Christ with ointment in her hand, with love in her heart, with tears in
her eyes. God is for a freewill offering. He does not love to be put to
distrain.

Gospel-mourning is spiritual ; that is, when we mourn for sin more
than suffering. Pharaoh says, "Take away the plague!" He never thought
of the plague of his heart. A sinner mourns becausejudgmentfollows at
the heels of sinÑbut David cries out, 'My sin is ever before me' (Psalm
51:3). God had threatened that the sword should ride in circuit in his
familyÑbut David does not say, 'The swordis ever before me'Ñbut
'My sin is ever before me'. The offence against God troubled him. He
grieved more for his treason against GodÑthan the bloody axe.Thus the
penitent prodigal, 'I have sinned against heaven, and before you' (Luke
15:18,21).He does not say, 'I am almost starved among the husks'Ñbut 'I
have offended my father'. In particular, our mourning for sin, if it is spir-
itual, must be under this threefold notion:

1. We must mourn for sin, as it is an act of hostility and enmity against
God.Sin not only makes us unlike GodÑbut contrary to God: 'They have
walked contrary unto me' (Leviticus 26:40).Sin affronts and resists the
Holy Spirit (Acts 7:51).Sin is contrary to God's nature; God is holy; sin is
an impure thing. Sin is contrary to his will. If God be of one mindÑsin is
of another. Sin does all it can to spite God. The Hebrew word for 'sin' sig-
nifies 'rebellion'. A sinner fights against God (Acts 5:39).Now when we
mourn for sin as it is a walking contrary to heaven, this is a gospel-
mourning.

2. Wemust mourn for sin, asit is thehighestingratitudeagainstGod.It is a
kicking against the breastsof mercy. God sends his Son to redeem us, his
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Spirit to comfort us. We sin against the blood of Christ, the grace of the
SpiritÑand shall we not mourn? We complain of the unkindness of oth-
ers, and shall we not lay to heart our own unkindness against God?
Caesartook it unkindly that his son, Brutus, should stab himÑ'and you,
my son!' May not the Lord say to us, 'These wounds I have received in
the house of my friend!' (Zechariah 13:6).Israel took their jewels and ear-
rings and made a golden calf of them. The sinner takes the jewels of
God's mercies and makes use of them to sin. Ingratitude is a 'crimson sin'
(Isaiah 1:18).Sins against gospel-love are worse in some sense,than the
sins of the devils, for they never had an offer of grace offered to them.
Now when we mourn for sin as it has its accent of ingratitude upon it,
this is an evangelical mourning.

3. Wemust mourn for sin asit is a privation; it keepsgood things from us;
it hinders our communion with God. Mary wept for Christ's absence.
'They have taken away my Lord!' (John 20:13).So our sins have taken
away our Lord. They have deprived us of his sweet presence.Will not he
grieve, who has lost a rich jewel? When we mourn for sin under this no-
tion, as it makes the Sun of Righteousnesswithdraw from our horizon;
when we mourn not so much that peace is gone, and trading is
goneÑbut God is gone, 'My beloved had withdrawn himself' (Canticles
5:6); this is a holymourning. Themourning for the lossof God'sfavorÑis the
bestway to regainhis favor.If you have lost a friend, all your weeping will
not fetch him againÑbut if you have lost God's presence,your mourning
will bring your God again.

Gospel-mourningsendsthesoul to God.When the prodigal son repented,
he went to his father. 'I will arise and go to my father' (Luke 15:18).Ja-
cob weptandprayed(Hosea 12:4). The people of Israel wept and offered
sacrifice (Judges 2:4,5). Gospel-mourning puts a man upon duty. The
reason is, that in true sorrow there is a mixture of hope, and hope puts
the soul upon the use of means. That mourning which like the 'flaming
sword' keeps the soul from approaching to God, and beats it off from
dutyÑis a sinful mourning. It is a sorrow hatched in hell. Such was
Saul's griefÑwhich drove him to the witch of Endor (1 Samuel 28:7).
Evangelical mourning is a spur to prayer. The child who weeps for of-
fending his father goes to his presenceand will not leave until his father
is reconciled to him. Absalom could not be quiet 'until he had seen the
king's face' (2 Samuel 14:32, 33).

Gospel-mourningis for sin in particular.The deceitful man is occupied
with generalities. It is with a true penitent as it is with a wounded man.
He comes to the surgeon and shows him all his wounds. Here I was cut
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with the sword; here I was shot with a bullet. So a true penitent bewails
all his particular sins. 'We have served Baal' (Judges 10:10). They
mourned for their idolatry. And David lays his fingers upon the
soreÑand points to that very sin which troubled him (Psalm 51:4). 'I
have done this evil!' He means his blood-guiltiness. A wicked man will
say he is asinnerÑbut a child of God says, 'I have done this evil!' Peter
wept for that particular sin of denying Christ. It is reported that Peter
never heard a rooster crowÑbut he fell a-weeping. There must be a par-
ticular repentance, before we have a general pardon.

Gospeltearsmust drop from the eyeof faith. 'The father of the child cried
out with tears, 'Lord, I believe' (Mark 9:24). Our disease must make us
mournÑbut when we look up to our Physician, who has made a remedy
of his own blood, we must not mourn without hope. Believing tears are
precious. When the clouds of sorrow have overcast the soul, some sun-
shine of faith must break forth. The soul will be swallowed up of sorrow,
it will be drowned in tearsÑif faith does not keep it up from sinking.
Though our tears drop to the earthÑyet our faith must reach heaven.
After the greatest rain, faith must appear as the rainbow in the cloud.
The tears of faith are bottled as precious wine. 'You keep track of all my
sorrows. You have collected all my tears in your bottle. You have recor-
ded each one in your book' (Psalm 56:8).

Gospel-mourningis joined with self-loathing.The sinner admireshimself.
The penitent loatheshimself. 'You shall loathyourselves in your own sight
for all your evils' (Ezekiel 20:43).A true penitent is troubled not only for
the shamefulconsequenceof sinÑbut for the loathsomenatureof sin; not
only the sting of sinÑbut the deformed face of sin. How did the leper
loathe himself! (Leviticus 13:45).The true mourner cries out, O these im-
pure eyes! this heart which is a conclave of wickedness! He not only
leaves sinÑbut loathes sin. He who has fallen in the dirt loathes himself
(Hosea 14:1).

Gospel-mourningmust bepurifying. Our tears must make us more holy.
We must so weep for sin, as to weep out sin. Our tears must drown our
sins. We must not only mournÑbut turn. 'Turn to me with weeping'
(Joel2:12).What good is it, to have a watery eye and a whorish heart? It
is foolish to say it is day, when the air is full of darkness; so to say you re-
pent, when you draw dark shadows in your life. It is an excellent saying
of Augustine, 'He truly bewails the sins he has committed, who never
commits the sins he has bewailed'. True mourning is like the 'water of
jealousy' (Numbers 5:12-22).It makes the thigh of sin to rot. 'You broke
the heads of the monster in the waters.' (Psalm 74:13).The heads of our
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sins, these monsters, are broken in the waters of true repentance. True
tears are cleansing. They are like a flood that carries away all the rubbish
of our sins away with it. The waters of holy mourning are like the river
Jordan wherein Naaman washed and was cleansed of his leprosy. It is
reported that there is a river in Sicily where, if the blackest sheep are
bathed, they become white; so, though our sins be as scarletÑyet by
washing in this river of repentance,they becomewhite assnow. Natural-
ists say of the serpent, before it goes to drink it vomits out its poison. In
this 'be wise as serpents'. Before you think to drink down the sweet cor-
dials of the promises, cast up the poison that lies at your heart. Do not
only mourn for sinÑbut break from sin.

Gospel-mourningmust bejoinedwith hatredof sin. 'What indignation!' (2
Corinthians 7:11).We must not only abstain from sinÑbut abhor sin. The
dove hates the least feather of the hawk. A true mourner hates the least
motion to sin. A true mourner is a sin-hater. Amnon hated Tamar more
than ever he loved her (2 Samuel 13:15).To be a sin-hater implies two
things: first, to look upon sin as the most deadly evilÑas the essenceof
all evil. It looks more ghastly than death or hell. Second,to be implacably
incensed against it. A sin-hater will never admit of any terms of peace.
The war between him and sin is like the war between Rehoboam and
Jeroboam. 'There was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all their
days' (1 Kings 14:30).Angermay be reconciledÑ hatredcannot. True
mourning begins in the love of GodÑand ends in the hatred of sin.

Gospel-mourningin somecasesis joinedwith restitution. It is as well a sin
to violate the nameof anotherÑas the chastityof another. If we have ec-
lipsed the good name of others, we are bound to ask them for forgive-
ness.If we have wronged them in their estateby unjust, fraudulent deal-
ing, we must make them some compensation. Thus Zacchaeus,'If I have
taken anything from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold'
(Luke 19:8),according to the law of Exodus 22:1.Jamesbids us not only
look to the heartbut the hand: 'Cleanseyour hands, you sinners, and puri-
fy your hearts' (James4:8). If you have wronged another, cleanseyour
hands by restitution. Be assured, without restitutionÑno remission.

Gospel-mourningmust bea speedymourning.We must take heed of ad-
journing our repentance, and putting it off until death. As David said, 'I
will pay my vows now' (Psalm 116:18),so should a Christian say, 'I will
mourn for sin now.' 'Blessedare you that weep now' (Luke 6:21).God has
encircled us in the compass of a little time, and charges us immediately
to bewail our sins. 'Now God calls all men everywhere to repent' (Acts
17:30).We know not whether we may have another day granted us. Oh
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let us not put off our mourning for sin until the making of our will. Do
not think holy mourning is only a deathbed duty. You may seek the
blessing with tears, as Esauwhen it is too late. How long shall I say that I
will repent tomorrow? Why not at this instant? 'Delay brings danger'.
Caesar'sdeferring to read his letter before he went to the Senate-house,
cost him his life. The true mourner makes haste to meet an angry God, as
Jacobdid his brother; and the present he sends before, is the sacrifice of
tears.

Gospel-mourningfor sin is perpetual.There are some who at a sermon
will shed a few tearsÑbut they are soon dried up. The hypocrite's sor-
row is like a vein opened and presently stopped. The Hebrew word for
'eye' signifies also 'a fountain', to show that the eye must run like a foun-
tain for sin and not cease;but it must not be like the Libyan fountain
which the ancients speak ofÑin the morning the water is hot, at midday
cold. The waters of repentance must not overflow with more heat in the
morning, at the first hearing of the gospel; and at midday, in the midst of
health and prosperity, grow cold and be ready to freeze.No! it must be a
daily weeping. As Paul said, 'I die daily' (1 Corinthians 15:31),so a Chris-
tian should say, 'I mourn daily'. Therefore keep open an outflow of godly
sorrow, and be sure it is not stopped until death. 'Let your tears flow like
a river. Give yourselves no rest from weeping day or night'
(Lamentations 2:18). It is reported of holy John Bradford that scarcely a
day passed him wherein he did not shed some tears for sin. Daily
mourning is a good antidote against backsliding. I have read of one that
had an epilepsy, and being dipped in seawater, was cured. The washing
of our souls daily in the brinish waters of repentance is the best way both
to prevent and cure the falling into relapses.

Even God's own children must mourn after pardon; for God, in par-
doning, does not pardon at one instant sins past and future; but as re-
pentance is renewed, so pardon is renewed. Should God by one act par-
don sins future as well as past, this would make void part of Christ's of-
fice. What need were there of his intercession, if sin should be pardoned
before it be committed? There are sins in the godly of daily incursion,
which must be mourned for. Though sin is pardoned, still it rebels;
though it be covered, it is not cured (Romans 7:23).There is that in the
best Christian, which is contrary to God. There is that in him, which de-
serveshellÑand shall he not mourn? A ship that is always leaking must
have the water continually pumped out. While the soul leaks by sin, we
must be still pumping at the leak by repentance. Think not, O Christian,
that your sins are washed away only by Christ's bloodÑbut by water
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and blood. The brazen laver (Exodus 30:18)that the people of Israel were
to wash in might be a fit emblem of this spiritual laver, tears and blood;
and when holy mourning is thus qualified, this is that 'sorrowing after a
godly sort' (2 Corinthians 7:11), which makes a Christian eternally
blessed.

2. As we must mourn for our own sinsÑso we must lay to heart the
sins of OTHERS. Thus we should wish with Jeremiah, that our eyes
were a fountain of tears, that we might weep day and night for the
iniquity of the times. Our blessed Savior mourned for the sins of the
Jews: 'Being grieved for the hardness of their hearts' (Mark 3:5). And
holy David, looking upon the sins of the wicked, his heart was turned in-
to a spring, and his eyes into rivers. 'Rivers of tears run down my eyes,
becausethey do not keep your law' (Psalm 119:136).Lot's righteous soul
'was vexed with the filthy lives of the wicked' (2 Peter 2:7). Lot took the
sins of Sodom and made spearsof them to pierce his own soul. Cyprian
saysthat in the primitive times, when a virgin who vowed herself to reli-
gion had defiled her chastity, shame and grief filled the whole
congregation.

Have not we causeto mourn for the sins of others? The whole axle of
the nation is ready to break under the weight of sin. What an inundation
of wickedness is there among us? Mourn for the hypocrisy of the times.
Jehusays'Come, seemy zeal for the Lord'Ñbut it was zeal for the throne
(2 Kings 10:16). This is the hypocrisy of some. They entitle God to
whatever they do. They make bold with God to use his name to their
wickedness; as if a thief should pretend the king's warrant for his rob-
bery. 'They build up Zion with blood; yet will they lean upon the Lord
and say, Is not the Lord among us?' (Micah 3:10,11). Many with a reli-
gious kiss smite the gospel under the fifth rib. Could not Ahab be con-
tent to kill and take possessionÑbut must he usher it in with religion,
and make fasting a preface to his murder? (1 Kings 21:12).Thewhite devil
is worst! To hear the name of God in the mouths of scandalous hypo-
crites, is enough to affright others from the profession of religion.

Mourn for the errorsand blasphemiesof the nation. There is now a free
trade of error. Toleration gives men a patent to sin. Whatever cursed
opinion which has been long ago buried in the churchÑbut is now dug
out of the grave, and by some worshiped! England is grown asneedon in
her religion, asshe is antic in her fashions. Did men's facesalter as fast as
their religious opinions, we would not know them.
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Mourn for covenantviolation. This sin is a flying scroll against England.
Breach of covenant is spiritual harlotry, and for this God may name us
'Not my people', and give us a bill of divorce (Hosea 1:9).

Mourn for the prideof the nation. Our condition is lowÑbut our hearts
are high. Mourn for the profanenessof the land. England is like that man
in the gospel who had 'an unclean demonic spirit' (Luke 4:33).Mourn for
the removing of landmarks (Deuteronomy 27:17). Mourn for the con-
tempt offered to magistracy, the spitting in the face of authority. Mourn
that there are so few mourners. Surely if we mourn not for the sins of
others, it is to be feared that we are not sensible of our own sins. God
looks upon us as guilty of those sins in othersÑwhich we do not
lament. Our tears may help to quench God's wrath!

The saints must be sensible of the injuries of God's church. 'We wept
when we remembered Zion' (Psalm 137:1).The people of Israel, being
debarred from the place of public worship, sat by the rivers weeping.
They laid aside all their musical instruments. 'We hung our harps upon
the willows' (verse 2). We were as far from joy as those willows were
from fruit. 'How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land?' (verse
4). We were fitter to weep than to sing. The sound of song is not agree-
able to mourning.

When we consider the miseries of many Christians in foreign parts,
who have been driven from their habitations becausethey would not es-
pouse the Popish religion; when instead of a Bible, a crucifix; instead of
prayers, mass; instead of going to church, they should go on pilgrimage
to some saint or relic. When we consider these things, our eyes should
run down. Mourn to see God's church a bleeding vine. Mourn to see
Christ's spouse with 'garments rolled in blood'.

Methinks I hear England's death bell ring. Let us shed some tears over
dying England. Let us bewail our internal divisions. England's divisions
have been fatal. How can we stand, but by a miracle of free grace?Truth
has fallen in the streetsÑand peacehas fled. England's fine coatof peace,
is torn and, like Joseph'scoat, dipped in blood. Peaceis the glory of a na-
tion. Some observe, if the top of the beech tree be taken offÑthat the
whole tree withers. Peaceis the apex and top of all earthly blessings.This
top being cut off, we may truly say the body of the whole nation begins
to wither apace.

