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Kidnapped Sahil found in Pakistan

The five-year-old British boy who was kidnapped in Pakistan has
been found safe and well in the country, the British High
Commissioner has said.

Sahil Saeed,from Oldham, had been snatched from his grandmother's
house in Jhelum by armed robbers on 3 March.

The boy had been visiting relatives with his father, Raja Saeed,who
returned to the UK last week against the wishes of Pakistan's police.

He has not been named as a suspect and so was free to travel.
Ransom demand

The British High Commissioner in Islamabad, Adam Thompson, said
it was "fantastic news".

"It brings to an end the traumatic ordeal faced by Sahil Saeed'sfamily,"
he added.

"l would like to praise the high level of co-operation between the UK
and Pakistani authorities and in particular | would like to thank the
Jhelum police for their role in bringing about the safereturn of Sahil," he
said.

The Foreign Office said it had no further details of the release at
present.

Last week, relatives of the boy spoke of their anguish after false
reports that he had been found and handed over to his father.

His uncle, RajaKhalid Bashir, said at the time that it was "like losing
him a second time".

Since Sahil was taken, several men - including ataxi driver - have been
arrested.

Four police officers have been suspended for not initially responding
to the family's emergency call.

Sahil's attackers were said to have demanded a £100,000($150,000)
ransom for his return.



This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Convicted German priest suspended

A German priest convicted of molesting boys in 1986 has been
suspended from his duties after breaching a ban on working with
children.

Father Peter Hullermann abused children during his time in the
archdiocese of Munich and Freising, when the current Pope was the
archbishop there.

The archdiocesesaid he was "forbidden from any work with children”,
but did not specify how he breached the ban.

He had been given a 18-month suspended jail sentence in 1986.

The archdiocese identified the priest only as Rev H, although his full
name has been widely reported in the media.

Supervisor resigns

It said he was suspended on Monday after "it was proved he did not
comply with the conditions setfollowing allegations of sexually abusing
minors and a conviction in the justice system".

It added: "He was forbidden from any work with children and youth."

Italian reports said he had recently beenon a camping trip with young
people at his current parish in Bavaria.

Father Hullermann's supervisor, Josef Obermaier, resigned, the
archdiocese said.

Pope Benedict XVI was known as Archbishop JosephRatzinger during
his time in the archdiocese from 1977 to 1982.

Last week, following a report in the Munich-based newspaper
Sueddeutsche Zeitung, the archdiocese confirmed that Archbishop
Ratzinger had let the priest stay at a vicarage in Munich for "therapy".

1985 suspension

Father Hullermann, now 62, had been suspected of forcing an 11-year-
old boy to perform a sex act upon him in the northern city of Essen.

While he was in Munich, between February 1980and August 1982,no
wrongdoing was reported.

Archbishop Ratzinger's former deputy, Gerhard Gruber, earlier
stressed that his boss was not made aware of the abuse allegations.



Father Hullermann was then transferred to the town of Grafing, where
he was relieved of his duties in 1985after allegations of child sex abuse,
the diocese said.

In 1986,he was given an 18-month suspended jail sentenceand a fine
for sexually abusing minors, details of which were not given by the
diocese.

This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Blood protest against Thai leader

Thailand's red-shirted protesters have begun donating blood to
throw at government offices in a ritual curse of a leadership they say is
illegitimate.

The protests enter a third day in a still jovial but determined mood.

Thai Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva on Monday rejected a demand
from protesters to quit and call elections.

The standoff is the latest in a deep political schism in the country
which pre-dates the 2006 military coup which deposed Thaksin
Shinawatra.

Red Shirt leader Veera Musikapong was the first to donate.

"This blood is a sacrificial offering. To show our love for the nation, to
show our sincerity," he said.

Sacrifice

He and other leaders said their blood would be spilled at the entrance
to Government House in Bangkok's historic quarter at 1800(1100GMT)
if Mr Abhisit continued to refuse their demands to dissolve parliament.

"“If Abhisit is still stubborn, even though he does not have blood on his
hands, his feet will be bloodied with our curses," another leader
Nattawut Saikur said.

Health officials, the Red Cross and even the protesters' figurehead, Mr
Thaksin, have expressed concern about how hygienic the mass blood
donation is.

But the protesters brushed off the concerns.

PROTEST TIMELINE

¥ 2006: Yellow-shirts launch street protests to oust PM Thaksin
Shinawatra

¥ Sept 2006: Thaksin ousted in military coup

¥ Dec 2007: Thaksin allies win first post-coup elections

¥ Sept 2008: Yellow-shirts occupy Bangkok government buildings,
clash with pro-Thaksin red-shirts

¥ Nov 2008: Yellow-shirts occupy Bangkok's airports, forcing
cancellation of hundreds of flights

¥ Dec 2008: Thaksin-allied government falls, rival Abhisit Vejjajiva
forms government

¥ Apr 2009: Red-shirts storm Asean summit, clashes erupt in
Bangkok



¥ Mar 2010: Red-shirts launch protest aimed at bringing
government down
Profile: Thailand's reds and yellows
Q&A: Thailand protests
In pictures: Bangkok protests

"We have three tents for blood donations. All people who conduct the
blood drawing will be doctors, nurses or other qualified people who
came here voluntarily,” said senior red shirt leader, Dr Weng Tojilakarn,
who normally runs his own medical practice.

The red shirts have set a target of collecting 1,000litres of blood, and
say they will guard against any protester getting weak or dizzy in the
heat.

For its part, the government remains quiet on the sidelines as the
whereabouts of Prime Minister Abhisit remains unclear.

He has spent most of the past three days in an army base, with the
11th Infantry battalion.

Protesters visited him there yesterday for three hours, after he told
local TV he would not dissolve parliament at this time. He went off in a
helicopter but is believed to have returned later in the day.

A cabinet meeting scheduled for Tuesday appears to have been
cancelled, and calls from members of his coalition for a parliamentary
hearing have been ignored.

The rally, led by red-shirted supporters of Mr Thaksin has been one of
the largest in recent years, although the BBC's Rachel Harvey, at the
scene, says the numbers appear to be dwindling.

The protesters say the present government was installed illegally after
Mr Thaksin was ousted in a military coup in 2006,and two subsequent
allied governments were deposed by court action.

Are you in Thailand What do you think of the protests Send us your
comments:

Sendyour picturesandvideoto yourpics@bbc.co.uk text themto +44 7725
100 100or you have a large file you capload here.

Read the terms and conditions

At no time should you endangeryourselfor others,take any unnecessary
risks or infringe any laws.



/2/low/asia-pacific/8004306.stm
/2/low/asia-pacific/7584005.stm
/2/low/in_pictures/8567513.stm
http://bbcnewsupload.streamuk.com/
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This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Pakistan drone raid 'kills three'

Missiles fired by a suspected US drone have killed at least three
people in north-western Pakistan, officials say.

The missiles hit a militant compound in the hills near Datta Khel
village close to Miranshah, the main town in the North Waziristan
district.

A local official told BBC Urdu that the compound was being used by
militants from the Hafiz Gul Bahadur group.

North and South Waziristan are known sanctuaries for al-Qaeda and
Taliban fighters.

The United States has recently stepped up drone attacks in the region.

More than 700 people have died in nearly 80 drone strikes since
August 2008.

Pakistan has publicly criticised drone attacks, saying they fuel support
for militants, but observers say the authorities privately condone the
strikes.

The American military does not routinely confirm drone operations,
but analysts say the US is the only force capable of deploying such
aircraft in the region.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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EU urges faster cut of UK deficit

The government's plans for reducing the budget deficit are not
ambitious enough - according to a European Commission report to be
published later this week.

The report warns that the UK is not on course to cut its deficit in line
with EU rules by a deadline of 2015.

Those rules say deficits must be below 3% of GDP, but the UK's is
expected to hit £178bn - 12.6% of GDP - this year.

Minsters insist their plans to halve the deficit in four years are less
likely to halt the economic recovery.

Last year EU finance ministers gave members the 2015 deadline to
bring their budget deficits in order.

Target missed

Under its current plans to reduce the deficit by half over four years,
the UK would miss this target.

Last week the chancellor Alistair Darling defended the government's
approach to the deficit, arguing that cutting it too quickly by reducing
government spending would harm the UK's fragile economic recovery.

A draft of the Commission's report suggests that "additional fiscal
tightening measures" beyond those already planned are needed if the
health of public finances is to be restored "within a credible timeframe".

The report also calls into question the Treasury's forecastsfor the UK's
economic growth.

Its forecast of 2% growth in 2010-11,and then 3.3%growth for the next
four years could prove optimistic, the Commission argues, should the
global economy fail to recover as strongly as expected.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Palestinians in Jerusalem clashes

Palestinians have clashed with Israeli police in East Jerusalem amid
Increased tension over settlement building and the rededication of a
synagogue.

Palestinians burned tyres and threw rocks and police fired stun
grenades as rioting broke out in a number of areas.

The rioting follows Israel's move to build 1,600 new East Jerusalem
homes, angering the US. Its Mid-East envoy, George Mitchell, has
delayed his visit.

The reopening of a synagogue in the Old City also drew Palestinian
protests.

The clashesbroke out in a number of areas,including Qalandia, the
Shu'fat refugee camp, Wadi al-Jouz, al-Eisaweyah, Silwan, Ras al-
Amoud and near the al-Agsa mosque.

The Israeli police said they had deployed 3,000 officers across the city.

The Palestinian protesters have now largely dispersed.

'‘Day of rage'

The clashescome amid a lingering US-Israel row over the settlement
announcement.

The announcement came during Vice-President Joe Biden's high-
profile Middle East visit last week, aimed at trying to kick-start stalled
peace talks.

The US says it is still awaiting a "formal" response from Israel to the
row and has urged Israel to show it is committed to Middle Eastpeace
efforts.

The US Middle Eastenvoy, George Mitchell, who was to leave for the
region on Monday, has delayed his departure.

The US Embassy in Israel has informed President Shimon Peresthat
Mr Mitchell will not be in Israel for the planned Tuesday afternoon
meeting with Mr Peres.

Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu has stood by Israel's settlements
policy, saying there can be "no curbs" on Jewish building in Jerusalem.

The reopening of the twice-destroyed Hurva synagogue closeto the al-
Agsa mosque - Islam's third holiest site - has also inflamed tension.

Militant group Hamas had declared Tuesday a "day of rage" against
the move.

11



Hatem Abdel Qader, Jerusalem affairs spokesman for the Fatah
movement of Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, said:
"This synagogue will be a prelude to violence and religious fanaticism
and extremism."

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Sri Lanka puts ex-army chief on trial

Defeated Sri Lankan presidential candidate and ex-army chief
Sarath Fonseka is set to face a court martial.

Mr Fonseka will be tried by a military tribunal on charges of
participating in politics while in office and violating military
procurement procedures.

He says the charges are politically motivated and an attempt to stop
him contesting April's parliamentary polls.

Gen Fonseka was arrested by the army last month. He lost to
incumbent President Mahinda Rajapaksa in January.

Protests against his arrest and court martial have been held in
Colombo.

Gen Fonsekawas in charge of Sri Lanka's army when it defeated the
Tamil Tiger rebels last year after 25 years of civil war.

But he and President Rajapaksafell out over who should take credit
for the victory - and both fought the presidential election boasting of
their roles in the war.

Officials have also accused Gen Fonseka of plotting a coup and the
assassination of President Rajapaksa - charges he denies - but those
accusations will not figure at the court martial.

Secret trial

Sri Lanka's ex-chief justice, Sarath Silva, has said the court martial is
unconstitutional as Gen Fonseka, in his view, is not subject to military
law.

Gen Fonseka would have to be tried in a civilian court, he said.

ANALYSIS
Charles Haviland, BBC News, Colombo

It is truly a case of the mighty having fallen.

Just 10 months ago Sarath Fonseka was the toast of Sri Lanka as the
commander who had led the army to victory over the much-feared
Tamil Tigers. Now he is a prisoner at the heavily-fortified navy
headquarters.

Sarath Fonsekadenies wrongdoing. His family and supporters say the
whole caseis political - that he is being punished for daring to stand
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against Mr Rajapaksa, and to remove him from next month's general
election. The government in turn denies that.

Whatever the truth behind it all, running through this whole Fonseka
controversy is the fact that he and the powerful Rajapaksafamily have
fallen out utterly.

Gen Fonseka's daughter, Apsara, has accused the government of
trying the retired general in order to remove him from the 8 April
parliamentary election, in which he intends to stand.

The court martial will be held at naval headquarters in the capital,
where Gen Fonseka is detained.

There he will betried, completely in secret,by a panel of officers junior
in rank to himself, the BBC's Charles Haviland reports from Colombo.

Even the wording of the charges has not been made public, our
correspondent adds.

Gen Fonseka can have his own lawyers present at the court martial
and can appeal to the higher civilian courts if he is found quilty, Sri
Lanka's military spokesman has told the BBC.

Ahead of the court martial, Gen Fonseka's Democratic National
Alliance party said he would not co-operate with the proceedings, AFP
news agency reported.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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FA may investigate Gerrard clash

Liverpool's Steven Gerrard may face disciplinary action by the
Football Association after he appeared to hit Portsmouth's Michael
Brown on Monday.

The Reds captain, whose side beat Pompey 4-1, seemed to aim an
elbow at Brown's head in the 73rd minute and was substituted
immediately afterwards.

Referee Stuart Attwell gave a foul but may be asked to assessthe
match video.

Last week at Wigan, Gerrard escaped punishment after appearing to
flash a V-sign at referee Andre Marriner.

However, Liverpool boss Rafael Benitez does not believe England
midfielder Gerrard will face repercussions from the clash with Brown,
either.

"I don't think so," said the Spaniard when asked if he was worried
about retrospective action against Gerrard.

"l haven't seen it but | was asking and | think it was nothing."

Liverpool led 3-0 when Gerrard was taken off but Benitez insisted the
substitution was not because of the incident and stated: "We were
thinking of changing Fernando Torres, Glen Johnson and Gerrard and
we did it."

Attwell awarded Portsmouth a free-kick over the incident but did not
book Gerrard.

Portsmouth manager Avram Grant also did not see the coming
together of the two players.

"They told me the ref was four metres away so | think he needsto see
from four metres what I didn't from 40 metres," said Grant.

The spat slightly overshadowed a fine Liverpool victory - one that
reignites their push for a top-four finish this season.

The victory - only their secondwin in five league matches - takes the

Redsabove Manchester City into fifth spot and right back in the hunt for
fourth place and Champions League qualification.

606: DEBATE

"Thereferesawit, gaveafoul, sothereforaunlesstheychangdherules,there
isn't anything the FA can do about'it
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"l think it was a good game - we played well, scored four goals and |
was pleased with the players,” added Benitez. "The confidence was there
and we looked like we could score at any moment.

"It was important to win this game and it will be important to win
every game now until the end of the season."

It was the perfect start to a big week for Liverpool, with the Redssetto
face Lille in the second leg of their last-16 Europa League tie on
Thursday and then facing Manchester United at Old Trafford in the
Premier League on Sunday.

Benitez believes his side, who must overturn a 1-0 first-leg deficit
against Lille, can win both games.

"The week has started really well so hopefully we can win on
Thursday and win on Sunday,” he commented. "I have confidence we
can do that."

Meanwhile, Portsmouth boss Grant paid tribute to his side's character,
despite their crushing defeat, and assured supporters he would not
allow the players to give up in the face of their near inevitable relegation.

"Every player - even those who did not play so well tonight - showed
good spirit and we could have scored before we got our late goal,” said
Grant, whose side are bottom of the table.

"We did OK until the first goal and then we concededthree very quick
goals and it was very difficult after that, of course.

"It's very difficult to keep the players going, very difficult, but we have
shown before that we can do and we will continue to do it.

"l don't want us to give up, | don't want us to surrender - we will fight
and we will see what happens."

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Cyclone causes emergency in Fiji

A state of disaster has been declared in parts of Fiji, as Cyclone
Tomas blasts through the north and east of the Pacific island country.

At least 5,000 people have had leave their homes, and 50 properties
have so far been destroyed.

Cyclone Tomas, a category four storm, is blowing at up to 170km/h
(106 mph).

The easternLau group of islands is bearing the brunt of the storm, but
the main islands of Viti Levu and Vanua Levu have escaped the worst.

"The National Disaster Council has declared a state of disaster in the
northern division and eastern division,” National Disaster Management
Office operations officer Anthony Blake said.

There is particular concern about the islands of Cikobia and Qelelevu;
nothing has been heard from them since the cyclone hit there on
Monday.

Mr Blake added that he expected the number of destroyed homes to
increase over the coming days.

Schools have closed, public services have been suspended, and
international flights have been cancelled.

There have been no casualties reported since officials said a woman
was swept away in heavy seas as the storm approached.

The cyclone was said to be moving slowly, increasing the potential for
damage.

Power and telephone lines are down in many parts of the country, and
some healthcare buildings have been damaged.

Are you in Fiji Are you on one of the outer islands and how badly
have you been affected What precautions have you taken against the
storm

Please send us your comments and experiences using the form
below.

Pleasanotethat a selectiorof your emailsmay bepublishedyiving your name
and location. If you would like to remain anonymous,pleasesay so in your
message.
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Congress votes on 9/11 healthcare

By Laura Trevelyan
BBC News, New York

A US Congressional committee will vote later on a bill providing
long-term healthcare for emergency workers who fell ill after working
at Ground Zero.

Campaigners say 800 people died as a result of exposure to toxic
materials at the site of the 9/11 attacks, and more than 10,000 are sick.

Thousands of rescue and recovery workers became severely ill after
working in the debris.

Many have respiratory diseases and some have developed cancer.
Campaign for support
Paying the medical bills for their treatment is an ongoing struggle.

Campaigners and New York politicians have been calling on the US
Congress to fund permanent healthcare for the emergency workers.

The health sub-committee of the House of Representativeswill vote on
Tuesday on whether to approve a bill which would provide $11lbn
(E£7.3bn) of long-term healthcare.

The bill has beenlanguishing in Congress,due to the big price tag and
the lack of support from congressional members outside New York.

But campaigners say the bill has more backing than ever before, as
9/11 emergency workers continue to get ill and die.

If the bill does pass the sub-committee, it would then have to be
approved by the full House of Representatives and the Senate.

This vote comes as 10,0000f the 9/11 rescue workers who becameill
consider whether to accept a $650m settlement from New York City.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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FBI to investigate Mexico deaths

American FBI agents have been sent to the Mexican border city of
Ciudad Juarez to investigate the deaths of three US citizens.

Three people connected to the consulate were killed in drive-by
shootings on Saturday in two separate incidents.

The US state department said the killings underscored the "severe and
significant danger" Mexico represents to the United States.

Mexico has blamed the killings on a gang linked to a drugs cartel.

But investigators have said it is too early to tell if those killed were
deliberately targeted.

"It could be a mistaken identity, it could be that they were targeted; we
don't know at this point,” special agent Andrea Simmons, a spokesman
for the FBI's El Paso, Texas, office told Agence France-Presse.

Some eight FBI agents will be working alongside Mexican authorities
in the investigation, she added.

Flashpoint city

On Saturday, Lesley Enrique - a US citizen working at the Juarez
consulate - her American husband, Arthur Redelf, and Jorge Alberto
Sarcido - the Mexican husband of another consular employee - were shot
dead in two separate incidents.

Both couples had just left a social event in the city when they were
killed.

Enriquez, 35, and her 34-year-old husband were killed in a hail of
bullets as they drove their car towards the US side of the border. Their
one-year-old baby was found unharmed in the back seat.

In the secondattack, gunmen opened fire on the car belonging to Jorge
Alberto Sarcido, killing him and wounding his two children.

The state department said the killings were a "tragedy".

"We all share the determination that, ultimately, through a variety of
means, we will take back these streets one community at a time," state
spokesman PJ Crowley told a news briefing.

His comments come a day ahead of a visit to the city by Mexican
President Felipe Calderon, who will make his third tour this year of the
country's most violent city to discuss the government's efforts to tackle
organised crime.
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Mexico is battling a drug war that has killed some 18,000people since
2006.

Ciudad Juarez is a major flashpoint in the battle between Mexican
drug gangs over trafficking routes to the US. More than 2,600 people
were murdered there in drug-related violence last year alone.

This article is from the BBC News website. &© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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England labour to Chittagong win

First Test, Chittagong (day five):
England 599-6 dec & 209-7 dec beat Bangladesh 296 & 331 by 181 runs
Match scorecard

By Harry Reekie

England eventually won the first Test against Bangladesh by 181
runs but were made to work hard on the final day.

Junaid Siddique and Mushfiqur Rahim survived unscathed until
lunch, with the former bringing up his first Test century in an
inspirational knock.

England looked short of ideas but Graeme Swann removed the pair in
quick succession after a 167-run stand.

The spinner then ran through the tail to finish with match figures of
10-217 as the hosts crumbled to 331 all out.

The defeat means Bangladeshgo 1-0down in the two-match seriesbut
they can hold their heads high after a morale-boosting display that had
England in real trouble for long periods.

The hosts were poor for the first two days with the ball but Siddique
and Mushfiqur's partnership under sustained pressure was of the
highest order and had England sweating on the final morning.

To what extent Tigers coach Jamie Siddons requires visible signs of
improvement remains in question but Bangladesh proved beyond
guestion that when their minds are focused, they are serious opponents.

For England this victory provided more questions than answers. The
decision to field only four bowlers - including one spinner - on a dead
pitch was cruelly exposed in the Tigers' second innings.

Indeed, Swann may have finished asthe first England off-spinner with
10 wickets in a Test match since Jim Laker but that does not tell the
whole story.

The tourists will point to the pitch as being among the most
unresponsive they have ever played on but it will be no surprise if Kent
spinner JamesTredwell is also included in the side for the second Test,
starting in Mirpur on Saturday.

Michael Carberry showed some positive signs at the top of the order
on debut and Steve Finn, who toiled away admirably on the dullest of
wickets, seems a safe bet for a place on the plane to Australia this winter.
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But any hopes of an early victory for the tourists were quickly
dispelled on the final morning as Mushfiqur and Siddique continued in
the same vein as the previous evening.

Siddique saw a convincing lbw appeal from Swann turned down and
an edge race through a huge gap in the slip cordon but survived to
surpass his previous Test best score of 78.

Mushfigur was lucky to stay afloat when a decent lbw shout from
Stuart Broad was not upheld but the pair looked eminently comfortable
at the crease. The butterflies in captain Alastair Cook's stomach were
surely increasing as overs ticked by.

Siddique's effort was made all the more impressive bearing in mind
his hapless dismissal in the first innings when the simplest of return
catches was popped back to a grinning Broad.

But there were no smiles on the England bowlers' faceswhen the left-
hander brought up a magnificent hundred with a world-class drive
through mid-off.

Finn's angry mutterings to the batsman after the landmark only served
to highlight the growing frustration of the bowlers.

The pair walked off at lunch brimming with confidence and safein the
knowledge that their side had gone two full sessions with losing a
wicket. England were well and truly in a contest and with the lead at
only 262 runs at the interval, defeat was not an impossibility.

But fears were easedin the afternoon as Swann, once again the go-to
man, made a double breakthrough for Cook's side.

Siddique's brilliant knock came to an end when he edged to Paul
Collingwood at slip before Mushfiqur, who top-scored with 79 in the
first innings, suffered a rare rush of blood on 95 and yorked himself
when advancing down the pitch.

Thereafter victory was inevitable for the tourists. All that remained to
be seenwas if the excellent Swann could complete a first 10-wicket haul
for his country.

Broad trapped Abdur Razzak before Shahadat Hossain edged behind
off Tim Bresnan but Swann typically had the final word by having
Naeem Islam caught in the deep to becomethe first England spinner to
take 10 wickets in a match on the sub-continent.

The 181-run margin will ultimately look comfortable in the record
books but England will head to Mirpur knowing it was anything but
that.

23



This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Rio eyes continued China demand

Mining firm Rio Tinto has said that China's demand for iron ore,
copper, coal and aluminium will increase dramatically during the next
15 years.

The Anglo-Australian mining company then expects India to become
the biggest consumer of such resources.

Rio made the comments in an annual report that was upbeat about its
prospects for increased production.

Earlier this year the firm reported that its profit for 2009had fallen by
14% following lower commodity prices.

