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Internet Monk

Update on Art Auction

Justnotified by Michael Buckley that $200has come in so far from the
art auction for Michael and Denise. The auction ends tonight at 9pm, so
check it out before itOs too late!

And thanks to all who have participated.
Even more thanks to Michael.



Now thatOs some Bible calculatinOE

Thus vindicating Harold Camping.
I, Chaplain Mike, approved this message.



While WeOre on the SubjectE

By Chaplain Mike.

Since weOvebeen talking about eschatology, the end times, and JesusO
return lately, we might aswell take a look at one of AmericaOsforemost
prophetic prognosticators.

YouOveprobably heard something about the enthusiasts who think a
great catastrophe that might lead to the end of the world will happen in
2012 based on the Mayan calendar, ancient prophecies, and certain
natural phenomena that are predicted for that year.

Not so! says Harold Camping, citing a complete lack of Biblical
support for the date. Instead, Camping is convinced the rapture will take
place on May 11, 2011, and the end of the world on October 21, 2011

Who is Harold Camping?

Camping, now 88 years old, has studied the Bible seriously for more
than 70 years and is the founder and president of Family Radio, which
describesitself as Oanondenominationalnoncommercialnonprofit, listener-
supported 24-hour, Christian ministry.OHe was a member of the Christian
Reformed Church until 1988. An engineer by trade, Camping has an
affinity for numbers and calculations. In 1970he published OThe Biblical
Calendar of History,O which set forth an unconventional dating scheme
that put Creation at 11,013BC. In 1992, he predicted that Jesuswould
return in 1994.

One of his most controversial teachings, basedon intricate calculations
and interpretations of prophetic Scriptures, is that the OChurchAgeOhas
ended, GodOgudgment has begun to fall on the churches, and believers
should therefore abandon local congregations, study the Bible for
themselves (and, of course, listen to Family Radio).

Now, here we go again. According to Harold Camping, weOrejust a
little more than a year away from the Rapture. How does he figure this?
In a recent article in the San Francisco Chronicle, he explains. OK, try to
follow now:

By CampingOsunderstanding, the Bible was dictated by God and
every word and number carries a spiritual significance. He
noticed that particular numbers appeared in the Bible at the same
time particular themes are discussed.


http://www.familyradio.com/
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The number 5, Camping concluded, equals Oatonement.OTen is
Ocompleteness.(Beventeen means Oheaven.GQCamping patiently
explained how he reached his conclusion for May 21, 2011.

OChristhung on the crossApril 1,33A.D.,0he began. ONow go to
April 1 of 2011 A.D., and thatOs 1,978 years.O

Camping then multiplied 1,978by 365.2422days bthe number of
days in each solar year, not to be confused with a calendar year.

Next, Camping noted that April 1 to May 21 encompasses51
days. Add 51 to the sum of previous multiplication total, and it
equals 722,500.

Camping realized that (5 x 10 x 17) x (56 x 10 x 17) = 722,500.

Or put into words: (Atonement x Completeness x Heaven),
squared.

OFivetimes 10times 17is telling you a story,OCamping said. OItOs
the story from the time Christ made payment for your sins until
youOre completely saved.

Ol tell ya, | just about fell off my chair when | realized that,0
Camping said.

How could | possibly have missed that?

Consider this an Internet Monk public service announcement. | donOt
want to hear any of you singing, OlWish WeOd\ll BeenReady®n May 12
next year.



Why | Love Eugene Peterson

Noted by Chaplain Mike.
|Ovebeen distracted lately from my reading of Eugene PetersonOsew

book, Practice Resurrection, a conversation about spiritual maturity from
Ephesians.

Tonight, | came back to it, and found this story. Sublime illustration.

Two friends, Fred and Cheryl, went to Haiti twenty-five years
ago to pick up a child they had adopted. Addie was five years
old. Her parents had beenkilled in a traffic accident that left her
without a family. As she walked acrossthe tarmac to board the
plane, the tiny orphan reachedup and slipped her hands into the
hands of her new parents whom she had just met. Later they told
us of this ObirthO moment, how the innocent, fearless trust
expressed in that physical act of grasping their hands seemed
almost as miraculous as the times their two sons slipped out of
the birth canal 15 and 13 years earlier.

That evening, back home in Arizona, they sat down to their first
supper together with their new daughter. There was a platter of
pork chops and a bowl of mashed potatoes on the table. After the
first serving, the two teenageboys kept refilling their plates. Soon
the pork chops had disappeared and the potatoes were gone.
Addie had never seenso much food on one table in her whole
life. Her eyeswere big asshe watched her new brothers, Thatcher
and Graham, satisfy their ravenous teenage appetites.

Fred and Cheryl noticed that Addie had become very quiet and
realized that something was
wrongNagitationEbewildermentEinsecurity? Cheryl guessed
that it was the disappearing food. She suspected that because
Addie had grown up hungry, when food was gone from the table
she might be thinking would be a day or more before there was
more to eat. Cheryl had guessedright. Shetook AddieOshand and
led her to the bread drawer and pulled it out, showing her a back-
up of three loaves. She took her to the refrigerator, opened the
door, and showed her the bottles of milk and orange juice, the
fresh vegetables,jars of jelly and jam and peanut butter, a carton
of eggs, and a package of bacon. Shetook her to the pantry with

its bins of potatoes, onions, and squash, and the shelvesof canned
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goodsNtomatoes and peaches and pickles. She opened the
freezer and showed Addie three or four chickens, a few packages
of fish, and two cartons of ice cream. All the time she was
reassuring Addie that there was lots of food in the house, that no
matter how much Thatcher and Graham ate and how fast they ate
it, there was a lot more where that came from, she would never
go hungry again.

Cheryl didnOtjust tell her that she would never go hungry again.
She showed her what was in those drawers and behind those
doors, named the meats and vegetables, placed them in her
hands. It was enough. Food was there, whether she could seeit or
not. Her brothers were no longer rivals at the table. She was
home. She would never go hungry again.

My wife and | were told that story twenty-five years ago. Ever
since, whenever | read and pray this prayer of PaulOs[Eph
3:14-21, | think of Cheryl gently leading Addie by the hand
through a food tour of the kitchen and pantry, reassuring her of
the Oboundless richesO (Eph 3:8) and Oall the fullnessO (3:19)
inherent in the household in which she now lives.

Practicing the Resurrection, pp. 159-160

And thatOs how a pastor teaches and illustrates the Scriptures.
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IMonk Classic: Wilkerson Warns/iMonk Rants

From iMonk in March, 2009. Replayed by Chaplain Mike.

David Wilkerson (Cross and the Switchblade, Times Square Church) is
predicting aworld changing disaster, and advises that you dust off those
cansof Spamyou still have from Y2k. ItOgjetting serious coverage by the
unhinged conservative media.

| wrote about Evangelical anxiety about the end of the world in the
OEvangelical AnxietiesO series in February of 07. Not only have | not
changed my mind, IOm more bothered by this than ever.

If eschatology were a multiple choice question, with answers like this:

a) be Christ centered
b) proclaim the Gospel
c) do missions and evangelism
d) look forward to the new heaven and the new earth
e) be idiots
Eguess what a large chunk of Evangelicalism would choose?

Evangelicals really canOtget enough of this stuff. Wilkerson- and a
thousand other end times prophets like Kim CLement- have predicted
similar events before. The Oendof the worldO section of the bookstore is
only the front end of the Oendof the world warehouseOthat storesall the
books that have been predicting the end of the world as long as
evangelical authors could find a pen.

In no other areaof Christian belief are Evangelicals more irresponsible
and bizarrely repetitive. If doing the samething, over and over and over
again with no result, qualifies asa form of mental illness, then we can fill
up an entire chain of hospitals. WeOrdalking about people who will take
their eschatology and turn it into a VIDEO GAME here.

The Bible is obviously too simple for Evangelicals at this point. The
instincts of some Christians tell them that it never can just mean what it
says. So when Jesussays Onoone knows, not even the Son,Oor OdonOt
believe people who say they know,Q it actually means OOhyeah, we can
know ALL about future events. Justget the right teacherwith abig chart
and youOre in there.O

Maybe itOsthe fact that weird eschatology is the closest thing
Christianity has to the kind of material that shows up on the Sci-Fi
channel late at night. Bad acting. Cheap special effects. Teenagerscaught
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having sex. Maybe rapture anxiety just plays like a bad B-movie, so
Evangelicals get it.

The history of Christian apocalyticism is a story in and of itself. |
recommend JasonBoyettOdPocket Guide To The Apocalypse. Seriously.
Get it. Good book with lots of humor and even more information.

| am never more envious of Catholics/ Orthodox than on the subjects
of evolution and eschatology. Catholics simply donOtlose their minds
over this sort of thing. The catechismis calm. If the pope has anything to
say about the end of the world, it must be edited out. YouOdnever hear
Benedict going on like Tim Lahaye. (Too bad Art Bell isnOton Christian
radio.)

IOmsure Catholics and Orthodox have their hysterical eschatology
committees like every other religion, and IOmsure Fr. So and Sois out
there in the road with a placard proclaiming the end, but you just get the
impression that Catholics are in the Oitwill all work outOcamp, and they
arenOgoing to get in the bunker with Ned Flanders. Have abeer.Goto a
Barbeque. DonOtstart screaming. No one likes a religion with people
screaming.

Evangelicals donOtseemto blink when they realize that the business of
various apocalyptic scenarios is making millions of dollars for people
convinced itOsall about to be over. They donOtmind that the people
making these prophecies either abuse, donOtuse, or no longer need to
use a Bible. No, from Thiefin the Night to 89 Reason&hrist Will Returnin
1989 we just keep on keepinO on.

My evangelical students read Left Behindwith far more interest than
they read scripture. If everyone who read Left Behind read ONE other
decent Christian book, a Great Awakening would arrive. My students
also assume that all Christians buy into this approach to the future. |
havenOmmet one yet, in 17 years, that has a pastor who even sentclue one
that we might not be on the verge of the great tribulation becausethe
stock market is zonked. Judgment house. Hell house. Rapture house. We
really need an amusement park to get the whole show together.

Does it occur to most Evangelicals that their brothers and sisters
around the world sort of LIVE in the Apocalypse? If we have a
Columbine or a Katrina, John Hagee is on TV the next night with a chart
so big you can seeit behind him. Meanwhile, in Sudan, itOsall just
another day at the office.
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Americans are afraid of the end. They are afraid of losing their life
here. They donOtwant Il Thessalonians 1 to happen. They want to keep
running up their credit cards and driving the leased SUV.

Kingdom? New world? End of old world? Resurrection? Christ all in
all?

Missional hope? Reach the nations? Gospel to every people group?
Bible in every language?

DonOtbe bothered by earthquakes, rumors of wars, bank collapses,
elections, etc?

Nah. Put in the next Left Behindmovie. The one where Kirk Cameron
sings Ol Wish WeOd All Been ReadyO to Carpathia.

[Comment ideas: 1) Catholics and Orthodox are allowed one
comment to make fun of evangelicals. 2) What's your best story about
Evangelicals and Apocalypse fever?]
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Now IOm Scared. Really.

By Chaplain Mike.

The Middle Eastis front page news again this week, and agreement
and peace are nowhere in sight. Watch the following video and get a
whole new angle on the story.

Is this man and the movementhe representshe onesyou want influencing
the Prime Minister of Israel and U.S. policy in the Middle East? ItOs
happening.

Pastor Hagee in Jerusalem3/8/ 10 (Part Il) from Max JBlumenthal on
Vimeo.

HereOsa Jewish report and opinion on the Onewbreedof Christian
ZionistsOwho are not content to wait on GodOdgiming to seethe future
come to pass, but who feel that they are divinely called to move the
hands of the prophetic clock: http://zeek.forward.com/ _articles/
116518/.