Mourn for the oppressions of England. The people of this land have
laid out their money only to buy mourning.
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Though we must always keep open the flow of godly sorrowÑyet
there are some seasonswherein our tears should overflow, as the water
sometimes rises higher. There are three special SEASONS of ex-
traordinary mourning , when it should be as it were high-water in the
soul:

1. When there are tokens of God's wrath breaking forth in the na-
tion. England has been under God's black rod these many years. The
Lord has drawn his sword. O that our tears may blunt the edge of this
sword! When it is a time of treading down, now is a time of breaking up
the fallow ground of our hearts. 'Therefore said I, look away from me, I
will weep bitterly for it is a time of treading down' (Isaiah 22:4,5). 'A day
of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds É therefore turn to me
with weeping and with mourning' (Joel 2:2, 12).Rain follows thunder.
When God thunders in a nation by his judgements, now the showers
of tearsmust distill. When God smites upon our back, we must 'smite
upon our thigh' (Jeremiah 31:19).When God seems to stand upon the
'threshold of the temple' (Ezekiel 10:4), as if he were ready to take his
wings and fly, then is it a time to lie weeping between 'the porch and the
altar'. If the Lord seems to be packing up and carrying away his gos-
pelÑit is now high time to mourn, that by our tears possibly his
'repentings may be kindled' (Hosea 11:8).

2. Beforetheperformingsolemndutiesof God'sworship,asfastingor receiv-
ing the Lord's Supper.Christian, are you about to seek God in an ex-
traordinary manner? 'Seekhim sorrowing' (Luke 2:48).Would you have
the smiles of God's face, the kissesof his lips? Setopen all the springs of
mourning, and then God will draw near to you in an ordinance and say,
'Here I am!' (Isaiah 58:9).When Jacobwept, then he 'found God in Bethel'
(Hosea 12:4).'He called the name of the place Peniel, for I have seenGod
face to face' (Genesis32:30).GiveChrist thewine of your tearsto drinkÑand
in the sacrament he will give you the wine of his blood to drink.

3. After scandalousrelapses.Though I will not say that there is no mercy
for sins of relapseÑyet I say there is no mercy without bitter mourning.
Scandalous sins reflect dishonor upon religion (2 Samuel 12:14).There-
fore now our cheeksshould be covered with blushing, and our eyes be-
dewed with tears. Peter, after his denying Christ, wept bitterly. Christi-
an, has God given you over to any enormous sin asa just reward of your
pride and carnal security? Go into the 'weeping bath'. Sins
of infirmity injure the soulÑbut scandaloussins wound the gospel. Lesser
sins grievethe SpiritÑbut greater sins vexthe Spirit (Isaiah 63:10).And if
that blessed Dove weeps, shall not we weep? When the air is dark then
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the dew falls. When we have by scandalous sin darkened the luster of
the gospel, now is the time for the dew of holy tears to fall from our eyes.

Next to the seasons of mourning, let us consider the DEGREE of
mourning . The mourning for sin must be a very great mourning. The
Greek word imports a great sorrow, such as is seen at the funeral of a
dear friend. 'They shall look on me whom they have pierced, and they
shall mourn for him, as one that mourns for his only son' (Zechariah
12:10).The sorrow for an only child is very great. Such must be the sor-
row for sin. 'In that day there shall be greatmourning, as the mourning of
Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon' (verse 11). In that valley Josi-
ah, that famous and pious prince, was cut off by an untimely death, at
whose funeral there was bitter lamentation. Thus bitterly must we be-
wail, not the deathÑbut the life of our sins. Now then, to set forth the
degree of sorrow.

Our mourning for sin must be so great as to exceedall other grief. Eli's
mourning for the ark was such that it swallowed up the loss of his two
children. Spiritual grief must preponderate over all other grief. We
should mourn more for sin than for the loss of friends or estate.

We should endeavor to have our sorrow rise up to the same height
and proportion as our sin does. Manasseh was a great sinnerÑand a
great mourner. 'He humbled himself greatly' (2 Chronicles 33:12).Manas-
seh made the streets run with bloodÑand he made the prison in Babylon
run with tears. Peter wept bitterly. A true mourner labors that
his repentancemay be as eminent as hissin.

Having shown the nature of mourning, I shall next show what is the
OPPOSITE to holy mourning . The opposite to mourning is 'hardness of
heart', which in Scripture is called 'a heart of stone' (Ezekiel 36:26). a
heart of stone is far from mourning and repenting. This heart of stone is
known by two symptoms:

One symptom is insensibility . A stone is not sensibleof anything. Lay
weight upon it; or grind it to powderÑit does not feel. So it is with a
hard heart. It is insensible to both its own sin and God's wrath. The stone
in the kidneysis feltÑbut not the stone in the heart. 'Having lost all sensit-
ivity.' (Ephesians 4:19).

A heart of stone is known by its inflexibility . A stone will not bend.
That is hard, which does not yield to the touch. So it is with a hard heart.
It will not comply with God's command. It will not stoop to Christ's
scepter. A heart of stone will sooner break, than bendby repentance. It is
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so far from yielding to God, that like the anvilÑit beats back the ham-
mer. It 'always resists the Holy Spirit' (Acts 7:51).

Oh Christians, if you would be spiritual mourners, take heed of
this stoneof the heart. 'Harden not your hearts' (Hebrews 3:7,8).A stony
heart is the worst heart. If it were bronze, it might be melted in the fur-
nace;or it might be bent with the hammer. But a stony heart is such, that
only the arm of God can break itÑand only the blood of Christ can
soften it! Oh the misery of a hard heart! A hard heart is void of all grace.
While the wax is hard, it will not take the impression of the seal. The
heart, while it is hard, will not take the stamp of grace. It must first be
made tender and melting. The plough of the Wordwill not penetrate a
hard heart. A hard heart is good for nothingÑbut to make fuel for hell-
fire. 'Becauseof your hardness and unrepentant heart you are storing up
wrath for yourself in the day of wrath' (Romans 2:5). Hell is full of hard
heartsÑthere is not one soft heart there. There is weeping thereÑbut no
softness. We read of 'vessels of his wrathÑprepared for destruction'
(Romans 9:22). Hardness of heart, fits these vessels for hell, and makes
them like withered wood, which is fit only to burn.

Hardness of heart makes a man's condition worse than all his other
sins besides. If one is guilty of great sinsÑyet if he can mourn, there is
hope. Repentanceunravels sin, and makes sin not to be. But hardness of
heart binds guilt fast upon the soul. It sealsa man under wrath. It is not
heinousnessof sinÑbut hardness of heart which damns. This makes the
sin against the Holy Spirit incapable of mercy, becausethe sinner who
has committed it, is incapable of repentance.

Sundry sharp reproofs

This doctrine draws up a charge against several sorts of people:

1. Those who think themselves good ChristiansÑyet have not
learned this art of holy mourning. Luther calls mourning 'a rare herb'.
Men have tears to shed for other thingsÑbut have none to spare for their
sins. There are many murmurersÑbut few mourners. Most are like the
stony ground which 'lacked moisture' (Luke 8:6).

We have many cry out of hard timesÑbut they are not sensible of
hard hearts. Hot and dry is the worst temper of the body. To be hot in sin,
and to be so dry as to have no tearsÑis the worst temper of the soul.
How many are like Gideon's dry fleece, and like the mountains of Gil-
boa! There is no dew upon them. Did Christ bleed for sinÑand can you
not weep! If God's bottle is not filled with tearsÑhis vial will be filled with
wrath! We have many sinners in ZionÑbut few mourners in Zion. It is
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with most people as with a man on the top of a mast; the winds blow
and the waves beat, and the ship is in danger of ship wreckÑand he is
fast asleep! So when the waves of sin have even covered men and the
stormy wind of God's wrath blows, and is ready to blow them into
hellÑyet they are asleep in carnal security.

2. This doctrine reproves them who instead of weeping for sin,
spend their days in mirth and jollity. Instead of mournerswe
have jesters. 'They sing with tambourine and harp. They make merry to
the sound of the flute' (Job 21:12,13). 'They do not give themselves to
mourningÑbut follow after their pleasures'. They live epicures, and die
atheists. Jamesbids us 'turn our laughter to mourning' (James4:9). But
they turn their mourning to laughter. Samson was brought forth to
amuse the Philistines (Judges16:25).The jovial sinner amuses the devil.
It is a saying of Theophylact, 'It is oneof the worst sightsto seea sinner go
laughing to hell.' How unseasonable is it to take the harp and viol-
inÑwhen God is taking the sword! 'A sword is being sharpened and pol-
ished. It is being prepared for terrible slaughter; it will flash like light-
ning! Now will you laugh?' (Ezekiel 21:9,10).This is a sin which enrages
God.

'The Lord, the Lord Almighty, called you to weep and mourn. He told
you to shave your heads in sorrow for your sins and to wear clothes of
sackcloth to show your remorse. But instead, you dance and play; you
feast on meat, and drink wine. The Lord Almighty has revealed to me
that this sin will never be forgiven you until the day you die. That is the
judgment of the Lord, the Lord Almighty' (Isaiah 22:12-14).That is, this
your sin shall not be done away by any expiatory sacrificeÑbut ven-
geance shall pursue you forever!

3. This doctrine reproves those who, instead of mourning for sin, re-
joice in sin (Proverbs 2:14);'Who take pleasure in iniquity' (2 Thessaloni-
ans 2:12).Wicked men in this senseare worse than the damned in hell,
for they take little pleasure in their sins. There are some so impudently
profane, that they will make themselves and others merry with their
sins. Sin is a soul sickness(Luke 5:31).Will a man make merry with his
disease?Ah wretch! did Christ bleedfor sinÑand do you laughat sin! Is it
a time for a man to be jesting when he is upon the scaffold, and his head
is to be stricken off? You who laugh at sin now, 'So I will laugh when
you are in trouble! I will mock you when disasterovertakes youÑwhen
calamity overcomes you like a storm, when you are engulfed by trouble,
and whenanguishand distressoverwhelm you!' Proverbs 1:24-27
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4. This doctrine reproves those that cry down mourning for sin. They
are like the Philistines who stopped-up the wells (Genesis26:15).These
would stop-up the wells of godly sorrow. Antinomians say this is a legal
doctrineÑbut Christ here preaches it: 'Blessed are those who mourn.'
And the apostlespreached it, 'And they went out and preached that men
should repent' (Mark 6:12).Holy sincerity will put us upon mourning for
sin. He who has the heart of a child cannot but weep for his unkindness
against God. Mourning for sin is the very fruit and product of the Spirit
of grace (Zechariah 12:10).Such as cry down repentance, cry down the
Spirit of grace. Mourning for sin is the only way to keep off wrath from
us. Such as with Samsonwould break this pillar, go about to pull down
the vengeanceof God upon the land. To all such I say, as Peter to Simon
Magus, 'Repent therefore of this your wickedness and pray God if per-
haps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you', O sinner (Acts
8:22). Repent that you have cried down repentance.

MOTIVES to holy mourning

Let me exhort Christians to holy mourning. I now persuade to such a
mourning as will prepare the soul for blessedness.Oh that our hearts
were spiritual stills, distilling the water of holy tears! Christ's doves
weep. 'They that escapeshall be like doves of the valleys, all of them
mourning, everyone for his iniquity' (Ezekiel 7:16).

There are several divine motives to holy mourning:

1. Tears cannot be put to a better use. If you weep for outward losses,
you lose your tears. It is like a shower upon a rock, which does no good;
but tears for sin are blessed tears. 'Blessedare those who mourn.' These
poison our corruptions; salt-water kills the worms. The brinish water of
repenting tears will help to kill that worm of sin which would gnaw the
conscience.

2. Gospel-mourning is an evidence of grace. 'I will pour upon the
house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem,the Spirit of grace, and
they shall mourn É ' (Zechariah 12:10).The Holy Spirit descended on
Christ like a dove (Luke 3:22). The dove is a weeping creature. Where
there is a dove-like weeping, it is a good sign the Spirit of God has des-
cended there. Weeping for sin is a sign of the new birth. As soon as the
child is born, it weeps: 'And behold the babewept' (Exodus 2:6).To weep
kindly for sin is a good sign we are born of God. Mourning shows a
'heart of flesh' (Ezekiel 36:26).A stone will not melt. When the heart is in
a melting frame, it is a sign the heart of stone is taken away.
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3. The preciousness of tears. Tears dropping from a mournful, penit-
ent eye, are like water dropping from the rosesÑvery sweet and pre-
cious to God. A fountain in the garden makes it pleasant. That heart is
most delightful to GodÑwhich has a fountain of sorrow running in it.
'Mary stood at Christ's feet weeping' (Luke 7:38). Her tears were more
fragrant than her ointment. The incense, when it is broken, smells
sweetest. When the heart is broken for sin, then our services give forth
their sweetest perfume. 'There is joy in heaven over one sinner that re-
pents' (Luke 15:7). Whereupon Bernard calls tears 'the wine of angels'.
And surely, God delights much in tears, else he would not keep a bottle
for them (Psalm 56:8). One calls tears 'a fat sacrifice', which under the
law was most acceptable (Leviticus 3:3). Jeromecalls mourning a plank
after shipwreck. Chrysostom calls tears a sponge to wipe off sin. Tears
are powerful orators for mercy. Eusebius says there was an altar at
Athens, on which they poured no other sacrifice but tears, as if the hea-
thens thought there was no better way to pacify their angry gods, than
by weeping. Jacob wept and 'had power over the angel' (Hosea
12:4).Tearsmelt theheartof God.When a malefactor comesweeping to the
bar, this melts the judge's heart towards him. When a man comesweep-
ing in prayer and smites on his breast, saying, 'God be merciful to me a
sinner' (Luke 18:13), this melts God's heart towards him. Prayer (says
Jerome) inclines God to show mercy; tears compel him. God seals his
pardons upon melting hearts. Tears, though they are silentÑyet have a
voice, 'The Lord has heard the voice of my weeping!' (Psalm 6:8). Tears
wash away sin. Rain melts and washes away a ball of snow. Repenting
tears wash away sin. That sin, says Ambrose, which cannot be defended
by argument, may be washed away by tears.

4. The sweetness of tears. Mourning is the way to solid joy. 'The
sweetestwine is that which comesout of the winepress of the eyes',says
Chrysostom. The soul is never more enlarged than when it can weep.
Closet tears are better than court music. When the heart is sad, weeping
easesit by giving vent. The soul of a Christian is most easedwhen it can
vent itself by holy mourning. Chrysostom observesthat David who was
the greatmournerin IsraelÑwas the sweetsingerin Israel. 'My tears were
my food' (Psalm 42:3). Ambrose says, 'No food so sweet as tears.' 'The
tears of the penitent,' says Bernard, 'are sweeter than all worldly joy.' A
Christian thinks himself sometimes in the suburbs of heaven, when he
can weep. When Hannah had wept, she went away and was no more
sad. Sugar when it melts is sweetest. When a Christian melts in tears,
now he has the sweetest joy. When the daughter of Pharaoh descended
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into the river, she found a babe there among the reeds; so when we des-
cend into the river of repenting tears, we find the babe Jesusthere who
shall wipe away all tears from our eyes. Well therefore might Chryso-
stom solemnly bless God for giving us this laver of tears to wash in.

5. A mourner for sin not only does good to himself but to others. He
helps to keep off wrath from a land. As when Abraham was going to
strike the blow, the angel stayed his hand (Genesis22:12),so when God
is going to destroy a nation, the mourner stays his hand. Tears in the
child's eye sometimes move the angry father to spare the child. Peniten-
tial tears melt God's heart and bind his hand. Jeremiah,who was a weep-
ing prophet, was a great intercessor. God says to him, 'Pray not for this
people' (Jeremiah 7:16), as if the Lord had said, 'Jeremiah, so powerful
are your prayers and tears, that if you pray I cannot deny you.' Tears
have a mighty influence upon God. Surely God has some mourners in
the land, or he would have destroyed us before now.

6. Holy mourning is preventing remedy. Our mourning for sin
hereÑwill prevent mourning in hell. Hell is a place of weeping
(Matthew 8:12). The damned mingle their drink with weeping. God is
said to hold his bottle for our tears (Psalm 56:8).Thosewho will not shed
a bottle-full of tears shall hereafter shed rivers of tears. 'Woe to you that
laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep' (Luke 6:25).You have some-
times seensugar lying in a damp place dissolve to water. All the sugared
joys of the wicked dissolve at last to the water of tears. Now, tears will
do us good. Now, it is seasonableweeping. It is like a shower in the
spring. If we do not weep now, it will be too late in hell. Could we hear
the language of the damned, they are now cursing themselves that they
did not weep soon enough. Oh is it not better to have our hell here, than
hereafter? Is it not better to shed repenting tears, than despairing tears?
He who weeps here is a blessed mourner. He who weeps in hell is a
cursed mourner. The physician by bleeding the patient prevents death.
By the opening a vein of godly sorrow, we prevent the death of our
souls.