Rio chief executive Tom Albanese said that he was optimistic about
long-term growth prospects, given China's anticipated demand.

“India is expected to follow, supporting a further potential wave of
strong commodity demand," he added.

Troubled relations

Separately, reports suggest that Rio Tinto is in "advanced" talks with
China's Chinalco to work together on a mining project in Guinea.

Relations between the firm and Belijing have suffered in recent months.

In Junelast year, Rio scrapped a $19.5bnChinalco in favour of atie-up
with rival giant BHP Billiton.

And four Rio workers have been indicted in China on charges of
bribery and violating commercial secrets.

Australian citizen Stern Hu, Rio Tinto's lead iron ore negotiator in
China, and Chinese nationals Liu Caikui, Ge Mingiang and Wang Yon
have been in detention since July last year.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Michael Jackson's estate sets up $200m record deal for 10
albums

The estate of Michael Jackson has agreed the biggest recording deal
in history, worth more than $200m (£133m), with Sony Music, US
reports say.

The deal reportedly involves 10 album projects over seven years -
including one of previously unreleased material.

The singer died at his Los Angeles home in June,aged 50. He was due
to stage a series of comeback concerts in Britain.

Michael Jackson'sdeath was ruled as homicide, mainly caused by the
use of the anaesthetic Propofol.

Massive debts

The contract with Sony could be worth up to $250m if certain
conditions are met, the Wall Street Journal reported on Monday, citing
sources close to the deal.

It reflects salesof Jackson'smusic and memorabilia - which have sky-
rocketed in the months since his death, making the late star one of the
biggest-earning acts of last year, says the BBC's Rajesh Mirchandani in
Los Angeles.

Sony has sold about 31 million copies of Jackson'salbums worldwide
since his death on 25 June, the report said.

His estate may soon be able to pay off some of the huge debts he left
behind, our correspondent adds.

According to US media, Jacksonalso left behind dozens of new songs,
which may be released, along with revamped packages of old hits.

More details are expected in an official announcement later on
Tuesday, but the contract is reported to include the soundtrack to the
recent film, This Is It.

The footage showed Jacksonrehearsing for his comeback tour just
days before his death from an overdose of an anaesthetic.

His doctor, Conrad Murray, who told police he had prescribed
Propofol for insomnia, has pleaded not guilty to a charge of
manslaughter.

He has always maintained that he neither prescribed nor administered
anything that should have killed the singer.
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This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Biswas on India

Is India's Maoist insurgency doomed?
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Doubts cast on US ‘runaway Prius’

Toyota Motor Corp says it has found no evidence to support a
driver's account of a widely-publicised "runaway" Prius incident in
California last week.

JamesSikes said his Prius sped out of control, but Toyota said its own
tests could not replicate the event.

Millions of Toyota models have beenrecalled after several complaints
about the braking and accelerator systems.

Toyota insists that it has found no problems with its electronics, and
that its mechanical fixes are sufficient.

Last week's incident raised new questions over Toyota's flagship
model, the hybrid Prius.

Differing accounts

Mr Sikes, 61, claimed his car suddenly accelerated on a San Diego
freeway and that he could not stop it for some 20 minutes until a
highway patrol officer helped him slow the vehicle down.

At a news conference in California, a company spokesman said the
technical findings differed significantly from the account given by the
driver.

"We may never know exactly what happened with this car
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

Toyota said its an examination of Mr Sikes's Prius showed that he
repeatedly applied the brakes some 250 times, but only lightly.

That account appearsto contradict Mr Sikes'statement - backed by the
California Highway Patrol - that he was frantically slamming on the
brakes.

"While our analysis is not finalized, Toyota believes there are
significant inconsistencies between the account of the event of 8 March
and the findings of this investigation,” Mike Michels told reporters.

"We're not calling him a liar and we're not judging what he did or did
not do," Mr Michels was quoted as saying by AFP news agency.

Earlier in the day, federal safety regulators said their analysis of the
vehicle had failed to find "anything to explain the incident that Mr Sikes
reported".
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"We would caution people that our work continues and that we may
never know exactly what happened with this car," the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) added in the statement.

Toyota already faces dozens of lawsuits that could cost it billions of
dollars.

Federal authorities are examining if there are grounds for criminal
charges.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Passions high

A robust people's movement against a major nuclear power project
has built up in a cluster of small villages on India's picturesque
Konkan coast. The BBC's Zubair Ahmed reports:

Some 350km (220 miles) from India's commercial capital, Mumbai, lies
the village of Madban overlooking the vast expanse of the Arabian Sea.

It is in this village that a 10,000 megawatt nuclear power plant is
proposed - and farmers and fishermen, backed by campaigners, are
hardening their stance against it.

People from Madban believe the project will cause havoc to the
environment and to their livelihoods.

Stunning beauty

Pravin Gavhankar, a local farmer who is leading the campaign against
the plant, expresseshis resolve in no uncertain terms: "We have been
living here for centuries; we will die but not abandon our ancestral
homes and farms."

"The nuclear plant will amount to raping the gift of nature that we have'here
Pravin Gavhankar

The nuclear power plant's director CB Jain is seemingly unperturbed
by the villagers' opposition.

He says:"We are very much excited that we are going to implement
this particular plan of the government of India very soon."

Plans for the government's ambitious nuclear power plant came after
the September2008Indo-French agreement. This was implemented soon
after the global body, the Nuclear Suppliers Group, lifted international
restrictions and permitted other countries to collaborate with India on
civil nuclear deals.

The French nuclear company Areva is setto install six nuclear reactors,
each able to produce 1,650 megawatts of power, in this part of the
coastline of western Maharashtra state.

The long coastal stretch between Mumbai and Goa is stunning in its
beauty and dotted with horticultural activity. The only big industrial
activity here is the Dabhol power plant.
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The villagers are not just opposed to the nuclear plant in their
backyard but also to nine other power projects in the region which arein
various stages of being commissioned.

Mr Gavhankar believes they will destroy the region's ecology.

“The nuclear plant will amount to raping the gift of nature that we
have here," he says.

Real concern
But Mr Jain disagrees.

"The site is most suited to the plant. It's totally barren, 80 percent of it
surrounded by sea, water is available in abundance."”

He saysthat despite the protests, the first phase of the project, that of
land acquisition, is over.

Mr Jain saysthat the next phase - procuring environmental clearances
- will be over soon.

His optimism is a cause for real concern among villagers.

In Madban and other villages on the proposed site of the plant, local
people refuse to believe that land officially acquired last month has
suddenly ceased to be theirs.

Milind Desai, a local medical practitioner, says: "There is not even a
hypothetical possibility of us leaving the village. We know the plant is
not coming here."

Campaigner Mr Gavhankar owned 150 acres of land until last month.

The government acquired his land - along with land belonging to 2,400
other farmers - in four villages.

On it, the Nuclear Power Corporation of India is to start work on the
project next year - along with Areva.

The aim is to fuel energy-starved India's continued economic growth.
Over the next decade alone, the contribution of nuclear energy is
expected to rise from just 3% to 6% of India's total needs.

But Mr Gavhankar argues that the government would do well to look
at other alternatives to produce electricity.

"We are not against progress. Nature has given us air, water and
sunlight. You can make solar energy from sunlight, wind energy from air
and the water in this long coast of the Arabian sea produces enough
waves to generate thousands of megawatts of power. Why are they not
using these natural resources" he asks.
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Campaigners from around India have now joined the resistance
movement set up by farmers and fishermen.

They have all decided to stage a protest march in Ratnagiri on 17
March to highlight what they say are safety issues overlooked by the
plans, as well as compensation schemes in case of accidents.

Collision course

Adwait Pednekar, a security expert in the energy sector, is opposing
the nuclear plant because of the dangers he says that it poses.

"First is the impact on the environment and the long term impact
becauseof radioactivity on human beings and biodiversity, including sea
life," he says.

"The entire areataken by the government is quite productive in terms
of horticulture and all that will be lost."

Environmental groups like Greenpeacesupport the campaign, arguing
that the area is environmentally and ecologically sensitive.

But the government insists that the proposed nuclear plant will not
harm the flora and fauna of the region and that eventually opposition to
it will fade away.

“It'l die down becauseit's not our project. It's their project. It's for
them," said plant director CB Jain.

It seemsthat for the time being at least the two sides remain on a
collision course.

This article is from the BBC News website. &© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Europe ministers agree Greek plan

By Nigel Cassidy
BBC Europe business correspondent

Europe's finance ministers have agreed how to help Greece in its
battle to control its finances.

After a meeting in Brussels,they revealed few details, except that they
had ruled out any loan guarantees.

For weeks, the financial markets had wondered if the EU's promised
support for Greece would ever be forthcoming.

After four hours of talks, the finance ministers of the 16 euro-zone
countries said they had agreed how they would help Greece should it
prove necessary.

Their leader, Luxembourg's Prime Minister Jean-ClaudeJuncker, said
the plan was to plug gaps that might emergein Greece'sbattle to control
its finances.

Short on detail

EU leaders will decide on the detail of the mooted financial lifeline
during a meeting on the 25 and 26 March. But it is all far from cut and
dried.

GREEK FINANCIAL CRISIS
¥ Deficit: 12.7% of output, four times higher than EU limit
¥ Debt: 300bn euros (£275bn; $410bn)
¥ Unemployment: 10%
¥ [nflation: 2.8%
Flanders: Advantage Greece
Q&A: Greece's economic woes
Why Greece's problems matter

The announcement, on the eve of the full financial ministers meeting
in Brussels, was distinctly short on detail.

Asked if the help would take the form of loan guarantees, Mr Juncker
said it would not.

He repeated that he believed Greece would not now need a bailout.
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The financial markets might beg to disagree on this point, having
raised the country's borrowing costs because of fears Greece might
default.

So one of the biggest questions still remains - how much money is
being set aside, and are the largest euro members, Germany or France,
now prepared to lead the pack and write chequesfor Greeceshould the
country be unable to meet its commitments.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Impotence 'link to heart death'

Impotence is a strong predictor of heart attack and death among
high-risk patients, German researchers have said.

The study of 1,519men who already had cardiovascular diseasefound
those who were also impotent had twice the risk of a heart attack or
death as the rest.

The University of Saarland report, published in the journal
Circulation, suggests men with impotence should be checked for
cardiovascular disease.

Some experts want doctors to ask about impotence in over-40s health
checks.

Impotence is linked to inadequate blood flow in the penile arteries.
These are much smaller than coronary arteries.

So for some men, a persistent failure to get an erection might be an
early sign that his arteries are narrowing.

"A whole segment of men is being placed at risk
Michael Bohm, lead author

The study followed men from 13 countries who already had
cardiovascular disease.It monitored whether they went on to have heart
attacks or strokes.

The participants were also asked about their erectile dysfunction at the
start, after two years and after five years.

Powerful predictor

As well asbeing twice aslikely to die or have a heart attack, those with
impotence were also 10% more likely to have a stroke and 20% more
likely to be hospitalised for heart failure, after adjusting for factors like
age and smoking.

Lead author Michael BShm said men who take medication to treat
impotence should also be checked for cardiovascular disease, but this
does not always happen.

"The medication works and the patient doesn't show up anymore," Mr
BShm said.
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“These men are being treated for the erectile dysfunction, but not the
underlying cardiovascular disease. A whole segment of men is being
placed at risk."

The study confirms previous researchthat has linked impotence and
cardiovascular disease. It has been welcomed by British experts.

Unrecognised

Richard Hobbs, professor of general practice at the University of
Birmingham, said doctors were already aware of the link, but said the
findings of this study added weight to the casefor screening of men with
impotence for the co-existence of vascular disease.

"A GP might be thought negligent not to ask about smoking, yet they
routinely fail to ask about impoterice

Dr Geoff Hackett, consultant urologist

Professor Mike Kirby, a doctor who specialisesin erectile dysfunction
and cardiovascular risk, thinks doctors should be more pro-active still.

As well as checking impotent patients for cardiovascular risks, he
wants doctors to start screening for impotence.

“This provides very good evidence to support a campaign to persuade
doctors to ask about erectile dysfunction as part of routine
cardiovascular assessment," said Professor Kirby.

He said men who were impotent often did not raise it with their
doctors becausethey were embarrassedand were not aware of the wider
health implications.

‘National disgrace’

Dr Geoff Hackett, a consultant urologist at the Good Hope Hospital in
Sutton Coldfield, said it was a "national disgrace" that medicals for
over-40s did not include questions about impotence.

He said that when GPs were trying to assesswhether a patient is at
risk of heart disease,they asked about smoking and family history. But
impotence is a more significant risk factor for cardiovascular disease
than smoking.

"A GP might be thought negligent not to ask about smoking, yet they
routinely fail to ask about impotence." he said.

A Department of Health spokespersonsaid: "Some reports do suggest
a link between erectile dysfunction and heart disease, and the
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Department of Health will keep new and emerging evidence under
review in relation to the content of the NHS Health Check programme."

The NHS Health Check programme offers five-yearly medicals to 40to
74-year-olds with the aim of preventing heart disease, stroke, diabetes
and chronic kidney disease.

They started being rolled out in 2009.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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World's shortest man dies aged 21

The world's shortest man, He Pingping, who was just 74.6cm (2ft
5in) tall, has died in Rome.

He was born in 1988in Wulanchabu, China, with a form of primordial
dwarfism, and was officially recognised as the world's shortest man in
2008.

He was admitted to hospital two weeks ago after suffering a chest
complaint and died on Saturday, but his death has only just been
announced.

Guinness World Recordssaid he had made a "huge impact around the
world".

"From the moment | laid on eyes on him | knew he was someone
special - he had such a cheeky smile and mischievous personality, you
couldn't help but be charmed by him,” said Craig Glenday, Guinness
World Records editor-in-chief.

"For such a small man, he made a huge impact around the world," he
added.

Mr Pingping was in the Italian capital to take part in the filming of a
television programme called The Record Show.

According to the TV production company Europroduzione, he had
already filmed two episodes of the programme when he complained of
feeling unwell.

"He started to feel slightly ill and we decided to take him to hospital.
He entered hospital two weeks ago and had all kinds of tests, being a
very special person he had to go though all sorts of tests. He went into
intensive care three days after he was admitted,” said Marco Fernandez
de Araoz, communications director for Europroduzione.

He said that Mr Pingping died on Saturday afternoon and, at the
request of his family, his body would be returned to China to be buried.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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SA president set for Zimbabwe visit

South African President Jacob Zuma is due to land in Zimbabwe for
a three-day trip, aiming to ease tensions within the fragile power-
sharing government.

It is thought Mr Zuma will assessthe country's readiness for an
election, which could take place next year.

President Robert Mugabe and old rival Morgan Tsvangirai, now Prime
Minister, united in government a year ago.

But they remain at odds over several key issuesand have struggled to
turn around Zimbabwe's battered economy.

The crisis in their country has forced some three million Zimbabweans
to flee across the border to South Africa, where they live as refugees.

According to South African officials, Mr Zuma is in Harare to
"facilitate the removal of obstacleswhich hinder the full implementation
of a power-sharing deal".

The BBC's Karen Allen, in Johannesburg, says it seems increasingly
likely that his focus will be ensuring that new electoral laws are in place
in time for a possible vote next year.

Mr Tsvangirai's Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) wants an
election as soon as possible to resolve political disputes with Mr
Mugabe's Zanu-PF.

The MDC has accusedMr Mugabe of breaking the power-sharing deal
by unilaterally appointing a central bank governor and attorney general.

And the trial of senior MDC politician Roy Bennett on terrorism
charges has further divided the two parties.

For his part, Mr Mugabe has angrily criticised Mr Tsvangirai for not
doing enough to have Western sanctions lifted.

On arecentvisit to the UK, Mr Zuma also tried unsuccessfully to have
those sanctions eased.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Double Falsehood turns out to be true Shakespeare, experts
decide

A play which was first discovered nearly 300 years ago has been
credited to William Shakespeare.

The work, titled Double Falsehood,was written by the playwright and
another dramatist, John Fletcher.

Theatre impresario Lewis Theobald presented the play in the 18th
century asan adaptation of a Shakespeareplay but it was dismissed asa
forgery.

But scholars for British Shakespearepublisher, Arden, now believe the
Bard wrote large parts of the play.

Researchers think the play is based on a long-lost work called
Cardenio, which was itself based on Don Quixote.

"l think Shakespeare'shand can be discerned in Act One, Act Two and
probably the first two scenesin Act Three of the play," Professor Brean
Hammond told the BBC's World Service.

Professor Hammond of Nottingham University is the editor of the
latest Arden Shakespeare collection, which includes Double Falsehood.

"At least half of the plays written in the period were written
collaboratively," Hammond told Radio 4's Today programme.

It is already established that Shakespearewrote two other plays with
Fletcher towards the end of his career, Henry VIIl and The Two Noble
Kinsman.

Professor Hammond believes Double Falsehood was written shortly
after the translation of Don Quixote came out in 1612.

The play was performed at least twice in 1613.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Un-reality TV

By Tom Esslemont
BBC News, Thilisi

Georgia is still reeling from the shock of seeing reports of a Russian
Invasion on their TV sets on Saturday evening.

Many people believed the "simulation" that was broadcast. Mobile
phone networks became inundated with panic calls and went dead.

Some people even started packing their bags, fearing a repeat of the
August 2008 Georgia-Russia war.

The shock turned to anger against Imedi TV, the private, pro-
government channel responsible for the broadcast.

Now anger has turned to inquisition.
'‘Worst-case scenario’

The first point many still find hard to understand is: Why air it in the
first place

Giorgi Arveladze, aformer government minister and now the director
of Imedi Media Holding, which overseesthe TV station, has apologised
for the broadcast, but still defends its purpose.

He told the BBC that "the idea was to show the worst-case scenario,
what could happen if things go wrong. We wanted to show something
that we never want to happen".

However, the plan backfired. He admits that he did not expectit to
provoke such panic. It's a view shared by Georgian analysts.

"The channel wanted to show that there was a genuine danger of a
Russian invasion, but it did not achieve its goal. It was counter
productive," argues Alex Rondeli, president of the Georgian Foundation
For Strategic and International Studies in Thilisi.

Dr Rondeli said it had been a mistake and had turned the public
against the channel.

Russian politicians seized on the broadcast as an opportunity to
characterise it as "reckless behaviour".

"Theymadeus experiencall thosebademotionghat we experiencedh 2008.
| don't trust the TV hostanymore.Theyairedit asif it wasreality. | don't call
that journalism

Nana Naskidashvili,
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Thbilisi resident

"This was a grandiose provocation... It will leave its trace in Georgia's
public opinion,” said Russia's envoy to Nato, Dmitry Rogozin, on the
Russia Today TV channel.

Many Georgians identified the stunt as an attempt to discredit two
opposition politicians who have ties with Russia.

Russiais still seenas an aggressorin Georgia - its troops are stationed
in two breakaway regions, South Ossetia and Abkhazia. The territories
are seen by Georgia as part of its sovereign state.

In recent months, Nino Burjanadze, who leads a non-parliamentary
opposition party, went to Moscow to meet Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin. It was a move that made the government and its supporters
identify her as a traitor.

Yet she and the Russian authorities agree that President Mikhall
Saakashvili's government had a hand in the broadcast.

"l can't imagine any normal country where things like that could be
possible, where somebody could call you a traitor or an agent of another
country,” shetold journalists during a demonstration outside Imedi TV
headquarters after Saturday night's broadcast.

"I am more than sure that Georgian people will make a choice for
stability, for unity of the country, for democracy. And for that we needto
change this criminal, irresponsible government,” she said.

Saakashvili response

In a statement, the Russian foreign ministry spokesman, Andrei
Nesterenko, said: "The Georgian president has not hidden his approval
of the scandalous programme, whose scenario he dubbed as close to
reality as possible."

The Georgian government, for its part, has denied that it played arole,
but on Sunday Mr Saakashvili appeared to defend it, saying the televised
scenariowas "extremely closeto what can happen and to what Georgia's
enemy has conceived".

So,what conclusions can be drawn from the broadcast and reaction to
it

It appears to have opened the Georgian government to Russian
criticism.
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It has angered and upset members of its own population - those like
Nana Naskidashvili, a resident of Thilisi who saw the broadcast.

"They made us experience all those bad emotions that we experienced
in 2008.1 don't trust the TV host anymore. They aired it as if it was
reality. | don't call that journalism,"” she said.

And it has made many people question the nature or existence of
government support in Imedi TV.

As for the goal of the hoax broadcast, which was surely an attempt to
make Georgians understand what could happen were they to support
Russian-backed opposition politicians, only time will tell whether it has
succeeded or failed.

This article is from the BBC News website. &© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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US hand over of prison to Iraqis

US forces have handed over a prison to the Iragi government ahead
of a planned withdrawal of troops.

The Jail at Camp Taji north of Baghdad holds 3,000inmates, mostly
"low level insurgents”, the military said.

Only a small number of inmates have been convicted of a crime with
most detained because of Iragi government-issued arrest warrants.

The prison is a small part of a US military base, which will remain
under American control.

The issue of prisons has been contentious since abuse was uncovered
at Abu Ghraib prison in 2004.

The prison in Camp Taji was opened in 2008.

The US plans to halve its force of around 100,000present in Iraq by
August and pull almost all the rest out by the end of 2011.

The US military controls one other prison in Iraq, while all others
including the notorious Abu Ghraib have been handed over to the Iraqgis.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Somali deal to tackle militants

A powerful Sufi Muslim group has joined Somalia's government to
tackle hardliners from al-Shabab, which has links to al-Qaeda.

The deal, signed at the African Union headquarters in Ethiopia, is seen
as a significant military boost for the beleaguered UN-backed
government.

The Ahlu Sunna Wal Jamaagroup controls several areas in central
Somalia, where it has been fighting al-Shabab.

AU head JeanPing welcomed the deal as a historic opportunity for
peace.

He urged al-Shabab to lay down its weapons.

Al-Shabab and its allies control much of southern Somalia, while the
government, backed by AU peacekeepers,controls only a few parts of
the capital, Mogadishu.

"We have agreed to share power," said Somali Prime Minister Omar
Abdirashid Ali Sharmarke at the signing ceremony.

Under the deal, Ahlu Sunnawill be given five ministries and its forces
will be incorporated into the government's security structures.

Ahlu Sunna and al-Shabab have very different interpretations of Islam.
However, some Ahlu Sunna factions have opposed the deal.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.

46


http://news.bbc.co.uk

EU's Ashton condemns settler plan

The EU's new foreign policy chief, Catherine Ashton, has begun a
Middle East tour amid tension over an Israeli housing project in East
Jerusalem.

The EU is part of the Middle East Quartet, which has condemned
Israel's plan to build 1,600 new homes for Jewish settlers in East
Jerusalem.

Egypt says it has asked Lady Ashton to convey to Israel "the
international community's anger" over the project.

She plans to visit the Gaza Strip after Egypt, the first leg of her tour.

Lady Ashton, officially the EU's High Representative, held talks with
Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed Abul Gheit in Cairo on Monday. She
will later travel to Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel and the Palestinian
Territories.

The EU is the largest aid donor to the Palestinians, providing 1bn
euros (£905m; $1.4bn) annually - half of it from the European
Commission.

Pressure for peace

Speaking before her tour, Lady Ashton said "there is a sense of
urgency at the moment and a need to make progress on the Arab-Israeli
conflict".

She said she was "hopeful” of visiting Gaza.

"I want to seefor myself how we are spending our money and what
kind of impact it has on the ground," she said.

The Quartet, which also includes the UN, Russia and the US, has
called for an urgent resumption of dialogue between Israel and the
Palestinians. It will review the situation at a meeting in Moscow on
Friday.

Last month the European Court of Justice ruled that Israeli goods
made in Jewish settlements in the occupied West Bank cannot be
considered Israeli.

It meant goods made by lIsraelis or Jewsin the West Bank will not
benefit from a trade deal giving Israel preferential access to EU markets.

Jewish settlements in the West Bank are illegal under international
law.
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This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Explosions hit Nigeria oil talks

Two suspected car bombs have been set off in the Nigerian oil city
of Warri, where officials were in talks over an amnesty for militants in
the area.

Witnesses said the explosions shattered windows at the state
governor's office and sent officials fleeing for cover.

The militant group Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta
(Mend) had issued a bomb threat earlier.