Culture war Christianity was scary enough, and IMHO, deeply
harmful to the true causeof Christ in the world. What shall we say about
this radical combination of prosperity gospel and dispensationalism
being applied to foreign policy?

| say itOsludicrous theology, and dangerous intervention by careless
zealots.
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Art Auction for iMonk

A word from Chaplain Mike.

Friend of Internet Monk, Michael Buckley, has graciously offered to
auction some of his art piecesas a way of raising some funds to support
Michael Spencer with his medical bills and needs at this time.

Michael is the artist who did the banner art for the masthead on the IM
website.

Here is a good way to get some nice art for yourself while helping a
friend.

Click on the picture next to the ODonateQink on the right side of the
page. You will be able to preview the art on MichaelOs Flickr page.

Thanks for your support!
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Sign of a Clueless Church

By Chaplain Mike

OK, so IOmout driving in the country today, on my way home from
seeing a patient, minding my own business. | come around a corner
where a large Baptist church sits. [tOsknown as a conservative, no
nonsense, indeeeeeependent funnnndamental King James ONLY church.

Beenthere, done that. IOma million miles away from that culture now.
|Ove forgotten what itOs like.

Until | see the church sign.
Of all the verses in the Bible to pickE

And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in
wickedness.

Come again?
You did not put that verse on your church sign, did you?
Wow.
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Who and What Are Forming You?

A classic IM post by Michael Spencer (4/07), presented by Chaplain
Mike.

Every time | feel like | have lost my way in the Christian life, | find
myself back looking at monasticism, and the lessons| learned in two
decades of reading Thomas Merton.

IOmnot attracted to Catholicism, but | am very much attracted to the
tradition of self-conscious, disciplined spiritual formation into a disciple
of Jesus Christ. This is a great failing of our side of the church.

As much aswe Protestantstalk about being shaped by the Bible alone,
most evangelicals are thoroughly formed and shaped by the
communities where the Bible is handled, taught and practiced according
to a OruleOor accepted authority, and by the media that supports and
communicates the values of that community.

It is, without a doubt, one of the most appealing and positive aspects
of Catholicism that it is self-conscious about its OrulesGand authorities
for spiritual formation. (Rule asin Oway,Gasin The Rule of Benedict.) It
surely must be humorous to knowledgeable catholics to look at the
various sects, denominations and varieties of evangelicalism and
fundamentalism, all claiming to Ojust read the Bible.O

For a large portion of my recent evangelical journey, | have found
myself wandering between three varieties of evangelicalism:

1) Southern Baptist fundamentalism
2) Evangelical Calvinism
3) Generic contemporary evangelical revivalism

All of these communities could be characterized as shaping the
spiritualities of believers according to largely unwritten rules and
authorities.

The closestthing you get to self-conscious spiritual formation among
most evangelicals: Jabez, PDL, or an evangelism course. Or a cruise.

ItOsoccurred to me that at least two of these streams have done much
to shape me in the belief that pursuing polemic argument is a primary
expression of discipleship. | have been affected by this kind of spiritual
Orule,O and when | step away from it, the effects are very obvious.

Lots of time is taken up in finding error, pointing out error, justifying
the seriousness of the error (even if it is in a non-essential area), and
responding to the error with the proper arrangement of Biblical material.
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ltOsamazing how many Christians conceive of almost the entirety of
discipleship in terms of argumentation. This is seen in the pastoral
models they choose, the books/ blogs they write and the spiritual
activities they value most (debate and classroom lecture.)

Theselargely unarticulated forms of spiritual formation can be seenin
what is not important. | note with interest that one simply cannot say
enough bad about most kinds of contemplative prayer, and any sort of
silence among many of the reformed particularly. Any kind of
intentional approach to spiritual formation, and any kind of intentional
approach to discipleship (Dallas Willard, for example) is undertaken
amidst a barrage of criticism. If the imagination is mentioned, all fire
alarms are pulled and a search for Oprah Winfrey ensues.

Me thinks the lady doth protest too much.

The Ofully formedO Christian in these traditions is not a person of
silence, but of much talking, talking and more talking. Worship is
lecture, a rally, or an emotion-centered event. The primary encounter
with the Bible is exposition and lecture. Correcting theological error,
moral error and ecclesiastical error is the main business of the church.

In other forms of evangelicalism spiritual formation is done under the
guise of church growth and using ones OgiftsOto grow the church. Or
perhaps in the cause of righteous, upright living in the culture war.
Again, the kinds of prayer, worship, community life and worship that
are generated by these priorities are obvious to most observers, but
largely invisible to the participants.

In all the years | was reading MertonOsspiritual direction writings, |
canOtecall anything | would call polemic of any kind. He simply didnOt
waste his life arguing with others. He read scripture constantly, but as
the stuff of prayer, liturgy and meditation, not as the raw material for
debate. He went through the Opolitical yearsOwhen he was critical of his
church for not living up to his standards of peacemaking and justice, but
in the end it was the ancient life, the deep life of monastic rhythms that
sustained Merton and made him a man and a monk. He worked on
himself for a lifetime. Some will say because he didnOt believe in the
reformation doctrine of justification. Perhaps. Maybe, however, the path
of personal spiritual formation isnOtas instant, passive or automatic as
weOve been told.

IOmnot holding Merton up as an ideal. Far from it. IOmsimply saying
that when oneOspirituality is formed by the pronouncements of pastors
who are constantly chasing church growth, the culture war or the latest
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challenge to Calvinism, you are going to get one result, and when you go
back to the sources, find the value of the ancient paths of formation,
value silence, read, meditate, contemplate and seekto grow in love, you
will get another result.

| canOthelp but think there is an Ointernet ChristianO spirituality as
well. Formed by reading blogs. Expressing itself in writing. Concerned
with all the perceptions of reality that run rampant on the net. IOmsure
this isnOt a good thing either.

Spiritual formation happensin the real world. [tOsot just reading, but
itOsdiscussion and asking questions of those further down the road. ItOs
having leaders who are humble before the Word, and not leaders who
take the word and becomethe pictures of arrogance. [tOsseeing your sin
in the light of holiness, not excusing your sin in the light of the latest
crisis.

Much evangelical spirituality has become like fantasy baseball. We
have our own league, our own team, our own statistics, our own
insulated world in which all of this matters. We can give great speeches
and write long posts (and | am the chief of sinners here) on what doesnOt
matter much at all. Thesedays, we donOtall get our 15 minutes of fame,
but we can all worship a pastor, go to a winning church, opine on ablog,
imagine our arguments are significant in the world.

Meanwhile, we start to look and act more like a fantasy league junky,
and fewer and fewer people have any idea what we are talking about.

Here®s where | have come out on this:
Get the devotional books out. The old ones.

Read Peterson, and Nouwen, and Groeshel, and Bonhoeffer and
Whitney. With a group of others who care about the same things.

Turn it all off for a couple of hours every day.
Find the silence.
Chew up, meditate over, digest the scriptures.

Repent of living in the community of unaware evangelicals who
devalue spirituality and overvalue polemic, argument and debate.

Look for the sins that grow in this mess, and root them up.
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How | Pray for My Family and Friends

By Chaplain Mike.

In addition to the practice of Gong wandering prayerOto which David
Hansen introduced me, | find keeping settimes of Osayingmy prayersO
important.

For much of my pastoral career, | found that people in evangelical
churches avoided, disdained, and even spoke against set forms of
prayer. It has heartened me to see a revival of interest in using such
forms in recent years, as many have rediscovered the ancient practices,
such as praying the liturgy of the hours .

A couple of articles on Internet Monk encouraged me to buy a set of
prayer beads (seeMy Gear, part one and My Gear, part two). | did some
searching on the web to find out various ways of using them, and then
began to settle on a routine (which | follow as consistently as this lazy,
undisciplined man is capable of).

When | go to bed at night, | use the beadsto say the Gloria Patri, the
Creed, the Beatitudes, Psalm 23, the LordOsPrayer, the JesusPrayer, and
other scriptures and set prayers. | reserve the final set of beadsto utter
petitions for myself, my family, my friends, and others that come to
mind. And here is what | pray:

Lord, establish [us] in life

And Lord, establish [us] in faith

And Lord, establish [us] in virtue

And Lord, be to [us] a very present help in times of trouble

And Lord, help[us] to trust in you with a wholeheart,to leannot on
[our] own understanding,but in all [our] waysto know you, that you
may make [our] paths straight.

This is my prayer for all of you. The Lord be with you.

K K K K K
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Unashamed Workman

A Tale of Two Gardens

(On therun up to Easter,|Ovdeenpreachingthrough the Passionnarrative
of MarkOsgospel.A few weeksago we consideredGethsemanddere are the
notesfor my sermonconclusionl first read aboutthe contrast betweenEden
and Gethsemane one of Charles Spurgeos@snons).

What a contrast between the Otwo great gardens of temptationO!

In the Garden of Eden D under the most meagrepressure b Adam
succumbed to temptation and sinned. Adam disobeyed GodOswill and
by that one act of disobedience, he dragged the whole human race down
into darkness.

But in the Garden of Gethsemane D under infinite pressure - Jesus
resisted the immense temptation to disobey His FatherOs
will. Scalingthat final summit of obedience, Jesus, the last Adam,
succeeded where His predecessor failed. As our sinlesssubstitute, He
therefore completed His life of righteousness for us. He then died on a
cross, enduring GodOsjust punishment for our sins.

What then does Gethsemaneteach us, as we observe from the thickets
of the trees? Simply this. Thatwe canonly besavedby Jesus@bediencéNe
are as much the sleepy-sinners as the disciples were. We are ill-prepared
to resist sinOgemptations and easily succumb. Thus, if we are seeking to
obeyour wayinto GodOs favour, we will fail.

But if you are trusting in an obedience not your own E

¥ in a righteous-life livedfor you
¥ in a punishment endured for you
¥ in a cup drank for you

you will avoid condemnation. Christ will bear it in your stead. And
youwill be credited with His righteousness!
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10 More BooksE

Mohler suggests 10 books for Preachers to Read in 2010
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Bible College?

MacArthur, Mohler and others talk here about the value of seminary
training.

| particularly liked the balanced assessment of Rick Holland:

ONothing duplicates the depth and intensity of study in
seminary. I0Om not sure that Greek, Hebrew, Theology, and
Exegesiscan be learned any better than by giving three or four
years of your life to them. Having said this, the history of the

church is a living testimony to the fact that seminary is not a
requirement for successful ministry.O
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Christopher Ash B Job

Talking about @the CastleE If you want some good bread for your
soul, here are the sermons given by Christopher Ash at the Winter 2009
event. Five expositions on Job, plus a helpful Q & A.

1.Job1-3 B Why is light given to him who is in misery? Download
(right click)

2.Job 18-19DWho that was innocent ever perished ? Download (right
click)

3. Job 28-31 AWhere can wisdom be found? Download (right click)

4. Job 38-40:5b Shall a fault-finder contend with the Almighty?
Download (right click)

5. Job 40:6-42:16Db Can you draw out Leviathan? Download (right
click)

6. Question and Answer Session Download (right click)
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Chris Green @ The Castle

Summer @ the Castle 2010

4D6 June, Castlewellan Castle, Northern Ireland

Chris Green on 2 Timothy

REGISTER NOW:www.atthecastle.org.uk .

Chris Green is the Vice Principal, Oakhill Theological College,
London.
Chris has published commentaries on 2 Peter and Jude, 2 Timothy, and
Acts, and edited a book on preaching.
Chris is married to Sharon, with two sons, Edward and Alex, and enjoys

music, reading and watercolour painting.
He is passionate about church planting.