7. There is no other way the Gospel prescribes to blessedness, but
mourning. 'Blessedare those who mourn'. This is the road that leads to
the new Jerusalem.There may be several ways leading to a city; some go
one way, some another; but there is but one way to heaven, and that is
by the house of weeping (Acts 26:20).Perhapsa man may think thus, 'If I
cannot mourn for sin, I will get to heaven some other way. I will go to
church; I will give alms; I will lead a civil life.' NayÑbut I tell you there
is but one way to blessedness,and that is, through the valley of tears. If
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you do not go this way, you will miss of Paradise. 'I tell you, except you
repent, you shall all likewise perish' (Luke 13:3). There are many lines
leading to the centerÑbut the heavenly center has but one line leading to
it, and that is a tear dropping from the eye of faith. A man may have a
diseasein his body that twenty medicines will heal. Sin is a diseaseof the
soul which makes it sick unto death. Now there is but one medicine will
heal, and that is the medicine of repentance.

8. Consider what need every Christian has to be conversant in holy
mourning. A man may take physic when he has no need of it. Many go
to London when they have no need. It is rather out of curiosity than ne-
cessity. But O what need is there for everyone to go into the weeping
bath! Think what a sinner you have been. You have filled God's book
with your debts, and what need you have to fill his bottle with your
tears! You have lived in secretsin. God enjoins you this penance,'Mourn
for sin'. But perhaps some may say, I have no need of mourning, for I
have lived a very civil life. Go home and mourn because you
are onlycivil. Many a man's civility, being rested uponÑhas damned
him! It is sad for men to be without repentanceÑbut it is worse to have
no need for repentance (Luke 15:7).

9. Tears are but finite. It is but a while that we shall weep. After a few
showers that fall from our eyes, we shall have a perpetual sunshine. In
heaven the bottle of tears is stopped. 'God shall wipe away all tears É '
(Revelation 7:17).When sin shall cease,tears shall cease.'Weeping may
endure for a nightÑbut joy comes in the morning' (Psalm 30:5). In the
morning of the ascension, then shall all tears be wiped away.

10. The benefit of holy mourning. The best of our commodities come
by water. Mourning makes the soul fruitful in grace. When a shower
falls, the herbs and plants grow. 'I will water you with my tears,O Hesh-
bon!' (Isaiah 16:9). I may allude to it; tearswater our gracesand makethem
flourish. 'He sends his springs into the valleys' (Psalm 104:10).That is the
reason the valleys flourish with corn, because the springs run there.
Where the springs of sorrow run, there the heart bears a fruitful crop.
Leah was tender-eyed; she had a watery eyeÑand was fruitful. The
tender-eyed Christian usually brings forth more of the fruits of the Spir-
it.A weeping eye is the water-pot to water our graces!

Again, mourning fences us against the devil's temptations. Tempta-
tions are called 'fiery darts' (Ephesians6:16),becauseindeed they set the
soul on fire. Temptations enrage anger, inflame lust. Now the waters of
holy mourning quench these fiery darts. Wet gunpowder will not easily
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take fire. When the heart is wetted and moistened with sorrow, it will
not so easily take the fire of temptation. Tears are the best engines and
waterworks to quench the devil's fire; and if there is so much profit and
benefit in gospel-sorrow, then let every Christian wash his face every
morning in the laver of tears.

11. And lastly, to have a melting frame of spirit is a great sign of
God's presence with us in an ordinance. It is a sign that the Sun of
Righteousnesshas risen upon us, when our frozen hearts thaw and melt
for sin. It is a saying of Bernard, 'By this you may know whether you
have met with God in a dutyÑwhen you find yourselves in a melting
and mourning frame'. We are apt to measure everything, by comfort. We
think we never have God's presencein an ordinance, unless we have joy.
Herein we are like Thomas. 'Unless (says he) I shall seein his hands the
print of the nails, I will not believe' (John20:25).Soare we apt to say that,
unless we have incomes of comfort, we will not believe that we have
found God in a duty; but if our hearts can melt kindly in tears of love,
this is a real sign that God has been with us. As Jacobsaid, 'Surely the
Lord is in this place, and I knew it not' (Genesis 28:16).So, Christian,
when your heart breaks for sin and dissolves into holy tears, God is in
this duty, though you do not know it.

Methinks all that has been said should make us spiritual mourners.
Perhaps we have tried to mourn and cannot. But as a man who has dug
so many fathoms deep for water and can find none, at last digs until he
finds a spring; so though we have beendigging for the water of tears and
can find noneÑyet let us weigh all that has been said and set our hearts
again to work, and perhaps at last we may say, as Isaac'sservants said,
'We have found water!' (Genesis26:32).When the herbs are pressed, the
watery juice comesout. Theseeleven serious motives may pressout tears
from the eye!

But somemaysay,My constitution is suchthat I cannotweep.I mayaswell
go to squeeze a rock as think to get a tear.

I answerÑbut if you cannot weepfor sinÑcan you not grieve?Heart
mourning is best. There may be godly sorrowÑwhere there are no tears.
The vesselmay be full though it lacks vent. It is not so much the weeping
eyewhich God respectsÑas the brokenheart. Yet I would be reluctant to
stop their tears of those who can weep. God stood looking on Hezekiah's
tears: 'I have seenyour tears' (Isaiah 38:5). David's tears made music in
God's ears. 'The Lord has heardthe voice of my weeping' (Psalm 6:8). It is
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a sight fit for angels to beholdÑtears as pearls dropping from a penitent
eye!

What shall we do to get our heart into this mourning frame? Do two
things. Take heed of those things which will stop these channels of
mourning; put yourselves upon the use of all means that will help for-
ward holy mourning. Take heed of those things which will stop the cur-
rent of tears.

Nine HINDRANCES of mourning.

1. The love of sin. The love of sin is like a stone in the pipe, which
stops up the current of water. The love of sin makes sin taste sweet, and
this sweetnessin sinbewitches the heart. It is worse to lovesin than
to commitit. A man may be overtakenwith sin (Galatians 6:1).He who has
stumbled upon sin unawares will weepÑbut the love of sin hardens the
heart and keeps the devil in possession.In true mourning there must be
a grieving for sin. But how can a man grieve for that sin which his heart is
in love with? Oh, take heed of this sweetpoison!The love of sin freezes
the soul in impenitence.

2. Despair. Despair affronts God, undervalues Christ's blood and
damns the soul! 'But they will sayÑIt's hopeless.We will continue to fol-
low our plans, and each of us will continue to act according to the stub-
bornness of his evil heart' (Jeremiah 18:12).This is the language of des-
pair. I had as good follow my sins stillÑand be damned for something.
Despair presents God to the soul as a judge clad in the garments of ven-
geance(Isaiah 59:17).The despair of Judaswas in some senseworse than
his treason. Despair destroys repentance, for the proper ground of re-
pentance is mercy. 'The goodness of God leads you to repentance'
(Romans 2:4)Ñbut despair hides mercy out of sightÑas the cloud
covered the Ark. Oh, take heed of this. Despair is an irrational sin; there
is no ground for it. The Lord shows mercy to thousands. Why
may younot be one of a thousand? The wings of God's mercy, like the
wings of the Cherubim, are stretched out to every humble penitent.
Though you have been a greatsinnerÑyet if you are
a weepingsinnerÑthere is a golden scepter of mercy held forth (Psalm
103:11). Despair locks up the soul in impenitence!

3. A conceit that this mourning will make us melancholy. 'We shall
drown all our joy in our tears!' But this is a mistake. Lose our joy? Tell
me, what joy can there be in a condemned condition? What joy does sin
afford? Is not sin compared to a woundand bruise?(Isaiah 1:6). David
had his broken bones (Psalm 51:8). Is there any comfort in having the
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bones out of joint? Does not sin breed a palpitation and trembling of
heart? (Deuteronomy 28:65,66). Is it any joy for a man to be a 'terror to
himself'? (Jeremiah20:4).Surely of the sinner's laughter it may be said, 'It
is mad!' (Ecclesiastes2:2),whereas holy mourning is the breeder of joy. It
does not eclipsejoyÑbut refinesour joy and makes it better. The prodigal
dated his joy from the time of his repentance. 'Then they began to be
merry' (Luke 15:24).

4. Checking the motions of the Spirit. The Spirit sets us a-mourning.
He causesall our spring-tides. 'All my springs are in you' (Psalm 87:7).
Oft we meet with gracious motions to prayer and repentance.Now when
we stifle these motions, which is called a quenching the Spirit (1 Thessa-
lonians 5:19), then we do, as it were, hinder the tide from coming in.
When the dew falls, then the ground is wet. When the Spirit of God falls
as dew in his influences upon the soul, then it is moistened with sorrow.
But if the Spirit withdraws, the soul is like Gideon's dry fleece. A ship
can as well sail without the wind, a bird can as well fly without
wingsÑas we can mourn without the Spirit! Take heed of grieving the
Spirit. Do not drive away this sweet Dove from the ark of your soul. The
Spirit is 'gentle and tender'. If he is grieved, he may say, 'I will come no
more'Ñand if he once withdraws, we cannot mourn.

5. Presumption of mercy. Who will take pains with his heart or mourn
for sinÑwho thinks he may be saved at a cheaper rate? How many,
spider-like, suck damnation out of the sweet flower of God's mercy? Je-
sus Christ, who came into the world to save sinners, is the occasion of
many a man's perishing. 'Oh,' saysone, 'Christ died for me. He has done
all. What need I pray or mourn?' Many a bold sinner plucks death from
the tree of life, and through presumption, goes to hell by that ladder of
Christ's blood, by which others go to heaven. It is sad when the goodness
of God, which should 'lead to repentance' (Romans 2:4), leads to pre-
sumption. O sinner, do not hope yourself into hell. Take heed of being
damned upon a mistake. You say God is merciful, and therefore you go
on securely in sin. But whom is mercy for? The presuming sinner or the
mourning sinner? 'Let the wicked forsake his way, and return to the
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him' (Isaiah 55:7).No mercy without
forsaking sin, and no forsaking sin without mourning!

If a king should say to a company of rebels, 'Whoever comes in and
submits shall have mercy', such as stood out in rebellion could not claim
the benefit of the pardon. God makes a proclamation of mercy to the
mournerÑbut such as are not mourners have nothing to do with mercy.
The mercy of God is like the ark, which none but the priests were to
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meddle with. None may touch this golden ark of mercy but such as are
'priests unto God' (Revelation 1:6), and have offered up the sacrifice of
tears.

6. A conceit of the smallness of sin. 'Is it not a little one?' (Genesis
19:20).The devil holds the small end of the telescopeto sinners. To ima-
gine that sin lessthan it is, is very dangerous. An opinion of the littleness
of sin keeps us from the use of means. Who will be earnest for a physi-
cian, who thinks it is but a trivial disease?And who will seek to God
with a penitent heart for mercy, who thinks sin is but a slight thing? But
to take off this wrong conceit about sin, and that we may look upon it
with watery eyesÑconsider that sin cannot be little, becauseit is against
the Majesty of heaven. There is no small treason, it being against the
king's person. Every sin is sinful, therefore damnable. A penknife or
stiletto makes but a little woundÑbut either of them may kill aswell asa
large sword. There is death and hell in every sin. "The wages of sin is
death!" (Romans 6:23).What was it for Adam to pluck an apple? But that
lost him his crown! It is not with sin as it is with diseasesÑsome are
mortal, some not mortal. The least sin without repentance,will be a lock
and bolt to shut men out of heaven.

View sin in the red glass of Christ's sufferings. The least sin cost his
blood. Would you take a true view of sin? Go to Golgotha. JesusChrist
was fain to veil his glory and lose his joy, and pour out his soul an offer-
ing for the least sin. Read the greatness of your sin in the deepnessof
Christ's wounds. Let not Satancastsuch a mist before your eyesthat you
cannot seesin in its right colors. Remember, not only do great rivers fall
into the seaÑbut little brooks. Not only do great sins carry men to
hellÑbut lesser sins as well.

7. Procrastination ; or an opinion that it is too soon as yet to tune the
penitential string. "When the lamp is almost out, the strength exhausted,
and old agecomesonÑthen mourning for sin will be in seasonÑbut it is
too soon now." That I may show how pernicious this opinion is, and that
I may roll away this stone from the mouth of the well, that so the waters
of repentance may be drawn forthÑlet me propose these four serious
and weighty considerations:

First , do you know what it is to be in the state of condemnation? And
will you say it is too soon to get out of it? You are under 'the wrath of
God' (John3:36),and is it too soon to get from under the dropping of this
vial? You are under 'the power of Satan'(Acts 26:18),and is it too soon to
get out of the enemy's quarters?
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Second, men do not argue thus in other cases.They do not say, 'It is
too soon to be rich.' They will not put off getting the world until old age.
No! here they take the first opportunity. It is not too soon to be richÑand
is it too soon to be saved from sin? Is not repentance a matter of the
greatest consequence?Is it not more needful for men to lament their sin,
than augment their estate?

Third , God's call to mourning is always in the present. 'Today, if you
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts' (Hebrews 3:7, 8). A general
besieging a garrison summons it to surrender upon such a dayÑor he
will storm it. Such are God's summons to repentance. 'Today if you will
hear his voice'. Sinners, when Satanhas tempted you to any wickedness,
you have not said, 'It is too soon, Satan'Ñbut have immediately em-
braced his temptation. You have not put the devil offÑand will you put
God off?

Fourth , it is a foolish thing to adjourn and put off mourning for sin, for
the longer you put off holy mourningÑthe harder you will find the work
when you come to it! A bonewhich is out of joint is easier to set at
firstÑthan if you let it go longer. A diseaseis sooner cured at firstÑthan
if it is let alone until advance stagescome. You may easily wade over the
waters when they are low but if you wait stay until they are risen, then
they will be beyond your depth. O sinner, the more treasonsagainst God
you commitÑthe more do you incense him against you, and the harder
it will be to get your pardon. The longer you spin out the time of your
sinningÑthe more work you make for repentance!

To adjourn, and put off mourning for sin is folly in respect of
the uncertainty of life. How does the procrastinating sinner know that he
shall live to be old? 'What is your life? It is but a vapor' (James4:14).
How soon may sicknessarrest you, and deathstrike off your head! May
not your sun set at noon? Oh then what impudence is it to put off mourn-
ing for sin, and to make a long work, when death is about to make a
short work? Caesar,deferring to read the letter which was sent to him,
was stabbed in the senate house.

It is folly to put off all until the lastÑin respect of the improbability of
finding mercy. Though God has given you spaceto repent, he may deny
you graceto repent. When God calls for mourning and you
are deafÑwhen you call for mercy God may be dumb'I called you so of-
ten, but you didn't come. I reached out to you, but you paid no attention.
You ignored my advice and rejected the correction I offered. So I will
laugh when you are in trouble! I will mock you whendisasterovertakes
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youÑ when calamityovercomesyou like a storm, when you are engulfed
by trouble, and when anguishand distressoverwhelm you. I will not an-
swer when they cry for help. Even though they anxiously search for me,
they will not find me!' (Proverbs 1:24-28).Think of it seriously. God may
take the latter time to judge you inÑbecause you did not take the former
time to repent in.

To put off our solemn turning to God until old age,or sickness,is high
imprudence, because'death bed repentance' is for the most part insincere
and spurious. Though true mourning for sin be never too lateÑyet
'death bed repentance' is seldom true. That repentance is seldom true-
hearted, which is grey-headed. It is disputable whether thesedeath-
tearsare not shed more out of fearof hellÑ than love to God. The mariner
in a storm throws his goods overboardÑnot that he hates themÑbut he
is afraid they will sink the ship. When men falls to weeping-work late
and would cast their sins overboardÑit is for the most part, only for fear
lest they should sink the ship and drown in hell! It is a great question
whether the sickbedpenitentbegins to mournÑonly becausehe can keep
his sins no longer. All which considered may make men take heed of
running their souls upon such a desperate hazard, as to put all their
work for heaven, upon the last hour.

8. Delay in the execution of justice. "When the sentencefor a crime is
not quickly carried out, the hearts of the people are filled with schemes
to do wrong." (Ecclesiastes8:11).God forbears punishingÑtherefore men
forbear repenting. He does not smite upon their backby correc-
tionÑtherefore they do not smite upon their thigh by humiliation
(Jeremiah 31:19). The sinner thinks thus: 'God has spared me all this
while; he has eked out patience into longsuffering; surely he will not
punish.' 'He says to himselfÑGod has forgotten; he covers his face and
never sees' (Psalm 10:11). In infinite patience God sometimes adjourns
his judgements a while longer. He is not willing to punish (2 Peter 3:9).
God is like the bee,which naturally gives honeyÑbut stings only when it
is provoked. The Lord would have men make their peace with him
(Isaiah 27:5).God is not like a hasty creditor who requires the payment
of the debt, and will give no time for the payment. He is not only gra-
ciousÑbut 'waits to be gracious' (Isaiah 30:18).But God by his patience,
would bribe sinners to repentance.But, alas, how is his patience abused!
God's longsuffering hardensmost. Because God stops the vial of
his wrath, sinners stop the conduit of tears!That the patience of God may
not (through our corruption) obstruct holy mourning, let sinners
remember:
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First, God's patience has bounds set to it (Genesis 6:3).
Though menwill not set bounds to their sinÑyet Godsets bounds to his
patience. There is a time when the sun of God's patience will set,and, be-
ing once setÑit never returns any degrees backwards. The lease of pa-
tience will soon be run out! There is a time when God says, 'My Spirit
shall no longer strive.' The angel cried, 'The hour of judgement has come'
(Revelation 14:7). Perhaps at the next sin you commitÑGod may say,
'Your hour has now come!'