Severalarmed groups recently agreed to an amnesty, but some Mend
leaders rejected the government's offer.

A Mend leader announced in January that a temporary ceasefirewas
over.

Fair share

In Warri, withesses reported seeing huge plumes of smoke rising into
the air.

There were no reports of injuries.

"There were car bombs - two of them,” Delta State government
spokesman Linus Chima told AFP news agency.

"The first one exploded just asthe governors came in and the second
one was about 30 minutes later."

"l think the intention is obvious, just to scuttle the talks and make it
seem as if Warri in Delta State is not safe."

For years, armed groups have causedhavoc in the oil-rich Niger Delta,
abducting oil workers and sabotaging pipelines.

They claim they are fighting for a fairer share of oil wealth for local
people.

But their critics say they use the money they get from illegal oil sales
and ransoms to buy weapons and fund more militant activities.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Israel closes protest villages

The Israeli Defence Force has barred Israelis and foreigners from
two West Bank villages, the scene of protests against Israel's
"separation wall".

Soldiers have posted flyers declaring areasaround the villages of Bilin
and Nilin are "closed military zones".

The restriction applies to the areasevery Friday, the day that protests
are held, for the next six months.

Activists have beenprotesting against the barrier for five yearsin what
they say are mostly peaceful demonstrations.

But the Israeli Defence Force says it considers the riots to be "violent
and illegal”.

'Inciters’

Around 100members of the security forces have beeninjured policing
the demonstrations, a spokesman said.

"Every week violent, illegal riots take place in the area of Nilin and
Bilin, during the course of which members of the security forces are
wounded and heavy damage is causedto the security fence and to public
property," a statement from the IDF said.

“In an effort to prevent the inciters of theseriots from reaching the area
in which the riots take place, three weeks ago, OC Central Command
signed an order designating the area between the fence and the villages
of Nilin and Bilin as a closed military zone."

KEY BACKGROUND

West Bank village marks five years of protest
Guide to West bank barrier

Working the West Bank checkpoints
Activists break West Bank barrier

In the shadow of an Israeli settlement

The statement said residents of the villages were exempt from the
order.

Protests at the "separation barrier", a fence between Palestinian land
and lIsraeli settlements, had attracted young Israelis and peace activists
from around the world.
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Some demonstrations had also been attended by stone-throwing
Palestinian youths.

Israeli security services have fired tear gas, stun grenades, rubber
bullets and on occasion live rounds at protesters.

There have been two fatalities among protesters and an American
peace activist remains in a coma after being hit by a rubber bullet.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Who will win Thai power struggle?

The Thai prime minister has rejected a call from protesters to call
elections. How can the political crisis be resolved?
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Cyber command

Patrick Jackson
BBC News

The US is in the process of creating a unified cyber command, to
fight the conventional wars of the future, which the Pentagon has no
doubt, will include a cyber element.

Looking out of a window in London's Canary Wharf, Daniel Kuehl
gestures randomly towards a high-rise.

A seasonof reports exploring the extraordinary power of the internet,
including:
¥ Digital giants - top thinkers in the business on the future of the
web
¥ Mapping the internet- a visual representation of the spread of the
web over the last 20 years
¥ Global Voices- the BBC links up with an online community of
bloggers around the world
What is SuperPower

"Let's just assumethat somewhere in that building there are a bunch of
cyber systems, networks, routers, that are militarily important to take
out," he said.

"Which would you think would be the better way of doing it in terms
of this neighbourhood To make it stop working through a bunch of key
strokes or to put alaser-guided, 1,000-lbweapon through the third floor
and blow it to shreds

"We're really good at that second operation - but there might be some
advantages to doing it the first way."

The Pentagon is creating its first fully fledged cyber command -
USCybercom - to improve its ability to wage war with key strokes.

'Precision disruption’

There will be "one guy in charge of cyber defence and offense”, says
Mr Kuehl, who helped plan the air campaign for the first Gulf War
before becoming the professor of information operations at the National
Defense University in Washington.

Amit Yoran, a former cyber security director at the Department of
Homeland Security, and now head ofNetwitness Corp,defines cyber war
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as "the use of information technologies for the purposes of conducting
warfare".

"Thereis a lot of concernin [China and Russia]that the US is seekingto
achievan cyberspacthe samedominancat is perceivedo havein the realmsof
conventional and nuclear weapons, and space

Nigel Inkster
International Institute for Strategic Studies

"That could be using a computer network or a cyber attack to take
systemsout and make them inoperable and deny accessto the legitimate
users of those systems at a critical point in time," he says.

"It could also be cyber system exploitation which | would define as
compromising systems,accessingdata and using that information but in
a more covert way, not necessarily tipping off what you have accessto
and how you are using it, perhaps for later attack purposes."

Dr Kuehl, in London recently for theCyber Warfare 2010 conference,
believes the day may come when Pentagon computer experts will enjoy
the same kind of combat status as jet pilots or frigate commanders.

Their weapon of "precision disruption” has the potential to be more
efficient, more effective, less damaging, less life-threatening than a
kinetic weapon," he says.

But aswith pilots and warship commanders, as US cyber warriors get
stronger, so may their potential adversaries.

Hitting banks

Summer of 2008,Beijing Olympics. As the world settlesdown to watch
the Games, war erupts deep in the Caucasus Mountains. Georgian
rockets fly, Russian tanks roll, - and Russian hackers storm Georgian
websites.

Some experts regard this as the first cyber war.

"[Setting up USCybercom]not simple and it's not done unlessthere are
perceived to be very, very pressing reasons for dding so

Daniel Kuehl
US National Defense University
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"We saw a military mobilisation by Moscow into South Ossetia
accompanied by clearly orchestrated cyber attacks against the Georgian
government's communication systems and the banking system,” says
Nigel Inkster, director of transnational threats and political risk at
London think tank The International Institute for Strategic Studies (1ISS).

The planners in Moscow were quite careful, he says, calibrating the
“proportionality and focus" of the cyber attack to remain "broadly in line
with the law of armed conflict (LOAC)".

The law does not permit attacks on civilians or civilian infrastructure
that does not directly contribute to the state's ability to prosecute the
conflict, and while the attacks on the banking system arguably target
civiians unduly, Mr Inkster says, "in a country which still
predominantly operates a cash economy that would be debatable”.

While the exact level of Russia's cyber military organisation is not
clear, and China does not have a formal cyber arm, the creation of
USCybercom is clearly a response to the two countries’ "greatly
increased activity in this arena", says Mr Inkster, a former deputy head
of the British foreign intelligence agency MIG6.

So, are we witnessing the first steps in a new arms race

“There is alot of concernin both countries [China and Russia] that the
US is seeking to achieve in cyberspace the same dominance it is
perceived to have in the realms of conventional and nuclear weapons,
and space," says Mr Inkster.

USCybercomwill cover all four armed services,eachof which recently
gathered its cyber components into one unit: 24th Air Force, 10th Fleet,
Army Forces Cyber Command and Marine Corps Cyber Command.

The oldest of these24th Air Forcedescribes itself as an "operational
warfighting organization that establishes, operates, maintains and
defends [US Air Force] networks and exploits and attacks threat
networks".

Headquartered in Texas,it comprises 3,339military, 2,975civilian and
1,364 contractor personnel and one of its key units, 67th Network
Warfare Group, prides itself on having a presence"on every continent
except Antarctica”, which is a demilitarised zone.

‘Significant target'
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Brig Gen Charles Shugg, vice-commander of the 24th, explains that the
very nature of the air force requires strong cyber defences.

"We have become dependent on our information networks to
accomplish our mission, and while those information systems have
greatly improved our capabilities, they have become a significant target
for our adversaries," he says.

Some senseof its area of operations was given in February, when it
announced awards for five of its "cyber warriors".

One was honoured for leading and anti-virus script initiative "that
reduced risk to personal computers by 85%" and "crafting 17 courses of
action in response to adversary tactics, which countered a major threat".

Another "secured 425 gateways, 650,000 personal computers and
300,000users and identified a flaw in the policy governing use of USB
drives in the force, thus "protecting the network from a viable threat".

Not everyone is convinced of USCybercom's military value. One US
official atthe London conferencesaid that if cyber warfare was a WMD it
was only a weapon of "mass disruption, not destruction".

But the US Senateis expectedto confirm Lt Gen Keith Alexander, who
also heads theUS National Security Agency (NSA).as head of
USCybercom in the near future.

If this happens, he will rise to the rank of a four-star general, and his
new command will get its badge and take its place in the military.

"Believe me, creating an organisation led by an officer of that rank is
not easy," says Daniel Kuehl.

"It's not simple and it's not done unless there are perceived to be very,
very pressing reasons for doing so. We are deadly serious about this."

This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Wembley's secret

By Mike Thomson
BBC News

English Sporting icons don't come much bigger than Wembley
Stadium but few realise that it owes some of its splendour to the
labour of German prisoners of war.

The news, which follows an investigation by BBC Radio 4's Document
programme, may come as a shock to many England fans who view
Germany as their fiercest sporting rivals.

In 1948 the stadium was to host the Olympics and the area around
needed to be redeveloped.

The trouble was that the carnage of WWII and the need to maintain a
vast standing army had left Britain with a big manpower shortage.

The solution was to fill the gaps with German POWSs, many of whom
were still held captive in the country, nearly three years after the war
had ended.

Initially it was decided that the POWSs, who were housed in camps
across Britain, would be put to work sweeping up cigarette butts and
other sorts of rubbish and rubble.

The proposal led to an outcry in the press. It was widely feared that
the sight of POW being used in this way so long after the war would
reflect very badly on the country.

A columnist at the Daily Expresswrote: "POW squad makes me blush
for Britain. The games threaten to involve us all in one thoroughly
unedifying event not on the programme.

"It is fair to assume that the Ministry of Labour will think very hard
before indenting for a slave squad to operate quite so publicly and before
guite so many overseas visitors."

Food rationing

Such concerns were shared by the Olympics Minister, Philip Noel
Baker.

The archives show that after sharing his thoughts with government
colleaguesthere was a change of plan. The POWs would not be used for
rubbish clearance after all. Instead their labour would be deployed on
building construction and the road leading to Wembley's hallowed turf.
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The following announcement was made of behalf of Wembley
Stadium Ltd: "In view of the adverse reaction they are now proceeding
with the idea. They are however, employing German Prisoners of War
on the preparatory work.

"The idea came to them becausethe local council, who are widening
the approach roads, were using German Prisoner of War labour. The
stadium authorities applied for German labour and are now employing
44 Germans out of a total of 123."

Ironically, Germany was not invited to compete in the games even
though the labour of dozens of its captive nationals had been used to
help build the infrastructure.

At one point, in 1946,there were 400,000German prisoners of war in
Britain. The majority were sent to work the land.

With Britain and much of Europe still in the grip of food rationing
they were needed to harvest crops. At this time one in five farm workers
in Britain were German POWSs.

Although the conditions they lived in were much better than those in
other parts of Europe and luxury compared to the dreadful Soviet labour
camps, they faced harsh restrictions.

Under what was called the Fraternization ban they were initially
forbidden to mix with local people.

Warning notices went up all over Britain: "German prisoners of war
are being employed in this neighbourhood. These men are forbidden to
fraternise with members of the public, exceptin so far as may be strictly
necessary for the efficient performance of their work."

Without any news of when they would be allowed to go home, many
German POWs suffered from depression and records show that some
took their own lives.

Questions were raised in the House of Commons about why the men
were still in captivity.

Public concern

Someargued that Britain was in breach of the Geneva Convention for
not releasing the POWSs as soon as fighting had finished.

The government denied the charge. It claimed that the convention did
not apply becauseno actual peacedeal had been signed with Germany
which had surrendered unconditionally.
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Ministers further insisted that the use of German POW labour was
entirely justified because Germany had started the war and was
therefore to blame for Britain's labour shortage.

But public concern at the POW's continued detention led to the rules
being relaxed gradually.

By 1947they were able to go to pubs and dancesand some were even
invited to British families' homes for Christmas dinner.

This was how POW Rudi Drabner, who had fought on the Russian
front, met his wife to be, Anne, from Hawick in Scotland.

Shehad already beendating the dark, curly haired Rudi and asked her
parents if he could join them on Christmas Day.

"My mother knew we were going together then and she said, well, you
can bring him. She really liked him," she said.

Rudi, now 89 and with a shock of grey hair, nodded and smiled before
saying: "It was nice, | enjoyed it right away."

When the last German POWs finally went home in July 1948, more
than three years after the fighting had finished, Rudi was not amongst
them.

Instead, he was one of 15,000 former German prisoners who had
decided to settle in Britain.

Married to Anne for more than 60 years now, he still enjoys driving
around Scotland'srural roads. To hear him talking it is asif he had never
been a prisoner.

"When you get a bit of snow on the hill round about it looks beautiful
with the sun shining on them. I've really enjoyed every day."

Hear morein Mike Thomson'sreportfor Radio4'sDocumentprogrammeat
2000GMT on Monday 15 March or afterwards vRlayer

This article is from the BBC News website. &© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Is US politics nastier than ever?

US President Barack Obama has given his angriest speech since he
was elected while a debate rages over his healthcare reforms. Mark
Mardell considers whether America really is more divided than ever.

When the bearded activist in wraparound sunglassesput his hand on
my shoulder, | felt his anger.

Not in an intuitive Californian sense - his jittering arm physically
transmitted the motion of a body literally trembling with rage.

He was part of what is known as the Tea Party movement, the
conservative opposition to Washington politics.

He was part of a demonstration outside a college in Philadelphia,
where President Obama was about to give a speech on his plans for
healthcare reform.

Taking his hand off my shoulder, the protester pointed to his placard.
On it was a cartoon of the president asBatman's arch villain, the Joker,in
white make-up with a creepy, clownish, slash of scarlet for a mouth.

He jabbed at one word on the banner: war. "That is what it means," he
told me. "War. Civil war."

There is little doubt American politics is going through atorrid period
but is it really nastier than before

Every day | am told the frustration with Washington is greater, politics
IS more vicious, more partisan, America is more divided than ever.

The Washington Post writes of chaos, a political storm, disarray and
disorder. And that is all in just one edition of the paper.

| was chatting with a veteran American cameraman who has covered
every presidential election for 30 years.

He believes the poll in 2012 will be the nastiest yet.
Below the belt

Certainly the casefor the prosecution is strong and healthcare has its
fingerprints over most of the exhibits.

One congressmanhas accusedthe president's chief of staff of being the
son of the spawn of the deuvil.

The odd thing is, they are both Democrats.

The congressmanclaims he was forced to resign, not becausehe made
lascivious remarks to a male staff member after apparently drinking 15
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gin and tonics and numerous bottles of champagne, but because he
voted the wrong way on healthcare.

Healthcare is also central to a Powerpoint presentation by Republican
fundraisers, which features the cartoon | have mentioned before.

Not only is the president depicted asthe Joker, but the Speakerof the
House Nancy Pelosiis shown as Cruella de Ville, and the Leader of the
Senate Harry Reid is pictured as Scooby Doo.

The associationwith possibly the most irritating cartoon character ever
does seem below the belt, and the Republican leadership has distanced
itself from the planned campaign and its slogan: Savethe country from
trending toward socialism.

While it is clearly too late to stop the US trending toward using nouns
as verbs, | can ask: "Is the US trending towards the nastiest set of
elections ever"

"Thesharpdivisionsbetweerpartiesthat arenormalin British and European
politics have been muddier here

But surely the political atmosphere now is not assour asit was when |
was a teenager,when you could feel the waves of hatred towards Nixon
washing across the Atlantic.

Is it worse now than in the era of race riots and Vietham protests,
when students were shot dead on campus

Is it worse than when congressmen shared cosy bipartisan drinks on
the Hill, but Americans could not share the same drinking fountain
Hardly.

But perhaps this is the latest tremor in a decades-long seismic
realignment of American politics.

It seemsto me the sharp divisions between parties of left and right that
are normal in British and European politics have been muddier here.

The broad coalitions often reached deep into each other's middle
ground. A lot of it is to do with the legacy of their civil war.

Cultural gulf

The Democrats could never becomea serious liberal or left-wing party
while so many of their members from the South defended white
supremacy.
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Those days may be long gone but there are still social and fiscal
conservatives who might be more comfortable as Republicans but are in
fact Democrats, because, well, because Grandaddy was.

One British left-winger used to say: "There are two parties in American
politics; one is like our Conservative Party. So is the other.”

He had a point. But perhaps not any more.

The people on both sides who paraded their bitter divisions on the
streets during the 60sand 70s have been steadily moving indoors, into
the Senate, the Congress and the White House.

And America cannot really get used to the fact politics cannot be
bipartisan while there is such an ideological gulf between people and
parties.

At that Philly rally, I chat to several white-haired ladies who joke that
my TV microphone looks just like their feather duster.

"There are people in the US who would see David Cameron as a Socialist

A retired couple, enjoying one of the first Spring-like days since the
snow, placidly sharetheir firm beliefs with me: Obama, they maintain, is
a socialist and healthcare is about a government power grab.

This is where there is a cultural gulf. No Conservative party in Europe
would touch Obama's proposals. They are far too right-wing.

And there are people in the US who would seeDavid Cameron as a
socialist, after all he supports a state-run national health service.

One version of the many Tea Party pledges | have seen has, as point
seven:'l work hard for what | have and | will share it with who | want
to. Government cannot force me to be charitable.'

One of the refreshing things about American politics is that it
questions what to us has become common place.

While they may argue about the detail, all British political parties
support the redistribution of wealth through a progressive tax system.

Many in the Tea Party movement see that as creeping socialism. This is
about what sort of country America becomes- and it is bound to get
even angrier.

How to listen to: From Our Own Correspondent

BBC Radio 4: Saturdays, 1130. Second weekly edition on Thursdays,
1100 (some weeks only)
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BBC World Service: Segprogramme schedules
Download the podcast

Listen oniPlayer

Story by story at theprogramme website

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Tidy tents and pretty plaits in Haiti

Thanks to the efforts of various charities, huge tented communities
have been set up in Haiti. Survivors of the earthquake and tremors are
making the most of their new life under canvas, which, as Christine
Finn finds, could be home for a long time to come.

Madame Elizabeth Pierre is wearing heels.

In days touring tented villages in earthquake-hit Haiti she is the first
person | have seenwearing anything other than sensible flat shoes or
flip-flops to cope with this unstable terrain.

Madame Elizabeth is the community leader of a camp in Port au
Prince. Her heels and a neat pink handbag, were "cadeaux - gifts," she
tells me.

Of course, the people all around me are either wearing the clothes they
had on when the earthquake hit, or donated ones.

Madame Elizabeth's turn-out was a nod to normality after the
ordinariness of domestic life had been destroyed in less than a minute.

Until 12 January, Madame Elizabeth was a kindergarten teacher. Now
she is living in a tent and overseeing her village of extended families,
sharing their concernsover drinking water, latrines, and night-time raids
by robbers.

Still smiling

| am touring the tented sites with Deidre Grant of the Irish NGO,
Haven - shelter experts already working in Haiti when the earthquake
struck.

There are improvised neighbourhoods everywhere you look. They
range from shanty-towns grown out of salvaged wood and curtains, to
lines of donated geodesic domes, as neat as a Scouts' jamboree.

Some people still have their old neighbours as neighbours under
canvas. For others, it's a whole new community.

By day, the men go looking for work, or guard their ruined property.
The women cook, mind the children, sweep out the tents. The children
tend to those younger than them, carry water, and rice bags.

"For Haitians, tended hair is a sign of retained digriity

We head deep into Port au Prince city to investigate an urgent call for
latrines.
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The owner of an ice factory hasgiven up the spacearound his site, and
facilities are needed for the hundreds of people staying there in
abandoned cars, or in shelters made from sheetsof plastic held down by
rubble.

But children with tidy plaits - their hair reddened from malnutrition -
are still smiling.

Retaining dignity

At a Turkish Red Crescent camp, we distribute hygiene kits, which
include shampoo.

At every site, | see women braiding hair, and barbers trimming.

For Haitians, tended hair, rather than make-up, is a sign of retained
dignity.
Kamel, the camp's organiser, was part of the relief team for the 1999

Turkish earthquake. He shows me around the neat streets of pristine
cream tents.

His "five star" camp has four basketball teams. Kamel hopes his team -
"Haitian 50 cents team" as he calls them - could play against other camps.

He proudly explains his site had once beena garbage dump. He had it
cleared, constructed a wall for security, and pitched 166 tents.

Kamel introduces me to the psychologist on his team: "Women," he
tells me, "are more seriously affected by the earthquake becausewhen it
happened, in late afternoon, so many of them were at home."

| look at the touching signs of domesticity - earthquake rubble
fashioning a kind of front yard, boulders used to demarcate a wall,
women proudly brushing their space with brooms.

Aftershocks

Kamel said many are calling their tent their house: "Now, I'd like to
show you a special one," he said, stopping in front of an outdoor kitchen
where Madame Faviola is cooking.

| am ushered inside. Madame has installed a carpet, and fashioned a
bedroom space with deep pink netting, and a chain of paper hibiscus
blooms. A wind-up radio is playing ballads.

Furniture, salvaged from the wreckage of her home, includes a
sideboard on which are arranged precious things, gathered from the
rubble, including framed baby photos, and tiny china ornaments.

Kitchen utensils are neatly arrayed underneath. Everything is spotless.
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Tented villages are only meant to be temporary, but many of the
people | meet say that with the continuing aftershocks they feel safer out
in the open - as | found out over two nights of "mild" quakes -
magnitude 4.7 or so - while staying with the Haven team at their "safe"
house in the suburbs.

| lie rigid with fear asthe building shudders, lurches, and sways. | had
given away my tent but wish I, too, was out in the open. Indoors, 10
seconds seems an eternity.

People in the camps tell me the next day they had stirred at the new
tremors, then slept on, safein these brave, new communities formed out
of disaster.

Where home-made kites fly alongside Haitian flags, washing dries on
lines strung between tents, footballs are driven into makeshift goals,
spaghetti bubbles in outside pots, and people gather for church services
on Sundays, dressed in dazzling whites - and heels, if they have them.

How to listen to: From Our Own Correspondent

BBC Radio 4: Saturdays, 1130. Second weekly edition on Thursdays,
1100 (some weeks only)

BBC World Service: Segprogramme schedules
Download the podcast

Listen oniPlayer

Story by story at theprogramme website

This article is from the BBC News website. &© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Earth Watch

Ugly rumours put rhinos and tigers on extinction road
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Entertainment

Waterhouse memorial service due

The late author and playwright Keith Waterhouse will be
remembered during a thanksgiving service in London later.

One of Britain's most prolific writers, he passed away in September,
aged 80.

Waterhouse made his screenwriting debut on the 1961 film Whistle
Down The Wind, but he remains best known for the 1959 novel Billy
Liar.

Leeds-born Waterhouse wrote more than 60 books, plays and
television scripts to his credit and was a regular newspaper columnist.

The service is scheduled to take place at St Paul's Church - often
referred to as The Actor's Church - in London's Covent Garden.

Waterhouse's twice-weekly column appeared in the Daily Mirror for
16 years. He transferred to the Daily Mail in 1986 and retired from his
post last May.

Paul Dacre, editor of the paper, has previously referred to Waterhouse
as a "genius".

He also wrote the popular 1970stelevision series Budgie and Worzel
Gummidge, starring Jon Pertwee and Una Stubbs - returning to pen
Worzel Gummidge Down Under in the 1980s.

Waterhouse's work - including the text book Waterhouse on
Newspaper Style - brought him a Fellowship of the Royal Society of
Literature, and in 1991 he became a CBE.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Abba receive Hall of Fame honour

Swedish pop band Abba have been inducted into the US Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame, along with British bands Genesis and The Hollies.

Abba's Benny Andersson and Anni-Frid Lyngstad accepted their
trophies, but Bjorn Ulvaeus and Agnetha Faltskog did not attend the
ceremony in New York.

Andersson said: "I speak for all of us, we are deeply, deeply
honoured."

He added that the band, who had hits with Dancing Queen and
Waterloo, would never perform together again.

'Rebellious and restless'

After winning the Eurovision song contestin 1974, Abba went on to
releasea string of hits, including Knowing Me, Knowing You and Super
Trouper.