For any queries please emailkeri@atthecastle.org.uk
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Why Churches Rise and Fall

OAll churchesrise and fall asthe ministry doth rise or fall, not in riches

and worldly grandeur, but in knowledge, zeal and ability for their
work.O

(Richard Baxter, quoted in Preachinghe Cross Dever, Duncan, Mohler,
Mahaney, p 17)
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Together for The Gospel

| pretty much got the best birthday present everthis week. My wife
Nicki had secretly booked my flights and tickets for Together 4 The
Gospel next month. You only turn 30 once! | think thereOsa small UK
contingent heading across.Seebelow why 10mso excited, and if you see
me there, do say hello.
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Jesus Came To Preach and Teach, ButE
Contrary to misconception, Jesuswasa preacher. But thereOmore
OThereal truth is that while He came to preach the gospel, His

chief object in coming was that there might be a gospel to
preach.O (R W Dale)
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OMy Jesus FairO

This is an_excellent hymn that we learned as a congregation last
Sunday night. Hope many churches will sing it!

My Jesus, fair, was pierced by thorns,
By thorns grown from the fall.
Thus He who gave the curse was torn
To end that curse for all.

Chorus:
O love divine, O matchless grace-
That God should die for men!
With joyful grief | lift my praise,
Abhorring all my sin,
Adoring only Him.

My Jesus, meek, was scorned by men,
By men in blasphemy.
OFather, forgive their senseless sin!O
He prayed, for them, for me.

My Jesus, kind, was torn by nails,
By nails of cruel men.
And to His cross, as grace prevailed,
God pinned my wretched sin.

My Jesus, pure, was crushed by God,
By God, in judgment just.
The Father grieved, yet turned His rod
On Christ, made sin for us.

My Jesus, strong, shall come to reign,
To reign in majesty.
The Lamb arose, and death is slain.
Lord, come in victory!

(Chris Anderson and Gregg Habbeger)

Also, here are Chris AndersonOs doctrinal notes on the song:

BecauseGod delights in worship that is biblical, thoughtful and
passionateNwhat we often call intentionalNplease consider the
following overview of the biblical texts and theological themes
behind the hymn My Jesus, Fair
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Verse 1 focuseson the irony that the curse which was given by
God (pictured by the thorns of Genesis3:18)was actually borneby
God at Calvary (pictured by the crown of thorns).

The chorus expresseswonder at the sacrifice of the Sonof God on
our behalf, to which we respond with both joy and
griefNabhorring our sin and adoring our Savior.

Verse 2 focuses on the scorn heaped upon our Lord at His trial
and death, contrasting it with His silence and prayer for their
(and our) forgiveness in Luke 23:34.

Verse 3 alludes to Colossians 2:14, where Scripture uses the
powerful picture of God nailing our sins to the cross even as
sinners nailed His Son to the cross.

Verse 4 is really the pinnacle of the hymn, expressing wonder at

the doctrine of propitiationNthat God was pleased to crush His

Son and satisfied by His atoning death (Isaiah 53:10-11).1t is

worth considering that while we generally think in terms of the

suffering of Christ, the wrath poured upon Him and the breaking

of fellowship must have beeninfinitely grievous to the Father and

Spirit, as well. The verse concludes with an allusion to ChristOs
being made sin for us from 2 Corinthians 5:21. The more we

meditate on the doctrine of propitiation, the more amazed we

will be. It is glorious.

Verse 5 rejoicesin ChristOsslaying death by His resurrection and
anticipates His glorious return. OEven so, come, Lord Jesus!O
(Revelation 22:20)

(The notes for My Jesus, Faiwere written by Chris Anderson.)
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DonOt Miss This Commentary

The latest must buy commentary on Hebrews, recommended by Don
Carson here

Really looking forward to hearing Peter OOBrien this Saturday
speaking on Ephesians. Now thereOganother great commentary!
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The Blazing Center

Do You Want Your Reward Now, Or Later?

Beware of practicing your righteousness before other
people in order to be seen by them, for then you will
have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.
(Matthew 6:1)

You always knew when a Pharisee was about to perform a good work.
Trumpets blasted before they gave to the poor. They knelt on street
corners before they prayed. They were loud and proud about their
religion.

They wanted the world to know that they were serving God. They
wanted the praise of men.

And they got their reward. People respected the Phariseesfor their
religious zeal. But that was all that they got. No reward from God. No
honor from the only person who truly matters.

When | Opractice righteousnessOso that other people will give me
praise, thatOsall | get. The lame, unimportant, unsatisfying praise of
others. When | lead worship, or serve a brother, or write a blog post, or
give advice, or post a status update, purely for the compliments of
people, thatOs my reward.

Lord, help me serve you, for Your glory.
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Stop Being So Busy and Find People Interesting

| am convicted and challenged by this short video. | hope you are too.
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Steve Jobs Cheese Head

If you are a total MacHead and want to impress/ freak out your
friends, this is for you. Check it here.
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ESV for iPod/iPhone

If you have an iPod Touch or iPhone, you need to get the new, free,
ESV Bible app. ItOs fantastidetails here.

32


http://www.crossway.org/blog/2010/03/the-esv-on-your-iphoneipod-touch-now-available/

Can You Help Me With the Romans 8:1 Song?

This is a sketch (emphasis on OsketchO)f a new song IOGmworking on.
Listen to it. Share your thoughts.
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Preach A Bleeding Christ

ItOsnot enough to preach God, or even Christ. We must preach a
bleeding Christ.

OChrist did not redeem and save poor souls by sitting in majesty on
his heavenly throne, but by hanging on the shameful cross, under the
tormenting hand of manOdury and GodOgust wrath. And therefore, the
poor soul that would have pardon of sin, is directed to place its faith not
only on Christ, but on a bleeding Christ, whom God has setforth to be a
propitiation through faith in his bloodO (Romans 3:25). N William
Gurnall

Christ is more than ateacheror an example of unselfishnessto imitate.
He is the sacrifice God provided to take away the sins of the world. He
poured out his life blood to atone for our rebellion, and it is only ChristOs
blood that can wash away sins and cleansethe guilty conscience. Preach
Christ crucified.

Preach a bleeding Christ.
photo by jurek d.
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WhatOs Your Manliness Quotient?

As you probably know, | am somewhat of an expert in the field of
OmanpointsO, having written several extensive and well researched
articles (seehere and here).

However, in an effort to further the field of manpoints and help men
everywhere, |Ovecompiled a manpoints scorecard. With this scorecard,
you can easily determine your Manliness Quotient (MQ) and identify
areas for further growth.

Ladies, please passthis along to the man in your life. No need to say
thank you.

Each of the following statements has an associated point value
attached to it. At the end of the scorecard, sum up your points to
determine your MQ.

The Manpoints Scorecard

Your jeans are appropriately loose, with no prefabricated rips or
patches. (+1 point)

Your jeansare so tight that you require a system of levers and pulleys
to help you put them on each morning. (-1 point)

You attended a Josh Groban concert in an effort to serve your wife/
girlfriend. (+1 point)

You were in the front row and reached out to touch Josh GrobanOs
hand. (-1 point)

You wear a fanny pack. (-1 point)

You wear a fanny pack which contains a pistol and ninja stars. (+1
point)

Your Bible is safely securedin a Precious Moments Bible cover and has
a handle which allows you to carry it like a purse. (-1 point)

Your Bible is covered in pure, unadulterated cowhide. (+1 point)

You call your pajamas OjammiesO. (-1 point)

YouOrea bit fuzzy on the line between clothes for church and clothes
for sleeping (+1 point)

You own at least three power tools. (+1 point)

You own three power tools: an electric razor, a screwdriver, and a
pencil sharpener. (-1 point)
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Your usual order at Starbucksis a Otallskinny vanilla latte, extra foam,
two pumps of caramel, and two splendaO. (-1 point)

You can chew your coffee. (+1 point)

YouOveever read a novel where the main plot line involved a young
Amish girl hopelessly in love with a non-Amish man, and how they
overcame all barriers on the path to marriage. (-1 point)

You occasionally smell like an Amish horse barn. (+1 point)

You donOtlike competition, and arrange all games so that everyone
ends up a winner. (-1 point)

You turn everything into a competition, including your daughterOs
birthday party.

b

Okay, how did you do? | would encourage to talk about your MQ
with the guys in your accountability group, and ask for their help.

Now | need you help. What would you add to the Manpoints
Scorecard?
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A Specialist In Pleasant Surprises

Is there anything we can do to win someone in addition to sharing
the gospel?

OActions are noticed by men. Monica, St. AugustineOsfamous mother,
taught her neighbor gentlewomen when asked how she won her
perverse husband. OWhyGshe said, Olobserved his mind, and pleased
him in all things it didnOtmatter. | was patient in his passions, gave him
contentment in his diet and attendance, and so | made him first GodOs,
and then mine by degrees.dheseways should be used by preachersand
they would convert multitudesE. O let us do the works of true
Christians, and approve ourselves to God and man!O N Samuel Ward

CJ Mahaney includes a similar strategy (among many other wise
suggestions) for parents to win their children: OBlessyour children with
many gifts in many forms! EStudy your children in order to discern
what gifts would genuinely bless them and then purpose to surprise
them as often as possible.O

The kindness of God leads to repentance. | want to becomea specialist
in pleasant surprises.

Inspire me. How have you pleasantly surprised your children/
spouse/friends? Share some ideas.
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Songwriting Tips From John Newton
In regard to writing hymns, John Newton, said:

Perspicuity, simplicity, and easeshould be chiefly attended to,
and the imagery and coloring of poetry, if admitted at all, should
be indulged very sparingly and with great judgment. (John
Newton: From Disgrace to Amazing Grace)

Newton wanted his hymns to be understood by all manner of people,
and so he shied away from imagery and poetry. | tend to agree with his
advice.

What about you?
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Two More Winners

WweOve got two more winners in the 2010 Book Giveaway

Extravaganza.
Kelly won The Kingdom of Goldy D. Martyn Lloyd Jones.
Danelle won Mighty Acts of God : A Family Bible Story Book
1tOs not too late to enterGet the details here!
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The Evangelical Outpost

Douthat, Ornstein and Self-Execution

Recently two conservatives, RossDouthat and Norman Ornstein, have
come out against Republicans and talk radio for their strong opposition
to the use of the Oself-executing ruleO to pass healthcare legislation.

Ornstein chastised Republicans for shamelessly accusing Democracts
of using a legislative technique that they themselves have used
numerous times. He writes:

OAny veteran observer of Congressis used to the rampant hypocrisy
over the use of parliamentary procedures that shifts totally from one side
to the other as a majority moves to minority status, and vice versa. But |
canOtecall a level of feigned indignation nearly as great as what we are
seeing now from congressional Republicans and their acolytes at the
Wall StreetJournal, and on blogs, talk radio, and cable news. It reacheda
ridiculous level of misinformation and disinformation over the use of
reconciliation, and now threatens to top that level over the projected use
of a self-executing rule by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.O

Linking to Ornstein, Ross Douthat weighed in on the matter:

OBut| also think itOsappropriate that there exists, for an extremely
determined but not-quite-super majority, mechanisms that allow
legislators to overcome these hurdles and push a controversial piece of
legislation through. OHardbut not absolutely impossibleOseemslike the
right bar to setfor a bill of this nature. | wish the Democrats had chosen
a different path, but in the end, we live in a republic, not a direct
democracy: If our elected representatives can really muster enough
votes, within the rules, to pass health care legislation even after
everything thatOshappened N if they believe that strongly, in other
words, that this is absolutely and without question the right policy for
America N then they have every right to go for it.O

Ornstein and DouthatOspoints seem sensible except for one fact: the
self-executing rule has never before beenused in the way Democrats are
proposing to use it.