Second, to be hardened under God's patience, makes our condition
far worse. Incensedjusticewill revenge abusedpatience!God was patient
towards SodomÑbut when they did not repent, he made the fire and
brimstone flame about their ears!Sodom, which was once the wonder of
God's patienceÑis now a standing monument of God's severity.All the
plants and fruits were destroyed, and, as Tertullian saysÑthat
place still smells of fire and brimstone. Long forbearanceis no forgiveness.
God may keep off the stroke awhileÑbut justice is not deadÑbut
only sleeps. God has leadenfeetbut iron hands. The longer God is taking
his blowÑthe sorer it will be when it comes. The longer a stone is fall-
ingÑthe heavier it will be at last. The longer God is whetting his
swordÑthe sharper it cuts. Sins against God's patience are of a deeper
dye; they are worse than the sins of the devils. The fallen angels never
sinned against God's patience. How dreadful will their condition
beÑwho sin becauseGod is patient with them. For every crumb of pa-
tience, God puts a drop of wrath into his vial. The longer God forbears
with a sinner, the more interesthe is sure to pay in hell.

9. Mirth and music. 'You sing idle songs to the sound of the harp. You
drink wine by the bowlful, and you perfume yourselves with exotic fra-
grances.' (Amos 6:5, 6). Instead of the dirge, they sing idle songs. Many
sing away sorrow, and drown their tears in wine. The sweetwaters of
pleasuredestroy the bitter waters of mourning. How many go dancing to
hellÑlike those fish which swim pleasantly down into the Dead Sea!

Let us take heed of all thesehindrancesto holy tears. 'Let the harp play
sad music, and the flute accompany those who weep.' (Job 30:31).

Some HELPS to mourning

Having removed the obstructions, let me in propound somehelpsto
holy mourning.

1. Set SIN continually before you. 'My sin is ever before me' (Psalm
51:3).David, that he might be a mourner, kept his eye fully upon sin. See
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what sin isÑand then tell me if there be not enough in it to draw forth
tears! I know not what name, is bad enough to give to sin. One calls it the
devil's excrement. Sin is a combining of all evils. It is the spirit of evil dis-
tilled. Sin dishonors GodÑit denies God's omniscience, it derides his pa-
tience, it distrusts his faithfulness. Sin tramples upon God's law, slights
his love, grieves his Spirit. Sin wrongsus; sin shamesus. 'Sin is
a reproachto any people' (Proverbs 14:34).Sin has made us naked. It has
plucked off our robeÑand taken our crown from us! Sin has spoiled us of
our glory. Nay, it has not only made us nakedÑbut impure. 'I saw
youpollutedin your blood' (Ezekiel 16:6). Sin has not only taken off our
golden robeÑbut it has put upon us 'filthy garments' (Zechariah 3:3).

God made us 'after his likeness' (Genesis 1:26)Ñbut sin has made us
'like the beastswhich perish' (Psalm 49:20).We have all becomebrutish in
our affections. Nor has sin made us only like the beastsÑbut like
the devil (John 8:44).Sin has drawn the devil's picture upon man's heart.
Sin stabs us. The sinner, like the jailer, draws a sword to kill himself
(Acts 16:27).He is bereaved of his judgement and, like the man in the
gospel, possessedwith the devils, 'he cuts himself with stones' (Mark
5:5),though he has such a stone in his heart that he does not feel it. Every
sin is a stroke at the soul. So many sinsÑso many wounds!Every blow
given to the tree, helps forward the felling of the tree. Every sin is a hew-
ing and chopping down the soul for hellfire! If then there is all this evil
in sinÑif this forbidden fruit has such a bitter coreÑit should make us
mourn. Our hearts should be the springÑand our eyes the rivers!

2. If we would be mourners, let us be orators. Beg a spirit of contri-
tion. Pray to God that he will put us in mourning, that he will give us a
melting frame of heart. Let us beg Achsah's blessing, even 'springs of wa-
ter' (Joshua 15:19). Let us pray that our hearts may be spiritual
stillsÑdropping tears into God's bottle. Let us pray that we who have
the poisonof theserpentÑmay have the tearsof thedove. The Spirit of God
is a spirit of mourning. Let us pray that God would pour out that Spirit
of grace upon us, whereby we may 'look on him whom we have pierced
and mourn for him' (Zechariah 12:10).

God must breathe in his SpiritÑbefore we can breathe out our sor-
rows. The Spirit of God is like the fire in a stillÑwhich sends up the
dews of grace in the heartand causesthem to drop from the eyes. It is this
blessed Spirit whose gentle breath causes our spices to smellÑand
our waters to flow! If the spring of mourning is once set open in the
heartÑthere can lack no joy. As tears flow outÑcomfort flows in! This
leads to the second part of the text, 'They shall be comforted'.
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The COMFORTS belonging to mourners

Having already presented to your view the dark side of the text, I shall
now show you the bright side, "They shall be comforted."Where observe:

1. Mourning goes before comfortÑas the lancing of a wound pre-
cedes the cure. The Antinomian talks of comfortÑbut cries down
mourning for sin. He is like a foolish patient who, having a pill pre-
scribed him, licks the sugarÑbut throws away the pill. The libertine is all
for joy and comfort. He licks the sugarÑbut throws away the bitter pill
of repentance. If ever we have true comfort we must have it in God's
way and method. Sorrow for sin ushers in joy: 'I will restore comforts to
him, and to his mourners' (Isaiah 57:18). That is the true sunshineof
joyÑ which comes after a showerof tears. We may as well expect a crop
without seedÑas comfort without gospel-mourning.

2. Observe that God keeps his best wine until last. First he pre-
scribesmourning for sinÑand then sets open the wine of consolation. The
devil does quite contrary. He shows the best firstÑand keeps the worst
until last. First, he shows the wine sparkling in the glassÑthen comesthe
'biting of the serpent' (Proverbs 23:32).Satansetshis dainty dishes before
men. He presents sin to them colored with beauty, sweetened
with pleasure, silvered with profitÑand then afterwards the sad reckon-
ing is brought in! He showed Judas first the silver baitÑand then stuck
him with the hook! This is the reasonwhy sin has so many followers, be-
cause it shows the best first. First, the golden crownsÑthen comes the
lions' teeth! (Revelation 9:7, 8).

But God shows the worst first. First he prescribes a bitter portionÑ
and then brings a cordial, 'They shall be comforted.'

3. Observe, gospel tears are not lost. They are seedsof comfort. While
the penitent pours out tears, God pours in joy. 'If you would be cheerful'
(says Chrysostom), 'mourn.' 'Those who sow in tearsÑshall reap in joy'
(Psalm 126:5).It was the end of Christ's anointing and coming into the
worldÑthat he might comfort those who mourn (Isaiah 61:3).Christ had
the oil of gladness poured on him (as Chrysostom says) that he might
pour it upon the mourner. Well then, may the apostle call it 'a repentance
not to be repented of' (2 Corinthians 7:10). A man's drunkennessis to be
repented of; his uncleannessis to be repented of; but hisrepentanceis never
to be repented of, becauseit is the inlet to joy. 'Blessed are those who
mourn, for they shall be comforted.' Here is sweetfruit from a bitter stock.
Christ causedthe earthen vesselsto be filled to the brim with water, and
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then turned the water into wine (John 2:9).Sowhen the eye, that earthen
vessel, has been filled with water to the brim, then Christ will turn
the water of tearsinto the wine of joy. 'Holy mourning,' says Basil, 'is the
seed out of which the flower of eternal joy grows.'

The REASONS why the mourner shall be comforted.

[1] Becausemourning is made on purpose for this end. Mourning is
not prescribed for itself but that it may lead on to something elseÑthat it
may lay a train for comfort. Therefore we sow in tearsÑthat we may
reap in joy. Holy mourning is a spiritual medicine. Now a medicine is
not prescribed for itselfÑbut for the sake of health. So gospel-mourning
is appointed for this very endÑto bring forth joy.

[2] The spiritual mourner is the fittest person for comfort. When the
heart is broken for sinÑnow it is fittest for joy. God pours the golden oil
of comfortÑinto broken vessels. The mourner's heart is emptied of
prideÑand God fills the empty with his blessing. The mourner's tears
have helped to purge out corruptionÑand then God gives a cordial. The
mourner is ready to faint away under the burden of sinÑand then the re-
freshing cordial comes seasonably.The Lord would have the incestuous
person (upon his deep humiliation) to be comforted, lest 'he should be
swallowed up with overmuch sorrow' (2 Corinthians 2:7).

This is the mourner's privilege: 'He shall be comforted'. The valley of
tearsbrings the soul into a paradiseof joy. A sinner's joy brings forth sor-
row. The mourner'ssorrow brings forth joy. 'Your sorrow shall be turned
into joy' (John 16:20).The saints have a sorrowful seedtimeÑbut a joyful
harvest. 'They shall be comforted'.

Now to illustrate this, I shall show you what the comforts are, that the
mourners shall have. These comforts are of a divine infusion, and they
are twofold, either here or hereafter.

They are called 'the consolations of God' (Job15:11);that is, 'great com-
forts', such as none but God can give. They exceedall other comforts as
far as heaven exceedsearth. The root on which these comforts grow is
the blessed Spirit. He is called 'the Comforter' (John 14:26),and comfort
is said to be a 'fruit of the Spirit' (Galatians 5:22).Christ purchased peace,
and the Spirit speaks peace.

How does the Spirit comfort? Either mediately or immediately.

[1] The Spirit comforts mediately , by helping us to apply the prom-
ises to ourselves and draw water out of those 'wells of salvation'. We lie
asdead children at the breastÑuntil the Spirit helps us to suck the breast
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of a promise; and when the Spirit has taught faith this art, now comfort
flows in. O how sweet is the breast-milk of a promise!

[2] The Spirit comforts immediately. The Spirit by a more direct act
presents God to the soul as reconciled. He 'sheds his love abroad in the
heart', from whence flows infinite joy (Romans 5:5). The Spirit secretly
whispers pardonfor sinÑand the sight of a pardon dilates the heart with
joy. 'Be of good cheerÑyour sins are forgiven' (Matthew 9:2).

That I may speak more fully to this point, I shall show you the nature
and excellencies of these comforts which God gives his mourners .
Thesecomforts arereal comforts. The Spirit of God cannot witness to that
which is untrue. There are many in this age who pretend to com-
fortÑbut their comforts are mere impostures. A man may as well be
swelled with false, as true comforts. The comforts of the saints
are certain . They have the seal of the Spirit set to them (2 Corinthians
1:22;Ephesians1:13).A seal is for confirmation. When a deed is sealed,it
is firm and unquestionable. When a Christian has the seal of the Spirit
stamped upon his heartÑnow he is confirmed in the love of God.

Wherein do these comforts of the Spirit which are unquestionably
sure, differ from those which are false and pretended? Three ways:

First, the comforts of God's Spirit are laid in deep conviction: 'And
when he (that is, the Comforter) has come, he shall convict the world of
sin' (John 16:7, 8).

Why does convictiongo before consolation? Conviction of sin, fits for
comfort. By conviction of sin, the Spirit sweetly disposes the heart to
seekafter Christ and then to receive Christ. Once the soul is convinced of
sin and of the hell which follows sinÑa Savior is precious. When the
Spirit has shot in the arrow of conviction, 'now,' saysa poor soul, 'Where
may I meet with Christ? How may I come to enjoy Christ?' 'Have you
seen him whom my soul loves? All the world for one glimpse of my
Savior!'

Again, the Spirit by conviction makes the heart willing to receive
Christ upon his own terms. Man, by nature, would bargainwith Christ.
He would take halfChrist. He would take him for a Saviorto save him
from his sinÑbut not as a King to rule over him. He would accept of
Christ as he has 'a head of gold' (Canticles 5:11)Ñbut not as he has 'the
government upon his shoulder' (Isaiah 9:6).But when God lets loose the
spirit of bondage and convinces a sinner of his lost, undone condi-
tionÑnow he is content to have Christ upon any terms. When Paul was
struck down to the ground by a spirit of conviction, he cries out, 'Lord,
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what will you have me to do?' (Acts 9:6). Let God propound whatever
articles he willÑthe soul will subscribe to them. Now, when a man is
brought to Christ's terms, to believe and obey, then he is fit for mercy.
When the Spirit of God has been a spirit of convictionof sin, then He be-
comes a spirit of consolation. When the plough of the law has gone upon
the heart and broken up the fallow groundÑthen God sows the seed of
comfort. Those who brag of comfortÑbut were never truly convicted,
nor broken, for sinÑhave causeto suspect their comfort to be a delusion
of Satan.It is like a madman's joy, who thinks himself to be a kingÑbut
it may be said of 'his laughter, it is mad' (Ecclesiastes2:2). The seed
which lacked 'depth of earth' withered (Matthew 13:5). That comfort
which lacks 'depth of earth', deep humiliation and conviction, will soon
wither and come to nothing.

The Spirit of God is a sanctifying, before a comforting Spirit. As God's
Spirit is called the 'Comforter', so he is called 'a Spirit of grace'
(Zechariah 12:10).Grace is the work of the Spirit. Comfort is the seal of
the Spirit. The work of the Spirit goes before the seal. The gracesof the
Spirit are compared to water (Isaiah 44:3) and to oil (Isaiah 61:3). First,
God pours in the water of the Spirit and then comes the oil of gladness.
The oil (in this sense) runs above the water. Hereby we shall know
whether our comforts are true and genuine. Some talk of
the comfortingSpirit, who never had the sanctifyingSpirit. They boast of
assuranceÑbut never had grace.Theseare spurious joys. Thesecomforts
will leave men at death. They will end in horror and despair. God's Spirit
will never set seal to a blank. First, the heart must be an epistle written
with the finger of the Holy SpiritÑand then it is 'sealedwith the Spirit of
promise'.

First, the comforts of the Spirit are HUMBLING. 'Lord,' saysthe soul,
'what am I that I should have a smile from heaven, and that you should
give me a privy sealof your love?' The more water is poured into a buck-
etÑthe lower it descends. The fuller the ship is laden with sweet
spicesÑthe lower it sails. The more a Christian is filled with the sweet
comforts of the SpiritÑthe lower he sails in humility. The fuller a tree is
of fruitÑthe lower the bough hangs. The more full we are of 'the fruit of
the SpiritÑlove, joy and peace'(Galatians 5:22),the more we bend in hu-
mility. Paul, a 'chosenvessel' (Acts 9:15),filled with the wine of the Spirit
(2 Corinthians 1:5), did not more abound in joy, than in lowliness of
mind. 'Unto me who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace giv-
en . . ', (Ephesians 3:8). He who was the chiefof the apostlescalls himself
the least of the saints.

74



Those who say they have comfortÑbut are proud; who have learned
to despise othersÑtheir comforts are delusions. The devil is able, not
only to 'transform himself into an angel of light' (2 Corinthians
11:14)Ñbut he can transform himself into the comforter. It is easy to
counterfeit money, to silver over brass and put the king's image upon it.
The devil can silver over false comforts and make them look as if they
had the stamp of the King of heaven upon them. The comforts of God
are humbling. Though they lift the heart up in thankfulnessÑyet they do
not puff it up in pride.

Second, the comforts God gives his mourners are UNMIXED. They
are not temperedwith any bitter ingredients. Worldly comforts are like
wine that is mixed with dregs. 'In the midst of laughter the heart is sad'
(Proverbs 14:13). If the breast of a sinner were anatomized and
openedÑyou would find a worm gnawing at his heart. Guilt is a wolf
which feeds in the breast of his comfort. A sinner may have a smiling
countenanceÑbut a chiding conscience.His mirth is like the mirth of a
man in debt, who is every hour in fear of arrest. The comforts of wicked
men are spicedwith bitterness. They are worm-wood wine.

'These are the men who tremble, and grow pale at every lightning
flash, and when it thunders are half-dead with terror at the very first
rumbling of the heavens.'

But spiritual comforts are pure. They are not muddied with guilt, nor
mixed with fear. They are the pure wine of the Spirit. What the mourner
feels is joy, and nothing but joy.

Third, the comforts God gives his mourners are SWEET. 'Truly the
light is sweet' (Ecclesiastes11:7); so is the light of God's countenance.
How sweet are those comforts which bring the Comforter along with
them! (John 14:10).Therefore the love of God shed into the heart, is said
to be 'better than wine' (Canticles 1:2). Wine pleasesthe palateÑbut the
love of God cheers the conscience. The lips, of Christ 'drop sweet-
smelling myrrh' (Canticles 5:13). The comforts which God gives, are a
Christian's music. They are the golden pot of manna, the nectar and am-
brosia of a Christian. They are the saints' festival, their banqueting
delicacies.