During the awards ceremony, Andersson accompanied Faith Hill on
the piano asthe country star sang one of their songs, The Winner Takes
It All.

Lyngstad, who was once married to Andersson, said: "I am truly very
touched by what once started as partnerships along time ago - and that
this has brought us here tonight."

Genesiswere inducted by Trey Anastasio of Phish, whose band paid
tribute to both incarnations of Genesis- the original line-up, fronted by
Peter Gabriel, and the trio, led by drummer Phil Collins.

Anastasio called the band "rebellious, restlessand constantly striving
for something more".

He added: "Every musical rule and boundary was questioned and
broken.

"It's impossible to overstate what impact this band and musical
philosophy had on me as a young musician. I'm forever in their debt."

Gabriel did not attend the ceremony. Former bandmate Mike
Rutherford said: "He has a very legitimate and genuine excuse. He's
actually starting a tour."

One of The Hollies' founding members, Allan Clarke, recalled how, as
a child, he told his father he was going to become a professional
musician, only to be reminded that bands had a lifespan of three or four
years.
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"Well, Dad, I'm being inducted into a museum. How's that for
longevity" he joked.

Other inductees at the annual ceremony at The Waldorf-Astoria hotel
were reggae superstar Jimmy Cliff and Iggy Pop and the Stooges.

Artists are only eligible for the Hall of Fame honour 25 years after the
release of their first single.

Around 600 music industry professionals decide on who should be
honoured.

This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Michael Jackson in 'biggest' record deal

The estate of Michael Jackson has agreed the biggest recording deal
in history, worth more than $200m (£133m), with Sony Music, US
reports say.

The deal reportedly involves 10 album projects over seven years -
including one of previously unreleased material.

The singer died at his Los Angeles home in June,aged 50. He was due
to stage a series of comeback concerts in Britain.

Michael Jackson'sdeath was ruled as homicide, mainly caused by the
use of the anaesthetic Propofol.

Massive debts

The contract with Sony could be worth up to $250m if certain
conditions are met, the Wall Street Journal reported on Monday, citing
sources close to the deal.

It reflects salesof Jackson'smusic and memorabilia - which have sky-
rocketed in the months since his death, making the late star one of the
biggest-earning acts of last year, says the BBC's Rajesh Mirchandani in
Los Angeles.

Sony has sold about 31 million copies of Jackson'salbums worldwide
since his death on 25 June, the report said.

His estate may soon be able to pay off some of the huge debts he left
behind, our correspondent adds.

According to US media, Jacksonalso left behind dozens of new songs,
which may be released, along with revamped packages of old hits.

More details are expected in an official announcement later on
Tuesday, but the contract is reported to include the soundtrack to the
recent film, This Is It.

The footage showed Jacksonrehearsing for his comeback tour just
days before his death from an overdose of an anaesthetic.

His doctor, Conrad Murray, who told police he had prescribed
Propofol for insomnia, has pleaded not guilty to a charge of
manslaughter.

He has always maintained that he neither prescribed nor administered
anything that should have killed the singer.
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This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Tributes to music venue founder

Tributes have been paid to the owner of one of Wales' best known
rock venues, who has died at the age of 66.

John Sicolo opened TJ'sin Newport nearly 40 years ago and was a
favourite of the late DJ John Peel.

Oasis, Echo and The Bunnymen, Manic Street Preachersand Primal
Scream were among bands who appeared there.

Music promoter Julian Blake paid tribute to Mr Sicolo, saying: "He was
a legend who brought many bands to Newport."

In recent years the venue has struggled financially, and Mr Sicolo had
been planning to auction memorabilia from the club to keep it open. A
benefit concert was also in the pipeline.

Mr Blake added: "He put Newport on the global music map to the
extent that Newport was said to be the new Seattle."

Mr Sicolo had been in hospital this week for a replacement knee
operation.

'Rest in peace’

One of the TJ'sstaff told BBC Wales that Mr Sicolo had died at 0600
GMT on Sunday at the Royal Gwent hospital, Newport.

"The causeof death is not yet known," he said, adding, "Restin pace,
mate."

He said Mr Sicolo's family would be releasing a statement on Monday.

Mr Sicolo was a former merchant navy seaman,where he served as a
cook. He founded the club in 1971, first christening it El Sieco'sbefore
renaming it TJ's Disco.

Among Welsh bands who performed at the Clarence Placevenue were
Gorky's Zygotic Mynci and Catatonia.

Joe Strummer, who was an art student called Woody in Newport
before finding fame with The Clash, played at the club a number of times
in the years before his death in 2005.

Another late rock star with a link to TJ'sis Nirvana front man Kurt
Cobain, who is said to have watched his wife-to-be Courtney Love
perform there with her band, Hole.

The late BBC DJ and presenter John Peel dubbed the venue "the
legendary TJs" on his radio shows.
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Tributes to Mr Sicolo have been made on social network sites, Twitter
and Facebook by fans of TJ's.

"RIP John Sicolo. You were a legend, | just hope TJ's might live on,"
said Paul Lloyd, from Cwmbran, on Twitter.

"Sad to hear about the passing of John Sicolo. He was a true
gentleman, and helped me in many ways. He will be greatly missed,"
wrote lan Hewett, from Cardiff.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting

Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Kate Winslet and Sam Mendes split

Actress Kate Winslet and her husband Sam Mendes have split up,
their lawyers have announced.

"Kate and Sam are saddened to announce that they separated earlier
this year," said a statement by lawyers Schillings.

Winslet and director Mendes married in a low-key private ceremony
in the Caribbean in 2003.

It was Winslet's second marriage, following her divorce from film
director Jim Threapleton after three years of marriage.

The statement added: "The split is entirely amicable and is by mutual
agreement.

"Both parties are fully committed to the future joint parenting of their
children. They ask that the media respect the privacy of the family."

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Kate Winslet and Sam Mendes

Oscar-winning couple Kate Winslet and Sam Mendes have
announced they are to separate after six years of marriage.

The couple married in 2003,two years after Mendes won an Academy
Award for directing his first film, American Beauty.

KATE WINSLET

Winslet would have to wait another six years to finally win her first
Academy Award after a run of five unsuccessful nominations.

The star's successcame for her role in The Reader, capping a number
of prizes leading up to the Oscars.

"l get very emotional about thesethings," said Winslet at the time. "I'm
too emotional to lose, and I'm too emotional to win."

She was also recognised at the Golden Globes, where she secured a
double triumph for The Reader and Revolutionary Road.

Disturbed

Born in Reading, Berkshire in 1975, Kate Elizabeth Winslet began
acting in the BBC's children's science fiction serial Dark Season in 1991.

Justthree years later, in 1993,that she moved to the big screen,landing
the role of Juliet Hulme in Peter Jackson's Heavenly Creatures.

That was followed in 1996 by Senseand Sensibility, a Jane Austen
adaptation that proved to be a financial and critical success.

Winslet scooped a Bafta for her performance as the flighty Marianne
Dashwood, which also saw her nominated for her first Oscar.

In 1997, her role opposite Leonardo DiCaprio in James Cameron's
Titanic made her an international star.

The massive box-office hit went on to win 11 Oscars.

But the successwas overshadowed by the death of Winslet's partner of
five years - actor and writer Stephen Tredre - from bone cancer, shortly
before the film's release.

The actress missed the Los Angeles premiere of Titanic to attend his
funeral, a decision which imbued her with a distrust of Hollywood.

"Someonel had spent four and a half years of my life with had just
died,” she told The Guardian in 1999, "and [the film studio] would be
having conversations with me, saying things like, '‘Look, we understand,
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this must be a very hard time' and then they'd go on to say, 'but don't
you think Stephen would have wanted it™

"l was pretty alarmed by that.”

Shemet her husband, Jim Threapleton, on the set of Hideous Kinky, a
film about a restless single mother who flees to Morocco.

They wed in 1998and had a child, Mia Honey, together, though their
marriage ended in divorce three years later.

Damages

Mendes and Winslet married in May 2003on the island of Anguilla in
the Caribbean.

Their son, Joe Alfie Winslet Mendes was born in December in New
York.

Winslet's ability hasnot beenthe only focus of press attention over the
years.

In 2007,she acceptedan undisclosed settlement from Grazia magazine
over allegations that she had visited a diet doctor.

And last year, the actresssuccessfully sued the Daily Mail newspaper
over claims she lied about her exercise regime.

She accepted £25,000 in damages.
SAM MENDES

Born in Reading in 1965,Samuel Alexander Mendes is one of Britain's
predominant directors, producing award-winning stage productions
around the world in addition to his film career.

His parents divorced when he was five years old, and Mendes was
raised by his mother, Valerie, a children's author.

A keen cricket fan, he played for his school and then for Cambridge
University, where he achieved a double first.

He announced his ambition to direct upon arriving at the University,
and took a production to the Edinburgh festival at the end of his first
year.

"A light bulb went off [on] the first day of rehearsal," he said later. "
thought, 'l love this.™

But it was his cricket skills that provided his passage into theatre.

John Gale, director of Chichester Theatre, got wind of the youngster's
prowess at the wicket and invited him to join his team in 1987, having
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become fed up of being trounced by the Royal ShakespeareCompany's
team in their annual match.

By 1990,Mendes was directing a besotted Dame Judi Dench in London
- she allegedly used to feed him sweetsin the interval - and a year later
he took charge of an RSC production of Troilus and Cressida, starring
Ralph Fiennes.

He was then responsible for transforming London's tiny, disused,
250-seat Donmar Warehouse into one of Britain's most high-profile
theatres, after being appointed as artistic director in 1992.

One of his early coups was to lure Nicole Kidman over for David
Hare's play The Blue Room - in which shedisrobed, to the glee of tabloid
journalists around the world.

The production transferred to Broadway, as did his revival of the
musical Cabaret, bringing him to the attention of Hollywood.

His debut film, American Beauty, came in 1999. A portrait of a
dysfunctional family in suburban America, it garnered five Academy
Awards, including best picture and best director.

‘Less interesting'

He met Winslet in 2001,when he had her in mind for arole in Twelfth
Night.

Sheturned him down - but they started dating later that year, just two
months after her marriage to Jim Threapleton ended.

The couple were notoriously reluctant to discuss their private life in
the press, but Mendes was quick to stressthat Winslet had never cheated
on her former husband with him.

"All | ever cared about was that people knew this started after she and
Jim split up,” he has said.

"The rest of it is just a straightforward relationship. There's no story
really, other than two people: One famous person and another who's
slightly less famous and slightly less interesting."

The couple married in 2003 but despite their successful film careers,
refused to move to Hollywood. "I want to watch English football and
cricket," Mendes - an Arsenal fan, said.

But he now has an office in New York's meat packing district, where
he masterminds both his theatrical and film productions.

His recent work includes the stage musical of Shrek, which he
produced; and a production of Shakespeare'sThe Winter's Tale, which
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played in both New York and London; and he is reportedly in talks to
direct the next James Bond movie.

He and Winslet have only worked together once, on the Oscar-
nominated melodrama Revolutionary Road.

Speaking to The Observer while promoting the film, Mendes said the
film-making process allowed him to discover a "surprising amount"
about his wife.

"You watch this face that you think you know and expressions pass
across it that you've never seen".

This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Singer Grant threatens Gorillaz

Singer Eddy Grant is threatening to sue pop group Gorillaz,
claiming Damon Albarn's cartoon band have "stolen” from one of his
tracks.

Grant says Gorillaz copied his 1977 song Time Warp on their new
single.
"I am outraged that the Gorillaz have infringed the copyright of my

song Time Warp, claiming their song Stylo to be an original
composition,” he said.

EMI Publishing, which represents both acts, said it was "a private
matter between Eddy Grant and Gorillaz".

Gorillaz latest album Plastic Beachwent to number two in the chart at
the weekend after being beaten by Boyzone.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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'‘Lost' Shakespeare play published

A play which was first discovered nearly 300 years ago has been
credited to William Shakespeare.

The work, titled Double Falsehood,was written by the playwright and
another dramatist, John Fletcher.

Theatre impresario Lewis Theobald presented the play in the 18th
century asan adaptation of a Shakespeareplay but it was dismissed asa
forgery.

But scholars for British Shakespearepublisher, Arden, now believe the
Bard wrote large parts of the play.

Researchers think the play is based on a long-lost work called
Cardenio, which was itself based on Don Quixote.

"l think Shakespeare'shand can be discerned in Act One, Act Two and
probably the first two scenesin Act Three of the play," Professor Brean
Hammond told the BBC's World Service.

Professor Hammond of Nottingham University is the editor of the
latest Arden Shakespeare collection, which includes Double Falsehood.

"At least half of the plays written in the period were written
collaboratively," Hammond told Radio 4's Today programme.

It is already established that Shakespearewrote two other plays with
Fletcher towards the end of his career, Henry VIIl and The Two Noble
Kinsman.

Professor Hammond believes Double Falsehood was written shortly
after the translation of Don Quixote came out in 1612.

The play was performed at least twice in 1613.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Cotillard receives French honour

Oscar-winning actress Marion Cotillard has received one of France's
highest cultural honours at a ceremony in Paris.

The French star was made a knight in the Order of the Arts and Letters
by Culture Minister Frederic Mitterand.

Alice in Wonderland director Tim Burton was also honoured at the
ceremony and was made a knight.

Recipients of the order are honoured for their significant "contribution
to the enrichment of French culture".

After receiving his green and gold medallion, Burton said he had
always loved France and felt a special connection with the French public.

"l feel much more at home here than | do in my own country and |
thank you very much," he said.

Previous recipients include US singer Stevie Wonder - who was made
a commander earlier this month - actors Dennis Hopper, Meryl Streep
and Uma Thurman, and singers Bob Dylan and Kylie Minogue.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Hollywood plans highland turkey tale movie

The story of a woman who was stranded by snow for a month after
she popped out to buy a Christmas turkey could be made into a
Hollywood film.

A company has bought the rights to the story of Kay Ure, who lives
with husband John in Cape Wrath, in the extreme north west of
Scotland.

Mrs Ure setout on 19 Decemberto go to Inverness to buy festive food,
but was unable to return home for 30 days.

Movie company Furst Films offered the couple £40,000 for their story.

Mrs Ure was driven by her husband 11 miles from their home in the
Cape Wrath lighthouse keeper's cottage to a jetty where their boat was
moored and from there they crossed the Kyle of Durness sea loch.

She then embarked on 100-mile bus journey to Inverness, where she
managed to reach the shops and buy a turkey before attempting to
return home - only to discover that the final 11-mile leg of the journey
was blocked by snow.

She had to spend Christmas in a friend's caravan, while her husband
had the company of their six dogs, and two walkers who had been
passing-by.

Furst Films - whose movies include The Matador, The Cooler and The
Girl In The Park - are to pay the couple for the rights to a screenplay and
consultation.

“This ChristmasI'm going to be better prepared,and keepthe wife on a
shorter lead

John Ure

Mr Ure told BBC Scotland the offer from Furst had come asa complete
surprise.

He said: "We thought it was a joke until we Googled them and found
out they'd won a few Golden Globes."

Mr Ure said he would like "someone with a bit of character" to play
him, with his choice being Scottish actor Robert Carlyle.
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But he stressedthe film would be as much about the couple's lifestyle -
they have no mains electricity and are forced to rely on a generator - asit
was about poultry.

"It's not just about the turkey, it's about our life story and how we
came to be here," he explained.

"Peoplefind it intriguing that we're living this kind of lifestyle up here
but we're used to it and it's a pleasant way to live."

He said he hoped the film would help bring some business to their
small cafe, which is one of Britain's most remote eateries.

"We've only had one customer since Christmas and they only wanted
coffee and snacks, but we expect business to pick up in May," he told
BBC Scotland.

The couple are already planning for this year's festive period, with Mr
Ure joking: "This Christmas I'm going to be better prepared, and keep
the wife on a shorter lead."

This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Bloc Party star to play solo gig

Bloc Party singer Kele Okereke has announced details of his first solo
live gig, playing this summer's Ibiza Rocks seriesalongside The Prodigy
and Dizzee Rascal.
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Friends star Schwimmer to marry

Friends star David Schwimmer is to marry British photographer Zoe
Buckman, his publicist has confirmed.

Schwimmer, 45, reportedly met Buckman, 24, while he was in London
directing 2007 film Run Fatboy Run, which starred Simon Pegg.

The actor and director's representative confirmed the news to US
magazine, Entertainment Weekly.

Schwimmer is still best known for playing Ross in hit US sitcom
Friends, which ended its 10-year run in 2004.

Schwimmer directed a number of episodesof Friends before the show
ended.

He received mixed reviews for his West End debut in Neil LaBute's
play Some Girls in May, before going on to appear in the role of
Lieutenant Barney Greenwald in Herman Wouk's play - The Caine
Mutiny Court-Martial on Broadway in 2006.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Gomp/arts

Will teenagers ever go Gaga over Shakespeare?
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Robbie charity song misses top 40

Rapper Tinie Tempah has held onto the number one spot for a
second week with his debut single Pass Out.

Rhianna remains at number two with Rude Boy while Justin Bieber's
song with Ludacris, Baby, was the highest climber, up 185 places to
number three.

Despite being ahead in the first official mid-week chart, Gorillaz's
third album, Plastic Beach, was beaten by Boyzone's Brother.

Last week's top album, Ellie Goulding's debut, Lights, dropped to
number 16.

Other new entries in the top 10 include Amy MacDonald at number
four with A Curious Thing and the cast recording of Andrew Lloyd
Webber's new musical Love Never Dies at number 10.

It was a mixed week for Lady Gaga; although her aloum The Fame
dropped three places to number five, her single with Beyonce,
Telephone, climbed 19 places to 12; possibly due to the song's
controversial nine-minute video being released this week.

Elsewhere in the singles chart, Cheryl Cole moved up two placesto
number eight with Parachute while Florence and the Machine and
Dizzee Rascal dropped two places to number seven with You got the
Dirtee Love.

The castof the television show Glee were down eight placesto 28 with
their cover of Journey's Don't Stop Believin', with the original version at
number 31.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Alice still leads US box office

Tim Burton's Alice in Wonderland kept its place at the top of the US
box office chart for a second week, taking $62m (£41m) in the last three
days.

It was well ahead of Matt Damon's Iraq war movie, Green Zone, which
took second spot with $14.5m (£9.6m).

Romantic movies She'sOut of My League and Remember Me were hot
on its heels, taking $9.6m (£6.4m) and $8.1m (£5.4m) respectively.

Martin Scorsese thriller Shutter Island was in fifth place.
Horror virus

It stars Leonardo DiCaprio as Marshal Teddy Daniels, who is
investigating the disappearance of a murderess who escaped from a
mental health hospital.

Our Family Wedding, featuring Ugly Betty star, America Ferreira,
debuted at number six ahead of James Cameron's Avatar, now at seven.

Eighth and ninth place were taken by police movies - Brooklyn's
Finest, starring Richard Gere, Ethan Hawke and Don Cheadle, and
comedy Cop-Out, starring Bruce Willis.

Horror movie The Crazies rounded out the top 10 - it follows the
inhabitants of a small lowa town suddenly plagued by insanity and then
death after a mysterious toxin contaminates their water supply.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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French singer Ferrat dies aged 79

French singer and songwriter Jean Ferrat, whose communist views
saw some of his songs banned from French TV in the 1960s, has died
aged 79.

The musician died in hospital in Aubenas in the south of France,
where he had been admitted a few days earlier, an official told AFP.

Ferrat wrote about 200 songs which reflected his political views.

Among his best-known tunes were La Montagne (The Mountain),
Potemkine and Ma France.

Born in a Parisian suburb as Jean Tenenbaum, the singer began his
careerin the cabaretsof the postwar Left Bank before making his name
in the 1960s and 1970s with a succession of lyrical love songs.

He was also known for his adaptations of works by the communist
poet Louis Aragon.

French President Nicolas Sarkozy issued a statement praising the
singer's "unyielding conception of French song"

Michel Drucker, one of France's most popular television presenters
and a friend of the singer, told France Info radio: "A whole part of
France, a whole generation is mourning today."

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Mission: Impossible actor dies

Peter Graves - star of the classic TV series Mission: Impossible and
disaster spoof movie Airplane! - has died in the US city of Los
Angeles. He was 83.

The actor had a suspected heart attack outside his home after a meal
with his family, about a week before his 84th birthday, said publicist
Sandy Brokaw.

Graves was perhaps best known for his role as special agent Jim
Phelps in the popular TV series Mission: Impossible.

He also played bungling pilot Clarence Oveur in the 1980 film
Airplane!.

"He had this statesmanlike quality

Sandy Brokaw
Publicist

Early in his career, he also turned in a memorable performance as a
Nazi spy in the 1953 prisoner-of-war drama Stalag 17.

He had just returned from lunch on Sunday with his wife and children
when he collapsed before making it into the house, his publicist said.

One of his daughters tried in vain to revive him.

"He had this statesmanlike quality," publicist Brokaw told AP news
agency. "People were always encouraging him to run for office. But he
said: 'l like acting. | like being around actors."

Arguably his most famous role was in the long-running TV show
Mission: Impossible, in which Graves led a squad of American
government special agents battling evil conspirators.

Every show began with Graves, as Agent Phelps, listening to
instructions detailing his team's latest mission on a tape, which self-
destructed within seconds of being played.

The show ran on CBSfrom 1967to 1973and was revived on ABC from
1988 to 1990.
This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting

Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Street star out of Dancing on Ice

Coronation Street actor Danny Young has been voted off ITV1's
Dancing on Ice following a costly mistake in the skate-off.

The 23-year-old skated against Hollyoaks actor Kieron Richardson
after receiving the fewest public votes.

But he stumbled with his prop bowler hat at the end of his routine,
costing him a place in the semi-final.

Young said of his prop: "It let us down alittle bit, but what will be will
be. I've had an amazing time."

While judge Karen Barber voted to save Young, the remaining four
panellists opted to keep Richardson in the contest as he gave a polished
performance to Freddie Mercury's version of The Great Pretender using
his prop - a microphone stand.

Earlier in the show former EastEnders actress Danniella Westbrook
and her partner Matthew Gonzalez scored the highest mark of the night,
27.5.

Her performance left actressHayley Tamaddon, who scored a perfect
30 out of 30last week, in second place with the judges - the first time she
failed to top the scoreboard in the series.

Westbrook, Tamaddon and Richardson will be joined in next week's
semi-final by The Bill actor Gary Lucy.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Hound voted Let's Dance winner

Kate Garraway, Katy Brand and Debra Stephenson are set for the
final of the celebrity competition Let's Dance later in aid of Sports
Relief.

There had beendoubt over GMTV's Garraway taking part in the final
as she had been injured, but a BBC spokeswoman said she would
appear.

Last year's winner Robert Webb will join comedians JackDee and John
Culshaw on the judging panel.

Viewers will have the ultimate say in who takes the winning title.
Dance battle

Garraway will return with Richard Arnold to perform Born To Hand
Jive, which featured in the 1978 musical film Grease.

Brand will do Beyonce'sroutine from the singer's track Single Ladies
and Stephensonwill re-enacther Smooth Criminal performance dressed
as Michael Jackson.

Rufus Hound will spoof Cheryl Cole from her Fight For This Love
video and Cheryl Fergison, best known for playing Heather in
EastEnders, will dance to the song Ice Ice Baby.

The Grumpy Old Women, made up of Lesley Joseph, Susie Blake,
Linda Robson and Jenny Eclair, are expected to perform to Lady Gaga's
Poker Face again.

For the last three weeks a selection of acts have battled it out on stage
to make it to the final.

The show is hosted by Claudia Winkleman and Steve Jonesand starts
at 1900 GMT on BBC One.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Hollies miss Hall of Fame honour

The two remaining original members of pop group The Hollies are
to miss the group's induction into the Rock 'n' Roll Hall of Fame in
New York.

The group, who had more top 40 singles than the Beatlesin the UK up
to 1975, are being honoured alongside Abba, Genesis, The Stoogesand
Jimmy CIiff.

But drummer Bobby Elliott and guitarist Tony Hicks will not be there
because the band are on tour in the UK.

They will be represented by former members Graham Nash and Allan
Clarke.

"l wish them well and | hope they bring my award back in one piece,"
Elliott said.