That slight problem aside, Douthat and Orstein seem to
misunderstand the nature of Republican opposition to the Democratic
tactics. The Oself-executing ruleO tactic allows Democrats to pass
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controversial legislation while enabling individual legislators to avoid
voter accountabilitythis coming fall; Republicans believe that individuals
who vote to federalize 1/6 " of the American economy ought be held
accountable

Even if it could be demonstrated that Republicans had, at some point
in the partyOshistory, attempted to avoid accountability on a piece of
legislation, | suspect it could also be demonstrated that Democrats
chastised Republicans for the effort. The point is that elected officials
ought not to avoid accountability. By no means are the Republicans
feigning indignation at the attempt by their Democrat counterparts to
avoid accountability.

Somuch for OrnsteinObjections. Douthat simply spoke too soon and
should have refrained from giving the Democrats a pass for their
cleverness at the cost of sounding like he has admitted defeat at this
crucial moment in the healthcare legislation battle.

For conservatives, this healthcare legislation is of the utmost
importance; in the event that healthcare is federalized, this nation
becomes,de facto, a center-left nation. This healthcare legislation should
not pass for reasons|Oveoutlined elsewhere. To ensure that it does not
pass, Republicans and their allies on talk radio have beenfighting a hard
battle for nearly a year. This is a critical moment if we are to preserve
any semblanceof limited government. With avote expected Sunday, the
President is ramping up the rhetoric, the parliamentary trickery, and the
back-room deals. In this critical moment Misters Ornstein and Douthat
have chosento chastise and betray their allies on the front line much to
the ravenous delight of conservatisms opponents. For that, these
conservative critics ought be ashamed.

For my part, | pass on for consideration by Mr. Douthat and Mr.
Ornstein remarks made by a former President who fought hard and won
many battles political and otherwise:

Oltis not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the
strong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them
better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose
faceis marred by dust and sweat and blood, who strives valiantly; who
errs and comesshort again and again; becausethere is not effort without
error and shortcomings; but who does actually strive to do the deed;
who knows the great enthusiasm, the great devotion, who spends
himself in a worthy cause,who at the bestknows in the end the triumph
of high achievement and who at the worst, if he fails, at least he fails
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while daring greatly. Sothat his place shall never be with those cold and
timid souls who know neither victory nor defeat.O

-Theodore Roosevelt
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33 Things: The WeekOs Amusing and Intriguing Links

Cool technology, more Tim Burton (because,letOsadmit it, we can
never have enough), Ohowto survive in fairy landO,and (if you didnOt
think that was random enough) Godzilla poetry. Yes, becauseweOrethat
awesome.

1. 83 years of Popular Science D for free!

2. Never mess with a police dog. Ever.

3. HipsterdombitOs for the dogs.

4. Slavery in America: an interview with [IJM.

5. Salute Your Shorts:Tim BurtonOs Short Films

6. Mrs. Stuarts Dailys: Hilarious and Sweetly Simple Sketches.
Reminisent of B. Kliban, | think.

7. Heritage Farming: Is Wal-Mart the new Whole Foods?

8. | Stopped Denying People: Ex- Bank of America CSR Tells All
9. Godzilla Haiku

10. Miniature Worlds :

A friend of mine, staring at the map of Mordor that hung on the wall
in our bachelor apartment, once asked how Sauron could feed all his
orks. Another friend and | quickly pointed to the sea of Nurn and
explained that there was an agricultural region on its banks and that
additional foodstuffs could be imported from the tributary statesin the
south. It wasnOt the answer he expected.

11. SchrodingerOs Barbershop
12. Pray for Michael Spenser.
13. A surfing alpaca?

14. They say not to wear your heart on your sleeveE but what about
your resume?

15. Trees who are women no longer just the stuff of myths.
16. The FBI would like to be your Facebook friend.

17. Messiah CollegeOsRichard Hughes asks OEwhy do so many
evangelical and fundamentalist Christians N people who clearly honor
the Bible N so often disregard the two requirements that are central to
the biblical vision of the kingdom of God, namely peacemaking and
justice for the poor?0

18. Help wantedEreal help.
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19. Evidence for time travel in past events that could have been
interesting.

20. Charting the Beatles

21. Monks Throwing Snowballs.
22. Build your own Moving Castle .
23. Muppet Cupcakes!

24. Skinput _is an innovative technology that appropriates the human
body for acoustic transmission, allowing the skin to be used as a finger
input surface.

25. Polling place photo project: How much of the Constitution do you
know by memory?

26. Five short films use the same dialogue to tell very different stories
P HereOs the trailer for OParallel LinesO

27. nstructions Owhen finding yourself inside a fairy tale.
28. When your new Facebook friend is the FBI.

29. Sobering Thoughts About Graduate School

30. Scrap Metal Sculptures Might want one of these.

31. Have we discovered anew Shakespeare play?

32. Robert Kagan on The New Multilateralism :

This administration pays lip-service to Omultilateralism,O but it is a
multilateralism of accommodating autocratic rivals, not of solidifying
relations with longtime democratic allies. Rather than strengthening the
democratic foundation of the new Ointernational architectureO N the
G-20 world N the administrationOs posture is increasingly one of
neutrality, at best, between allies and adversaries, and between
democrats and autocrats. Israel is not the only unhappy ally, therefore;
itOs just the most vulnerable.

33. Light Writing Proposal (For the full story, click here)
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Healthcare, Budgeting, and Student Loans D Time for
Common Sense

The President, his economists, and the CBO defy common sensewhen
they discuss the costs of the 2010Budget and new entitlement programs
such as health care reform and the federalizing of the student loan
process. A recent story in the Washington Post exemplifies the point;
reporting on remarks by CBO director Dougles Elmendorf, Lori
Montgomery summarized ElmendorfOs statements saying:

OOther policy changes, such as ObamaOs signature health-care
initiative and a plan to dramatically expand the federal student loan
program, would have significant effects on the budget, EImendorf wrote,
but they generally would be paid for and therefore would not drive
deficits higher.O

Yet, according to Montgomery, EImendorf also argued:

OObamaO&ix-cutting agendais by far the biggest contributor to those
budget gaps, the CBO said. As part of his campaign pledge to protect
families making lessthan $250,000a year from new taxes, the president
IS proposing to prevent the alternative minimum tax from expanding to
ensnare millions of additional taxpayers. He also wants to make
permanent a series of tax cuts enacted during the Bush administration,
which are scheduled to expire at the end of this year.O

According to the President and CBO, Americans are not to blame the
forthcoming debt on increased government spending on existing
programs and new entitlement programs. Americans are to ignore
deficits resulting from the governmentOsplan to: assume control and
responsibility for 1/6th of the economy through healthcare,
OdramaticallyOexpand and control the student loan process,and pass a
budget which will lead to economy killing deficits if not fixed by a newly
appointed government commissions to be begun after the passageof the
failed budget. Instead we are to blame the looming deficits on ourselves
for our unwillingness to pay more taxes. Why? Because Natoma
Canfield needsinsurance, the PresidentOealthcare plan will reduce the
deficit, big banks are bad for little people, and the President feels that a
lack of courage is the reasonthat congresshasnOpassedthe combination
budget/student loan/healthcare initiative.

Common sensetells us that in times of economic turmoil, spending
must decrease otherwise debt will increase. However, Elmendorf is
saying that spending need not decrease, but revenue must increase.
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Elmendorf, and the President, can make these shocking claims because
the federal government has the power to force an increasein revenue by
raising taxes. Make no mistake, that is what they plan to do. After all,
Natoma Canfield needs insurance and the Congress needs courage.

LetOgake a moment to push-back on the notion that the PresidentOs
healthcare initiative and student loan program will not drive deficits
higher. LetOs also examine the PresidentOs current budget.

Regarding the healthcare initiative, there are good reasonsto doubt
the numbers and the demand. First, at the recent Healthcare Summit,
Representative Paul Ryan leveled his devastating critique of the system
in place to OpayO for healthcare. According to Ryan and other
Republicans, the President and congressional Democrats are using
legislative gimmicks to hide costs relying on O1Oyears of tax increases
and Medicare cuts to pay for six years of spending,Oand implementing
stringent federal regulations that would prohibit doctors and hospitals
from making necessaryspending cuts. Second,to cover the cost of the
bill the new plan would impose a Medicare tax on investments which
studies say will lead to 115,000lost job opportunities per year, a lose of
$1.37 in GDP for every additional dollar of revenue collected, and a
reduction of household disposable income by $17.3 billion per year,
among other things. Third, the plan operates counter to the wisdom of
the internet age. In an age of open source (read free market)
decentralized, problem solving and innovation, the President wants to
eliminate private sector innovation, federalize decision making, and
centralize and bureaucratize one of our nationOs biggest problems.
Finally, the bill is highly controversial and the American people do not
like it. Why elsewould House SpeakerNancy Pelosithink it a good idea
to attempt to pass the wildly unpopular Senatebill through the house
without the Housevoting onit? Only those blinded by unrequited loyalty
could see the maneuver as anything other than shady, un-American
political slight of hand, perhaps even unconstitutional .

Regarding the student loan program, it is an unpopular and costly
idea. Student loans directly from the federal government have been
available for decades, but poor customer service has lead the vast
majority of students preferring loans from private institutions.
Furthermore, loan seasonis quickly approaching and students (as well
as educational institutions) fear that the government will not be able to
get a system in place in time to handle all the loans that theyOdneed to
process for the upcoming Fall semester. More importantly, a
government takeover of student loans is costly and Congress, as well as
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the President, refuse to acknowledge the true costs. According to the
Wall Street Journal,

O[l]n aremarkable letter to Senator Judd Gregg, CBO Director Douglas
Elmendorf admits that government accounting is bogus. He writes that
the statutory methodology Odoesot include the costto the government
stemming from the risk that the cashflows may be lessthan the amount
projected (that is, that defaults could be higher than projected).OMr.
Elmendorf further notes that the governmentOsaccounting system is
specifically skewed to make direct loans from the government appear to
cost much lessthan guaranteed loans made by private lenders. He says
the real Osavings@re only $47 billion, even though, in a deception that
would be criminal fraud if it werenOtmandated by Congress, the official
estimate remains at $80 billion.O

Not only will this takeover be financially costly, Matt Lewis at Big
Government argues that it will also cost us thousands of private sector
jobs. At atime when only 1 available job exists for every 6 unemployed
Americans, Congress cannot pass job killing legislation.

Regarding the budget, even the President acknowledges that it is
broken and will bankrupt the nation unless fixed. Common sense,and
Republicans, argue that we should make fixes now and approve a future
budget that will not bankrupt the nation. The President argues that we
should pass the bankrupting budget now then appoint a commission
which will examine the budget and propose fixes. His is an idea that
would only make sensenear the end of a long beer summit. What is so
broken about the budget? First, even operating on its Ooptimistic
projectionsO concerning GDP and interest rates, the budget is
Ounsustainable.O In a recent exchange in Congress, California
representative John Campbell pressured Dr. Peter Orzag, President
ObamaO®Director of the Office of Management and Budget, to flesh this
point out in greater detail. Orzag acknowledges that he, and the
President, know the budget is broken, but insists that it is better than
what was had prior, sothe American people should be grateful. Second,
it would raise taxes for 3.2 million small businessesand upper-income
taxpayers by an average of $300,000o0ver the next decade; in other
words, it would place a heavy burden on job creators and innovators.
Finally, it would create an insurmountable mountain of debt:

¥ By 2020,the CBO estimates debt held by the public would reach
$20.3 trillion, or 90% of GDP. ThatOs up from 53% of GDP in 2009.
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¥ The federal government would add an estimated $9.8 trillion to
the countryOsaccrued debt over the next 10 years- $5.6 trillion
would be in interest alone.

¥ It would borrow 42 cents for each dollar spent in 2010.

And the list goes on

Common sensetells us that spending, and not the unwillingness of the
American people to pay higherand moretaxes,is to blame for the coming
debt. The President is acting in defiance of common sense and wants
Congressional Democrats to have the OcourageO to do likewise.