So sweet are these divine comforts, that the church had her fainting
fits, for lack of them. 'Stay me with flagons' (Canticles 2:5). By these
flagons, are meant the comforts of the Spirit. The Hebrew word signifies
'all variety of delights' to show the abundance of delectability and sweet-
nessin thesecomforts of the Spirit. 'Comfort me with apples.' Apples are
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sweet in taste, fragrant in smell. Just so, sweet and delicious are those
apples which grow upon the tree in paradise. Thesecomforts from above
are so sweet that they make all other comforts sweet; health, estate,rela-
tions. They are like sauce which makes all our earthly possessionsand
enjoyments come off with a bitter relish. So sweet are these comforts of
the Spirit, that they much abate and moderate our joy in worldly things.
He who has been drinking choice wine, will not much desire water; and
that man who has once 'tasted how sweet the Lord is' (Psalm 34:8),and
has drunk the cordials of the Spirit, will not thirst immoderately after
carnal delights. Those who play with dogsand birdsÑit is a sign they
have no children. Just so, such as are inordinate in their desire and love
of the creature, declare plainly that they never had better comforts.

Fourth, these comforts which God gives his mourners are HOLY
comforts. They are called 'the comfort of the Holy Spirit' (Acts 9:31).
Everything propagates in its own kind. The Holy Spirit can no more pro-
duce impure joys in the soul, than the sun can produce darkness. He who
has the comforts of the Spirit looks upon himself as a person engaged to
do God more service. Has the Lord looked upon me with a smiling face?
I can never pray enough. I can never love God enough. The comforts of
the Spirit raise in the heart a holy antipathy against sin. The dovehates
every feather from the hawk. Just so, there is a hatred of every motion
and temptation to evil. He who has a principle of life in him, opposes
everything that would destroy lifeÑhe hates poison. So he who has the
comforts of the Spirit living in him, setshimself against those sins which
would murder his comforts. Divine comforts give the soul more ac-
quaintance with God. 'Our fellowship is with the Father and with his
Son, Jesus.' (1 John 1:3).

Fifth, the comforts reserved for the mourners are FILLING com-
forts. 'The God of hope fill you with all joy É ' (Romans 15:13).'Ask É
that your joy may be full' (John 16:24).When God pours in the joys of
heaven, they fill the heart and make it run over. 'I am exceeding joyful É
' (2 Corinthians 7:4). The Greek word is 'I overflow with joy', as a cup
that is filled with wine until it runs over. Outward comforts can no more
fill the heartÑthan a triangle can fill a circle. Spiritual joys are satisfying.
'My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow, and I will praise you with
joyful lips' (Psalm 63:5).David's heart was full, and the joy broke out at
his lips. 'You have put gladness in my heart' (Psalm 4:7). Worldly joys
put gladness into the face: 'They rejoice in the face' (2 Corinthians 5:12).
But the Spirit of God puts gladness into the heart. Divine joys
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are heartjoys (Zechariah 10:7).'Your heartshall rejoice' (John16:22).A be-
liever rejoices in God: 'My Spirit rejoices in God É ' (Luke 1:47).

And to show how filling these comforts are which are of a heavenly
extraction, the Psalmist says they create greater joy than when 'their
wine and oil increase' (Psalm 4:7). Wine and oil may delightÑbut they
cannot satisfy; they have their emptiness and indigence. We may say as
Zechariah 10:2, 'They comfort in vain.' Outward comforts soon-
er cloythan cheerÑand sooner wearythan fill . Xerxes offered great re-
wards to him who could find out a new pleasureÑbut the comforts of
the Spirit are satisfactory. They refresh the heart. 'Your comforts delight
my soul' (Psalm 94:19).There is as much difference between heavenly
comforts and earthly comfortsÑas between a banquet which is eaten,
and one which is painted on the wall.

Sixth, the comforts God gives his mourners in this life are
GLORIOUS comforts. 'Joy full of glory' (1 Peter 1:8). They are glorious
becausethey are a foretaste of that joy which we shall have in a glorified
estate.These comforts are a pledge of glory. They put us in heaven be-
fore our time. 'You were sealedwith the Holy Spirit, which is the pledge
of the inheritance' (Ephesians 1:13,14). So the comforts of the Spirit are
the pledge, the 'cluster of grapes' at Eshcol (Numbers 13:23), the first-
fruits of the heavenly Canaan. The joys of the Spirit are glorious, in op-
position to other joys, which compared with these, are inglorious and
vile. A carnal man's joy, as it is airy and flashy, so it is sordid. He sucks
nothing but dregs. 'You rejoice in a thing of nothing' (Amos 6:13).A car-
nal spirit rejoicesbecausehe can say that this house is his, or that this es-
tate is his. But a gracious spirit rejoices becausehe can say that this God
is his: 'For this God is our God forever and ever' (Psalm 48:14). The
ground of a Christian's joy is glorious. He rejoices in that he is an heir of
the promise. The joy of a godly man is made up of that which is
the angels'joy. He triumphs in the light of God's countenance.His joy is
that which is Christ's own joy. He rejoices in the mystical union which is
begun here and consummated in heaven. Thus the joy of the saints is a
joy 'full of glory'.

Seventh, the comforts which God gives his mourners are infinitely
transporting and RAVISHING. Sodelightful are they and amazing, that
they causea jubilation which is so great, that it cannot be expressed.Of
all things joy is the most hard to be deciphered. It is called 'joy unspeak-
able' (1 Peter 1:8). You cannot tell how sweet honey is, without actually
tasting it. The most elevated words can no more set forth the comforts of
the Spirit, than the a pencil can draw the life and breath of a man. The
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angels cannot express the joys they feel. Some men have been so over-
whelmed with the sweet raptures of joy, that they have not been able to
containÑbut as Moses, have died with a kiss from God's mouth. Thus
have we seenthe glassoft breaking with the strength of the liquor put in-
to it.

Eighth, these comforts of the Spirit are POWERFUL. They are strong
cordials, strong consolation, as the apostle phrases it (Hebrews 6:18).
Divine comfort strengthens for duty. 'The joy of the Lord is your
strength' (Nehemiah 8:10).Joy whets and sharpens industry. A man who
is steeled and animated with the comfort of God's Spirit, goeswith vigor
and alacrity through the exercisesof piety. He believes firmly, he loves
fervently, he is carried full sail in duty. 'The joy of the Lord is his
strength'. Divine comfort supports under affliction: 'Having received the
Word in much affliction, with joy' (1 Thessalonians1:6).The wine of the
Spirit can sweeten 'the waters of Marah'. Those who are possessedof
theseheavenly comforts can 'gather grapes from thorns', and fetch honey
out of the 'lion's carcass'.They are 'strong consolations' indeed, which
can endure the 'fiery trial', and turn the flame into a bed of roses. How
powerful is that comfort which can make a Christian glory in tribulations
(Romans 5:3)! A believer is never so sad, but he can rejoice. The bird of
paradise can sing in the winter. 'As sorrowingÑyet always rejoicing' (2
Corinthians 6:10). Let sickness come, the senseof pardon takesaway the
senseof pain. 'The inhabitant shall not say, I am sick' (Isaiah 33:24).Let
death come, the Christian is above it. 'O death, where is your sting?' (1
Corinthians 15:55).At the end of the rod, a Christian tasteshoney. These
are 'strong consolations'.

Ninth, the comforts God's mourners have are HEART-QUIETING
comforts. They causea sweet acquiescenceand rest in the soul. The heart
of a Christian is in a state of discomposure, like the needle in the com-
pass;it shakesand tremblesÑuntil the Comforter comes.Somecreatures
cannot live but in the sun. A Christian is discomposed, unless he has the
sunlight of God's countenance.'Hide not your face from me, lest I be like
those who go down into the pit' (Psalm 143:7).Nothing but the breast
will quiet the child. It is only the breastof consolation,which quiets the
believer.

Tenth, the comforts of the Spirit are ABIDING comforts. As
they aboundin us so they abidewith us. 'He shall give you another Com-
forter that he may abidewith you forever' (John 14:16).Worldly comforts
are always upon the wing, ready to fly. They are like a flash of lightning.
'They will oftentimes pass away and glide from your closest embrace'.
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All things here are transientÑbut the comforts with which God feeds his
mourners are immortal: 'Who has loved us and given useverlastingcon-
solation' (2 Thessalonians2:16).Though a Christian does not always have
a full beam of comfortÑyet he has a dawning of it in his soul. He always
has a ground of hope and a root of joy. There is that within him, which
bears up his heart, and which he would not on any terms part with.

Behold, then, the mourner's privilege, 'He shall be comforted'. David
who was the great mourner of Israel, was the 'sweet singer of Israel'. The
weeping dove shall be covered with the golden feathers of comfort. O
how rare and superlative are these comforts!

But the question may be asked, 'May not God'smournerslackthesecom-
forts?' Spiritual mourners have a title to these comfortsÑyet they may
sometimes lack them. God is a sovereign agent. He will have the timing
of our comforts. He has a self-freedom to do what he will. The Holy One
of Israel will not be limited. He reserves his prerogative to give or sus-
pend comfortÑas he will; and if we are a while without comfort, we
must not quarrel with his dispensations, for as the mariner is not to
wrangle with providence becausethe wind blows out of the east when
he desires it to blow out of the west; nor is the farmer to murmur when
God stops the bottles of heaven in time of drought; so neither is any man
to dispute or quarrel with God, when he stops the sweet influence of
comfortÑbut he ought rather to acquiesce in his sacred will.

But though the Lord might by virtue of his sovereignty withhold com-
fort from the mournerÑyet there may be many pregnant causes as-
signed why mourners lack comfort in regard of God and also in regard
of themselves.

1. Why mourners lack comfortÑin regard of GOD . He seesit fit to
withhold comfort that he may raise the value of grace. We are apt to es-
teem comfort above grace, therefore God locks up our comforts for a
time, that he may enhance the price of grace. When farthings go better
than gold the king will call in farthings, that the price of gold may be the
more raised. God would have his people serve him for himselfÑand not
for comfort alone. It is a harlot loveto love the husband's money
and gifts, more than his person. Such as serve God only for comfort, do
not so much serve God, as serve themselves with God.

2. That God's mourners lack comfort, it is most frequency in regard
of THEMSELVES.

[1] Through mistake , which is twofold. They do not go to the right
spring for comfort. They go to their tears, when they should go to
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Christ's blood. It is a kind of idolatry to make our tears the ground of our
comfort. Mourning is not meritorious. It is the way to joy, not the cause.
Jacobgot the blessing in the garments of his elder brother. True comfort
flows out of Christ's pierced side. Our tears are stained, until they are
washed in the blood of Christ. 'In me you will have peace' (John 16:33).

The second mistake is that mourners are privileged people, and may
take more liberty to slacken or sin. They may slacken the strings of duty,
and let loose the reins to sin. Christ has indeed purchased a liberty for
his peopleÑbut a holy liberty, not a liberty for sinÑbut from sin. 'But
you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people be-
longing to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you
out of darkness into his wonderful light' (1 Peter 2:9). You are not in a
state of slaveryÑbut royalty. What follows? Do not make Christian
liberty a cloakfor sin. 'As free, and not using your liberty for a cover-up
for evil' (16). If we quench the sanctifyingSpirit, God will quench
the comfortingSpirit. Sin is compared to a 'cloud' (Isaiah 44:22). This
cloud intercepts the light of God's countenance.

[2] God's mourners sometimes lack comfort through discontent and
peevishness. David makes his disquiet the cause of his sadness. 'Why
are you cast down, O my soul? Why are you disquieted within me?'
(Psalm 43:5).A disquieted heart, like a rough sea,is not easily calmed. It
is hard to make a troubled spirit receive comfort. This disquiet arises
from various causes:sometimes from outward sorrow and melancholy,
sometimes from a kind of envy. God's people are troubled to seeothers
have comfort, and they lack it; and now in a peeve, they refuse comfort,
and like a froward child, put away the breast. 'My soul refused to be
comforted' (Psalm 77:2).Indeed a disquieted spirit is no more fit for com-
fort, than a madman is fit for counsel. And whence is the mourner's dis-
contentÑbut pride? As if God had not dealt well with him in stopping
the influences of comfort. O Christian, your spirit must be more humbled
and broken, before God empty out his golden oil of joy.

[3] The mourner is without comfort for lack of applying the prom-
ises. He looks at sin, which may humble himÑbut not at that Word,
which may comfort him. The mourner's eyes are so full of tears that he
cannot see the promise. The virtue and comfort of a medicine is in
the applying. When the promises are applied by faith, they bring comfort
(Hosea 2:19;Isaiah 49:15,16).Faith milks thebreastof a promise.That Satan
may hinder us of comfort; it is his policy either to keep the promise from
us that we may not know it, or to keep us from the promise that we may
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not apply it. All the promises in the Bible belong to the mournerÑhad he
but the skill and dexterity of faith to lay hold on it.

[4] The mourner may lack comfort through too much earthly-
mindedness. By feeding immoderately on earthly comfortsÑwe miss of
heavenly comforts. 'For the iniquity of his covetousnesswas I angry, and
I hid myself' (Isaiah 57:17).The earth puts out the fire. Earthiness extin-
guishes the flame of divine joy in the soul. An eclipse occurs when the
moon, which is a dense body, comesbetween the sun and the earth. The
moon is an emblem of the world (Revelation 12:1). When this comes
between, then there is an eclipse in the light of God's face.Such as dig in
mines say there is such a damp comes from the earth as puts out the
light of a candle. Earthly comforts send forth such a damp as puts out
the light of spiritual joy.

[5] Perhaps the mourner has had comfort and lost it. Adam's rib was
taken from him, when he was asleep (Genesis 2:21). Our comforts are
taken away, when we fall asleepin security. The spouse lost her beloved
when she lay upon the bed of sloth (Canticles 5:2, 6).

For thesereasonsGod's mourners may lack comfortÑbut that the spir-
itual mourner may not be too much dejected, I shall reach forth 'the cup
of consolation' (Jeremiah16:7),and speak a few words that may comfort
the mourner in the lack of comfort.

JesusChrist was without comfort, therefore no wonder if we are. Our
comforts are not better than his. He who was the Son of God's love, was
without the sense of God's love. The mourner has a seed of comfort:
'Light is sown for the righteous' (Psalm 97:11).Light is a metaphor put
for comfort, and it is sown. Though a child of God does not have comfort
always in the flowerÑyet he has it in the seed.Though he does not feel
comfort fromGod, yet he takes comfort in God. A Christian may be high
in graceÑand low in comfort. The high mountains are without flowers.
The mines of gold have no corn growing on them. A Christian's heart
may be a rich mine of grace, though it is barren of comfort. The mourner
is heir to comfort, and though for a small moment God may forsake his
people (Isaiah 54:7)Ñyet there is a time shortly coming, when the
mourner shall have all tears wiped away, and shall be brim full of com-
fort. This joy is reserved for heaven, and this brings me to the second
particular.

'They shall be comforted'. Though in this life some interviews and
love tokens pass between God and the mournerÑyet the great comforts
are kept in sore for heaven. 'In God's presenceis fullness of joy' (Psalm
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16:11).There is a time coming (the daystar is ready to appear) when the
saints shall bathe themselves in the river of life, when they shall never
more seea wrinkle on God's browÑbut his faceshall shine, his lips drop
honey, his arms sweetly embrace them! The saints shall have a spring-
tide of joy, and it shall never be low water. The saints shall at that day
put off their mourning, and exchange their sablesfor white robes. Then
shall the winter be past, the rain of tears be over and gone (Canticles
2:11, 12). The flowers of joy shall appear, and after the weeping of the
doveÑ'the time of the singing of birds shall come'. This is the 'great con-
solation', the Jubilee of the blessed which shall never expire. In this life
the people of God taste of joyÑbut in heaven their vesselsshall always
overflow. There is a river in the midst of the heavenly paradise which has
a fountain to feed it (Psalm 36:8, 9).

The times we are cast into, being for the present sad and cloudy, it will
not be amiss for the reviving the hearts of God's people, to speak a little
of these comforts which God reserves in heaven for his mourners. 'They
shall be comforted'.

The greatnessof these celestial comforts is most fitly in Scripture ex-
pressedby the joy of a feast. Mourning shall be turned into feasting, and
it shall be a marriage-feast, which is usually kept with the greatest
solemnity. 'Blessedare those who are called unto the marriage-supper of
the Lamb' (Revelation 19:9).Some understand this supper of the Lamb,
to be meant of the saints' supping with Christ in heaven. Men after hard
labor, go to supper. So when the saints shall 'rest from their labors'
(Revelation 14:13), they shall sup with Christ in glory. Now to speak
something of the last great supper.