The Hollies, whose singles included He Ain't Heavy He's My Brother

and The Air That | Breathe,had more US hits than any other British band
except The Beatles and Rolling Stones between 1964-75.

Elliott told the BBC that the current band's UK tour had beenin the
diary for 12 months when the Hall of Fame accolade was announced,
and they could not reschedule.

"Therewasan upright pianopirouetting on the endof thediving board.. that
was a good night

Bobby Elliott
The Hollies

"There was no way we could get an alternative date for these venues,"
Elliott said. "We're just a bit hamstrung, we couldn't get there.

"Our fans in this country are a priority. It's a great honour to be in the
Rock 'n' Roll Hall of Fame, no doubt about it. But it's just one of those
things. What would we do"

Elliott and Hicks are performing with the band's current line-up at the
London Palladium on Sunday, a day before the US ceremony.

SteveVan Zant from Bruce Springsteen'sE StreetBand will present the
honour to Nash - who formed Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young - and
Clarke.
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The Hollies had a squeaky clean image - but Elliott said that they
deserve to be ranked among more raucous rock stars.

"There used to be a rumour that the [Rolling] Stoneswould go in and
wreck the hotel rooms, and then The Hollies would check in later and
tidy them up again, but that's not really true.

"I remember being at a Holiday Inn, somewhere in the Midwest,
which had an indoor pool.

"The following morning when | got up and there was an upright piano
pirouetting on the end of the diving board. It was one of our lot but
we've never found out who did it. That was a good night.”

This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Big Bang

The struggle of keeping a car going on coffee beans
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This Morning to air at weekends

ITV1 daytime show This Morning will be screened seven days a
week, programme bosses have announced.

The flagship weekday show - hosted by Holly Willoughby and Phillip
Schofield - will also be broadcast on Saturday and Sunday from next
week.

The two one-hour programmes will feature a round-up of some items
shown during the week.

The programme's executive producer Karl Newton said the move was
a "great natural progression" for the show.

"We are thrilled that Phillip and Holly can host these one-hour shows -
it opens the programme up to a whole new audience who may miss out
during the week," he said.

"It will also reflect viewers' thoughts as Phillip and Holly digest and
comment on the huge amount of messages and calls we receive."

Saturday's edition of This Morning will be screened at 1210 GMT
while Sunday's show will start at noon.

The first series of the show was broadcast in 1988 from Liverpool.

The programme covers all sorts of lifestyle features including cookery,
gardening and fashion.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Drug ring 'link' in Haim's death

Actor Corey Haim's death is being linked to a major drug ring which
has been illegally obtaining prescription drugs, US police have said.

California Attorney General Jerry Brown said the star's name was
discovered on records during an investigation into the illegal activity.

He said that the problem of drug abusewas being "increasingly linked
to criminal organisations".

But the Los Angeles County coroner has not yet determined what
killed him.

The Lost Boys actor died at a California hospital on Wednesday.

"Corey Haim's death is yet another tragedy linked to the growing
problem of prescription drug abuse," Mr Brown said.

"“This problem is increasingly linked to criminal organisations, like the
illegal and massive prescription drug ring under investigation.”

"l don't think Corey overdosed, not at"all
Mark Heaslip, agent

Assistant chief coroner Ed Winter said four prescription drug bottles
bearing the actor's name were found in the apartment where he
collapsed, but all those drugs had been provided by a doctor who had
been treating the actor.

Mr Winter also said he was "surprised” that Jerry Brown would "come
out and give a cause of death".

In a later interview Brown said that he did not know what had killed
the actor.

Haim's agent, Mark Heaslip, said his client's medications had been
prescribed to him.

"l don't think Corey overdosed, not at all," he said.

Plans are under way to hold a public memorial for Haim, who died
aged 38, in LA.

The actor is expected to be buried at a private funeral in his native
Canada.
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This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Take That star checks into rehab

Take That star Mark Owen has checked himself into rehab days
after admitting he had a drink problem and had cheated on his partner
of five years.

A spokesman for the 38-year-old said: "I can confirm Mark checked
into a private clinic on Friday."

"l have had issuesfor along time. I've drunk for the last 10yearsand it
got to a bad point," the singer told The Sun newspaperon Thursday.

He also admitted he was unfaithful to his wife before they married in
2009.

'Difficult time'

Owen said he was "deeply sorry" that he had cheated with several
women during his relationship with Emma Ferguson, the mother of his
two children.

But he insisted he had been faithful since marrying her.

In a statement he said: "I'm so deeply sorry for the pain my actions
have caused my family and friends."

The singer added: "I'd like to ask the media to please respect the
privacy of my wife and children during this difficult time."

Owen, who won Celebrity Big Brother in 2002, said he had not
recognised how bad his drinking had got.

"I havebeena prat. | wasn't thinking - | don't think logically when I'm
drunk”

Mark Owen

"l carried on drinking through my relationship with Emma and it got
to the point where she asked me to stop.

"I've never liked drinking during the day but once the kids went to
bed, I'd get the bottle open and off | went.

"l have beena prat. | wasn't thinking - | don't think logically when I'm
drunk. I'm not the person | want to be when I'm drunk. | can be a
nightmare to live with."

Owen admitted the affairs to his wife on Wednesday and his
confession was published in Thursday's edition of the paper.

100


http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/

The star, who has enjoyed phenomenal successwith Take That since
they reunited in 2005,said he was "proud"” of the fact he had not cheated
since tying the knot.

"l know that sounds really stupid but on our wedding day, for me the
ring is really important and | want to be true to my word."

The couple married at Cawdor Parish Church, near Inverness in
Scotland, followed by a reception at Cawdor Castle.

"It was a big moment for me, my wedding day," Owen said.

"The wedding for me was a new slate and a new start. In my head
there was never a time when | was doubting getting married."

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Royal art is shown for first time

The Royal Collection a© 2010 Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II."
border="0" vspace="4" hspace="4">

A new exhibition will showcase for the first time the art that Queen
Victoria and Prince Albert collected and presented to each other.

The display at Buckingham Palacereveals the couple's enthusiasm for
paintings, sculptures and jewellery.

The 400-piece royal collection is expected to "challenge attitudes
towards the monarch," its curator said.

Jonathan Marsden, lead curator for Art and Love, said: "It was really
only intended for Albert's eyes."

'‘Secret picture’

He added: "The Queen does not exactly look like a queen, that's how
he knew her - not the rest of the realm.”

He added: "We think, 'who were these people', because she doesn't
look like the queen we know, she was a party girl when she was in her
20s and 30s."

"He preferredthings that took him to a higher placeof thinking, while she
liked visual satisfactidh

Jonathan Marsden, lead curator, Art & Love

Victoria's most glamorous surviving dress, worn at a Buckingham
Palace ball in 1851, is part of the exhibition.

Mr Marsden who takes over from Sir Hugh Roberts as director of the
Royal Collection next month said: "This wasn't exactly normal - this was
a very elaborate costume gown.

"She would be out dancing all the time, | think what really got her
going was music, dancing the theatre, opera.”

One of the highlights of the exhibition is the rarely-displayed painting,
known as "The Secret Picture"” by Franz Xaver Winterhalter, which
Victoria commissioned in 1843 as a surprise present for Albert's 24th
birthday.

The oval image shows the Queen in what many Victorians would have
described as a sensual pose, with a bare neck and her long hair flowing
freely.
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Those behind the exhibition said they hoped it would give members of
the public an insight into the royal couple's relationship and their
passion for art.

Paintings and sculptures show the nude female form and private
artwork shared between Victoria and her husband.

The curator said the royal couple had distinct tastes, with Victoria
attracted to works which stimulated the senses,while Albert was more
cerebral and preferred art that appealed to his intellect.

"He preferred things that took him to a higher place of thinking, while
she liked visual satisfaction,” said Mr Marsden.

The exhibition, Victoria and Albert: Art and Love, will open to the
public on 19 March and runs until the end of October.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Bleakley achieves water-ski goal

The One Show presenter Christine Bleakley has started her water-
ski challenge across the English Channel in aid of Sport Relief.

The star, who left early on Friday morning, is aiming to complete the
challenge in just over an hour.

She will cover the 21-mile busy shipping lane to France at about
20mph.

Bleakley, 31, has had several delays to attempt the challenge because
of bad weather. Strong winds mean she is still likely to face sub-zero
temperatures.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Sir David to voice CBBC animation

Sir David Jason is to lend his voice to CBBC's first ever in-house
animation series, the channel has announced.

Sir David, who was previously the voice of eyepatch-wearing
superhero Danger Mouse, will play Randalf the wizard in the new
fantasy series, Muddle Earth.

"l am delighted to be back doing one of the jobs | enjoy most for such a
wonderfully entertaining new children's series," the 70-year-old said.

Music for the show will be played by the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra.

Muddle Earth is basedon the book of the same name by Paul Stewart
and Chris Riddell, and follows the adventures of Randalf and his human
apprentice Newt.

Together they try to stop Dr Cuddles and an evil blue teddy bear from
taking over the land.

Sir David, who played Detective Inspector JackFrost for 16 years, also
voiced Toad in the animated series The Wind in the Willows.

Head of CBBC animation development Sarah Muller, said: "We are
thrilled to have been able to produce a world-class animated series
entirely in the UK, which is testament to the extraordinary talent that
we've been able to gather together.

"CBBC has a strong commitment to support the British animation
industry and | hope that Muddle Earth is just the first of many great
local successes for us."

The show makes its debut on 15 March.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Bourne again

By Tim Masters
Entertainment correspondent, BBC News

Fans of Iraqg war movies are having a good week.

The releaseof Paul Greengrass'sBaghdad-setconspiracy thriller Green
Zone comesjust days after the successof Kathryn Bigelow's Hurt Locker
at the Oscars.

“It's great that Hurt Locker was made and I'm thrilled that it's getting
the recognition that it does," says Greengrass,speaking before Bigelow's
triumph at the Academy Awards.

"Speaking as somebody who has tried to make film setin that part of
the world, anybody else who's done one gets absolutely total respect
from me."

Green Zone seesdirector Greengrassreunited with Matt Damon (after
their JasonBourne sequels)for a story setamid the early days of the US-
led occupation of Iraq in 2003.

Damon plays the leader of an army team which has been ordered to
find weapons of mass destruction believed to be stockpiled in the Iraqgi
desert. But instead of WMDs they come across an elaborate cover-up.

The film also stars Greg Kinnear, Amy Ryan, Brendan Gleeson and
Jasonlsaacsand is inspired by the book Imperial Life in the Emerald
City by Rajiv Chandrasekaran.

Greengrass,who has already tackled the subject of 9/11 with United
93, seesGreen Zone and Hurt Locker as part of a cultural reaction to
what happened in Iraq.

"l think many many people had a sensethat something went wrong,
that we collectively didn't quite get things right," he says.

"Whatever the issues, | think one way and another we're struggling
out the other side - the Chilcot inquiry in this country is part of that, the
election of a new president is democracy renewed.

"I think what's interesting cinematically is the emergence of Hurt
Locker - and the fact it's received the critical recognition that it has. It's
part of the mysterious ways that popular culture absorbsand processes
experiences that occur in the real world."

Audience challenge
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Born in Surrey in 1955, Greengrassis no stranger to tackling real-life
stories.

He first rose to prominence on ITV's current affairs programme World
in Action, and made his feature directing debut in 1989 with
Resurrected, based on the true story of a British soldier left behind in the
Falklands after the war with Argentina.

Greengrass says he wants Green Zone to have broad appeal, but
admits that brings its own set of challenges.

Movies about Iraq have not gone down well at the box office. For all
Hurt Locker's success,it is the lowest-grossing film ever to win best
picture.

“It's pointless to pretend that's not an issue," says Greengrass.

"The challenge after Bourne Ultimatum was could we take a broad
audience to this subject.

"People go to the movies for many different reasons- to escapeto a
fantasy world, to experience love and romance, to laugh - but in that
waterfront of movies you need some of your major pieces to engage
directly with what's really going on out there."

He cites Dark Knight as a prime example. "lts themes and it darkness
and creative ambition are huge, but of course it's a gigantically popular
Batman movie."

Green Zone, he admits, is "not Bourne" and Matt Damon is "not
playing Jason Bourne".

"It's one step through that curtain into more difficult territory because
it's a real world and it's Iraq - a great place to set a thriller,” Greengrass
says.

Damon admits that Iraq "isn't on the front page" for the US audience.

"If you engage any American in a discussion about war right now,
Afghanistan is probably going to come up first, the issues of the
economy and jobs are what people are thinking about."

But what would Greengrass hope Tony Blair and George W Bush
would take away from Green Zone

“I'm sure Mr Blair and Mr Bush would find it extremely exciting and
dramatic,” he laughs.

“In fact | might see if | can set up a screening for them."
Green Zone is in cinemas from 12 March.
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This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Roman candles

By Catherine Lee
BBC News, Newcastle

Hadrian's Wall illumination" border="0" vspace="4" hspace="4">

More than 1,000 people are poised to play their parts in the creation
of a spectacular line of light across the width of northern England.

The aim is to use hundreds of beacons to illuminate the 84 mile
(135km) route of Hadrian's Wall - from Wallsend on Tyneside to
Bowness-on-Solway in Cumbria - on Saturday night, on the eve of
British Tourism Week.

Sowhat is involved in lighting, in strict relay, 500gas beaconsor flares
set at 820ft (250m) intervals in areas ranging from city streets to
farmland, woods or open moors

Crucial to the schemeare the illuminators, made up of members of the
production team, and about 1,000 volunteers willing to brave the
northern weather.

'Very magical’

Organisers have described the response as "overwhelming”, with
people from as far afield as Canada and Australia signing up to take
part.

All have to be transported from muster points to the beacons, and
returned afterwards.

The spectacle also requires the co-operation of more than 120 local
landowners.

In addition it is hoped that people living alongside the route will heed
calls for a voluntary blackout to enhancethe scene,which will be filmed
by helicopter.

Linda Tuttiett, chief executive of Hadrian's Wall Heritage Ltd, said she
hoped it would be "really very magical and quite emotional".

The producer, John Farquhar-Smith, was the technical director for the
eight-minute "handover ceremony" for London 2012at the closing of the
2008 Beijing Olympics.

He said: "Our aim is to capture the public's imagination."

Members of the public will have the chance to take part in

entertainments and parades marking the beginning and end of the hour-
long illumination.
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During the ignition event "angels" will appear around the Roman fort
at Segedunum in Wallsend, in a performance by the Berlin-based Theatre
Anu.

Roman artillery

In Carlisle, there will be a torchlight procession, street entertainers,
music and a Heliosphere balloon with an acrobat suspended beneath it.

The last beacon, at Bowness-on-Solway, will be lit by Roman re-
enactor Robin Brown.

Flaming arrows will then be fired into the sky using replica Roman
artillery.

Mr Brown said: "We are still undergoing some technical testing, but
we will be using a Roman scorpion which is like a giant crossbow.

"It's about twice as powerful asan English longbow so we are hoping
for a spectacular effect.”

He added: "Hopefully it will miss the helicopter which will be filming
it."

This article is from the BBC News website. &© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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In profile

Having admitted to several infidelities during his relationship with
his wife, BBC News entertainment reporter Fiona Pryor looks at the
career of Take That star Mark Owen.

If it hadn't been for a sport injury, Mark Owen might never have
entered the music industry.

His childhood dream was to become a professional football player,
and he briefly played for Chadderton FC before auditioning for Take
That.

Pop impresario Nigel Martin-Smith spotted his potential and signed
him up for the boyband, which he envisaged asthe UK's version of New
Kids On The Block, in 1990.

Owen, then 18, was joined by songwriter Gary Barlow, dancers Jason
Orange and Howard Donald - and a last-minute addition, Robbie
Williams.

The five-piece did not setthe charts alight instantly - and spent several
years building an audience around the UK, playing schools by day and
gay clubs by night.

Meanwhile, they created a stir in the industry with an early video for

Do What U Like, which saw the quintet cavorting naked in a plain white
studio throwing jelly at each other.

To this day, the footage is still bought up in interviews to embarrass
them.

It took until 1992for the group to scoretheir first top 10 hits - with It
Only Takes A Minute closely followed by A Million Love Songs.

By the time Could It Be Magic went to number three a year later,
teenage girls up and down the country had already chosen their
favourite member.

Owen was the clean cut pin-up, with a sparkle in his eye and a faint,
but endearing, lisp.

Although Barlow was the main singer, Martin-Smith soon realised he
needed to capitalise on Owen's popularity - and the singer was pushed
to the front for Babe (a song about discovering a secretlovechild), which
went straight to number one.

Going solo
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For three years, it seemed Take That could do no wrong, but the
pressure soon started to show - most obviously on Williams, who
abruptly pulled out of a scheduled appearance at the MTV awards and
was later seen hanging out with Oasis at Glastonbury.

After a series of confrontations, he quit later that year - and the band
disintegrated within a year.

Thousands of young women were so distraught at the news that a
telephone helpline was set up.

After the split the remaining band members went their separateways,
with Barlow and Owen launching their own solo careers.

Owen's debut single Child showcased a more acoustic, psychedelic
sound than his Hi-NRG Take That hits. It went to number three,
followed by Clementine, which reached the same position.

But his album Green Man charted at a disappointing 33, followed by
the single | Am What | Am, which limped into the charts at 29.

It was not long before he was dropped by his record company.

After several years out of the public eye, Owen appeared in the
Celebrity Big Brother house in 2002.

His laid back attitude and ability to get on with his other housemates
saw him win the seriesand - on hearing the news that he had comefirst -
he broke down in tears.

At the time fellow housemate and runner-up Les Dennis described the
singer's aura as "fantastic".

Band 'closure’

With his renewed popularity off the back of Big Brother - boosted by
an onstage reunion with Williams at his record-breaking Knebworth
shows - Owen returned to music.

After signing another record deal he released the jagged, rocky Four
Minute Warning, which went to number five.

But history repeated itself when his secondalbum, In Your Own Time,
failed to make the top 40 and the star again found himself without a
record deal.

A vyear later the star launched is own record company and in 2005
released his third solo album, How the Mighty Fall.

But the record was overlooked as Owen - along with Barlow, Donald
and Orange - were working on a behind-the-scenes documentary
reflecting on their 1990s heyday.
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The one-off episode, combined with a greatest hits album, reignited
interest in the group and the quartet announced they were reforming for
a reunion tour - 10 years after they split.

At the time Owen told BBC News that he could not believe how loyal
their fans had been.

“This whole year has been more than any of us expected. We're just
being taken by surprise at the moment," he said.

The star insisted that getting back together had never crossed any of
their minds when they took part in the documentary.

"We'd all tried to move on with our lives and do different things. So
going back to that documentary we were all thinking we might get some
closure from it to move on from that."

As Owen's career started to take off again, his personal life changed
too, as he became a dad for the first time in 2006 to Elwood Jack Owen.

Two years later his partner Emma Ferguson gave birth to their first
daughter, Willow Rose Owen.

After fansin their thousands welcomed the group back, they returned
to the recording studio, to work on new material - this time with Owen
contributing tracks alongside Barlow.

Their comeback alboum Beautiful World charted at number one, and
Shine - the ELO-inspired single with Owen on lead vocals - becameone
of the defining hits of their comeback.

Last year the singer married Ferguson, his partner of for five years, in
Scotland.

The star's confession of infidelity was published in The Sun on
Thursday, with the singer stressing he had remained faithful since his
wedding.

Expressing regret, he said he had been "living with the guilt" and
asked the media to respect his family's privacy.

"I wouldn't have done any of this if | had my time again,” he told the
newspaper.

"I am halfway through my life now and this, in a way, is a lesson.
You've got to learn and that's what | am going to do."

This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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In pictures

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Wall Street 2 pushed back

Oliver Stone's sequel to 1987 hit Wall Street will not be in cinemas
for another six months after film studio bosses pushed back the
release date.

Money Never Sleepswas scheduled to open on 23 April in the UK and
US, but has now been held until 24 September.

It is hoped the film will instead have a gala screening at the Cannes
Film Festival in May.

The movie sees Michael Douglas reprise his Oscar-winning role as
ruthless stockbroker Gordon Gekko.

Transformers actor Shia LaBeouf also stars in the film, alongside Josh
Brolin and Oscar-nominated actress Carey Mulligan who plays Gekko's
daughter.

According to Variety, 20th Century Fox bossessaid the film was better
suited for an autumn than summer release, with the delay helping to
avoid the crowded summer box office months.

It would also benefit from a global promotional push following the
Cannes Film Festival and gives Stone extra time to polish the film.

Stone'sfilm picks up 23 years after his first one left off and seesGekko,
who has just been released from prison, try to warn Wall Street of the
impending financial collapse.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Academy defends Fawcett snub

Actress Farrah Fawcett was not included in the Oscars In Memoriam
segment because she was better known as a TV star, the Academy has
said.

Fawcett's family said on Tuesday they were "deeply saddened" and
"bereft" over her omission from the ceremony.

But the academy said as the star was known for her "remarkable
television work", it would be more appropriate to honour her at the
Emmy Awards.

Charlie's Angels star Fawcett died of cancer in June last year.

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciencesexecutive director
Bruce Davis said he was not surprised some fans and family members
were upset at the exclusion.

'We're sorry'

He said the committee debated including Fawcett in the memorial
segment, but "an unusual number of extremely distinguished
screenwriters” died this year, and the academy tried to honour many of
them in the short time allowed.

"In every category, you're going to miss some wonderful people," said
Davis, who has helped assembleOscar'sIn Memoriam montage since it
began in 1993.

When asked why Michael Jacksonwas included when other actors
were left out, Davis said the singer had appeared in a popular theatrical
film recently.

But he appreciated that the actress's omission would upset some
people.

“There's nothing you can say to people, particularly to family
members, within a day or two of the show that helps at all," Davis said.

"They tend to be surprised and hurt, and we understand that and
we're sorry for it."

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Tech

Sorry but we couldn't parse this feed.

Science/Nature
Don't give up

VIEWPOINT
Lord Chris Smith

Climate-related controversies and the outcome of the Copenhagen
summit widely regarded as a failure have left a sense of hopelessness
in climate policy, says Lord Chris Smith. In this week's Green Room,
he stresses the soundness of the fundamental climate science and the
need to continue pushing for meaningful climate deals.

"Theworstrespons¢o Copenhagewould beto throw up our handsin horror
and say nothing was achieved and therefore we should dive up

The myth fostered by some parts of the media in recent months - that
somehow the scientific evidence for climate change is deeply flawed -
needs to be laid to rest, and soon.

Sloppily expressed e-mail exchangesinvolving researchersfrom the
University of East Anglia's Climatic ResearchUnit (CRU), and a blithe
assumption that the Himalayan glaciers may melt by 2035, were both
irresponsible and damaging.

But we cannot allow a few errors to undermine the overwhelming
strength of evidence that has been painstakingly accumulated, peer-
reviewed, tested and tested again.

That evidence shows overwhelmingly that our emissions of
greenhouse gasesare having a serious impact on the Earth's atmosphere,
and that - as a result - climate change is happening and will accelerate.

The damage that has been done by the glee with which sceptics have
seized on one or two scientific mistakes and attempted use them to
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undermine the whole consensusabout the evidence for climate change
cannot be underestimated.

Not if but when

In recent years, the public here in the UK, and acrossmuch of Europe,
had come to accept the reality and the urgency of climate change.

There were still debatesabout what precisely to do to counter it, but at
least the fundamental recognition was there.

| think that is probably lesstrue now than it was four months ago -
and that is a tragedy.

We need to take the argument back to the sceptics, and make the
powerful, convincing and necessary case about climate change much
clearer to everyone.

There may still be a degree of uncertainty, and we need continuously
to test the scientific evidence with rigour.

But the uncertainties are not primarily about whether or not climate
change is happening, but about how fast the change will come and how
bad it will be.

The evidence of change is indeed there.

The glaciers of the Alps and the Himalayas are retreating. Weather
patterns around the world are becoming more erratic and more extreme.

The most intensive rainfall ever experienced in one location over a
24-hour period in England fell on Cumbria last November, and caused
the tragic consequences of the severe flooding that we saw in
Cockermouth, Keswick and Workington.

We cannot say for certain that thesethings - or indeed the intense heat
recently experienced in Australia, or the droughts in Kenya - were
caused by climate change.