ItOstime that President Obama got his priorities in line: reduce
spending, control the debt, easethe tax burden on the private sector,
eliminate wasteful spending projects like the high-speed railway from
Los Angeles to Las Vegas, and give us, the people responsible for the
future of this country, time to read through and decide on important
pieces of legislation that could potentially result in significant debt
increases. DonOtmake us pass the bill in order to find out whatOsin it,
the idea defies common sense! The President should stop defying
common senseand give us good reasonto hope for some changein our
pockets upon the completion of his presidency.

*AuthorOs Note: If you want to take action, hereOsone form, 30
seconds, click here to e-mail your elected representative and Blue Dog
Democrats b tell them to use common sense and stop this bilk*
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Decentralizing Healthcare © Lunch w/ TED

Eric Dishman, healthcare researcher for Intel, wants us to take
medicine back to the future. Dishman wants us to envision medicine as
it was practiced before 1787, before it was centralized in hospitals that
departmentalized the body and its problems, but he wants us to do so
while employing cutting edge technologies enabling us to capture real-
time data leading to diagnoses of everything from dimension to the
onset of more serious diseases.

DishmanOstalk is remarkable because it exemplifies the kind of
innovative thinking that people and companies in free markets are
capable of; I1OlIbe you didnOteven know Intel, a computer chip company,
had a full time paid position for someone like Dishman.

It is remarkable becauseDishman, using the technology available to
us, is opening up doors and challenging long held assumptions about
medical care. In the United Staes,weOvebeenimmersed in OhealthcareO
talk for over ayear yet who has ever suggestedthat centralized medicine
vis-a-vis hospitals might be responsible for some of our present
difficulties?

Finally, it is remarkable becauseit might be the last of its kind. TED
talks do not move politicians to innovation; government bureaucracy is
a slow moving animal which does not adapt to change. Ideas like these
are tested, proved, and implemented by entrepreneurs in the free
market. Many ideas and entrepreneurial endeavors will fail, but some
will succeedand their successwill help millions. If the President and
Congresshave their way, the free market will no longer have means and
opportunity to affect change in healthcare; that power will belong to the
government. Imagine Dishman making his case before a government
committee filled with politicians in kahootz with OBig HospitalO
lobbyists. Presently, bad medicine can fail. Soon, it will receive
permanent life support via American tax dollars.

Today 10Omgiving Evangelical Outpost readers a double-whammy on
healthcare. In my other essay, | argue how the current healthcare debate
defies common sense. Now, | want to present a positive vision for
reform. Imagine a world where ideas like Mr. DishmanOs were
implemented; where doctors received all their patients medical data
straight to their iPad before arriving at the patientOshome for a check-up;
where patients paid only for what they needed, and preventative
medicine meant scheduling a monthly appointment in ones own home.
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Technology has forever altered the cost/ profit structure of the music
industry B millions of people download billions of songs and they pay
much lessthan ever before. WhoOgo say that the same couldnOthappen
with healthcare?

Reform is needed certainly! But before we pull the lever to do the
same as old Europe has done, letOsfirst seeif we canOtimagine and
implement a new world of medicine. America is different, she is
exceptional, full of enterprising people and big ideas that continue to
inspire the world. On this issue of great importance, let us not conform
so quickly when the DishmanOsof the world have ideas that merit our
attention and action; let us lead and be remarkable for our faith in
ourselves and the values that have made us a nation charitable, strong,
free, and prosperous.
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Uh, What Do You Mean By OGreat ResponsibilityO ?

Welcome back! We hope you enjoyed last weekOspodcast. Danielle
and | are thrilled to continue our discussion of heroesand saviors in our
fourth podcast.

The theme for class was OYou Are Here for A Reason.O
We watched:

Batman Begin$2005)

OLois & Clark: The New Adventures of SupermanO (Pilot)
The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the R&g{1)

ODoctor WhoO (The Christmas Invasion 2.X, The Girl in the Fireplace
2.04)

OCataclysmo and the Time BoysO (Episodes 1 B 24 at WebSerials.com)

We also read the graphic novels Superman: Birthright and the
OSummerChapter of Supermarfor All SeasonsAdditionally, we read The
Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring.

In todayOgodcast, we focus on the dreams and desires of heroes.Does
a superhero need to give up his dream to be a hero? What then stands
between average people and heroism? Is it as simple as giving up
dreams for a greater good or are there other variables?

Danielle and | also wonder if you are morally obligated to be a hero if
you have superhuman powers. What makes a hero different? Can a hero
be anything other than a hero?

Personally, | would rather be a failed hero than someone who never
tried.

As always, feel free to join in the conversation by commenting or
contacting Danielle and | at picturingtheword@gmail.com

Enjoy the podcast!

51


mailto:picturingtheword@gmail.com

Piped to pastures still

Lent is a time for Christians to give up what is good in order to be
reminded of something better. Fasting and prayer are linked in
Scripture, and it seemsthat fasting is a discipline which intensifies our
prayers. It does so not becauseit makes us more holy to abstain from
food, or purifies us of earthly desires, but becauseit createsa unique
singularity of attention. Our time is not spent attending to our bodily
needs in the way it is generally. This allows more time spent
intentionally before the Lord. It fosters our relationship with God,
because it gives we who have plenty an experience of neediness.

Our spiritual need, though undoubtedly our most dire, does not
confront us with its demands the way the need for hunger or sleep will.
Physical desires and needs are insistent and all-consuming when we do
not attend to them; spiritual need is often experienced so subtlely asto
go unfed for an entire lifetime. The God to whom we pray for our daily
bread is also the God who nourishes our souls. Fasting createsa senseof
dependency, a visceral experience of our own insufficiency. This fosters
afelt understanding of our radical spiritual dependenceon God. Fasting,
like most disciplines, is a mode of self-teaching, of choosing certain
behaviors and activities becausethey enforce to our somnolent selvesthe
urgency and the reality of our relationship with God.

For most Protestants, Ogiving upO for Lent is viewed as a way to
revamp forgotten New YearOsesolutions, or as an opportunity to give
up what they shouldnOtbe doing anyway. Fasting isnOtthe same as
dieting, though the two are often confused. Giving up treats or television
is all very well, but Lent isnOtjust an opportunity to break a habit.
However much our fast may force us to attend to it Bwe canOhelp but
feel the tug of desire we are refusing Blet us not forget that it is not about
what we give up, but what we give it up for.

Gerard Manley Hopkins, a Catholic priest intimately familiar with the
self-denial of the Christian life, wrote a poem that movingly expresses
this. OThe Habit of PerfectionOis a series of addressesto his senses,
consoling them for their privation for the sake of greater attention to
God. The life of the sensesis so easily distracting. We are dazzled by
data and allured by experience. Divine things are often less present and
less compelling. But, as Hopkins reminds us, they are more worthy of
our attention. It is often through the purposeful privation of the senses
for a time that we are able to better sense our God:
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Elected Silence, sing to me
And beat upon my whorled ear,
Pipe me to pastures still and be
The music that | care to hear.

Shape nothing, lips; be lovely-dumb:
It is the shut, the curfew sent

From there where all surrenders come
Which only makes you eloquent.

Be shelled, eyes, with double dark
And find the uncreated light:

This ruck and reel which you remark
Coils, keeps, and teases simple sight.

Palate, the hutch of tasty lust,
Desire not to be rinsed with wine:
The can must be so sweet, the crust
So fresh that come in fasts divine!

Nostrils, your careless breath that spend
Upon the stir and keep of pride,

What relish shall the censers send
Along the sanctuary side!

O feel-of-primrose hands, O feet

That want the yield of plushy sward,
But you shall walk the golden street
And you unhouse and house the Lord.

And, Poverty, be thou the bride

And now the marriage feast begun,
And lily-coloured clothes provide

Your spouse not laboured-at nor spun.
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A Dream That Tells The Truth: Alice in Wonderland

Alice in Wonderlandoffers a fanciful study in dreaming that provokes the
guestion of whether Wonderland is merely a dream from which we may
at any time awaken. What makes the film great, though, is the follow-up
question asto whether it being a dream even matters. At its core, Alice in
Wonderlandprovokes us to consider adream that tells the truth.

OCurious-erand curious-er:OThis is the heartbeat of life in Wonderland.
At the outset of her foray into this strange world, Alice is obliged to
contemplate her powers of observation, to question whether what sheis
seeingis real or just a figment of her imagination. Alice is quickly drawn
into the curious nature of her environment, which to her is uncanny, like
something forgotten and yet remembered, something foreign and yet
revelatory. The Mad Hatter helps us resolve these paradoxes when he
says to Alice, OWell, if IOmpart of your dream, and IOmhalf mad, that
means that you must be half-mad to have dreamt me up!O In this we
come to understand that Wonderland is a dream that tells Alice
something true about herself. The path to this self-knowledge, however,
is perilous, and the film does not equivocate in expressing Alice Osisk of
losing herself in the dream. Even so, AliceNand the viewerN are
exhorted to find their Omuchness,®r a courage of imagination, and to
be willing to dream nonetheless.

One of the more fascinating themes of the film, and the culmination of
the dream motif, is in the OOraculum,0a scroll that shows what will
happen during each day of Wonderland, past, present, and future. The
Oraculum is fascinating because of its allusion to a long-standing
tradition of dream-theory. In the middle ages, a philosopher named
Macrobius wrote atreatise about dreams, categorizing them according to
their varying characteristics. One such category was termed
OOraculumONfrom the same roots as our term OoracleONandeferred to
a dream that tells accurate information of the future. As such, when the
film refers to this idea, it is making the provocative claim to its modern
audience that not all dreams are fictions. In the world of the film,
prophecy is portrayed asatype of dreaming, but a dream that tells true
things about the world.

A film that dwells so much on dreams would be incomplete if it didnOt
include something about what it means to wake up. For Alice, the
departure from Wonderland brings her back into Otheeal world.OThis is
where the film is at its most profound. Alice takes what she has learned
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about herself and the world during her time in Wonderland and lets it
meaningfully inform how she thinks and acts. It is in this that the film
vindicates the fanciful and pays homage to the positive impact that
wonder can have. Without spoiling the plot, the film ends with the
sentiment that all the greatest people of history were dreamers, were
half-mad, were willing to live with one foot in our world and one in
Wonderland.

Alice in Wonderlandis about how the imagination can tell us truth; it is
a dream that shows us something real. It joins a respectabletradition of
Christian thinkers who thought that our imaginations are a gift,
something that can teach us and add to our joy. To put it simply, Alicein
Wonderland helps us to practice wonderment, to see the seemingly
impossible beauty in the world around us.
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Predatory Loneliness: Nighthawks

Edward HopperOs Nighthawks maybe the most famous painting of
urban isolation. DonOt buy it? Let me try to help. When youOre
attempting to understand a piece, the first step is to seeit well. Look at
the formal elements: color, shapes, and focal points. Once you can see
what youOrelooking at, youOllbe able to sensethe mood and metaphors
of the piece.

In Nighthawks,the colors are primarily a dark blue-green contrasted
with a warm red-orange. This is a complementary palette in which each
color heightens the other. The cream colored far wall of the diner is the
brightest portion of the painting, and convinces us that the diner is
actually well lit.

The shapes are primarily angular: the windows, doors, bar, and the
yawning expanse behind the three seated figures are simple rectangles.
The diner forms a strong diagonal from the right edge of the painting,
giving depth to what would otherwise be a suffocatingly shallow
surface. Even the four figures are angular: their shoulders, hats, noses,
and even their postures form triangles. The stools, which you would
expect to be circular, are painted from a perspective that makes them
nearly rectangles.

The woman in the red dressis the primary focal point. Shewears the
most saturated color in the painting and sits at the highest contrast
intersection (the white wall against the black night outside the window).
The other figures blend into their backgrounds: the server is white
against a light wall; the two men wear dark jackets and melt into the
dark atmosphere.