[1] It will be a great supper in regard of the FOUNDER of this
feastÑGod. It is the supper of a king, therefore sumptuous and magnifi-
cent. 'The Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods' (Psalm
95:3).Where should there be grandeur and magnificence, but in a king's
court?

[2] It will be a great supper in regard of the cheer and
PROVISION. This exceedsall hyperboles. What blessed fruit does the
tree of life in paradise yield! (Revelation 2:7).Christ will lead his spouse
into the 'banqueting house' and feast her with those rare viands, and
causeher to drink that spiced wine, that heavenly nectar and ambrosia
with which the angelic powers are infinitely refreshed.
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First, every dish served in at this heavenly supper shall be sweet to our
palate. There is no dish here we do not love. Christ will make such
'savory meat' as he is sure his spouse loves.

Second,there shall be no lack here. There is no lack at a feast.The mul-
tifaceted fullness in Christ will prevent a scarcity, and it will be a fullness
without surfeit, because a fresh course will continually be served in.

Third, those who eat of this supper shall 'hunger no more'. Hunger is a
sharp sauce.The 'Lamb's supper' shall not only satisfy hungerÑbut pre-
vent it. 'They shall hunger no more!' (Revelation 7:16).

[3] It will be a great supper in regard of the COMPANY in-
vited. Company adds to a feast, and is of itself sauceto whet the appet-
ite. Saints, angels, archangels will be at this supper. Nay, Christ himself
will be both Founder and Guest. The Scripture calls it 'an innumerable
company É ' (Hebrews 12:22);and that which makes the society sweeter,
is that there shall be perfect love at this feast. The motto shall be 'one
heart and one way'. All the guests shall be linked together with the
golden chain of love.

[4] It will be a great supper in regard of the HOLY MIRTH. 'A feast is
made for mirth' (Ecclesiastes10:19).At this supper there shall be joy, and
nothing but joy (Psalm 16:11).There is no weeping at this feast. O what
triumph and acclamations will there be! There are two things at this
'supper of the Lamb, which will create joy and mirth. First, when the
saints shall think with themselves, that they are kept from a worse sup-
per. The devils have a supper (such an one as it is), a black banquet.
There are two dishes served inÑweeping and gnashing of teeth. Every
bit they eat makes their hearts ache. Who would envy them their feasts
here on earthÑwho must have such a dismal supper in hell? Second, it
will be a matter of joy at the 'supper of the Lamb', that the Master of the
feast bids all his guests welcome. The saints shall have the smiles of
God's face, the kisses of his lips. He will lead them into the wine cellar,
and display the banner of love over them. The saints shall be as full of
solaceas sanctity. What is a feast without mirth? Worldly mirth is flashy
and empty. This will be infinitely delightful and ravishing.

[5] It will be a great supper for the MUSIC. This will be a marriage
supper, and what better music than the Bridegroom's voice, saying, 'My
spouse,my undefiled, take your fill of love!' There will be the angels' an-
thems, the saints' triumphs. The angels, those trumpeters of heaven,shall
sound forth the excellenciesof Jehovah,and the saints, those noble chor-
isters, shall take 'down their harps from the willows', and join in consort
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with the angels, praising and blessing God. 'I saw before me what
seemedto be a crystal seamixed with fire. And on it stood all the people
who had been victorious over the beast and his statue and the number
representing his name. They were all holding harps that God had given
them. And they were singing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and
the song of the LambÑGreat and marvelous are your actions, Lord God
Almighty. Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations!'
(Revelation 15:2,3). O the sweet harmony at this feast! It shall be music
without discord.

6] This supper is great in regard of the PLACE where it shall be cel-
ebrated, in the 'paradise of God' (Revelation 2:7). It is a stately palace. It
is stately for itssituation . It is of a very great height (Revelation 21:10).It
is stately for its prospect. All sparkling beauties are centered there, and
the delight of the prospect is personal possession!That is the best pro-
spect,where a man cannot seeto the furthest end of his ownground. This
royal feast shall be kept in a most spacious room, a room infinitely great-
er than the whole firmament. Though there is such a multitude as no
man can number, 'of all nations, kindred, people and tongues'
(Revelation 7:9)Ñyet the tableis long enough and the roomspacious
enough, for all the guests. One of the things which are requisite to a
feast, is a fit place. The empyrean heaven bespangled with light, arrayed
with rich hangings, embroidered with glory, seatedabove all the visible
orbs, is the place of the marriage-supper. This infinitely transcends the
most profound search. I am no more able to express it, than I can span
the firmament, or weigh the earth in a scale.

[7] It will be a great supper in regard of its CONTINUANCE. It has
no end. Epicures have a short feastÑand a long reckoning. But those
who shall sit down at the heavenly banquetÑshall never rise from the
table. The provisions shall never be taken awayÑbut they shall always
be feeding upon those sweets and delicacies which are set before them.
We read that King Ahasuerus made a feast for his princes which lasted 'a
hundred and eighty days' (Esther 1:4).But this blessedfeast reserved for
the saintsÑis 'forever'. 'At your right hand there are pleasures for ever-
more' (Psalm 16:11).

For your consolation, consider how this may be as divine cordial to
keep the hearts of God's people from fainting! 'They shall be comforted'.
They shall sit with Christ 'upon the throne' (Revelation 3:21), and sit
down with him 'at the table'. Who would not mourn for sinÑthat are
sure to meet with such rewards! 'They shallbe comforted!' The marriage-
supperwill makeamendsfor 'the valley of tears!' O saint of God, you who
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are now weeping bitterly for sin, at this last and great feast your 'water
shall be turned into wine'. You who now mortify your corruptions, and
'beat down your body' by prayer and fastingÑshall shortly sup with
Christ and angels! You who refused to touch the forbidden treeÑshall
feed upon 'the tree of life in the paradise of God!' You impoverished
saint, who have scarcea bit of bread to eat, remember for your comfort,
'in your father's house there is bread enough', and he is making ready a
feast for you, where all the dainties of heaven are served! O feed with de-
light upon the thoughts of this marriage-supper! After your funeral, be-
gins your festival!Long for the Lamb's supper! Christ himself, has paid
for this supper upon the cross! 'Therefore comfort one another with these
words!'
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Chapter4
Christian Meekness

"Blessed are themeek, for they shall inherit the earth." Matthew 5:5

We are now got to the third step leading in the way to blessedness,
Christian meekness.'Blessedare the meek'. Seehow the Spirit of God ad-
orns 'the hidden man of the heart, with a multiplicity of graces! The
workmanship of the Holy Spirit is not only astonishingÑbut various. He
makes the heart meek, pure, peaceableetc. The gracestherefore are com-
pared to fine needlework, which is intricate and various in its textures
and colors (Psalm 45:14). In the words there is the duty of meek-
nessÑand that duty like the dove, brings an olive leaf in the mouth of
itÑ'they shall inherit the earth'.

The proposition I shall insist on, is that meek people are blessed
people. For the right understanding of this, we must know there is
a twofold meekness. Meekness towards God, meekness towards man.

1. Meekness towards GOD , which implies two things: submission to
his will; flexibleness to his Word.

[1] Submission to God's WILL: when we react calmly, without swell-
ing or murmuring, under the adverse dispensations of providence. 'It is
the Lord's will. Let him do what he thinks best' (1 Samuel 3:18). The
meek-spirited Christian says thus: 'Let God do what he will with me, let
him carve out whatever condition he pleases, I will submit.' God sees
what is best for me, whether a fertile soil or a barren. Let him chequer his
work as he please, it suffices that God has done it. It was an unmeek
spirit in the prophet to struggle with God: 'I do well to be angry to the
death!' (Jonah 4:9).

[2] Flexibleness to God's WORD: when we are willing to let the Word
bear sway in our souls and becomepliable to all its laws and maxims. He
is spiritually meek who conforms himself to the mind of God, and does
not quarrel with the instructions of the WordÑbut with the corruptions
of his heart. Cornelius' speech to Peter savored of a meek spirit: 'Now
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here we are, waiting before God to hear the messagethe Lord has given
you' (Acts 10:33).How happy is it when the Word which comes with
majesty, is received with meekness! (James 1:21).

2. Meekness towards MAN. Basil calls this 'the indelible character of a
gracious soul.' 'Blessedare the meek'. To illustrate this, I shall show what
this meekness is. Meekness is a grace whereby we are enabled by the
Spirit of God to moderate our angry passions. It is a grace. The philo-
sopher calls it a virtueÑbut the apostle calls it a grace, and therefore
reckons it among the 'fruit of the Spirit' (Galatians 5:23).It is of a divine
extract and original. By it we are enabled to moderate our passion. By
nature the heart is like a troubled sea,casting forth the foam of anger and
wrath. Now meekness calms the passions. It sits as moderator in the
soul, quieting and giving check to its distempered motions. As the moon
serves to temper and allay the heat of the sun, so Christian meeknessal-
lays the heat of passion. Meekness of spirit not only fits us for commu-
nion with GodÑbut for civil converse with men; and thus among all the
graces it holds first place. Meekness has a divine beauty and sweetness
in it. It brings credit to true religion; it wins upon all. This meeknesscon-
sists in three things: the bearing of injuries, the forgiving of injuries, the
recompensing good for evil.

1. First, meekness consists in the BEARING of injuries. I may say of
this grace, 'it is not easily provoked'. A meek spirit, like wet tinder, will
not easily take fire. 'Those who seek my hurt spoke mischievous
thingsÑbut I, as a deaf man, heard not' (Psalm 38:12,13). Meekness is
'the bridle of anger'. The passions are fiery and headstrong; meekness
gives check to them. Meekness 'bridles the mouth', it ties the tongue to
its good behavior. Meekness observes that motto, Bear and forbear.
There are four things opposite to meekness.

[1] Meekness is opposed to ANGER. 'Do not be quickly provoked in
your spirit, for anger resides in the lap of fools' (Ecclesiastes7:9). When
the heart boils in passion, and anger (asSenecasays)sparkles forth in the
eye, this is far from meekness.'Anger resides in the lap of fools'. Anger
may be in a wise manÑbut it resides in a fool. The angry man is like
gunpowder. No sooner do you touch him but he is all on fire. Seneca
calls anger 'a short fit of madness'. Sometimes it suspends the use of
reason.

How unfitting is rash anger! How it disguises and disfigures! As Plato
counseled the great revellers and drinkers of his time, that they should
view themselves in a glass when they were in their drunken humor, and
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they would appear loathsome to themselves,so let a man disguised with
passion view himself in the glass,and sure he would ever after be out of
love with himself. 'The face swells with anger, the veins become black
with blood'. 'Let not the sun go down upon your anger, neither give
place to the devil' (Ephesians4:26,27).Oh, saysone, 'he has wronged me
and I will never give place to him!' But better give place to him than to
the devil. An angry spirit is not a meek spirit. Not but that we may in
some cases be angry. There is a holy anger. Only that anger
is without sinÑwhich is againstsin. Meeknessand zeal may stand togeth-
er. In matters of religion, a Christian must be clothed with the spirit of
Elijah, and be 'full of the fury of the Lord' (Jeremiah 6:11). Christ was
meek (Matt. 11:29)Ñyet zealous (John 2:14,15). The zeal of God's house
ate him up.

[2] Meekness is opposed to MALICE. Malice is the devil's picture
(John8:44).Malice is mental murder (1 John3:15).It unfits for duty. How
can such a man pray? I have read of two men who lived in malice, who
being asked how they could say the Lord's prayer, one answered, he
thanked God there were many good prayers besides. The other
answered, when he said the Lord's prayer he left out those words, 'as we
forgive those who trespass against us'. But Augustine brings in God
replying, 'Becauseyou do not say my prayer, I will not hear yours'. Were
it not a sad judgement if all that a man ate should turn to poison! To a
malicious man all the holy ordinances of God turn to poison. 'The table
of the Lord, is a snare; 'he eats and drinks his own damnation'. A mali-
cious spirit is not a meek spirit.

[3] Meekness is opposed to REVENGE. Malice is the scum of anger,
and revenge is malice boiling over. Malice is a vermin which lives on
blood. Revenge is Satan'snectar and ambrosia. This is the savory meat
which the malicious man cooks for the devil. The Scripture forbids re-
venge: 'Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves' (Romans 12:19).This is to
take God's office out of his hand, who is called 'the God of recompenses'
(Jeremiah 51:56) and the 'God of vengeance' (Psalm 94:1). This I urge
against those who challenge one another to duels. Indeed, spiritual duels
are lawful. It is good to fight with the devil. 'Resist the devil' (James4:7).
It is good to duel with a man's self, the regeneratepart against the carnal.
Blessedis he who seeksa revenge upon his lusts. 'Yes,what revenge!' (2
Corinthians 7:11).But other duels are unlawful. 'Avenge not yourselves'.
The Turks, though a barbarous people, in ancient times burnt such as
went to duel, applying hot coals of fire to their sides. Those who were in
heat of revenge were punished suitably with fire.
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Somemay object. 'But if I am thus meek and tame in bearing of injur-
ies and incivilities, I shall lose my credit. It will be a stain to my reputa-
tion.' I answer: To pass by an injury without revenge is no eclipse to a
man's credit. Solomon tells us it is the glory of a man to 'pass over a
transgression' (Proverbs 19:11). It is more honor to bury an injury
than revengeit; and to slight it than to write it down. The weakest
creatures (such as the bee) soonest sting with every provocation. The li-
on, a more majestic creature, is not easily provoked. The bramble tears.
The oak and cedar are more peaceable. Passion imports weakness. A
noble spirit overlooks an injury.

Again, suppose a man's credit should suffer with those whose censure
is not to be valued. Yet think which is worse, shame or sin? Will you sin
against God to save your credit? Surely it is little wisdom for a man to
venture his blood that he may fetch back his reputation, and to run into
hell to be counted valorous!

Not but that a man may stand up in defenseof himself when his life is
endangered. Somehold it to be unlawful to take up the sword upon any
occasionÑbut without question a man may take up the sword for self-
preservation, elsehe comesunder the breach of the sixth commandment.
He is guilty of self-murder. In taking up the sword he does not so much
seekanother's death, as the safeguard of his own life. His intention is not
to do hurtÑbut to prevent it. Self-defense is consistent with Christian
meekness.The law of nature and religion justify it. That God who bids
us 'put up our sword' (Matthew 26:52)yet will allow us a sword in our
own defense,and he who will have us 'innocent as doves' not to offend
others, will have us 'wise as serpents' in preserving ourselves.

Though revenge may be contrary to meeknessÑyet not but that
a magistratemay revenge the quarrels of others. Indeed, it is not revenge
in himÑbut doing justice. The magistrate is God's lieutenant on earth.
God has put the sword in his hand, and he is not 'to bear the sword in
vain'. He must be 'for the punishment of evildoers' (1 Peter 2:14).Though
a private person must not render to any man 'evil for evil' (Romans
12:17)Ñyet a magistrate may; the evil of punishment for the evil of of-
fence. This rendering of evil is good. Private men must 'put their sword
into the sheath'Ñbut the magistrate sins if he does not draw it out. As his
sword must not surfeit through cruelty, so neither must it rust through
partiality. Too much lenity in a magistrate is not meeknessÑbut in-
justice. For him to indulge offences,and say with a gentle reproof as Eli,
'Why do you such things? Nay, my sons, for it is no good report that I
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hear' (1 Samuel 2:23, 24), this is but to shavethe head that deserves to
be cut off.Such a magistrate makes himself guilty.

[4] Meekness is opposed to EVIL-SPEAKING. 'Let all evil-speaking
be put away' (Ephesians4:31).Our words should be mild, like the waters
of Shiloah which run softly. It is too usual for passionatespirits to break
out into opprobrious language. The tongues of many are fired, and it is
the devil who lights the match. Therefore they are said in Scripture to be
'set on fire of hell' (James3:6). Men have learned of the 'old serpent, to
spit their venom one at another in disgraceful revilings. 'Whoever shall
say, You fool, shall be in danger of hellfire' (Matthew 5:22).Under that
word 'fool', all vilifying terms are by our Savior forbidden. Let us take
heed of this. It is hateful to God. God is not in this fireÑbut in the still
small voice (1 Kings 19:12).

Somemay sayÑbut did not the apostle Paul call the Galatians 'fools'?
(Galatians 3:1). When Paul uttered those words, it was not by way
of reproachÑbut reproof. It was not to defamethe Galatians but
to reclaimthem; not to vilify them but to humblethem. Paul was grieved
to seethem so soon fall into a relapse. Well might he say 'foolish Gala-
tians' in a holy zeal, becausethey had suffered so much in the causeof
religion, and now made a defection and fell off. 'Have you suffered so
many things in vain?' (verse 4). But though Paul, guided by the Spirit of
God, did give this epithet to the Galatians, it is no warrant for us when
any have wronged us to use disgraceful terms. Meekness does not vent
itself in reviling. It does not retaliate by railing.

'Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he dis-
puted about the body of Moses,dared not bring against him a railing ac-
cusation; but said, The Lord rebuke you' (Jude 9). Some understand by
Michael, ChristÑbut more truly it is meant of one of the chief of the an-
gels. The contest or dispute between the archangel and the devil was
about the body of Moses. Some divines say that when God disposed of
Moses' body, he employed the archangel to inter him so secretly that his
burying place might not be known. It is likely if his dead body had been
found, the Israelites might have been ready in a preposterous zeal to
have worshiped it. The devil opposes the archangel and contends about
the dead bodyÑbut the archangel 'dared not', or, as some read it, he
could not endure to 'bring a railing accusation'. It seemsthe devil pro-
voked him with evil language, and would fain have extorted passion
from himÑbut the archangel was mild, and said only, 'The Lord rebuke
you'. The angel would not so much as rail against the devil. We may
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learn meekness of the archangel: 'Not rendering railing for railing' (1
Peter 3:9).

Not but that a Christian ought prudentially to clear himself from
slanders. When the apostle Paul was charged to be mad, he vindicated
himself. 'I am not mad, most noble Festus' (Acts 26:25). Though a
Christian's retorts must not be reviling, they may be vindicating. Though
he may not scandalize anotherÑyet he may defend himself. There must
be Christian prudence, as well as Christian meekness. It is not mildness,
but weaknessÑto part with our integrity (Job27:6).To be silent when we
are slanderously traduced, is to make ourselves appear guilty. We must
so affect meekness,as not to lose the honor of innocence. It is lawful to
be our own defenders. The fault lies only in thisÑwhen we retort injur-
ies with reproachful terms, which is to pay a man back in the devil's coin.

2. The second branch of meekness is in FORGIVING of injur-
ies. 'And when you stand praying, forgive' (Mark 11:25);as if Christ had
said, 'It is to little purpose to pray, unless you forgive.' A meek spirit is a
forgiving spirit. This is a herculean work. Nothing more crosses the
stream of corrupt natureÑthan forgiving injuries. Men forget kind-
nessesÑbut remember injuries. I once heard of a woman who lived in
malice, and being requested by some of her neighbors when she lay on
her deathbed, to forgive, she answered, 'I cannot forgive though I go to
hell'. Forgiveness is cutting against the grain of human nature. Somecan
rather sacrifice their lives than their lustsÑbut forgive we must, and for-
give as God forgives. Forgiveness must be:

[1] Really. God does not make a show of forgiveness and keep our sins
by him. He 'blots out' our debts (Isaiah 43:25).God passesan act of obli-
vion (Jeremiah 31:34). He forgives and forgets. So the meek spirit not
only makes a show of forgiving his neighborÑbut he does it from the
heart (Matthew 18:27).

[2] Fully. God forgives all our sins. He does not for 'fourscore write
down fifty'Ñbut he gives a full release.'Who forgives all your iniquities'
(Psalm 103:3).Thus a meek-spirited Christian forgives all injuries. False
hearts pass by some offencesÑbut retain others. This is but half forgiv-
ing. Is this meekness?Would you have God deal so with you? Would
you have him forgive your trespasses, as you forgive others?

[3] God forgives often. We are often sinful! We run every day afresh
upon the scoreÑbut God often forgives. Therefore he is said to 'multiply
pardon' (Isaiah 55:7). So a meek spirit reiterates and sends one pardon
after another. Peter asks the question, 'Lord, how many times shall I
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forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?'
(Matthew 18:21)Christ answers him, 'I tell you, not seven times, but sev-
enty times seven' (verse 22).

Some may object that such an affront has been offered, that flesh and
blood cannot put up. I answer: 'Flesh and blood cannot inherit the King-
dom of God' (1 Corinthians 15:50).Christians must walk contrary to their
natural dispositions, and with the sword of the Spirit fight against the
lusts of the flesh (Galatians 5:24).

Again, you may say: But if I forgive one injury I shall invite more. I an-
swer: It argues a devilish nature to be the worse for kindness; but sup-
pose we should meet with such monstersÑyet it is our duty to be ready
to forgive (Colossians3:13).Shall we ceasefrom doing good becauseoth-
ers will not ceasefrom being evil? If the more you forgive injuries, the
more injuries you meet with, this will make your grace shine the more.
Another's vice will be a greater demonstration of your virtue. Frequent
forgiving will add the more to the weight of his sin, and the weight of
your glory. If any shall say to me, I strive to excel in other gracesÑbut as
for this grace of meekness,the bearing and forgiving of injuries, I cannot
arrive at it; I desire in this to be excused. What do you talk of other
graces?Where there is one grace, there is all. If meeknessis lacking, it is
but a counterfeit chain of grace.Your faith is a fable: your repentance is a
lie; your humility is hypocrisy.

And whereas you say you cannot forgive, think of your ownsin. Your
neighbor is not so bad in offending youÑas you are in not forgiving him.
Your neighbor, in offending youÑbut trespassesagainst a manÑbut
you, refusing to forgive him, trespass against God. Think also of your
danger. You who are implacable, and though you may smother the fire
of your rageÑyet will not extinguish it, know that if you die this night,
you die in an unpardoned condition. If you will not believe me, be-
lieve Christ. 'If you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in
heaven forgive your trespasses' (Mark 11:26). He who lives
without meekness, dies without mercy!

3. The third branch of meekness is in RECOMPENSING GOOD
FOR EVIL. This is a higher degree than the other. 'Love your enemies,do
goodto those who hate you, pray for those who despitefully use you'
(Matthew 5:44).'If your enemy is hungry, feed him' (Romans 12:20).'Not
paying back evil for evil or insult for insult but, on the contrary, giving a
blessing' (1 Peter 3:9). This threefold cord of Scripture should not easily
be broken. To render evil for evil is brutish; to render evil for good is
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devilish; to render good for evil is Christian. The heathen thought it law-
ful to wrong none unless first provoked with an injuryÑbut the sunlight
of Scriptureshines brighter than the lamp of reason. 'Love your enemies.'
When grace comes into the heart, it works a strange alteration. When a
scion is engrafted into the stock, it partakes of the nature and sap of the
tree and brings forth the same fruit. He who was once of a sour disposi-
tion, given to revenge, when he once partakes of the sap of the heavenly
grace, he bears holy fruits. He is full of love to his enemies.Grace allays
the passionÑand melts the heart into compassion. As the sun draws up
many thick noxious vapors from the earth and sea,and returns them in
sweet showers, so a gracious heart returns all the unkindness and dis-
courtesies of his enemies with the sweet influences and distillations of
love. Thus David, 'They repay me with evil for the good I do. Yet when
they were ill, I grieved for them. I even fasted and prayed for them.'
(Psalm 35:12, 13). Some would have rejoiced;

David wept. Somewould have put on scarlet; David put on sackcloth.
This is the rarity or rather miracle of meekness.It repays good for evil.
Thus we have seen the nature of meekness.

Meekness shows us the badge of a true saint. He is of a forbearing,
meek spirit. 'He is not easily provoked'. He takes everything in the best
senseand conquers malice with mildness. I would to God all who pro-
fessthemselvessaints were bespangled with this grace.We are known to
belong to Christ when we wear his livery. He is a saint whose spirit is
made so meek that he can smother injuries, and bury unkindnesses. A
flow of tears better befits a Christian, than a passion of anger. Every saint
is Christ's spouse (Canticles 4:8). It befits Christ's spouse to be meek. If
any injury is offered to the spouse, she leaves it to her husband to re-
venge. It is unseemly for Christ's spouse to fight.

Let me beseechall Christians to labor to be eminent in this superlative
grace of meekness.'Seekmeekness'(Zephaniah 2:3). Seeking implies we
have lost it. Therefore, we must seek and cry after it to find it. 'Put on
therefore as the elect of God, meekness' (Colossians 3:12).Put it on as a
garment, never to be left off. Meekness is a necessary ingredient in
everything. It is necessaryin instruction: 'In meeknessinstructing É ' (2
Timothy 2:25).Meeknessconquers the opposers of truth. Meeknessmelts
the heart. 'Soft words' are softening. Meekness is necessaryin hearingor
readingthe Word. 'Receive with meekness the engrafted Word' (James
1:21).He who come to the Word in anger or malice, gets no goodÑbut
hurt. He turns wine into poison, and stabshimself with the sword of the
Spirit! Meekness is needful in reproof. 'If a man is overtaken with a fault,
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restore such a one with the spirit of meekness'(Galatians 6:1).The Greek
word is 'put him in joint again'. If a bone is out of joint, the surgeon must
not use a rough hand that may chancebreak another bone. But he must
come gently to work, and afterwards bind it up softly. So if a brother is
overtaken with a fault, we must not come to him in a fury of pas-
sionÑbut with a spirit of meekness labor to restore him.

I shall lay down several MOTIVES or arguments to meeken the spir-
its of men.

1. Let me propound EXAMPLES of meekness.

[1] The example of Jesus Christ. 'Your king comes unto you meek'
(Matthew 21:5).Christ was the exemplar and pattern of meekness.'When
he was reviled, he reviled not again' (1 Peter 2:23).His enemies' words
were more bitter than the gall they gave himÑbut Christ's words were
smoother than oil. He prayed and wept for his enemies. He calls us to
learn of him: 'Learn of me, for I am meek' (Matthew 11:29).Christ does
not bid us (says Augustine) learn of him to work miracles, to open the
eyes of the blind, to raise the deadÑbut he would have us learn of him
to be meek.If we do not imitate his lifeÑwe cannot be saved by his death!

[2] Let us set before our eyes the examples of some of the saints who
have shined in this grace.Moses was a man of unparalleled meekness.
'Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men who were upon
the face of the earth' (Numbers 12:3).How many injuries did he put up?
When the people of Israel murmured against him, instead of falling into
a rage, he falls to prayer for them (Exodus 15:24,25). The text says, they
murmured at the waters of Marah. Sure the waters were not so bitter as
the spirits of the peopleÑbut they could not provoke him to angerÑbut
to petition. Another time when they lacked water, they fell arguing with
Moses. 'Why have brought us up out of EgyptÑto kill us and our chil-
dren with thirst?' (Exodus 17:3).As if they had said, If we die we will lay
our death to your charge. Would not this exasperate Moses? Surely it
would have required the meeknessof an angel to bear thisÑbut behold
Moses,meekness.He did not give them a harsh word! Though they were
in a stormÑhe was in a calm. They lambaste himÑbut he prays. Oh that
as the spirit of Elijah rested upon Elisha, so may some of the spirit of
Moses, this meek man (or rather earthly angel), rest upon us!

Another eminent pattern of meekness was David . When Shimei
cursed David, and Abishai, one of David's lifeguard, would have be-
headed Shimei. 'No!' says king David, 'Let him alone, and let him curse'
(2 Samuel 16:11).And when Saul had wronged and abused David and it
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was in David's power to have killed Saul while he was asleep,(1 Samuel
26:7, 12)Ñyet he would not touch SaulÑbut called God to be umpire
(verse 23). Here was a miracle of meekness.

[3] The examples of meek heathen. Though their meeknesscould not
properly be called grace,becauseit did not grow upon the right stock of
faithÑyet it was very beautiful in its kind. When one reviled Periclesand
followed him home to his gate at night, railing upon him, he answered
not a wordÑbut commanded one of his servants to light a torch, and
bring the railer home to his own house.Frederick, Duke of Saxony,when
he was angry, would shut himself up in his closet and let none come
near him, until he had mastered his passion. Plutarch reports of the
Pythagoreans, if they argued in the day, they would embrace and be
friends before sunset. Cicero, in one of his Orations, reports of Pompey
the Great, that he was a man of a meek disposition. He admitted all to
come to him so freely, and heard the complaints of those who were
wronged so mildly, that he excelled all the princes before him. He was of
that sweet temper that it was hard to say whether his enemies more
feared his valor, or his subjects loved his meekness. Julius Caesar not
only forgave Brutus and Cassius, his enemiesÑbut advanced them. He
thought himself most honored by acts of mercy and meekness.Did the
spring-head of naturerise so high, and shall not gracerise higher? Shall
we debase faith below reason? Let us write according to these fair copies.

2. Meekness is a great ornament to a Christian. 'The ornament of a
meek spirit, which is so precious to God' (1 Peter 3:4). How lovely is a
saint in God's eye, when adorned with this jewel! What the psalmist says
of praise (Psalm 33:1), the same may I say of meekness.It is 'lovely for
the righteous'. No garment is more befitting to a Christian, than meek-
ness. Therefore we are bid to put on this garment. 'Put on therefore as
the elect of God, meekness'(Colossians 3:12)A meek spirit brings credit
to the gospel, and silences malice. It is the varnish which puts luster
upon holiness, and sets off the gospel with a better gloss.

3. This is the way to be like God. God is meek towards those who
provoke him. How many black mouths are opened daily against the
Majesty of heaven? How do men tear his Name! vex his Spirit! crucify
his Son afresh! They walk up and down the earth as so many devils
covered with fleshÑyet the Lord is meek, 'not willing that any should
perish' (2 Peter 3:9).How easily could God crush sinners, and kick them
into hell! But he moderates his anger. Though he is full of majestyÑyet
full of meekness.In him is mixed princely greatnessand fatherly mild-
ness. As he has his scepter of royalty, so his throne of grace. Oh how
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should this make us fall in love with meekness!Hereby we bear a kind of
likeness to God. It is not professionwhich makes us like
GodÑbut imitation. Where meekness is lacking, we are like brutes.
Where it is present, we are like God.

4. Meekness is a noble and excellent spirit. A meek man is a valorous
man. He gets a victory over himself! Anger arisesfrom weaknessof char-
acter. Therefore we may observe old men and children are more choleric
than others. Anger argues weakness of judgementÑbut the meek man
who is able to conquer his fury, is the most strong and victorious. 'He
who is slow to anger is better than the mighty; controlling one's temper,
is better than capturing a city' (Proverbs 16:32).To yield to one's anger is
easy. It is swimming along with the tide of corrupt natureÑbut to turn
against nature, to resist anger, to 'overcome evil with good', this is truly
Christian. This is that spiritual chivalry and fortitude of mind that de-
serves the trophies of victory and the garland of praise.

5. Meekness is the best way to conquer and melt the heart of an en-
emy. When Saul lay at David's mercy and David only cut off the skirt of
his robe, how was Saul's heart affected with David's meekness?'Saul
called backÑ Is that really you, my sonDavid?Then he began to cry. And
he said to DavidÑYou are a better man than I am, for you have repaid
me good for evil. Yes,you have been wonderfully kind to me today, for
you could have killed me. May the Lord reward you well for the kind-
ness you have shown me today' (1 Samuel 24:16-19).This 'heaping of
coals' melts and thaws the heart of others. It is the greatest victoryÑto
overcome an enemy without striking a blow. The fire will go where
the wedgecannot. Mildnessprevails more than fierceness. Anger makes an
enemy of a friend. Meekness makes a friend of an enemy. The meek
Christian shall have letters testimonial even from his adversary. It is re-
ported of Philip, king of Macedon, that when it was told him Nicanor
openly railed against his Majesty, the king instead of putting him to
death (as his council advised), sent Nicanor a rich present, which so
overcame the man's heart, that he went up and down to recant what he
had said against the king, and highly extolled the king's mercy. Rough-
nesshardens men's hearts; meeknesscausesthem to relent (2 Kings 6:22).
When the king of Israel feasted the captives he had taken in war, they
were more conquered by his meeknessÑthan by his sword. 'The bands of
Syria came no more into the land of Israel' (2 Kings 6:22)

6. Consider the great promise in the text. 'The meek shall inherit the
earth'. This argument perhaps will prevail with those who desire to have
earthly possessions.Some may object, 'If I forbear and forgive, I shall
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lose my right at last and be turned out of all.' No! God has here entered
into bond, 'The meek shall inherit the earth'. The unmeek man is in a sad
condition. There is no place remains for him but hell, for he has no prom-
ise made to him either of earth or heaven. It is the 'meek shall inherit the
earth'.

How do the meek inherit the earthÑwhen they are strangers in the
earth? (Hebrews 11:37).

The meek are said to inherit the earth, not that the earth is their chief
inheritance, or that they have always the greatest share thereÑbut:

[1] They are the inheritors of the earth because,though they have not
always the greatest part of the earthÑyet they have the best right to
it. The word 'inherit', saysAmbrose, denotes the saints' 'title to the earth'.
The saints' title is best, being 'members of Christ', who is Lord of all.
Adam not only lost his title to heaven when he fellÑbut to the earth too;
and until we are incorporated into Christ, we do not fully recover our
title. I do not deny that the wicked have a civil right to the earth which
the laws of the land give themÑbut not a sacred right. Only the meek
Christian has a Scripture-title to his land. The saints hold their right to
the earth in their head, Christ, who is 'the prince of the kings of the earth
(Revelation 1:5).In this sense,he who has but a foot of land inherits more
than he who has a thousand acres,becausehe has a better and more jur-
idical right to it.