But we can see with our own eyes that climatic, weather and
temperature trends are changing, and we know that these hitherto
exceptional events are likely to become more frequent over coming
years.

Here in England and Wales, the Environment Agency works at the
very point where people's lives intersect with environmental change.

We help people prevent and cope with flooding, environmental
degradation, water depletion, and pollution.

In our day-to-day work, we can seesmall things that are happening all
around us.
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Damselflies and dragonflies are being found much further north than
before, as they move with the warming climate.

The rare vendacefish is disappearing from its former stronghold in the
Lake District, and is having to be re-introduced into the colder waters of
Scotland.

Our yearly water testing over 20 years has shown an average rise in
temperature in our rivers of 0.6C (1.1F). Theseare small signals, but like
the canary in the mine, they foretell greater danger in the future.

'‘Disappointing outcome'

If we can hold the average global air temperature increaseto 2C (3.6F)
since pre-industrial times, we have a chance of surviving more or less
intact.

But if it ends up being 4C or more, the impacts on population, water
resources, sealevels, agriculture, weather patterns, biodiversity, and the
quality of human life across the world, will be severe.

That is why the international discussions on climate change at
Copenhagen were so important, and why the outcome was so
disappointing.

We always knew that we would not emerge from Copenhagen with a
full signed-and-sealed treaty with firm commitments for specific
emissions reductions from everyone around the world.

But | did hope that we might emerge with rather more than we did,
with at leasta setof in-principle commitments and some target dates and
a map charting where we were heading.

Instead, we have the Copenhagen Accord, drawn up by the US, China,
India, Brazil and South Africa, with some aspirations and agreements,
and an earnest of intent to build on this during the coming year.

Build on it we must. The worst responseto Copenhagen would be to
throw up our hands in horror and say nothing was achieved and
therefore we should give up on the searchfor international commitments
and agreement.

We need to continue the drive for an international treaty, and do so
with renewed urgency.

There are some useful fundamentals in the Copenhagen Accord - the
acknowledgment of a 2C limit on the global average temperature
increase; the principle of north-south flows of aid and support in order
to ensure that the developing world can grow more sustainably than
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those of us who have largely caused the problem up to now; and
commitments to help combat deforestation.

We should now work as hard as we can to build these up into more
specific commitments over the coming months.

Lord Chris Smith is chairman of the UK's Environment Agency

The Green Roomis a seriesof opinion articles on environmentaltopics
running weekly on the BBC News website

Do you agree with Chris Smith Is the real issue about climate
change the when or the if Have we lost hope in the prospect of truly
global binding deals in the wake of recent controversies and
conference outcomes

Chris Smith is absolutely right. But there are too many people who
simply don't want to believe that there's a problem with climate change,
who aren't interested in solving it, and who will clutch at any straw that
appears to let them off the hook.

Ben Murray, Edinburgh

Send us your comments using the form below:

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Toxic troubles for climate 'fix'

By Richard Black
Environment correspondent, BBC News

Fertilising the oceans with iron to absorb carbon dioxide could
Increase concentrations of a chemical that can kill marine mammals, a
study has found.

Iron stimulates growth of marine algae that absorb CO2 from the air,
and has been touted as a "climate fix".

Now researchershave shown that the algae increase production of a
nerve poison that can kill mammals and birds.

Writing in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciencesthey say
this raises "serious concern" over the idea.

The toxin - domoic acid - first came to notice in the late 1980sas the
cause of amnesiac shellfish poisoning.

"If the end goal is to useit to fight climate warming, then we have to
understand the consequences for mariné life

Dr William Cochlan
San Francisco State University

It is produced by algae of the genus Pseudonitzschia with
concentrations rising rapidly when the algae "bloom".

Now, its presence in seawater often requires the suspension of
shellfishing operations, and is regularly implicated in deaths of animals
such as sealions.

Domoic acid poisoning may also lie behind a 1961 incident in which
flocks of seabirds appeared to attack the Californian town of Capitola -
an event believed to have shaped Alfred Hitchcock's interpretation of
Daphne du Maurier's The Birds in his 1963 thriller.

Carbon focus

Over the last decade, about 10 researchprojects have investigated iron
fertilisation, with mixed results.

But only two of them measured domoic acid production, and only
then as an afterthought, explained William Cochlan from San Francisco
State University, a scientist on the new project.
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"We had a number of major aims in this work; but one of them was to
ask 'do you normally find the speciesof algae that produce domoic acid,
are they producing domoic acid, and will production be enhanced by

iron'," he said.

In studies conducted around Ocean Station Papa, a research platform
moored in the north-eastern Pacific Ocean, the answers to all three
questions turned out to be "yes".

Pseudonitzschiaalgae were present naturally; they were producing
domoic acid, and experiments showed that production increased during
fertilisation with iron and copper.

Also, under iron-rich conditions, the Pseudonitzschialgae bloomed at
a rate faster than other types.

The levels of domoic acid in iron-enriched water samples were of the
same order as those known to cause poisoning in mammals in coastal
waters.

Ailsa Hall, deputy director of the SeaMammal Researchinstitute at St
Andrews University in Scotland, said that domoic acid poisoning was
already becoming a regular occurrence in some parts of the world.

"Ever since 1998 we've seenregular episodes of mass mortality and
seizures in sea lions on the US west coast," she said.

The toxin accumulates in animals such as fish that are themselves
immune.

"We've seenit in seals,pelicans and harbour porpoises; it does depend
on how much they eat, but if a sealion or a pelican eatsits way through
a school of contaminated anchovies, then that would be enough," Dr Hall
told BBC News.

Domoic acid's effect on other specieswas unknown, she said, but it
would be reasonableto think it would also affect marine mammals such
as whales.

Whether iron fertilisation ever will be deployed as a "climate fix" is
unclear.

The last major investigation - last year's Lohafex expedition - found
that despite depositing six tonnes of iron in the Southern Ocean, little
extra CO2 was drawn from the atmosphere.

Nevertheless, one company - Climos - aims to deploy the technique on
a commercial basis over perhaps 40,000sqg km of ocean,drawing money
from the carbon market.
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A Climos spokesman agreed that further research on domoic acid
production was needed.

"Moving forward, we need to understand exactly how deep-ocean
phytoplankton respond to iron, be it naturally or artificially supplied;
whether and in what situations domoic acid is produced, and how the
ecosystem is or is not already adapted to this," he said.

For William Cochlan's team, the potential impact on sea life is
something that regulators and scientists must take into account when
deciding whether to allow further studies or deployment.

"We saw some literature going around with claims like ‘there is no
indication of toxicity to sealife' - well, if you don't measure it, of course
there's no indication, and we have to keep that kind of legalese out of
science," he said.

“If the end goal is to use it to fight climate warming, then we have to
understand the consequences for marine life."
Richard.Black-INTERNET@bbc.co.uk

This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.

123


mailto:Richard.Black-INTERNET@bbc.co.uk
http://news.bbc.co.uk

Home improvement 'hitting swifts'

A UK-wide survey of nesting swifts has suggested the declining
bird species is at risk from improvement work being undertaken on
old houses.

The RSPBstudy of more than 3,400swift nest sites found nearly 80%
were on houses, more than half of which were homes built before 1919.

It is not known why the birds are in decline, but numbers have fallen
by almost a third in the past decade.

The charity says building work should not be done while swifts are
nesting.

The birds tend to return to the same nesting sites each year and the
RSPB said it was concerned the birds were suffering as a result of
demolition and improvement works.

More than half the sites located in the survey had beenknown nesting
places for swifts for more than 10 years, and about one in six spots was
under threat, the RSPB said.

"Thescreanof the swift marksthe start of summerfor many peopleTo think
that we are losing them at such a fast rate is devastating

Sarah Niemann, RSPB

Emma Teuten, the RSPB'sdata management officer, said: "These are
birds that don't touch down for two years or more after they first leave
the nest - we need to make sure they have a safe,securenest site to settle
in when they come down to breed themselves."

SarahNiemann, RSPBspeciesrecovery officer, said: "The screamof the
swift marks the start of summer for many people. To think that we are
losing them at such a fast rate is devastating.

"It was imperative that we find out exactly where they nest, so that
efforts to help them can be effectively targeted."

Swifts make their nests in holes in buildings from where they can
launch themselves back onto the wing as they cannot take off from the
ground.

Their nests are protected by law while they are in use, so work on
homes with nesting swifts should be done before they arrive in mid-May
or after they leave in mid-August, the RSPB said.
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The charity is appealing to the public for help spotting nests and
talking to local councils and developers about how to retain and replace
nest sites.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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UK responds to EU noise directive

By Roger Harrabin
Environment analyst, BBC News

The UK government has responded to the EU Noise Directive by
publishing a long-delayed noise policy statement.

Councils in the 23 noisiest cities will be able insist authorities
operating roads or railways install quieter road surfaces or noise
barriers.

They can also insist on lower speed limits, especially at night.

The plan was welcomed by campaigners who complain they've waited
too long to have noise identified as a serious environmental issue.

Excessivenoise affects millions of people in the UK. Peopleliving near
busy roads suffer increased problems from mental and physical health,
with sleep deprivation and raised blood pressure among the symptoms.

A recent study in London blamed traffic noise on busy roads for
hastening heart attacks in some cases, too.

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) has
drawn up noise maps of the UK.

A Defra spokesman told BBC News that the transport providers
would pay the bill for any noise abatement.

The process of establishing quiet areasin the noisy cities will begin in
July this year.

Philip Mulligan, the chief executive of Environmental Protection UK,
said: "The Noise Policy Statementfor England marks official recognition
at last of noise as a pervasive national problem. Many of us hear road
traffic noise most of the time.

"We welcome this recognition by government that noise must be
considered in all decision-making in order to work towards a quieter,
healthier country.

"It should no longer just be the realm of the noise specialist, who too
often is only called in when unbearable noise levels are reached. We look
forward to finally seeingthe consideration of noise, our most pervasive
environmental pollutant, integrated into all government policy."

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Mars moon Phobos seen in detail

New pictures have been released of the Martian moon Phobos,
acquired by the European Mars Express (Mex) probe during its recent
flybys.

The images reveal details down to a resolution of just 4.4m per pixel.

Mex began a series of 12 close passes in mid-February. The
observation schedule continues until 26 March.

One flyby skimmed past the surface at just 67km, the nearest any
manmade object has ever got to the little Martian moon.

The new images of Phobos come from 7 March approach when the
spacecraft achieved an altitude just above 100km.

The pictures will help the Russians as they prepare to launch their
Phobos-Grunt mission next year. The spacecraftwill attempt to land on
the 27km-by-22km-by-19km moon, collect a soil sample and return it to
Earth for analysis.

The excellent resolution shows the Phobos-Grunt mission planners the
precise conditions at their potential landing sites.

Planetary scientists are trying to explain the origin of the moon, one of
two natural satellites at Mars (the other being Deimos).

Previous study had indicated that Phobos has an extremely low
density, suggesting that its surface probably hides many large interior
voids.

Researchers suspect the moon is simply a collection of planetary
rubble that coalesced around the Red Planet sometime after its
formation. Another explanation is that it is a captured asteroid.

Phobos is very slowly falling in towards Mars and tidal forces are
expected to tear it apart one day.

The European SpaceAgency's Mars Express satellite has been in orbit
since 25 December 2003.

It has made many discoveries including measurements of previously
unrecognised methane in the planet's atmosphere.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Tiger decline 'sign of failure’

By Richard Black
Environment correspondent, BBC News website

Governments need to crack down on illegal tiger trading if the big
cats are to be saved, the UN has warned.

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species(CITES)
meeting in Doha, Qatar heard that tiger numbers are continuing to fall.

Organised crime rings are playing an increasing part in illegal trading
of tiger parts, CITES says, as they are with bears, rhinos and elephants.

Interpol is working with CITES to track and curb the international
trade.

Last year, World Bank chief Robert Zoellick said the global black
market in wildlife products was worth about $10bn per year, making
wildlife the third most valuable illicit commodity after drugs and
weapons.

Global medicine

Despite attempts to protect tigers, numbers have approximately
halved over the last decade, with fewer than 3,200 remaining in the wild.

The decline is seenacrosssub-speciesand in most range states. Many
populations are small, and are threatened by deforestation as well as
poaching.

"If we use tiger numbers as a performance indicator, then we must
admit that we have failed miserably and that we are continuing to fail,"
said CITES secretary-general Willem Wijnstekers.

"Although the tiger has been prized throughout history, and is a
symbol of incredible importance in many cultures and religions, it is now
literally on the verge of extinction."

CITES enforcement officials said government agencies including
police and customs needed to step up efforts to combat the illegal trade.

Although China and other East Asian countries are the principal
consumers of tiger parts, exports travel much further afield.

Earlier this month, Operation Tram, co-ordinated by Interpol and
including enforcement authorities in 18 countries, netted medicines
containing wildlife products worth an estimated $10m.

Tigers, bears and rhinos were among the animals used in making the
medicines.
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Traditional cures

Conservationists also point to China's tiger farms as a threat to the
wild animals.

Although China does not officially permit the sale of goods from these
farms, in practice several investigations have revealed tiger parts are
being sold.

Campaigners warn this perpetuates a market into which wild tiger
parts can be sold, often commanding a higher value as products made
from wild animals are perceived to be more "potent.”

Just before the CITES meeting opened, the World Federation of
Chinese Medicine Societies (WFCMS) called on traditional medicine
practitioners to abandon the use of tiger parts.

"We will ask our members not to use endangered wildlife in
traditional Chinese medicine, and reduce the misunderstanding and bias
of the international community,” said WFCMS deputy secretary Huang
Jianyin.

“The traditional Chinese medicine industry should look for substitutes
and research on economical and effective substitutes for tiger products.”

A resolution before the fortnight-long CITES meeting calls for greater
co-operation between regional enforcement authorities to cut down the
tiger product trade, and to ensure that breeding operations are
"consistent with the conservation of wild populations”.

Richard.Black-INTERNET@bbc.co.uk

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Reindeer body clock switched off

Reindeer have no internal body clock, according to scientists.

Researchersfound that the animals are missing a "circadian clock" that
influences processes including the sleep-wake cycle and metabolism.

This enables them to better cope with the extreme Arctic seasonsof
polar day, when the sun is staysup all day, and polar night, when it does
not rise.

The team from the universities of Manchester and Tromso report their
study in Current Biology journal.

The body clock, or circadian clock, is the internal mechanism that
drives hormone release on a rhythmic 24-hour cycle.

Light also influences these hormonal rhythms, but in most mammals,
this "circuit" also involves the circadian clock, which can influence the
release of hormones without the influence of light.

"This couldbethe casdor arangeof animalsliving at the polesof the earthor
in the depths of the oc€an

Professor Andrew Loudon, University of Manchester

Anyone who has experienced jet lag is familiar with the effect of the
body clock.

But the researchteam from researchinstitutes in the UK and Norway
found that, in Arctic reindeer, this circadian clock was absent.

Professor Andrew Loudon from The University of Manchester took
part in the study.

He said that the reindeer may have "abandoned use of the daily clock
that drives biological rhythms" in order to survive the extreme
conditions in the Arctic.

He and his colleagues studied reindeer living in Northern Norway,
500 km north of the Arctic circle. Here there are 15 weeks of continuous
daylight in summer and eight weeks during the winter where the Sun
does not appear over the horizon.

They investigated levels of the hormone called melatonin - which is
important in the sleep-wake cycle - in the reindeer's blood
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They found that there was no natural internal rhythm of melatonin
releaseinto the blood - the hormone simply responded to the cycle of
light and dark.

Professor Loudon said he believed that evolution had "come up with a
means of switching off the cellular clockwork™ and that the result was "a
lack of internal daily timekeeping in these animals”.

He commented: "Such daily clocks may be positively a hindrance in
environments where there is no reliable light dark cycle for much of the
year.

Organisms use their circadian clocks to correspond with their living
environment; but if their environment has a very different cycle, it may
be better to follow that rather than use the internal clock.

“This could be the casefor a range of animals living at the poles of the
Earth or in the depths of the ocean.”

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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UK minister talks climate in China

The UK Foreign Secretary David Miliband is in China to hold
discussions with the country's political leaders.

The two countries have disagreed over issues including climate
change, Iran's nuclear programme and executed British citizen Akmal
Shaikh.

But Mr Miliband said Britain's relationship with China was broad and
the two countries should be seen as partners, rather than competitors.

He added: "Our future and China's future are linked together."
Political plot

During his visit, Mr Miliband will seekto persuade China to drop its
opposition to a fourth round of sanctions against Iran over its uranium
enrichment programme.

The US, France, the UK, Russia, China and Germany, otherwise
known as the "P5 +1", are currently discussing the possibility of
sanctions on Iran over its nuclear programme.

Iran insists its enrichment programme is for civilian use, but there are
fears it is trying to develop a nuclear bomb.

Late last year, relations were strained between China and Britain when
China ignored personal appeals from British Prime Minister Gordon
Brown not to execute 53-year-old Briton Akmal Shaikh for drug
smuggling.

"Mature relationships don't depend on being in agreement all thée time

David Miliband

Mr Shaikh's family had claimed that he was mentally ill.

There has also been a dispute over claims that China "hijacked" efforts
to reach an agreement at the climate summit in Copenhagen.

Climate Change Secretary Ed Miliband had accusedChina of vetoing
two agreements on limiting emissions, but Beijing said the accusations
were a political plot.

The foreign secretary said China recognised the UK as an important
partner, but he acknowledged there were areas of dispute.

He added: "I think China wants to have a relationship where we are
able to find areasof common ground, but it's also important that where
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there are disagreements we don't hide them and that's what it meansto
be in an effective modern partnership.

"Mature relationships don't depend on being in agreement all the time.

“They actually blossom and prosper when we recognise that there can
be differences with dialogue."

On Monday, Mr Miliband is expected to inaugurate the British
pavilion at the Shanghai Expo and visit a training base for Chinese
United Nations peacekeepers on Monday.

He will meet his Chinese counterpart Yang Jiechiand Prime Minister
Wen Jiabao on Tuesday and deliver a talk at Beijing's Foreign Affairs
University.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Bee swarms follow 'pied pipers'

A tiny group of bees act like "pied pipers" to trigger the onset of
"explosive" swarms leaving the hive, report scientists.
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Carbon capture plans under way

The first stage of a planning process to build a coal-fired power
station in Ayrshire is to get under way on Monday.

Ayrshire Power wants to build a power station with experimental
carbon capture and storage (CCS) technology on a site at Hunterston
near Largs.

If its proposal succeeds, the plant would be the first in the UK.

Environmentalists are campaigning against the plans, claiming it
sends the wrong message about Scotland's energy future.

CCStechnology would remove carbon dioxide produced by the coal-
fired station. This would then be turned into liquid using chemicals and
stored underground.

‘Not proven’

Juliet Swann, head of campaigns at Friends of the Earth Scotland, said:
"Carbon capture and storage is potentially a way to reach a low-carbon
future.

"However, the carbon benefits are not yet proven and in any caseit
should be demonstrated on existing plants first, not leastso we can share
the technology with the rest of the world and in doing so repay our debt
to them for supplying us with so much of our dirty energy.

"We are also concerned that this application is being made at a time
when the inclusion of Hunterston in the national planning framework is
the subject of a legal challenge.

"We would suggest Ayrshire Power should undertake a full and
comprehensive local and national consultation, given the implications of
this development both on the local area and the national ambition to
move to a clean energy future."

The proposals, drawn up by energy company Ayrshire Power, owned
by Peel Energy Ltd, are for a site between the existing Clydeport coal
handling facility at the Hunterston Terminal, and the Hunterston B
nuclear power plant.

The plans will be formally submitted to the Scottish Government's
Energy Consents Unit on Monday.

It will then enter a "gate checking" phase while the government
ensuresall the information needed for a full assessmentof the proposals
Is included, before being put forward for public consultation.
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The company said it would "use highly efficient modern technology
with strict emissions control”, with 90% of carbon from the plant being
captured, and reducing coal consumption by up to 25%.

If approved, the new facility could meet the energy needs of 3 million
homes, Ayrshire power said.

It also claimed that the new power station would generate a
“significant” number of jobs in the area, with up to 1,600 people being
employed during construction and 160 permanent jobs when the power
station is running.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Late-blooming daffodils spark web appeal

Tourism chiefs in Cumbria are encouraging people to "tweet" online
should they spot a blooming daffodil in the Lake District.

The daffodils, made famous by William Wordsworth, are more than a
month late this year following the cold winter.

One of the most famous places to seedaffodils in Cumbria is Dora's
Field in Rydal near Ambleside.

The "Daffs Watch" appeal asks people to use the social networking site
Twitter to point to where they are blooming.

Eric Robson, Chairman of Cumbria Tourism, said: "It's virtually
unheard of not to have seena single daffodil in the Lake District by the
middle of March.

“It's an industry of its own with visitors coming here just to seethem
by the lakesides.

"The upside is that becausethey are late, it means they should be out
and looking their best for the Easter holidays."

Peter Elkington lives at Rydal Mount and Gardens, which is
Wordsworth's former home and a visitor attraction open to the public.

Mr Elkington, the curator, said there were plenty of daffodils in Dora's
Field but no signs yet of any blooming.

Dora's Field was named after Wordsworth's daughter Dora, who died
in 1847.

William Wordsworth lived at Rydal Mount for 37 years until his death
in April 1850.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Apollo men decry Obama Moon plans

By Pallab Ghosh
Science correspondent, BBC News

Former Nasa astronauts who went to the Moon have told the BBC of
their dismay at President Barack Obama's decision to push back
further Moon missions.

Jim Lovell, commander of the ill-fated Apollo 13 mission, said Mr
Obama's decision would have "catastrophic consequences'for US space
exploration.

The last man on the Moon, Eugene Cernan, said it was
"disappointing".

Last month Mr Obama cancelled Nasa's Constellation Moon landings
programme, approved by ex-President George W Bush.

Nasa still aims to send astronauts back to the Moon, but it is likely to
take decades and some believe that it will never happen again.

‘Moral leadership'

The astronauts spoke to the BBC at a private event at the Royal Society
in London on Friday organised by the Foundation for Science and
Technology.

"It will havecatastrophicconsequenceas our ability to explorespaceandthe
spin-offs we get from space technology

Jim Lovell
Apollo 13 commander
Obama cancels Moon return project

They were joined there by the first man on the Moon, Neil Armstrong.

As the last astronaut to return to the Apollo 17 lunar module in 1972,
Cernan was the last man to set foot on the Moon.

“I'm quite disappointed that I'm still the last man on the Moon," he
said. "l thought we'd have gone back long before now."

So why does he believe Americans should go back to the Moon

"I think America has a responsibility to maintain its leadership in
technology and its moral leadership to seek knowledge. That's the
essence of human existence.”
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It is a view shared by fellow Apollo Astronaut Jim Lovell, the heroic
commander of Apollo 13.

"Personally | think it will have catastrophic consequencesn our ability
to explore space and the spin-offs we get from space technology,” he
said.

"They haven't thought through the consequences.”
Lunar dream alive

Although Cernan and Lovell expressed their dismay with President
Obama's decision, Mr Armstrong tactfully avoided the subiject.

When he set foot on the Moon in July 1969,it seemedas if humanity
would soon colonise other worlds.

By 1994,when | interviewed him for the first time, he said: "The reality
may have faded. But the dream is still there and it will come back in
time."

But with the cancellation of Nasa's Constellation programme to return
Americans to the moon by 2020, who is to inspire the next generation

Nasa still aims to send astronauts back to the Moon, using Nasa to
provide incentives and oversight to the private sector for launch services.

It is likely to take some time, however.

Until then we will have the epic tales of Armstrong, Lovell, Cernan
and the rest of the Apollo astronaut corps to remind us that all things are
possible - and despite the current pause in human spaceflight to other
worlds, the dream is still there.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Coffee car

The waste fuel for your motor that won't cost a lot
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What happened next? Zebra puts head in hippo's mouth

Zurich  Zoo - Image: Jill Sonsteby/Solent News " border="0"
vspace="4" hspace="4">

A zebra at Zurich Zoo appeared to be staring into the jaws of death
when visitors saw it nose to nose with an open-mouthed
hippopotamus.

But the hippo had no intention of having the zebra for lunch - it was
having its teeth cleaned.

The extraordinary sight was captured by photographer Jill Sonsteby,
from Jacksonville, Florida.