Compositionally, HopperOspainting is haunting. Most of the spaceis
empty; the streets echo with loneliness. Despite their relatively close
grouping, the figures arenOinteracting. The lone man facing away from
us slumps his shoulders and staresdown at the bar. The couple sit next
to each other, but both stare in the direction of the bartender, who
appears to be returning their gaze. But their eyes never meet: the
bartenderOdine of sight travels over the manOsright shoulder and out
into the night.

The scene reads as a single, intricate metaphor for loneliness. The
diner is in a city, a hub of people, but there is no one on the streets. The
patrons are gathered around a table for a mealNtypically a social
eventNbut there is no interaction, no society, no warmth. The yawning
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windows are empty, and look out on more emptiness. The green halo of
light cast by the diner illuminates a sidewalk leading to where we, the
viewers, lurk in darkness, voyeuristically peering through those vast
sheetsof glass. The painting is quiet with the kind of eerie silence that
prevails at night, in rooms where everyone is a stranger.
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Classics for the Contemporary Christian: FreudOs Non-
Libidinal Rub

What do youwant, purpose or happiness?

If you donOtthink the two pursuits are exclusive, take it up with Freud,
who says as much in his treatiseCivilization and its Discontents

OTheidea of life having a purpose stands and falls with the religious
system,Ohe said. OWeuwill therefore turn to the less ambitious question
of what men themselves showEto be the purpose and intention of their
livesEhappiness.O Freud assertsthat religionOsgoal of objective purpose
Is an illusion; reality demonstrates that everyone pursues happiness.

[Religion] is so patently infantile, so foreign to reality, that to
anyone with afriendly attitude to humanity it is painful to think
that the great majority of mortals will never be able to rise above
this view of life. It is still more humiliating to discover how a
large number of people living today, who cannot but seethat this
religion is not tenable, neverthelesstry to defend it piece by piece
in a series of pitiful rearguard actions.

This is FreudOdirst critique of religion, leading into the next: religion
Is not only wrong, it imposes OwrongnessO on everyone else.

Freud thinks there is not a universal route to happiness (i.e. pleasure)
The paths are subjective, and they are all legitimate. For example,
concerning sex, homosexually or heterosexuality are valued equally: if it
brings pleasure, it is legitimately pursued. Even aggression towards
others, such as the desire to murder, is not OwrongCCivilization, for its
own sustainability, has to suppress these instincts.

However, only instincts that threaten civilization should be
suppressedbtheOharmless@nes like incest or polygamy, Freud says, are
suppressed only because of religious imposition.

Examining moral standards, such as ones against heterosexuality,
promiscuity or incest, Freud tasted Qarbitrary!@ his mouth. Still, Freud
never claims that these arbitrary religious rules, in their pursuit of
purpose, directly contradict pursuing happiness. Religion Ospar[es]
many people an individual neurosisOand, in that, could possiblybring an
individual some level of happiness.

He doubts it will last long: if a believer is ever slapped awake from
religionOsOmass-delusion,e will seethat Oallthat is left to him asa last
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possible consolation and source of pleasure in his suffering is an
unconditional submission.OIn other words, a splash of cold water, and
the faithful will collapse into a nihilism.

FreudOs charge against religion is not that it does not bring
happinessNhe can no more say that to believers than believers can say
that to incestuous polygamists. His accusation is that believers do say
such thingsbthey impose their ideals of purpose and happiness on non-
Christians, culturally repressing what Freud considers natural
expression of libido, (for example, incest or polygamy).

Becausereligion seeksOpurpose@ver Ohappiness®igheaded religious
disciples, thinking theyOvestumbled into the truth, feel justified in
stripping away OsinfulOmeans of pleasure. In doing this, the Olullaby
about HeavenOdiffuses the libido, the source of love and hate (which are
essentially OlustCand OaggressionOknding the life-creating struggle
between love and hate. Expressions of love and hate suppressed,
civiized humans cavein on themselves and becometheir own means of
unhappiness through guilt and misanthropy.

To summarize: Freud thinks that religionOsillusion of morality leads to
guilt over natural pleasure-drives, which leads to humans hating
themselves.

What happens if Freud is arraigned in his own courthouseNdoes he
escape Felixocentrism? (Yes, | madethat word upNdonOtimposeon my
happiness.)

Maybe the answer is up to us. If we read Freud and ignore him, he
escapeshis critique. But, unfortunately for Freud, if we actually fill his
prescription, heOll falls into one of two contradictions.

One contradiction is this: if Freud is right that our primary and
legitimate aim is pleasure, than believers must derive pleasure from
imposing their beliefs. Freud, by condemning the imposition, is
imposing on what he simultaneously calls legitimate behavior. His
theory could theoretically stand, but he has broken his own rule.

The other dilemma for Freud arisesfrom an alternative perspective on
the same scenario. Again, Freud says that pleasure-pursuits are all
legitimate. Assuming that believers derive pleasure from Oethical
tyrannyO, FreudOscondemnation of religionOsOtyranny@an only escape
hypocrisy if his theory is false, and ethical imposition is illegitimate.
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Either way, if a Christian changes her ethical standards on FreudOs
account, she undermine the authority of Freud himself. And that, 1Om
afraid, is FreudOs non-libidinal rub.

60



33 Things: The WeekOs Amusing and Intriguing Links

Masculine slang-Victorian style, disagreements about Tim Burton,
Godzilla, Symbols, Color-by-number toilet paperEohEand even a little
politics. (Meh!)

1. Forty OBadO Booksaccording to the OexpertsO.

2. 1 Stopped Denying People: Ex- Bank of America CSR Tells All

3. Godzilla Haiku

4. Miniature Worlds

A friend of mine, staring at the map of Mordor that hung on the wall
in our bachelor apartment, once asked how Sauron could feed all his
orks. Another friend and | quickly pointed to the sea of Nurn and
explained that there was an agricultural region on its banks and that
additional foodstuffs could be imported from the tributary statesin the
south. It wasnOt the answer he expected.

5. SchrodingerOs Barbershop

6. Pray for Michael Spenser.

7. BABIES

8. N CAN YOU HEAR IT ?

9. Why' Tim BurtonOs auteur approach makes soulless movies D

(OHmMph!O says Robin)

10. Our own ReneeBolinger hasinsight on the costuming in BurtonOs
new film_ OAlice in WonderlandO

11. Could YOU pass theold radio announcerQOs tes?

12. Mad Men Barbie Dolls.

13. OExtinct Modern Technology Presented Like FossilsO(my, how
time flies!)

14. OCompassionfor all,O our society claimsE. what theyOrereally
thinking: Osome people deserve our contempt.O

15. Neil Patrick Harris in upcoming Smurfs movie. Really.

16. The morning paper, in 3D! Big deal! 10llbe impressed when they
release the morning paper in IMAX.

17. It is about to become illegal for private institutions to offer
federally guaranteed student loans. Want to know when Congress will
be voting up or down on this specific takeover of the student loan
industry? They wonOtbe. TheyOllbe voting for budget reconciliation and
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this new law, in addition to the healthcare proposal, will be a part of that
vote.

18. Google has unveiled its latest project; itOsmoving beyond mobile
apps and creating a marketplace for Obusinessto businessOapps. In a
word: genius. Will the app marketplace flourish as its mobile
counterpart from Apple has flourished?

19. Thomas Nelson Publishers CEO, Michael Hyatt, has some great
advice to first time writers:

1. Educate yourself. 2. Read blogs written by agents. 3. Write a killer
book proposal. 4. Have someone review your proposal. For details on
these and the rest of his advice,check out his post.

20. Paint by Numbers toilet paper.

21. From Gotham to MetropolisNacclaimed Batman director
Christopher Nolan to lend his talents to new Superman franchise.

22. The Art of Manliness teachesus how to use manly slang from the
19th century.

23. The sequel to OThePhantom of the OperaO opens this week in
London. HereOs arearly review from The Guardian .

24. Protestant Poetry in Conflict: OFor And Against CromwellO by
Peter Leithart.

25. Curious about Literary Theory?: QA Primer on LitCrit O
26. Getting College Men to Get More Involved .

27. Sixty Symbols: short videos that explain 60 physics and astronomy
symbols.

28. Fast Food sweets.
29. Proof that we live in the future: Spray-on Liquid Glass
30. Starbucks is 39, and having amid-life crisis .

31. Why do we obsessover the Oscars? Because weQOrewatching
ourselves, not the actors.

32. The only thing bi-partisan about the current healthcare legislation
Is the opposition to it. Charmaine Yoest, President of Americans United
for Life, is right: If the President wanted to pass healthcare legislation
tomorrow, he could; he just needs to quit trying to force taxpayers to
fund abortions.

OltOsnow becoming clear that Barack Obama is willing to put
everything on the table in order to be the president who passeshealth-
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care reform. Everything, that is, except a ban on federal funding for
abortion.

Last September,the president promised that Onofederal dollars will be
used to fund abortions, and federal conscience laws will remain in
place.O Yet the legislation most likely to move forward in Congress
would be the single greatest expansion of abortion since the 1973 Roev.
WadedecisionE

The presidentOsplan goes further than the Senatebill on abortion by
calling for spending $11 billion over five years on Ocommunity health
centers,Owhich include Planned Parenthood clinics that provide
abortions.

The bottom line is that the president wants to deploy words that
sound soothing like Obalance@nd Oadjust.®eanwhile, the courts are
rendering precedent with stark words like Omandatory.O

When confronted by House Minority Leader John Boehner about
abortion funding during the health-care summit last week, the president
dropped his head and looked down at the table. How revealing.O

33. Post Office _declares that images are overrated; issues supremely
non-offensive blank stamp. Hey, it could happenE
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9 Marks

Greg Gilbert's What is the Gospel? by Deepak Reju

Greg's book should be here really soon and it looks well worth
grabbing a copy. Pastors: This would be really useful to put in the
hands of your church members.

A couple of questions for Greg:

1. Why did you write the book?

2. Can you summarize (briefly) what are the major challenges to the
gospel today?

3. Who should read the book?

4. You wrote a chapter on the Cross being at the center....why? Isn't that
obvious to most Christians?
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Meditating on the Promises of God (from Tom Schreiner's
first sermon of his Romans series) by Ryan Townsend

On Sunday, March 7, here at Clifton Baptist Church in Louisville, KY,
Tom Schreiner began anew sermon series on the book of Romans. You
can listen to the series online here. In the first sermon, Tom preached
from Romans 1:1-7,and encouraged us to particularly meditate on, pray
over, and rejoice in the promises of God, asking God to give us faith to
believe and wrestling with God until we do.

Here's agood resourceto help you do that, by Ken Boa. It's simply a
collection of selected promises of God in each book of the Bible. Read
and find great encouragement in our kind, merciful God.

Here it is as a Word doc: Download Promises of God in Bible
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More on Disciple-Making by Aaron Menikoff

A few days ago Deepak posted some nice comments about making
disciples. His words prodded me to think even more. None of the
following ideas are original to me. I'm sure | have taken them from
things I've read and conversations I've had--perhaps even here on this
blog! Here goes . . .

First, every Christian needs to be discipled. We are all supposed to be
followers of Christ and we need to be taught how to be followers of
Christ. Thinking about a local church, every Christian should be
discipled. Every believer ought to be in a relationship or have a network
of relationships that are spurring him or her on toward spiritual
maturity. The Great Commission of Matthew 28 and the call to
encouragement of Hebrews 3:13 makes this clear. So as pastors, part of
shepherding the flock meanslaboring to seethat every individual in the
congregation is being discipled.

Second,every Christian should feel the responsibility to make disciples.
How can every Christian be discipled if that job of disciple-making is left
to the pastors or a select few in the congregation? That simply isn't
possible. Some will be better at this than others. Some will be more
interested than others. But we all have the responsibility to encourage
others to follow Christ more closely. We all have the responsibility to
help others grow. The Great Commission is for all which means
discipling is for all.