[2] The meek Christian is said to inherit the earth, becausehe inher-
its the blessing of the earth. The wicked man has the earthÑbut not asa
fruit of God's favor. He has it as a dog has poisoned bread. It does him
more hurt than good. A wicked man lives in the earth asone that lives in
an infectious air. He is infected by his mercies. The fat of the earth will
but make him fry and blaze the more in hell. So that a wicked man may
be said not to have what he has, becausehe has not the blessing; but the
meek saint enjoys the earth as a pledge of God's love. The curse and
poison is taken out of the earth: 'The meek shall inherit the earth and
shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace' (Psalm 37:11), on
which words Augustine gives this gloss: 'Wicked men' (sayshe) 'may de-
light themselves in the abundance of cattle and richesÑbut the meek
man delights himself in the abundance of peace. What he has he pos-
sesses with inward serenity and quietness.'

When it is said the meek shall inherit the earth, it does not intimate
that they shall not inherit more than the earth. They shall inherit heaven
too. If they should only inherit the earth, then (says Chrysostom) how
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could it be said, 'Blessedare the meek'?The meek have the earth only for
their sojourning-house: they have heaven for their mansion-house. 'He
will beautify the meek with salvation' (Psalm 149:4).The meek beautify
religion, and God will beautify them with salvation. Salvation is the port
we all desire to sail to. It is the harvest and vintage of souls. The meek
are those who shall reap this harvest. The meek shall wear the em-
broidered robe of salvation. The meek are lords of the earth and 'heirs of
salvation' (Hebrews 1:14).

7. Consider the harm of an unmeek spirit. There is nothing which
makes such room for the devil to come into the heart and take posses-
sion, as wrath and anger. 'Let not the sun go down upon your wrath,
neither give place to the devil' (Ephesians 4:26,27). When men let forth
passion, they let in Satan.The wrathful man has the devil for his bedfel-
low. Passionhinders peace.The meek Christian has sweet quiet and har-
mony in his soulÑbut passion puts the soul into a disorder. It not only
clouds reasonÑbut disturbs conscience. He does not possess himself,
whom passion possesses.It is no wonder if they have no peaceof con-
science,who make so little conscienceof peace.Wrathfulness grieves the
Spirit of God (Ephesians 4:30,31), and if the Spirit is grieved, he will be
gone. We do not care to stay in smoky houses.The Spirit of God does not
love to be in that heart which is so full of the vapors and fumes of dis-
tempered passion.

8. Another argument to cool the intemperate heat of our cursed
hearts, is to consider that all the injuries and unkind usages we meet
with from the world, do not fall out by chanceÑbut are disposed of by
the all-wise God for our good. Many are like the foolish cur, which
snarls at the stone, never looking to the hand that threw it; or like the
horse, who being spurred by the rider, bites the snaffle. If we looked
higher than instruments our hearts would grow meek and calm. David
looked beyond Shimei's rage: 'Let him curse, for the Lord has bidden
him' (2 Samuel 16:11).What wisdom is it for Christians to seethe hand of
God in all the barbarisms and incivilities of men! Jobeyed God in his af-
fliction, and that meekened his spirit. 'The Lordhas taken away, blessed
be the name of the Lord!' (Job1:21).He does not say, The Chaldeanshave
taken awayÑbut 'The Lordhas taken away'. What made Christ so meek
in his sufferings? He did not look at Judas or PilateÑbut at his Father.
'The cup which my Fatherhas given me' (John 18:11).When wicked men
revile and injure us, they are but God's executioners. Who is angry with
the executioner?
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And as God has a hand in all the affronts and discourtesies we receive
from men (for they but hand them over to us), so God will do us good by
all, if we belong to him. 'It may be' (says David) 'that the Lord will look
upon my affliction, and requite me good for his cursing' (2 Samuel
16:12).Usually, when the Lord intends us some signal mercy, he fits us
for it by some eminent trial. As Moses' hand was first leprous before it
wrought salvation (Exodus 4:6), so God may let his people be belepered
with the cursings and revilings of men, before he shower down some
blessings upon them. 'It may be the Lord will requite me good for his
cursing this day.'

9. Lack of meekness evidences lack of grace.True grace inflames love
and moderates anger. Graceis like the file which smooths the rough iron.
It files off the ruggedness of a man's spirit. Grace says to the heart as
Christ did to the angry sea,'Peace,be still' (Mark 4:39).Sowhere there is
grace in the heart, it stills the raging of passion and makes a calm. He
who is in a perpetual frenzy, letting loose the reins to wrath and
maliceÑhas never yet felt the sweet efficacy of grace. It is one of the sins
of the heathen to be 'implacable' (Romans 1:31).A revengeful cankered
heart, is not only heathenishÑbut devilish. 'If you have bitter envying
and strife in your hearts, this wisdom descendsnot from aboveÑbut is
devilish' (James3:14,15).The old serpent spits forth the poison of malice
and revenge.

10. If all that has been said will not serve to master this bedlam-hu-
mor of wrath and anger, let me tell you, you are the people whom God
steaks of, who hate to be reformed. You are rebels against the Word.
Read and tremble: 'Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in
a book, that it may be for the time to come forever and ever; that this is a
rebellious people, children that will not hear the law of the Lord' (Isaiah
30:8,9). If nothing yet said will charm down thewrathful devil, let me tell
you, God has charged every man not to meddle or have any league of
friendship with you. 'Make no friendship with an angry man, and with a
furious man you shall not go' (Proverbs 22:24). What a monster is he
among men, that everyone is warned to beware of, and not to come near,
as one who is unfit for humane society! Make no league, says God,
with that man. If you take him into your society, you take a snake into
your bosom. 'With a furious man you shall not go'. Will you walk with
the devil? The furious man is possessed with a wrathful devil.

Oh that all this might help to meeken and sweeten Christians, spirits!
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But some will say, 'It is my nature to be angry and passionate!' I
answer:

[1] This is sinful arguing. It is secretly to lay our sin upon God. We
learned this from Adam. 'The woman whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me of the tree, and I did eat' (Genesis 3:12); rather than Adam
would confess his sin, he would blame it upon God. 'The woman you
gave me'. As if he had said, 'If you had not given this woman to meÑI
would not have eaten.' So,says one, 'It is my nature; this is the froward,
peevish nature God has given me.' Oh no! you charge God falsely. God
did not give you such a nature. 'He made man upright' (Ecclesiastes
7:29).God made you straight; you made yourself crooked. All your affec-
tions at first, your joy, love, anger were set in order as the stars in their
right orbÑbut you misplaced them and made them move in an evil way.
At first the affections like several musical instruments well tuned, made
a sweet consortÑbut sin was the jarring string which brought all out of
tune. Vain man, do not plead that it is your nature to be angry; thank
yourself for it. Nature's spring was pureÑuntil sin poisoned the spring!

[2] Is it your nature to be fierce and angry? This is so far from being
an excuse,that it makes it so much the worse. It is the nature of a toad to
poison that makes it the more hateful. If a man were indicted for steal-
ing, and he should say to the judge, 'Spare me; it is my nature to steal',
were this any excuse?The judge would say, 'You deserve the rather to
die'. Sinner, get a new nature. 'Flesh and blood cannot enter into the
kingdom of God'.

What shall I do to be possessed of this excellent grace of meekness?

1. Often look upon the meekness of Christ. The scholar that would
write well, has his eye often upon the copy.

2. Pray earnestly that God will meeken your spirit. God is called 'the
God of all grace' (1 Peter 5:10). He has all the graces in his gift. Sue to
him for this graceof meekness.If one were patron of all the livings in the
land, men would sue to him for a living. God is patron of all the graces.
Let us sue to him . Mercy comesin at thedoorof prayer.'I will yet for this be
enquired of by the house of Israel to do it for them' (Ezekiel 36:26,37).
Meekness is the commodity we need. Let us send prayer as our factor
over to heaven to procure it for us; and pray in faith. When faith sets
prayer on work, prayer setsGod on work. All divine blessingscomestream-
ing to us through this golden channel of prayer!
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Chapter5
Spiritual Hunger

"Blessedare thosewho hunger and thirst after righteousness,for they will be
filled." Matthew 5:6

We are now come to the fourth step of blessedness:'Blessedare those
who hunger'. The words fall into two parts: a duty implied;
a promiseannexed.

A duty implied: 'Blessedare those who hunger'. Spiritual hunger is a
blessed hunger.

What is meant by hunger? Hunger is put for desire(Isaiah 26:9).Spir-
itual hunger is the rational appetite whereby the soul pants after that
which it apprehends most suitable and proportional to itself.

Whence is this hunger? Hunger is from the senseof lack. He who spir-
itually hungers, has a real sense of his own indigence. He lacks
righteousness.

What is meant by righteousness?There is a twofold righteousness: of
imputation; of implantation.

A righteousness of IMPUTATION , namely, Christ's righteousness.
'He shall be called the Lord our righteousness' (Jeremiah23:6).This is as
truly ours to justify us, as it is Christ's to bestow upon us. By virtue of
this righteousness God looks upon us as if we had never sinned
(Numbers 23:21).This is a perfectrighteousness. 'You are completein him'
(Colossians 2:10).This does not only cover, but adorn. He who has this
righteousness is equal to the most illustrious saints. The weakest believer
is justified as much as the strongest. This is a Christian's triumph. When
he is defiled in himself, he is undefiled in his Head. In this blessedright-
eousnesswe shine brighter than the angels. This righteousness is worth
hungering after.

A righteousness of IMPLANTATION : that is, inherent righteousness,
namely, the gracesof the Spirit, holiness of heart and life, which Cajetan
calls 'universal righteousness'. This a pious soul hungers after. This is a
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blessedhunger. Bodily hunger cannot make a man so miserable, as spir-
itual hunger makes him blessed.This evidences life. A dead man cannot
hunger. Hunger proceeds from life. The first thing the child does when it
is born, is to hunger after the breast. Spiritual hunger follows upon the
new birth (1 Peter 2:2). Bernard comforts himself with thisÑthat surely
he had the truth of grace in him, becausehe had in his heart a strong de-
sire after God. It is happy when, though we havenot what we should,
we desirewhat we have not. The appetiteis as well from God, as the food.

1. See here at what a low price God sets heavenly things. It is but
hungering and thirsting. 'Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters,
buy without money' (Isaiah 55:1).We are not bid to bring any merits as
the Papists would do, nor to bring a sum of money to purchase right-
eousness.All that is required is to bring an appetite. Christ 'has fulfilled
all righteousness'. We are only to 'hunger and thirst after righteousness'.
This is equal and reasonable. God does not require rivers of oilÑbut
sighs and tears. The invitation of the gospel is free. If a friend invites
guests to his table, he does not expect they should bring money to pay
for their dinnerÑonly come with an appetite. So,saysGod, It is not pen-
ance, pilgrimage, self-righteousness which I require. Only bring an ap-
petite: 'hunger and thirst after righteousness'. God might have set Christ
and salvation at a higher priceÑbut he has much beaten down the price.
Now as this shows the sweetnessof God's natureÑhe is not a hard mas-
ter; so it shows us the inexcusablenessof those who perish under the
gospel. What apology can any man make at the day of judgement, when
God shall ask that question, 'Friend, why did you not embrace Christ? I
set Christ and grace at a low rate. If you had but hungered after right-
eousness,you might have had itÑbut you slighted Christ. You had such
low thoughts of righteousness that you would not hunger after it.' How
do you think to escape,who have neglected 'so great salvation'? The easi-
er the terms of the gospel areÑthe sorer punishment shall they be
thought worthy of who unworthy refuse such an offer!

2. It shows us a true character of a godly man. He hungers and thirsts
after spiritual things (Isaiah 26:9; Psalm 73:25). A true saint is carried
upon the wing of desire. It is the very temper and constitution of a gra-
cious soul to thirst after God (Psalm 42:2).In the word preached, how he
is big with desire! Theseare some of the pantings of his soul: 'Lord, you
have led me into your courts. O that I may have your sweet presence,
that your glory may fill the temple! Will you draw some sacred linea-
ments of grace upon my soul that I may be more assimilated and
changed into the likeness of my dear Savior?' In prayer, how is the soul
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filled with passionate longings after Christ! Prayer is expressed by
'unutterable groans' (Romans 8:26).The heart sends up whole volleys of
sighs to heaven, 'Lord, one beam of your love! Lord, one drop of your
blood!'

It reproves such as have none of this spiritual hunger. They have no
winged desires. The edge of their affections is blunted. Honey is not
sweet to those who are sick with a fever and have their tongues em-
bittered with cholera.' So those who are soul-sick and 'in the gall of bit-
terness', find no sweetnessin God or religion. Sin tastessweeter to them;
they have no spiritual hunger. That men do not have this 'hunger after
righteousness' appears by these seven demonstrations:

1. Men do not hunger after righteousness, because they never felt
any emptiness. They are full of their own righteousness (Romans 10:3).
Now 'the full stomach loathes the honeycomb'. This was Laodicea's dis-
ease.Shewas full and had no appetite either to Christ's gold or eye-salve
(Revelation 3:17).When men are filled with pride, this swelling distem-
per hinders holy longings. As when the stomach is bloated with air, it
spoils the appetite. None so empty of grace as he who thinks he is full.
He has most need of righteousness, who least feels the need of it.

2. Men do not hunger after righteousness, because they think that
they can do well enough to be without it. If they have oil in the cruse,
and the world coming inÑthey are well content. Grace is a commodity
that is least missed. You shall hear men complain they lack health, they
lack tradingÑbut never complain they lack righteousness. If men lose a
meal or two they think themselves half undoneÑbut they can stay away
from ordinances which are the conduits of grace. Do they hunger after
righteousness, who are satisfied without it? Nay, who desire to be ex-
cused from feeding upon the gospel banquet (Luke 14:18).Sure he has no
appetite, who entreats to be excused from eating.

3. It is a sign they have none of this spiritual hunger, who desire
rather sleep than food. They are more drowsy than hungry. Somethere
are, who come to the Word that they may get a nap, to whom I may say
asChrist did to Peter, 'Could you not watch one hour?' (Mark 14:37).It is
strange to see a man asleep at his dining table. Others there are who
have a 'deep sleep' fallen upon them. They are asleep in security and
they hate a soul-awakening ministry. While they sleep, 'their damnation
slumbers not' (2 Peter 2:3).

4. It appears that men have no spiritual hunger because they refuse
their food. Christ and grace are offered, nay, pressed upon themÑbut
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they put away salvation from them as the froward child puts away the
breast (Psalm 81:11;Acts 13:46).Such are your fanatics and enthusiasts
who put away the blessedordinances and pretend to revelations. That is
a strange revelation that tells a man he may live without food. These
prefer husks before manna. They live upon airy notions, being fed by the
'prince of the air'.

5. It is a sign they have none of this spiritual hunger who delight
more in the garnishing of the dish, than in food. These are those who
look more aftereleganceand notion in preaching, than solid matter. It ar-
gues either a wanton palate or a surfeited stomachÑto feed on sweets,
and neglecting wholesome food. 'If any man consent not to wholesome
words, he is proud, knowing nothing É ' (1 Timothy 6:3,4). The plainest
truth has its beauty. They have no spiritual hunger, who desire only to
feast their fancy. Of such the prophet speaks: 'You are to them as a very
lovely song of one who has a pleasant voice, and can play well on an in-
strument' (Ezekiel 33:32).If a man were invited to a feast, and there be-
ing music at the feast, he should so listen to the music that he did not
mind his food, you would say, 'Surely he is not hungry.' So when men
are for jingling words and gallantry of speech,rather than spirituality of
matterÑit is a sign they have surfeited stomachs and 'itching ears'.

6. They evidence little hunger after righteousness who prefer other
things before it, namely, their profits and recreations. If a boy when he
should be at dinner is playing in the street, it is a sign that he has no ap-
petite for his food. Were he hungryÑhe would not prefer his play before
his food. Sowhen men prefer 'vain things which cannot profit' before the
blood of Christ and the grace of the Spirit, it is a sign they have no palate
or stomach to heavenly things.

7. It is a sign men have no spiritual hunger when they are more
for religious disputesÑthan the practice of piety . Some men feed only
on difficult questions and controversies (1 Timothy 6:3, 4). These
pick bonesÑand do not feed on the meat. They have hot brains but cold
hearts. Did men hunger and thirst after righteousness, they would pro-
pound to themselves such questions as these, 'How shall we do to be
saved?How shall we make our calling and election sure? How shall we
mortify our corruptions?' But such as ravel out their time in frothy and
uselesstheological disputes, I call heaven to witness, they are strangers
to this text. They do not 'hunger and thirst after righteousness'.

The Word reproves those who, instead of hungering and thirsting after
righteousness, thirst after riches. This is the thirst of covetous men. They
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