She said the teeth-cleaning session lasted 15 minutes and the zebra
came to no harm.

"The zebra was in the same enclosure as the hippo and its baby," said
Ms Sonsteby, 34.

“The hippo opened its mouth and let the zebra in there to clean.

"Everybody was snapping pictures. It was so great to be there at that
moment."

Dangerous

The hippopotamus is regarded as one of the most aggressive creatures
in the world and has a bite that can cut a small boat in half.

Hippos can weigh up to three tonnes and are the third largest land
mammal in the world.

Although they rarely kill each other, hundreds of fatal attacks on
people in Africa have been recorded.

Despite its bulky frame, the hippo can outrun a human on land over
short distances.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Beauty and power

By Michael Lachmann
Producer, Wonders of the Solar System

It's exactly 400 years since Galileo first pointed a telescope at the
planet Saturn. He immediately realised he had discovered something
remarkable: the planet appeared to have ears.

Today, we know the mysterious bulges he described are a magnificent
network of rings.

Their intricate beauty is captivating but Saturn's rings are more than
cosmetic wonders.

Many astronomers now believe the patterns encoded in the rings tell
us something fundamental about the forces that formed the entire Solar
System.

And that is part of the story we wanted to tell in the second episode of
BBC2'sWonders of the Solar System- Order Out of Chaos.

Seenfrom atelescopeon Earth, the rings of Saturn appear to be a solid
disk that encircles the planet.

But we know they cannot be solid - the gravitational forces around the
planet would tear them apart. The rings are actually made of billions of
chunks of ice all independently orbiting Saturn in a belt that is over
70,000km wide, but as little as 3m thick.

And, although the rings are a billion kilometres away, you don't have
to travel far to get a sense of what they must be like.

A glacial lagoon in Iceland, packed with icebergs was the perfect
filming location for the series, which left a lasting impression on the
programme's presenter, Brian Cox.

"l climbed up a floating iceberg in the lagoon and was left there alone
whilst we did a series of sweeping helicopter shots," he recalls.

"It was a magical and quiet place (until the helicopter flew past) and |
allowed my mind to drift. The rings are magnificently pure water-ice,
just like the icebergs,and | genuinely felt transported three-quarters of a
billion miles away to the rings of Saturn.

"I make a comment on the show to that effect in an astonishingly
broad Oldham accent, which shows that my mind was elsewhere!"

It's by studying the dynamics of the icebergsin the rings that scientists
hope to understand how the whole Solar System formed.
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One of the enduring mysteries of the Solar Systemis how the ordered
network of planets orbiting the Sun spontaneously emerged form the
chaosof space.In Saturn'srings, we can seesimilar ordered patterns and
structures assembling themselves from the chaos of the ring particles.

Images sent back from the Cassini spacecraft (which has beenin orbit
around Saturn since 2004) have revealed how the fine structure of the
rings is broken up into intricate patterns of thousands of ringlets and
gaps.

Carl Murray, from Queen Mary College in London, is one of the senior
British astronomers on the Cassini mission.

He believesthe whole Saturn system s an excellent model for the early
Solar System. "In the rings, we're learning something about our own
origins," he says.

Becausethe physical processesthat go on in the rings are probably
similar to what went on in the early Solar System and we've got this
incredible opportunity to observe those processeshappening in front of
our eyes."

One of the key discoveries has been the role Saturn's moons play in
maintaining the order and structure of the rings. Saturn has a network of
over 60 moons and as they orbit the planet their gravitational influence
sweeps through the rings.

In some of the most breathtaking pictures from Cassini we can actually
watch the moons at work. As the moons passcloseto - or even through
the rings, their gravitational pull tugs waves of the ring particles towards
them, twisting and shaping the ring and sweeping paths through them.

These close-range effects are wonderful to watch. But the most
significant influence is wielded by the moons that orbit thousands of km
outside the rings. Even at this distance, they carve delicate patterns in
the rings through a phenomenon called orbital resonance.

The particles of ice in the rings orbit Saturn like cars speeding along a
road.

Particles nearest to the planet move more quickly than those further
away. Beyond the rings, the moons orbit even more slowy.

Resonancesoccur between the moons and ring particles whose orbital
rate is a simple ratio of the moon's orbit. For instance if a ring particle
orbits the planet in exactly half the time that the moon does, it will
always line up with the moon in exactly the sameplace in orbit and will
repeatedly get a gravitational tug in exactly the same direction.
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Over many orbits, these tiny nudges add up and shepherd the
particles into one of Saturn's countless ringlets.

But orbital resonancescan do much more than gently sculpt Saturn's
rings.

It's now believed orbital resonancesbetween planets played a crucial
role in the evolution of the whole Solar System - and may ultimately
have helped make Earth a habitable planet.

Influence on Earth

It is thought that the giant planets did not form where they are now -
instead their orbits drifted for hundreds of million of years. Eventually,
the two giants of the Solar System, Jupiter and Saturn, fell into aresonant
order - where Jupiter was orbiting exactly twice in the time it took Saturn
to complete one lap of the Sun.

This resonance had such a powerful gravitational surge that it
distorted the orbits of all the outer planets.

It's believed that Neptune was catapulted from its orbit into the heart
of the Kuiper Belt, the ring of icy comets surrounding the Solar System,
where it caused chaos.

For a hundred million years, a rain of comets was fired from the
Kuiper Belt into the inner Solar System. It was called the Late Heavy
Bombardment.

The comets left their scars.The craters they caused can still be seenon
the moon - and the Earth would have received similar damage.

But the effectsweren't all bad. It's believed that up to half the water we
have on Earth today was delivered by that rain of comets.

The same forces of orbital resonance we see carving the delicate
patterns in Saturn's rings helped to make our planet the place it is today.

You can seethe secondpart of Wondersof the Solar Systemwith Professor
Brian Cox on BBC Two this Sunday (2100 GMT)

This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Powering up

By Michael Fitzpatrick
Tokyo

Following the success of a half-price subsidy for CO2-busting fuel-
cell heat and energy generators for homes, Japan is now poised to ship
its attention to supplying the UK and Germany with this hi-tech next-
generation energy source.

With over 5,000fuel cells providing heat and energy for conventional
homes up and down Japan,the BBC has learnt that companies such as
electronics giant Panasonicare in talks with EU governments about the
possibility of bringing these proven energy and carbon-saving devicesto
market in Europe and elsewhere.

Panasonic has described the interest in its commercial fuel-cell project
from the German, Korean and UK governments as "intense", and is
confident that Japan,asthe first to start commercial salesfor homes last
year, will be the forerunner in bringing the technology into common use.

Fuel cells - a technology that has beenaround for more than 100years
- convert fuels such as hydrogen and natural gasinto electricity through
an electrochemical reaction. The resultant heat generated also warms
buildings in gas-boiler-sized boxes known as cogeneration fuel cells.

The idea is to generate all of the heating and hot water and the
majority of the electricity needed by a typical UK home, without the
need to be connected to the energy wasteful national grid.

Such efficient use of gas supplies can save the consumer around 25%
of total energy costs,and reduce eachhome's CO2 emissions by up to 2.5
tonnes per annum, according to their makers.

They also claim customers can earn back the system's relatively high
cost, running at present into thousands of pounds, within a few years
through utility bill savings.

Cost issue

Panasonicand Toshiba, another manufacturer of home-use fuel cellsin
Japan, sell their cogeneration fuel cells through energy companies such
as Tokyo Gasfor around 3.1to 2.2 million yen. Panasonicclaims around
3,000 customers so far, including the Japanese PM's office.

Half that price is met by the government on each purchase, while
other incentives bring the real price down for consumers to about 1
million yen (£7,300).
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“If the price falls again still, its popularity will gain momentum,"
general manager of Panasonic'sfuel cell project, Mr YasumasaKurosaki,
told the BBC. He added that the company aimed at fixing the per-unit
price at around 500,000 yen, and get it even lower in the near future.

With economies of scale, Panasonic says, such devices could be
competitively priced at around a couple of thousand of pounds by 20013.

"With over 40,000hours running time already logged, we have proven
the safety, reliability and CO2 savings of our devices in the real world
while salesare improving gradually. We expect next year's salesto be up
20-30% on the last fiscal year," he said.

The UK government has estimated that microgeneration products,
such as fuel-cell combined-heat-and-power (CHP) units, have the
potential to supply over one-third of the country's total electricity needs
and help meet its environmental obligations.

However, high capital costs are still a major barrier to widespread
adoption of fuel-cell technology.

Fuel-cell makers have yet to turn a profit despite the massive
investments in Japan and elsewhere around the world.

But some are optimistic the gas-burning-without-combustion systems
could be the answer to soaring fuel costs and lowering carbon emissions.

Pay-back time

"Once fuel cells hit the US$5,000(£3,300)mark, which we imagine will
happen in the next 2 years, these units will become as compelling to
home owners as energy-saving water-heaters and double-glazing,"”
Tokyo- based entrepreneur and business analyst Terrie Lloyd told the
BBC.

"It will be hard to ignore a product that might save US$2,5000r more a
year on energy bills."

The UK government meanwhile recently announced further support
for the adoption of the technology with a money-back feed-in-tariff (FIT)
for all fuel-cell owners that starts this April.

Under the FIT, any household installing a fuel cell will receive a
generation payment of 10p/ kWh for all electricity generated over a
10-year period, plus an additional export payment of 3p/ kwh for any
electricity that is not consumed in the home and is fed back into the grid.
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Importantly, households will still retain the efficiency savings on their
energy bills, providing an incentive to consume any electricity generated
on-site, in preference to exporting to the grid.

"On average, a home fuel user can expect about £360-a-yearcash-back
in addition to the energy bill savings from consuming the electricity
generated on-site," according to the UK's leading fuel-cell maker, Ceres
Power.

The company plans to go into mass production after completing field
studies this year. Initial prices for its generators are not yet available but
they are unlikely to match Japanesecompetiveness, says Mr Lloyd, as
Japan has achieved a big start with widespread commercialization last
year.

Export possibilities

Despite high prices, somethink the market is ready to explode. Tokyo-
based researchfirm Fuji-Keizai Group has estimated Japan'smarket for
fuel cells will expand nearly 100-fold from fiscal 2009to 1.61trillion yen

in fiscal 2025 owing to uptake of the technology for housing and
vehicles.

Fuel-cell systems for housing, says its report, will serve as a driving
force for the market until 2018when fuel-celled cars are expectedto take
over demand.

Panasonicis bullish about possible exports of Japaneseknow-how to
the UK and Germany where gasis generally cheaperthan electricity per
kW and solar cells offer a poor return on investment.

Mr Kurosaki said he was confident Panasonic could reduce costs,
increase efficiency and extend the life of its units which now have a
lifespan of 10yearsto make an attractive packageto overseasbuyers and
governments looking to cut CO2 emissions quickly.

With gas fuel for Japan'sfuel cells more costly per kW than electricity
in Japan, some analysts see Japan's nascent fuel-cell industry reaping
benefits abroad.

And with such high prices for gasin energy-poor Japan,take up of the
new technology may well fizzle out along with the government subsidies
that support the current market. Cutting capital costsand boosting sales
to compete abroad seemsthe only likelihood of successfor the Japanese
makers if they are to scale up and be competitive without subsidies.

147



This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.

148


http://news.bbc.co.uk

Climate linked to smaller birds

Songbirds on the US eastcoastare becoming smaller, a trend thought to
be driven by climate changes.
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Siberian tigers die at China zoo

By Michael Bristow
BBC News, Beijing

Eleven rare Siberian tigers have died over the last three months at a
z00 in north-eastern China.

The local authorities believe that a lack of food contributed to their
deaths, according to media reports.

The news is bound to raise concerns about the treatment of captive
tigers in China, which is this year celebrating the year of the tiger.

China hasonly about 50tigers left in the wild, but it has about 5,000in
captivity.

The tigers died at the Shenyang Forest Wild Animal Zoo in Liaoning
Province. That fact was confirmed by a worker at the zoo.

But there are discrepancies about how they died.

A local wildlife protection official, Liu Xiaogiang, is reported to have
said that malnutrition was one cause.

The tigers were apparently fed cheap chicken bones.

Mr Liu also said that the tigers had been kept in very small cages,
restricting their movement and lowering their resistance to disease.

A manager at the zoo, which is currently closed, said the animals
simply died of various diseases.

But however the tigers died, their deaths will inevitably raise
guestions about how the animals are treated in China.

Animal campaign groups say there is simply not enough protection
for tigers held in the country's zoos and farms.

A spokesman for the International Fund for Animal Welfare in Beijing
said: "[The government has] given too many credentials to groups that
do not have the capability of taking care of these animals."

Tiger trade

In China there is also still a trade in tiger parts, which are used in
traditional Chinese medicine.

They are used to treat rheumatism and to strengthen bones.

The BBC recently found that the Siberia Tiger Park, based in
Heilongjiang Province in the northeast of China, is selling a "tiger bone
wine" that contains three small tiger bones.
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These issues have been discussed for some time, both inside and
outside China, but they are being given extra prominence this year -
because this year is the year of the tiger.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting

Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Decapitated group 'were Vikings'

Fifty-one decapitated skeletons found in a burial pit in Dorset were
those of Scandinavian Vikings, scientists say.

Mystery has surrounded the identity of the group since they were
discovered at Ridgeway Hill, near Weymouth, in June.

Analysis of teeth from 10 of the men revealed they had grown up in
countries with a colder climate than Britain.

Archaeologists from Oxford believe the men were probably executed
by local Anglo Saxonsin front of an audience sometime between AD 910
and AD 1030.

The Anglo Saxonswere increasingly falling victim to Viking raids and
eventually the country was ruled by a Danish king.

The mass grave is one of the largest examples of executed foreigners
buried in one spot.

"Any massgraveis a relatively rare find, but to find oneon this scale from
this period of history, is extremely unustal

David Score, Oxford Archaeology

It was discovered during investigative excavation work before
construction started on a controversial £87m relief road through the
ridgeway.

Samples of 10 remains were identified as Scandinavian by Dr Jane
Evans and Carolyn Chenery, of NERC Isotope GeosciencesLaboratory,
part of the British Geological Survey, based in Nottingham.

Their work has revealed that the men had scattered Scandinavian
origins, with one even thought to be from north of the Arctic Circle.

Isotopes in the men's teeth also show they had eaten a high protein
diet, comparable with known sites in Sweden.

Initially, it was thought the burial site dated from the Iron Age (from
BC 800)to early Roman times (from AD 43) after examining pottery in
the pit, later identified as a Roman quarry.

Radiocarbon dating later revealed they were from the Saxon period.

Oxford Archaeology removed the 51 skulls from the ground and are
continuing to examine the remains to try to link the find to historical
events.
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Project manager David Score said: "To find out that the young men
executed were Vikings is a thrilling development.

"Any massgrave is a relatively rare find, but to find one on this scale,
from this period of history, is extremely unusual.”

He added that without analysing all the bodies it was impossible to
know for certain that all the skeletons were those of Vikings, but it was
possible to make a "strong inference".

The archaeologists believe the men were stripped naked either before
being killed, or before being buried, becausethere was no evidence of
clothing, such as pins or toggles.

Most of them were in their late teensto early 20s,with a handful in
their 30s.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Thalidomide effect mystery solved

Scientists have discovered the primary mechanism by which
thalidomide causes malformed limbs in developing embryos.

This side-effect was recognised after thousands of affected children
were born to mothers who had been prescribed the drug for morning
sickness.

Researchin the journal Sciencereveals that thalidomide binds to and
renders inactive the protein cereblon, which is very important in limb
formation.

This finding could help the development of safer thalidomide-like
drugs.

'‘Unknown mechanism’

Thalidomide can be effective in the treatment of certain cancersand
leprosy, but its infamous side-effect, which is known as teratogenicity,
mean that for women its use remains risky and controversial.

Medical researcherswould therefore like to develop drugs that mimic
the action of thalidomide, but do not affect limb development.

The research team, led by Takumi Ito from the Tokyo Institute of
Technology in Japan, managed to isolate the negative effects of this
"potentially useful” drug.

They setout to discover which target molecules thalidomide bound to
in the body. They did this using tiny beadsthat extracted eachindividual
molecule the drug bound to.

The scientists confirmed their conclusion by using genetic techniques
to reduce the production of the cereblon protein in developing zebrafish
and chick embryos.

The embryos with reduced cereblon had similar developmental
defects to those that were treated with thalidomide.

"We [have shown] that cereblon... is a primary target of thalidomide
teratogenicity," the researchers wrote in their Science article.

Dr Ito told BBC News: "Although the mechanism for the teratogenic
effect was made clear, the mechanism for its therapeutic effects remains
unknown.

“[If we want to develop] a new drug devoid of teratogenic activity, it is
important to understand [this] mechanism... this is what we are heading
for."
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This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Scan 'can distinguish memories'

Scientists say they have been able to tell which past event a person
Is recalling using a brain scan.

The University College London researchersshowed people film clips
and were able to predict which ones they were subsequently thinking
about.

The research, published in Current Biology, provides insight into how
memories are recorded.

The authors hope the findings will ultimately contribute to
development of treatments for memory loss.

Previous research has shown brain scanscan predict simpler thought
processes such as distinguishing between colours, objects or places.

The UCL researcherssay recalling memories of past events is a more
complex process.

Everyday memories

The study builds on a previous discovery by the same team that they
could tell where a person was standing in a virtual reality room using a
brain scan.

“In our previous experiment, we were looking at basic memories, at
someone'slocation in an environment," says Professor Maguire, from the
Wellcome Trust Centre for Neuroimaging at UCL, who led the study.

"What is more interesting is to look at 'episodic’ memories - the
complex, everyday memories that include much more information on
where we are, what we are doing and how we feel."

"Now that we aredevelopinga clearermicture of howour memoriesrestored,
we hopeto examinehow they are affectedby time, the ageingprocessand by
brain injury”

Professor Eleanor Maguire, UCL

The researchersasked 10 volunteers to watch three short film clips of
people doing everyday activities such a posting a letter or throwing a
coffee cup in a bin.

The volunteers were then asked to remember each of the films in turn
while inside a specialist MRI scanner,which recorded brain activity that
was then studied by a computer programme.
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First time

The researchers found that in subsequent scanning sessions, the
computer algorithm could predict which film the volunteers were
thinking about from the pattern of their brain activity.

They said it was the first time that brain scans had been used to
distinguish between memories of past events.

Experts praised the research. Richard Morris, professor of
neuroscience at the University of Edinburgh, said: "Thesefindings are a
really valuable advance on traditional ways of analysing brain images.
They look not just at the strength of the signal, but the actual pattern of
activity across the brain.

"By doing this in memory areas, it is possible for the first time to
distinguish one memory from another - even if both memories are
equally strong."

"The computer algorithm doesn't really ‘read’ memories- it merely
distinguishes one from anotheér.

Professor Richard Morris, Glasgow University

But he pointed out that the research does not mean it is possible to
literally know what a person is remembering.

"The computer algorithm doesn't really ‘'read’ memories - it merely
distinguishes one from another."”

He said the findings could lead to a whole range of interesting
developments.

"All manner of next stepscome to mind - such asdistinguishing atrue
memory from a false one, or a recent memory from one long ago."

The scientists say their research contributes to an understanding of
how memories are formed and recalled. They hope it will eventually
help develop treatments for people with memory loss though ageing or
brain injury.

Dr Susanne Sorensen, Alzheimer's Society's head of research said:
“This researchis interesting becauseit tells us more about how memories
are stored and recalled in normal healthy people.

"It is not directly related to the study of the memory problems that are
one of the symptoms of dementia, but the methods developed in this
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study may in the longer term help us investigate what goes wrong in
brains that are developing the diseases which cause dementia."

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting

Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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In pictures

Learning from bears' love of telegraph poles
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Half-cock chicken mystery solved

By Huw Williams
BBC Scotland reporter

Researchers say they've solved the mystery of why some chickens
hatch out half male and half female.

About one in every 10, 000 chickens is gynandromorphous, to use the
technical term.

In medieval times they might have been burned at the stake, as
witches familiars.

But now these chickens are shedding important new light on how
birds, and perhaps reptiles, develop.

It used to be thought that hormones instructed cells to develop in male
or female-specific ways.

That's what happens in mammals, including humans, and it leads to
secondary sexual characteristics like facial hair for men or breasts for
women.

But scientists at the Roslin Institute and the University of Edinburgh
say they have discovered that bird cells don't need to be programmed by
hormones.

Instead they are inherently male or female, and remain so even if they
end up mixed together in the same chicken.

It means a half-and-half chicken will have totally different plumage,
body shape, and muscle structure on the two halves of its body.

It even affects the wattles on the bird's head, and the spurs on its legs.
They will be larger on the cockerel half, and smaller on the hen half, of
the same bird.

Practical uses

Dr Michael Clinton of the Roslin Institute led the research,which has
just been published in the scientific journal Nature.
He said the findings were a surprise.

Dr Clinton explained: "We looked at these birds initially expecting
them not to be half-male and half-female. We thought there'd be a
mutation on one side of the body.

"But we found that they were half-male and half-female and that's
what actually showed us that the system was different in birds and
mammals."
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And researchers tested their theory with delicate and demanding
experiments.

"If you put female cells into a male body they'll develop into the
normal tissues, but they'll behave as female cells" Dr Clinton said.

The hope is that these findings might have immediate practical uses
for the poultry industry.

Dr Clinton said: "If we can understand what the differences between
the male and female identities are, then we can imagine making female
birds with the samegrowth characteristics asmales. That would increase
productivity, and food security."

But if there are vestiges of the same mechanism in mammals, inherited
from our reptilian evolutionary ancestors,then the researchcould help to
answer long-standing mysteries of human health.

Like, for example, why women live longer than men, or why men are
more at risk of heart attacks.

"But that will require much more investigation" Dr Clinton insisted.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Japan protest over tuna ban plan

There has been protest in Japan over a proposed ban on
international trade in Atlantic bluefin tuna, a day after the European
Union agreed to back the plan.

Wholesalers held a protest at Tokyo's fish market, while a top official
said Japan was likely to opt out of the ban.

The EU agreed on Wednesday to back the ban during next week's
meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
(Cites).

But Japaneseopponents say it would hit the country's massive tuna
market hard.

Bluefin tuna, which is used in sushi and sashimi, is highly prized in
Japan.

But Cites says stocks have declined by 80% in the past 40 years.
Nations will consider whether to list the speciesas endangered - until
stocks recover - at a meeting this weekend in Qatar.

Japanhas previously indicated that it will opt out of the ban - and its
top government spokesman said that nothing had changed.

"The Washington Convention [or Cites] is basically to protect
endangered species,but | personally doubt that bluefin tuna is currently
facing such a situation," Hirofumi Hirano said.

BBC Green Room
The plight of the bluefin

"Japanwill claim its unchanged position that resource control should
take place" instead of a trade ban, he said.

At Tsukiji fish market a group of traders protested against the
proposed ban.

"I don't think it's appropriate to discuss bluefin tuna in the forum for
endangered species, because you can preserve the species with
appropriate resource control," said Tadao Ban, president of the tuna
traders' association at the market.

"We want to protect Japanesefood culture and to prevent tuna from
disappearing as a food source," he said.

Japan consumes about three-quarters of the bluefin tuna caught
worldwide, and imports large amounts from France, Italy and Spain.
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Under a Cites ban, EU member stateswould not be allowed to export
bluefin caught in their waters, and would not be able to fish in
international waters.

The EU is backing exemptions for traditional fishers and deferring the
ban for a year.

Japanis not opposed to bluefin conservation, but believes such matters
should be regulated by regional fisheries bodies such asthe International
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (Iccat).

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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EU to back bluefin tuna trade ban

The EU has decided to support a ban on international trade in
Atlantic bluefin tuna, reports indicate.

The bloc is reported to have agreed to push for a ban at next week's
meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES).

The US has already backed such a move, but Japan - where most
bluefin is eaten - may opt out of CITES controls.

The EU is likely to back exemptions for traditional fishers, and defer
the ban pending scientific reports.

Malta is reportedly the only nation to have voted against the ban.
The details of the EU decision have not yet been formally released.

Last year, scientists commissioned by the International Commission
for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (lccat) said the bluefin's decline
had been so stark that a ban was merited.