Third, discipling can take place in small groups and in one-on-one
relationships. Sure, discipling can take place corporately aswell. When |
preach | am encouraging the congregation to worship God as | preach
and this is disciple-making. But moreshould take place. As a few gather
or just a couple, Christians should take deliberate steps to apply the
Gospel to each other's lives. This is how burdens are often carried (Gal.
6:2).

Fourth, discipling requires commitment. Often the commitment comesin
the form of time. | met this morning at 7am with four wonderful brothers
for a time of discipling. | get paid to do this. These men were meeting
before their workday began. That is commitment. Sometimes the
commitment is emotional. Getting to know someone spiritually means
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being there to hear tough stuff. Sometimes it means listening while
someone is obviously immature but they need to talk and process so
they can grow. Sometimes it means being willing to challenge--which
can make the relationship awkward. All of this is commitment, and that
it costly.

Fifth, discipling is less about what you do and more about "life on life."
By all means study a Christian book, read the Bible aloud, discuss the
sermon, etc. All of thesethings are helpful. But at the core of it all needs
to be humans applying God's Word so that sanctification takes place.
This can be done in conversation at a ball game and it can be done
through Bible study in the living room. The key is that the Word is being
applied to life. This means discipling relationships may look different
from person to person. Where does friendship end and discipling begin?
It's not always easy to tell. Regardless of the answer, in a discipling
relationship lives are being uncovered, challenged, and encouraged.

Sixth, discipling may require discriminating between low-hanging and
high-hanging fruit. This is the point Deepak made so well. There is
wisdom in being discriminating, especially when it comes to
expectations. Deepak helpfully reminded us of that Navigators' term "F.
A. T." -- find someone faithful, available, and teachable and dig in!
Strategy may lead you to invest your time in someone you have reason
to believe will be likely to model well the gospel for others. This is all
helpful but aword of caution is in order: sometimes the people God puts
in our lives--whether they be low-hanging or high-hanging fruit--are
exactly the people we should be serving.

Seventh, discipling takes time. I'm leery of people thinking they can
graduate from a discipling program. There certainly comesa time when
someone needsto ask, "have | learned enough to begin entrusting what
I've learned to other reliable men?" 2 Tim 2:2. But how do you know
when someoneis ready? It is certainly not becausehe's finished a book
or a course. It just doesn't work like that. Discipling takes time. It never
ends. We never graduate.

I'm open to additional points or principles you'd like to make. | know

that | am where | am and, more importantly, | am who | am becausethe
Lord discipled me through people. And one of the reasons|'m a pastor
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today is becauseyears ago | becameconvinced how valuable it is to help
someone see their life through a biblical lens.
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White Board Redux -- May 21 by Michael Mckinley

My friend Ben Arment (who trashes me in the comments here... :) is
putting together a secondrun of The Whiteboard Sessions(or WiBo, as
the cool kids refer to it). It's going to be held on May 21stin Virginia
Beach.

You may remember the first WiBo as the event that featured Mark
Dever, a guy advocating the use of Desperate Housewives video clips as
sermon illustrations, and a DJ "scratching" the speakers on stage.

It was like a thought provoking Christian freak-show. | mean that in
the best sense possible.

This year's speakerline-up is great. Al Mohler, JamesMacDonald, and
Eric Mason are on the docket, along with Jonathan Falwell and others.

Each leader has been asked not to deliver a "talk”, but to treat their
allotted time like an extended senior-level staff meeting. It's a time to
share an idea, a dream, or an epiphany. With those speakers,it should
be great.

You can get more info and register here.

And just for giggles, you can check out the video that | used to
introduce Mark Dever at the last WiBo here.
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Salvation is Not God's Primary Concern by Michael Mckinley

| came acrossan interesting point by Wayne Grudem that it bearson
the conversation that Doug Coleman started a while ago. Doug asked:

What is the ultimate goal and motivation for cross-cultural missions,
the salvation of as many humans as possible or the glory of God?

You can read the whole post and commentshere.

Grudem, discussing the debate between Calvinists and Arminians in
his Bible Doctrine, points out that both sides believe that God values
something more than the salvation of everyone. God surely could save
everyone, but chooses not to.

The Reformed person explains that God is primarily motivated by his
own glory. He is glorified in the fact that some are destined for eternal
justice, and so he chooses not to save all.

The Arminian explains that God is primarily concerned not to violate
man's free will. That's what prevents all people from being saved.

But | thought that observation was helpful for your question, Doug.
Both Reformed folks and Arminians can agree that the salvation of
people cannot be God's highest priority. Otherwise, he would save
everyone. So it would seem that it can't be our highest motive for
missions, either.

Missions for the glory of God is extremely freeing, becausewe can
glorify God even when our work isn't "successful'. This perspective
allows us to work in difficult placeseven if there's little evident fruit. It
strengthens the resolve of those who go and lay down their lives on the
mission field. It makes us bold to preach the whole gospel without
compromising it to please men and gain their favor.
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Picking Fruit Off of a Tree by Deepak Reju

One of the ideas I've learned on our staff is to be strategic about the
men | disciple and invest in. One of our staff pastors has often talked
about being deliberate in investing in low-hanging fruit ---men who
show a lot of potential, who demonstrate a teachable heart and desire to
grow, and with a little investment will themselves be able to invest in
others. These low-hanging fruit quickly become disciple-making
disciples!

The nature of pastoral ministry is that you get all types of requests for
help---bad marriages needing attention, wives struggling with
depression, young men and women sorting through who to marry and
what to do with their life, physical sickness and hospitalizations, etc.
Pastors tend to spend most of their time investing in high-hanging
fruit --those situations which take a lot of time, energy, prayer, love, and
investment, and often reap very little fruit. Without trying, you'll get
plenty of these situations come across your door.

Don't get me wrong---to be a pastor is to be a shepherd A fundamental
part of your job is to care for the sheep,both through their good and bad
days. Yet, what often happens is that a pastor's schedule can get over-
run with high-hanging fruit, and we rarely take the time to deliberately
invest in the low-hanging fruit. We spend our days investing in that
which reaps very little harvest, without spending any time picking the
low-hanging fruit.

So, here's my question for pastors: How deliberate are you at investing
in the low-hanging fruit?

Are there men in your congregation who are FAT (faithful, available,
teachable)and with alittle investment might also be reaping greater fruit
for the kingdom? Are you strategically investing in men who might one
day become elders and one day come alongside you to shepherd the
flock? Look at your schedule and consider if you are always reacting
defensively to the problems that arise in your church, or are you
deliberately scheduling time with the members who seem to be low-
hanging fruit?
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Both parts of necessaryfor pastor ministry, and yet one (high-hanging
fruit) tends to get much more attention in our schedule compared to the
other (low-hanging fruit).
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Has membership become the absorbing topic of the Christian
world? by Jonathan Leeman

In 1846, J. L. Reynolds said that "Church polity has become the
absorbing topic of the Christian world" (Dever, ed., Polity, 296). Wow,
people didn't have much to talk about, did they? But dare we say that
one aspect of polity, membership, hasbecome the aborbing topic now?

Sigh...probably not. But there have been a number of interesting
conversations of late going on in the blogospher on this topic:

1) Biola's Fred Sanders considers four different approachesto church
membership: membership as salvation, as sacrament, as strategy, and as
seriousness. Then he offers a fifth--church membership as a means of
grace--which he adopts as his own. May | offer a sixth? "Church
membership is (1) a covenant of union between a particular church and a
Christian, a covenant that consists of (2) the church's affirmation of the
Christian's gospel profession, (3) the church's promise to give oversight
to the Christian, and (4) the Christian's promise to gather with the church
and submit to its oversight." Hello, mouthful! Thank you for the
interesting discussion, Dr. Sanders. What does anyone think--what is
church membership? HT: JT

2) Westminster's Carl Trueman saysthat "The most broken vow of all"
Is "that by which church members submit to the authority and teaching
of the elders in the church. It is assolemn and serious asany other vow
one might take -- marriage, baptism, an oath in court..." Then he writes,
“The vows are voluntary, but once taken, they are serious and require
focused commitment and a particular pattern of behaviour." | love the
emphasis and dedication to the local church. But what should we do
with the Presbyterian angle? What's the difference between our
submission to the congregation as a whole and our submission to the
elders? Another good conversation. HT: Andy Naselli

3) Rick Warren of Saddleback has beentalking about the importance
of "Radical Membership." Warren, borrowing an idea from JoshHarris,
says,"The difference between an attender and a member is the difference
between living together and getting married. A lot of people want to
date the church, but they donOtwant to get married. That is spiritual
adultery." Strong language. Wow. Think he'sright? If he is, there's much
at stake.

4) And Kevin DeYoung, known mostdecidedly for his prolific
9Marks blogging, threw down the gauntlet just this morning: "Look, you
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wanna talk about the kingdom! Fine, let's talk about the kingdom. It's all
about church membership and discipline, okay?!" Maybe that's kind of a
paraphrase. But you'll seewhat | mean in the last substantive paragraph
of this discussion.

All good conversations.

Methinks we need a polity revival. I've beentrying to convince some
of my fellow 9Markers that 9Marks needsto refunkify the topic of polity.
Sohow about a book title something along the lines of "Polity Funkified"
or "Polity Old Skool" or "Polity is Cool." My colleagues, who have
keener cultural sensibilities than me, assureme that none of these would
work. They're probably right. So does anyone else have ideas to fan the
flames of our polity revival? [imagine the distant echo of crowds
chanting, "Polity! Polity!..."]
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David Powlison on Rest for the Weary by Deepak Reju

For those of you who appreciate David Powlison's work, you'll be
interested in this short video on Rest for the Weary
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Piper and Keller: The Priority of Evangelism over Caring for
the Poor by Greg Gilbert

The Gospel Coalition has posted the audio of a conversation between
Don_Carson, John Piper, and Tim Keller. It's a good listen, and well
worth your time. At the very beginning is an exchange which | think
sheds some good light on the issue of Christians'/ the church's
responsibility to care for the poor.

Piper's point about hell, I think, is right on the money. Sometime in
the recent past, evangelicals largely stopped talking about hell. There
were alot of reasonsfor this, of course, but the result has beenthe rise of
a generation of Christians who really have no category for it. They were
never taught about the eternal suffering of hell---much lesstaught to fear
it---they do not think about it, they barely even acknowledge it, and
therefore the worst suffering they canimagine is temporal suffering. It's
no wonder then that the suffering they feel most compelled to addressis
temporal.

| think there are several important points made here that bear greatly
on all this. Piper's reminder about the horrific reality of hell, his
Insistence on prioritizing evangelism over the relief of temporal poverty,
Keller's affirmation that "gospel, evangelistic ministry" has "pride of
place" in the church's ministry, and his warning about what tends to
happen when we fail to maintain that priority, are all important points
that will help us keep a heavy and stabilizing "ballast" in our ships. Let
the conversation go on, but these are important guardrails.

[Please note that | just transcribed this from the audio. I'm sure |
didn't get it word for word; if you notice an error that substantively
changes the meaning, by all means, please let me know.]

Carson: If we should be involved in such ministry [mercy
ministries], what safeguards can we introduce so that we donOt
fall into the traps that have historically taken place?