Iccat's member states, however - which include EU nations such as
Spain, France and Italy - decided to continue fishing, but with lowered
guotas.

The stock is now at about 15% of the level it was in the era before
industrial fishing began.

Most bluefin is sold to Japanfor usein sushi and sashimi restaurants.
Under a CITES ban, EU member stateswould not be allowed to export
bluefin caught in their waters to Japan,and would not be able to fish in
international waters.

However, conservationists and some EU countries have been
concerned that other Iccat countries around the Mediterranean - the
principal fishing ground - could also opt out of a CITES ban.

That would allow those countries to continue fishing and exporting
the tuna to Japan.

The CITES meeting, in Qatar, opens this weekend.

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Huge meat-eater plant eats poo

The largest meat-eating plant in the world eats animal poo study finds.
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Ring may be giant 'impact crater'

By Paul Rincon
Science reporter, BBC News, The Woodlands, Texas

Deforestation has revealed what could be a giant impact crater in
Central Africa, scientists say.

The 36-46km-wide feature, identified in DR Congo, may be one of the
largest such structures discovered in the last decade.

Italian researchersconsidered other origins for the ring, but say these
are unlikely.

They presented their findings at the recent Lunar and Planetary
Science Conference in Texas, US.

The ring shapeis clearly visible in the satellite image by TerraMetrics
Inc reproduced on this page.

Only about terrestrial 25 impact craters are of comparable size or
larger, according to the web-based Earth Impact Database.

Giovanni Monegato, from the University of Padova, said the feature
was revealed only after trees were cleared from the area over the last
decade.

The Unia River flows around the ring structure, underlining its round
shape. The central part of the Wembo-Nyama feature is irregular and
about 550m in elevation.

This is about 50-60mhigher than the depression where the river flows.
Although this might sound counter-intuitive, experts say that impact
craters can sometimes lift up dense rocks. The surrounding rocks may
subsequently erode, leaving a dome.

Confirmation needed

The putative crater lacks a well-defined outer ridge, though the
University of Padova team says this could be explained by deep
weathering and erosion in the tropical climate.

They add that the drainage pattern in the ring is very similar to those
found in large impact craters in humid environments.

LARGEST IMPACT CRATERS

The Chicxulub crater is buried under Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula
¥ Vredefort: S Africa, 300km-wide, 2 billion years old
¥ Sudbury: Canada, 250km-wide, 1.8 billion years old
¥ Chicxulub: Mexico, 170km-wide, 65 million years old
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¥ Popigai: Russia, 100km-wide, 35.7 million years old
¥ Manicouagan: Canada, 100km-wide, 214 million years old

Mr Monegato said the team would now have to travel to the region to
carry out field studies. Researcherswould examine rocks from the site
for tell-tale signs associated with space impacts.

These might include shocked quartz - a form of the mineral which
occurs where rocks have been hit suddenly by a massive force. It is
found only at nuclear explosion sites and at asteroid impact sites.

Finding such evidence will be crucial to confirm an impact origin over
other processes which might explain the structure.

The researchershave considered whether volcanism or salt diapirism
(a processwhere evaporite minerals intrude vertically into surrounding
rock, forming dome-like structures on the surface) could be responsible
for the annulus.

But Mr Monegato and his colleagues say the known geology of the
region - along with other features of the structure (for example, no
known salt diapirs reach such a great size) - appear to rule out such
explanations.

"I am quite optimistic about an impact crater origin for this ring," Mr
Monegato told BBC News.

If it is an impact structure, the scientists estimate it could have been
punched into the crust by a space rock measuring about 2km across.

Further studies will be required to accurately determine an age for the
ring, but it appears to post-date the Jurassic Period.

Paul.Rincon-INTERNET@bbc.co.uk

This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Hailing the arrival of alien predators

VIEWPOINT
Matthew Cock

Europe is about to release its first non-native "biological control”
species to curb the spread of Japanese knotweed, and about time too,
says scientist Dr Matthew Cock. In this week's Green Room, he sets
out the case in favour of introducing natural predators to halt the
march of invasive species.

"It hasbeenestimatedhat to managelapanesknotweedn the UK, without
successfubiologicalcontrol, would leavefarmers,gardenersand local councils
facing a bill of at least £13.5bn

Superweed predator to be released

For the first time in Europe, the UK government has granted approval
for an insect from Japanto be releasedin order to control the invasive
plant, Japanese knotweed.

It is the first time a "biological control" approach has been used in
Europe against a plant.

But the concept is far from new, and Europe has been lagging behind
other regions that have had more challenging experienceswith invasive
non-native species.

Japaneseknotweed is a notorious plant, famed for its ability to burst
through tarmac and crack concrete. Justfinding it on a development site
can result in huge additional costsor force developers to find alternative
sites.

There have even been reports of mortgage companies refusing to lend
to house buyers whose dream homes have Japaneseknotweed in the
garden.

In contrast, in its native range in Japan,it is just another member of the
Japaneseflora and it is fed upon by over 200 natural enemies, mostly
plant-eating insects and plant diseases.

It is amongst these natural enemies that scientists believe the answer
lies.

Counting the cost
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Alien plants in the UK cost a vast amount of money and this
expenditure, like the plants themselves, tends to expand at an ever-
increasing rate.

It has been estimated that to manage Japaneseknotweed in the UK,
without successful biological control, would leave farmers, gardeners
and local councils facing a bill of at least£13.5bn($20.4bn;15bn euros) by
the end of the century.

This does not include the less obvious costs to the environment and
those species that are displaced by these invaders.

The rate at which new plant invasions are happening is accelerating,
as a result of factors such as increasingly mobile human populations,
larger volumes of traded goods and climate change, all of which make it
easier for plants to reach new areas.

Europe needsto find new ways to combat the most damaging species
that become established.

The majority of these newcomers arrive without their natural enemies
that can keep them in checkin their native range, and this may give the
exotic plants a great advantage over their new neighbours.

Biological control - the use of living organisms to control pest
populations - can be thought of as a means of levelling the playing field
by introducing some of the specialist natural enemies that exert control
on the pests in their native range.

However, this can only be done with extreme care.
Safety first

| am an environmental scientist. The first question | ask before
proposing to import a new organism is: "Is it safe"

Worldwide, there have been more than 7,000 introductions of
biological control agents to date, about 1,300 of which were for weed
biological control. The remainder was for control of invertebrate pests,
mostly insects.

Of the 1,300 releasesagainst weeds, more than 400 different agents
have beenreleasedagainst more than 150different target weeds over the
last 110 years. Of these, only nine produced any collateral damage such
as feeding on native species.

| imagine that some readers will be asking: "What about the cane toad"
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The canetoad was introduced into Australia from South America by
the sugar caneindustry in 1935becauseit was known to eat some of the
most important sugar cane pests.

There was no consideration of what the potential food range would be,
or what impact the cane toads might have on the native fauna.

Not surprisingly, the toads - which grow to 20cm (8in) - turned their
carnivorous attention to anything that moved. They will eat anything
that they can get into their mouths.

The toads went on to become a significant problem, having a
detrimental effect on native fauna, including amphibians and reptiles, as
well as poisoning domestic and wild animals that tried to eat them.

Today's practitioners of biological control consider this release an
ecological disaster, but one which demonstrates very clearly what can
happen when a generalist predator is introduced without considering
the risks that they present to species other than the target pests.

Those who regulate the introduction of biological control agents have
learnt this lesson.

The methodology of scienceand predictability of introducing an exotic
insect or plant diseasefor biological control hasimproved greatly, sothat
tests carried out by scientists allow good predictions to be made of what
will happen in terms of safety when a weed biological control agent is
introduced.

No introduction of an exotic organism can be entirely risk free, but the
risk of a highly studied, specialist natural enemy feeding outside its
experimentally evaluated host plant range is extremely low.

Overall, the safety record of weed biological control has been
exemplary and the beneficial impact has been enormous.

Making up lost time

In the last 50 years, five countries have led the world in implementing
successful weed biological control: Australia, Canada, New Zealand,
South Africa and the US.

In countries like these, research into biological control is always
considered and often prioritised when a new and problematic invasive
plant species get out of hand.

Between them, they have tackled more than 100 weeds and achieved
partial or substantial control of more than 50, with at least 30
programmes active at the moment and too early to judge.
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To give just one example, the alien invasive rubber vine weed was
successfully brought under control in Australia.

Introduced from Madagascar in the 19th Century, this aggressive
climber was considered the single biggest threat to natural ecosystemsin
tropical Australia.

By the late 1980s, infestations were vast, covering 40,000 square
kilometres. A rust fungus, Maravalia cryptostegiaewas identified as a
highly promising biological control agent and after extensive trials to
assess it safety, aerial releases were made in Australia in 1995.

It is promising to be one of the most successful biological control
programmes ever carried out, with heavy damage to the weed allowing
regeneration of native forests. It was estimated to have provided a net
value of £140m by 2005 - a saving that is growing year on yeatr.

The UK's Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)
decision to grant a licence to release a biological control agent for
Japaneseknotweed is a milestone decision for Europe that will open the
way to assessthe scope for biological control of other alien weeds such
as floating pennywort and Himalayan balsam, themselves very obvious
and damaging invaders.

Europe can now start to catch up with the rest of the world and gain
the benefits of sustainable, environmentally safe biological control of
some of its most environmentally damaging alien invasive weeds.

Dr Matthew Cockis chief scientistfor Cabi, a not-for-profit science-based
development and information organisation

The Green Roomis a seriesof opinion articles on environmentaltopics
running weekly on the BBC News website

Do you agree with Dr Cock Is biological control a cost effective way
to tackle non-native invasive species Will natural predators help curb
the spread of prolific plants like Japanese knotweed Or are the risks of
introducing novel species into an ecosystem too high

Send us your comments using the form below:

This article is from the BBC News website. a© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Aboriginal whaling rights slipping

VIEWPOINT
Chris Butler-Stroud

Commercial and political interests are abusing historical whaling
rights of indigenous people, says Chris Butler-Stroud. In this week's
Green Room, he says that ambiguities in international regulations are
creating a "dangerous and uncertain" future for whales.

"Thelid on whaling's Pandora’'sboxis not beingjust slightly openedy the
whalers, but is being well and truly ripped open

When the authors of the International Convention for the Regulation
of Whaling negotiated their first draft in 1946 and created the
International Whaling Commission (IWC), they acceptedthat there were
people, especially in the high Arctic, that relied on whales and other
wildlife for their survival.

So,when the world community imposed a moratorium on commercial
whaling in 1986,the IWC continued its longstanding policy of allowing
certain "indigenous" peoplesto hunt otherwise protected whales for local
use to satisfy their nutritional subsistence and cultural needs.

In doing so, they created a category of Aboriginal SubsistenceWhaling
(ASW).

But little did they contemplate that in the opening decadesof the 21st
Century, it would be acceptablefor ASW whalers to sell whole whales to

corporate wholesalers, with processed meat being sold in supermarkets
to anyone in Greenland, including tourists.

Loose language

The concept of indigenous whalers taking enough whales to feed their
family and friends appears to have been so self-evident to those early
regulators that they made no attempt to define many key terms,

including "aboriginal”, "local use" or "subsistence".

The world's whaling policy remains in a state of flux Whale chief mulls
ending hunt ban

Despite the expansion of ASW in recent decades,the IWC has still not
defined those terms; nor has it ever implemented a management regime
for these hunts.
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Thanks to this lack of a clear regulatory framework, the establishment
of ASW quotas and the operation of these hunts have become
controversial issues for the IWC.

In the absenceof any formal definition of "aboriginal”, governments
simply nominate those peoples whom they consider applicable and there
IS no requirement that they meet any definition of indigenous people
agreed in international law based on cultural or anthropological
parameters.

Following this process, the IWC has granted ASW quotas that allow
the Chukotkan people of Russiaand the Inuit of Alaska to take bowhead
and gray whales.

Since 1983, it has also permitted "the taking by aborigines" of fin,
minke and Bowhead whales in Greenland, but unlike the Alaskan Inuit,
the Greenlandic Home Rule Government has exploited the ambiguities
in the treaty about whose "needs" the whales are to meet.

Greenland regards the total number of "Greenlanders born in
Greenland" (including non-native people) as qualifying and, is now
seeking yet a further increase in its ASW quota - even though, to all
appearances,the indigenous whalers and their communities have more
than enough whale meat to meet their subsistence needs.

For the IWC, this poses a significant problem; its "accepted practice"”
has allowed whale meat from ASW hunts to be traded in order to pay
hunting costs etc, but on the assumption that the trade is limited to
within a small and localised group of peoples.

However, Greenland defines the whole territory of over 55,000people
as a local community.

As a result, all residents, not necessarily just the Inuit population, can
consume the whale products and it is now also distributed through
commercial outlets such as supermarkets.

It seemsthat "surplus" minke whale meat can even be sold abroad.
This extensive commercialisation suggeststhat the whaling communities
whose needs the IWC believed it was meeting have more than enough
whales.

Demand and supply

Indeed, the Greenlanders kill some 4,000 small whales and dolphins
annually and have not even taken all their available IWC quotas of fin
and minke whales in the last 20 years.
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Concerns have been voiced about "Aboriginal  Subsistence
Whaling" Guide to the world's great whales

But now, referring to its claimed "wider population”, Greenland states
that its existing quota does not meet its needs and it wants more whales.

Three years ago, it secured a quota of two bowhead whales and 25
more minke whales. Over the last two years, Greenland has demand an
additional quota of 10 humpback whales a year.

Many EU countries, which historically have looked sympathetically at
ASW requests, have expressed their concern at this insistence on even
more whales for no demonstrated need, but they find themselves held
hostage by Denmark and its ally, Sweden, who have been lobbying to
give Greenland any quota that it specifies.

Disagreements on internal EU voting procedures required when the
EU needsto act asa co-ordinated body could seeDenmark and her allies
trying to causethe EU to abstain rather than oppose the item when it
comes up for decision this week.

The IWC Parties meeting in Florida this month will also consider
proposals to legitimise the existing commercial whaling for Japan,
Iceland and Norway.

The question must be asked: "What will stand in the way of Greenland
or others arguing in the near future that they should be able to expand
their whaling to become commercial whaling not unlike Norway and
Japan”

It seemsthe lid on whaling's Pandora's box is not being just slightly
opened by the whalers, but is being well and truly ripped open.

This is creating a dangerous and uncertain future world for the whales
and an IWC that is robbed of any real decision-making capability.

The coming year could seeconservation take a back seatto back room
deals and political fixes.

The only guarantee is that in 20 years' time we shall be wondering
how we let our elected officials get away with it.

Chris Butler-Stroudis chiefexecutiveofthe Whaleand Dolphin Conservation
Society (WDCS)

The Green Roomis a seriesof opinion articles on environmental topics
running weekly on the BBC News website
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Do you agree with Chris Butler-Stroud Are historic whaling rights
being abused by commercial and political interests Is international
whaling policy up to the task of protecting the marine mammals Is it
time to legitimise whale hunting

These greedy countries like Japanand Norway and Greenland - will
keep on chipping away at any conservation law - greed is driving this
push to kil more whales... It has to stop one and for all - ban all
whaling...

Paul Rathbone, Newcastle upon Tyne

Hurry of commercial world is much faster than the natural growth of
fishery and steady attitude of aboriginals. The penetration of commercial
world in these remote areas is really alarming. Commercial world is
governed by the growth and multiplying consumption of human
population. We must support the view point of Mr.Chris butler-stroud
and the rights of aboriginals must be protected. We are standing at a
point where our small mistakes can put us in a very troublesome state
and good decisions can enhancethe marine environment and ultimately
our planet. Its not only the future of whale, its not only aboriginal rights
or commercial rights, it is about existence of the human beings. Every
small preservation step is important for well being of natural system and
human beings. The MPA is key aspectin marine life protection. Timings
and catch of fisheries must be strictly regulated. Aboriginals and
fisherman must be volunteered protection of whales and similar fishes.
The marin!

e life is entirely dependent on different patterns of food choices,
management of toxic waste, climate change efforts and most important is
check on human population.

Sanjay Singh Thakur, Indore,India

Yes | agree completely with Chris, | suspectthat Japanis politically (
it's "buying” votes from these members and encourages the ongoing
markets) behind the resurgence in whaling.

Udo Hennig, Townsville Australia

This is horrendous news | had no idea the IWC were so powerless.
They really need to redefine the guidelines to prevent the loopholes and
move quickly with the times, despite any political interests. The IWC
must stop this blatant abuse of historic whaling rights before things go
too far once again for the whales.
emma steward, Plymouth/ UK
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It is so clear that if people keeping consume wildlife and menipulating
to take more and more we are in the way to lose more spiecesin our
preciouce earth and if IWC going to let AWC to traiding on whales
products so we hav to say good bay to the rest whales for ever !!!
salwa saleh ibrahim, muscat-oman

The abuse of these historical whaling rights should seethem revoked
entirely. With the modern development of what may have been
historically whale dependant nations the needless slaughter of whales
should be phased out. At leat quotas should be reduced to reflect
development rather than increased. Let them eat chicken, pork and beef
like the rest of us.

Fins 'n' Flukes, Ha'apai, Tonga.

as usual,,we continue to enslave,kill and disrupt the lives of animals
and other life forms that share the planet with us. we continue our non-
stop greed and use political situations as excuses,in years to come our
singlemindedness might blight our childrens future on this place, we all
call home.
JOHN GREGORY, new plymouth new zealand

With countries blatantly undermining the spirit of the IWC for their
own commercial interests, I'm surprised they don't just outright leave the
organization so that they don't need to pay lip service to it. What is the
point of the IWC if it is toothless, and cannot even patch loopholes in its
policies
Chris C, Salt Lake City, USA

There is nothing wrong with “"commercial whaling”, providing that the
catch quotas set are set in a conservative manner taking into account
scientific uncertainties, and that the operations are appropriately
monitored and regulated to ensure compliance with the quotas. In that
way, | do not care whether the whaling is termed "aboriginal
subsistence" or "commercial" for the political needs of those countries
voting for and against at the IWC. What matters is that whaling is
sustainable. This is the main reasonwhy the IWC was created, not to be
used as atool to grant whaling rights to some and take them away from
others, based on fuzzy conceptions of who should be able to catch and
who should not.
david, tokyo

A century of whaling may have released more than 100million tonnes
- or alarge forest's worth - of carbon into the atmosphere. For sure, our
oceanshave beenthe only true net sink of anthropogenic carbon in 200

176



years and, as the lungs of our planet, must be healthy to continue to
contribute this much needed mechanism. We cannot keep stripping
them bare! Killing whales and up to 80% of other commercial fish stocks
Is destroying the health of our earth's most important asset!

Chris Long, Luton, UK

Thesewhaling nations all claim to be preserving part of their "culture”
but none of them are using traditional boats and weapons from the 15th
century to kill the whales. This should be a requirement if indeed they
want to "preserve their culture”.

Tim Barlow, Plano Texas

Fully agreeit is obvoius that the IWC have encouraged the ASW into
kill more than the required need.
rory jackson, Co,Cork ireland

| think Killing the whales in our oceansis abominable. And to use a
loophole to allow whole whales to be sold and the meat eaten even by
tourists is ridiculous. | get that people need to eat, but at what costto the
planet and ecosystemas a whole | am tired of humans being greedy for
money and presuming that these marvelous animals will always be
around. And no, it is NOT time to legitimize whale hunting. It is time to
protect marine mammals from ourselves!

Veronica Winter, Asheville, NC

This article is absolutely correct. It ceasesto be "subsistence"whaling
the moment the whales are used for monetary gain as opposed to meat
for tribal food security. When whale meat is packaged and placed on
supermarket shelvesit is a commercial whaling businessand prohibited
by the IWC aswell as CITES. EU countries should respond to violations
of whaling regulations and bans with economic sanctions and boycotts.
AnimuX, USA

| agree.
Jaime Bolanos, Venezuela

Whales are not anything special, they are not the very highly
intelligent BN Dolphins of TV, they are cows of the ocean. Whales
should be treated as the sustainable marine resource that they are. The
IWC is tasked with ensuring that whale populations remain healthy and
that any whaing be sustainable. Without the IWC unregulated whaling
could decimate the numbers again. Minke whales are very abundant and
hardly endangered. Let them be hunted under IWC control. This is what
conservation is all about.

JDamer, Clifton NJ
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The Sealife Centre network shares WDCS's anxieties about the shift
to more commercial whaling and centres have already written to
environment ministers across Europe urging them to block the request
for a quota of 10 humpbacks. This is a slippery slope towards a
resumption of commercial whaling, which would simply be disastrous.
Rob Hicks, Dorset

every loophole that could possibly be exploited is being exploited.
what i don't totally understand, is the way the perception of whales has
changed in the past 10 years from animals that needed saving to animals
that need to be exploited. human exploitation / overuse of the earth's
resourcesis going to be our downfall asa species.and good riddance to
us when we leave.
skott daltonic, boston, MA / USA

Whale hunting shouldn't be allowed full stop. We've hunted the
animals so much that most of them are now endangered, there wont be
any whales in 20yearsif we just continue to let them slaughter them like
this. If the Inuits need them for food then that should be the only
acception made. Japan has more than enough whale meat, so has
greenland, it just seemslike they're hunting them for fun now which
wouldn't suprise me to be honest, as always seemsto be with humans.
Why would anyone want to kill such beautiful animals anyway It's sick.
Katrina, London, England

stop supporting this anti-whaling hysteria and the grandstanding of
the anti whaling lobby. there are enough whales from a number of
speciesthat can very well be harvested in a sustainable manner leaving
more then enough whales for anyone to watch them including the
fanatic bleeding heart activists. rhinos, tigers, sharks, elephants etc., etc.
are for the dire lack of resources poached to extinction right under the
nosesof the sameactivists whilst millions are wasted to harassthe taking
of a few surplus whales
dereck conow, toronto/ontario

As a South Asian | am completely agreed with this nice article. His
concept is all right. Due to overpopulation and over-hunting legally or
illegally is the one of the important factors of disappearance of such type
of marine animals in the river and oceans.In my childhood | have seena
large number of Shusuk (black dolphin) in our local river Gorai in the
Kushtia district. Now their existence is rear. However,whales and
dolphins are in an ecological dangers. The long-term prospects of these
special animals in these water is endangered by increasing threats, both
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natural and man-made, and that includes incidental killing in gill-net
fisheries, depletion of prey due to loss of fish and crustacean spawning
habitat and toxic contamination from large, upstream human population
centers. | would like say,an additional threat was declining freshwater
flows from upstream extraction in the River Ganges and sea-level rise
resulting from global climate change.So,itis time to legitimise the whale
hunting.

Engr Salam, Kushtia,Bangladesh

My country whaled in fact at one time we were the third biggest
Industry but times change and people grow up...My people Maori are
the indigenous peopel of the land here in NZ.

We walked away from this butchery, and we revere the Whale as the
NZ film Whale Rider has shown, yet we have what can only be termed
as a "Paper" Maori in Mr Toyko Roselnwood loudly proclaiming to all
who will listen that we are a Whaling culture...we are not and what the
IWC is doing can only be seenas what it is the "Final Solution" of a
Speciesfor profit...In the future our childrens children will look back at
these people with disdain and contempt at what governments and the
Whaling Industry is involved in the mass Indutrial destruction of a
magestic Species.

Gbaes, New Zealand

To anyone who thinks that whales should be 'sustainably hunted' for
commercial sale | ask you this: is it morally defensible to fire an
exploding missile into a fully conscious animal Becauseof the size of
whales, the inability to restrain them during slaughter, and the
unpredictable and difficult hunting environment, there is simply no
reliably humane way to kill whales at sea.Recentdata shows that whales
can take over an hour to die from the horrific wounds caused by the
explosion inside their bodies, most likely eventually bleeding to death.
Whichever way you look at this it cannot be defended as a way to treat
animals in the 21st century. As long as commercial whaling involves
such crude slaughter and immense suffering then it shouldn't matter
how sustainable it might be - whether there are one hundred whales or
one million whales in the oceans, this cruelty simply should not be
allowed.

Claire Bass, London, UK

This article is from the BBC News website. 8© British Broadcasting
Corporation, The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites.
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Earth Watch

Ugly rumours put rhinos and tigers on extinction road
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Richard Black on what's happening to our shared
environment
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