Piper: It might be good not to assumethat at least the watchers
of this event agree that mercy ministries, deed ministries,
ministries to the poor, is a given. You asked us to defend it, or
figure out how it doesnOtco-opt the gospel, but | just want to
affirm that it exists. The Bible says, Galatians says, ODogood to
all men, especially those of the household of faith.O And the
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parable of the Good Samaritan is designed to get in the face of
people who say, OWhois my neighbor?O And the answer comes
back not with what was expected but with, OAre you a
neighbor?0 Sojust all that to say OyesQo the problem. We have
to createit for a lot of people, probably, who arenOtengaged in
caring for the poor, especially the poor who havenOmeasured up
to their expectations of being deserving of their help. So thereOs
plenty it the NT, it seemsto me, that says, ODonObuy into the
argument thatOsagainst helping the poor becausethey donOmmeet
the right qualifications.O

Now, having said OamenQo that, we get to the answer to
his question of how you keep compassion from sweeping away
concern for evangelism. | thinkNthis is the way my old-
fashioned fundamentalist, evangelistic Dad affected meNItOsvery
hard to give up on the gospel if you believe there is hell, that after
this life, there is an endless suffering for those who did not
believe in the gospel. And therefore, my take on the
prioritization of these things is, as | say at Bethlehem, OWeexist
to relieve all suffering, especiallyeternal sufferingd And the
OespeciallyCthere is a prioritization of time and intensity. If |
succeedtotally in relieving poverty in this age, and didnOtsolve
the eternal problem, | would prove in the end to be absolutely
unloving and un-Christ-like.

So,asfar as safeguards go, continue an orthodox grasp on
the eternality of the torment of conscious hell. If a person really
believes that and preachesthat way, then those who are starting
to becomeenamored by a transforming way of doing Christianity
that starts to minimize the gospel, theyOrejust not gonna like
that. Soif the Gospel Coalition can keep just saying these true,
deep, powerful things at the center of the gospel, those who are
leaning toward distortion or abandonment or minimization,
theyOre just not gonna get near this.| think thatOs our calling.

When | try to figure out the relative balance and strategy of doing
mercy ministries, | get confused, | donOtknow what the best
strategiesare. And sotrying to figure out what the strategies are
there, | feel is undoable. Sol think, OOkay,what can| do?0O 1 can
go to the Bible and say, OHere are a few things that if you say
them and believe them, they function as ballast in your boat so
that the winds of distortion and minimization donOtknock us
over.O
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Keller: | absolutely agree with John. | mean, nobody should get
the impression that when we say you have to give gospel,
evangelistic ministry pride of place in the churchNsome people
might say that what youOrereally saying is that soul matters and
the body doesnOtmatter. ThatOsnot what weOresaying. WeOre
saying the eternal matters more than the temporal. [We would
never say that this body is bad or unimportant, and that therefore
we donOttake care of people who are suffering.] For Johnto say,
Oeternalsuffering especiall@is exactly right becauseitOscommon
senseif there is eternal suffering. SoweOrgust saying the eternal
is more important than the temporary, not that the body is less
important than the soul.

But having said that, | think a balance in the way in which a
church ministers will come out of this formulation that weOre
talking about. If there is an asymmetry, where youOregiving
pride of place to evangelism, that doesnOeat upNat leastit hasnOt
in my experienceNthe ministry of caring for the poor. In fact, |
think it gives it an impetus. 10mlooking forward to churches that
actually keep that balance, becausethey give the gospel priority.
ThereQllbe a balance in the way the ministry goes becausethey
give the gospel the priority. | do think if you donOtgive the
gospel priority, you actually lose the balance and you end up
being a church thatOs just trying to improve social conditions.
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Spiritual Warfare, Humility, and the Pastor as Chief Repenter
by Michael Mckinley

My friend Ant Adams recently told me about a letter in The Heart of a
Servant Leader: Letters from Jack Miller. In the letter, Miller is
responding to a missionary in Africa who felt he was engagedin atime
of unusual spiritual warfare.

Miller's prescription: humility and prayer.

He wrote: Frequently humble yourself asyou did during our recent
time at Entrebbe. That was great! But let the team and the Ugandan
Christians see you as the chief repenter, the one who is quick to
renounce idols. Confess hindering sins like pride, impatience,
coldness, anger, lack of tenderness, love of preeminence, self-
dependence, boasting, and misuse of the tongue. Perhaps you don't
struggle with all of these nasties, but | do, and | suspect they are the
sins that much afflict leaders like us. Please read Bonar's Words to
Winners of Souls and Joe Church's Quest for the Highest. Pray for me
that | would be more ready to confess and forsake publicly my own
sins.

What an amazing concept. Think of all the things people expect a
pastor to be: chief executive offier of the church, chief Bible expert, chief
father and husband, chief visionary...

But what would happen if pastors were committed to being the chief
repenters? What if we publicly confessedand forsook our sin? Can you
imagine how Satan'sinroads into our lives and congregations might be
cut off?

If you think about it, Miller's is very Biblical counsel. James4:6-10
makes the link between resisting the devil and repenting of sin.
Matthew 6:13 teachesus to humbly ask the Father to deliver us from
evil. If you think about it, even Jesuscame and bound the strong man
not through a display of power but through the humility of the cross.

| pray that the Lord would help me (and you!) to put pride to death as
a display of his power over the evil one.
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The Beauty of Marriage in One Sentence by Michael
Mckinley

| just finished Tim Keller's Counterfeit Gods. As every other Christian
in the blogosphere will tell you, it's awesome.

But it was something at the very end of the book, in the
acknowledgments, that really got me. In thanking his wife, Keller quotes
John Newton writing to his wife Polly:

It is no wonder if so many years, so many endearments, SO many
obligations have produced such an uncommon effect, that by long
habit, it is almost impossible for me to draw a breath, in which you are
not involved.

| don't know if anyone has ever better summarized the beauty of
marriage in one sentence.
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Evangelism With No Chafing by Michael Mckinley

| was preparing my sermon today when it occurred to me... if only we
could order Handerpants in black, red, white, green, and gold... we'd
have the greatest evangelistic tool ever.
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"Dug Down Deep" Worth Digging Into by Thabiti Anyabwile

Dee, thanks for the recommendation on anxiety. Looks like a good
resource to have.

If you're looking for material for discipling others, I'd also have to
recommend Joshua Harris' new book, Dug Down Deep. | did a
summary/review at Pure Church today . The punchline for me:

Dug Down Deepis Knowing Godin blue jeansand a shavedchead. That is to
say,itOsa bookof classictruth and worth, written for our day. ItOgnstantly in
my top two or three reads so far in 2010.

The blend of autobiography and exploration of big systematic categories
was helpful for (a) taking any fear out of "theology" or "doctrine;" (b)
thereby making those truths accessiblefor people who may never have
read a systematic; and (c) illustrating what it looks like to live the truths
we believe. Awesome read.
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Tools for Discipleship: Dealing with Anxiety and Worry by
Deepak Reju

Are you looking for a short 1-on-1 discipleship tool that will help folks
who struggle with worry, anxiety or fear? CCEF just published a short 7
sessionstudy written by Ed Welch. It's worth checking out, maybe even
for yourself....
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A. T. Robertson, the Book of James, and Dudes with
Ambition by Owen Strachan

If you have not picked up Greg Wills's recent The Southern Baptist
TheologicalSeminary,1859-2009(Oxford, 2009),you owe it to yourself to
do so. It's a huge book, it is an institutional history, and it may seem
esoteric, but in reality, it reads crisply, it tells an engrossing story, and it
offers wisdom on a great number of topics related to Christian life and
ministry.

In the course of reading the text, this section stood out to me. Wills
describes how the seminary's fourth president, E. Y. Mullins,
handed down a policy in 1911that pushed faculty away from leadership
positions in the Southern Baptist Convention. This may have happened
100 years ago, but | assure you that it is relevant for us today:

"Mullins apparentlyfelt that the seminary presidentalone should exercise
significantdenominationaleadership.Mullins may havefearedhat his faculty
would becomenorepopularand influential in the denominationthan he was.
Robertson Sampey McGlothlin, and Carver were indeed becoming very
popular. Robertsonespeciallywas growing in the esteenof the denomination
for both his preaching and his scholarsh{280)

Wills comments on how two of the professors handled this seeming
slight:

"RobertsonbecameMullins's warm supporterand promoter,and Mullins
cameto rely heavilyon Robertson'scounsel. He gaveup aspirationsto equality
with the presidentand becameinstead his promoter and chief counselor.
McGlothlin, however, apparently transgressed Mullins's restrictions
inadvertently around 1914 or 1915, as McGlothlin attained the kind of
leadership that had thus far eluded Mullin$282)

In situations like this, there is always more than meets the eye.
Whether in a seminary, on a church staff, or among friends, jealousy and
ambition have a way of finding an entryway. In this particular case,
Mullins seemsto have acted out of naked jealousy and thus put his
faculty in a difficult and unfair position. He was the principal
wrongdoer here. In response,A. T. Robertson chose the high road and
sacrificed his interests for the sake of peaceat Southern. McGlothlin took
a different tack and ended up leaving the school and becoming the
president of both Furman University in 1919and the Southern Baptist
Convention from 1930-32. His route to leadership involved the loss of
friendship with Mullins.
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It surprised mein reading this sad story how much it mirrors the
trajectory mapped out for jealousy and ambition in James 3:13-18:

Who is wise and understandingamongyou? By his goodconductlet him
showhis worksin the meeknesef wisdom. But if you havebitter jealousyand
selfishambitionin your hearts,donot boastandbefalseto thetruth. Thisis not
the wisdom that comesdown from above, but is earthly, unspiritual,
demonic.For wherejealousyand selfishambition exist, therewill be disorder
andeveryvile practice. But thewisdomfrom aboves first pure,thenpeaceable,
gentle,opento reasonfull of mercyandgoodfruits, impartial andsincere.And
a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.

We note that James predicts perfectly what will happen when we
allow the "bitter jealousy and selfish ambition" that reside in our hearts
to creep into our friendships and working partnerships. Peace will
evade us. "Disorder" will overtake us. This is what happened at
Southern nearly a century ago; this is what happens today, in countless
places and situations, including in churches, seminaries, homes, and the
contexts of everyday friendship.

It is a difficult thing to find the balance between righteous agency, of
the kind commended, for example, in Proverbs and the parable of the
talents (Matthew 25:14-30), and "selfish ambition”. Mullins and
McGlothlin were both gifted for leadership; neither was sinful in
principle for pursuing the application of their gifts in ministry. But the
way in which we fallen people work out the application of our gifts
amongst brothers and sisters takes careful discernment.

It can be very difficult to know whether in seeking more work, or a
role that better suits our abilities, or the improvement of a certain sphere
of our church, we are being selfishly ambitious and acting in part out of
a jealous desire to displace others and exalt ourselves. Or take another
example. In the age of the Internet, is it "selfishly ambitious" for authors
to in some way advocate for their texts? Or is it wise stewardship? Is it
better to have one's book languish on Amazon, unnoticed and thus of
little benefit to the church, or to push a little harder and get the material
into the hands of readers who may benefit from it? These are tricky
guestions that necessitate prayer, brotherly counsel, and keen
discernment.

What we can say for sure, though, and what we might forget as we
tackle such thorny issues is that James commends "the meekness of
wisdom” to those who are tempted to be sinfully ambitious and jealous.
What exactly does meeknesslook like? Does it mean talking in a soft
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voice? Limply shaking hands? Wearing sweater-vests on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays?

Speaking as a young man, | wonder whether those of us who want to
kill our sin and embody "the meekness of wisdom" might locate this
quality in an inward demeanor, a posture before the Lord that is "pure,
peaceable,gentle...open to reason” and so on. Those of us who want to
avoid a limp-wristed Christianity need to remember that these traits are
commended to us by God. This doesnot put them in opposition to other
biblical traits like agency, dominion-taking, kingdom shrewdness,
boldness, courage, strength, and much more. But it does mean that these
qualities need to figure prominently in our character, and especially in
areas where we are tempted to be jealous and ambitious.

That balanced way of life reminds us ultimately of another man and
His own self-sacrifice for something much greater than a seminary or an
institution. In JesusChrist, we have both the perfect example of self-
sacrifice and the blood-bought means by which to live in "the meekness
of wisdom". We needwhen tempted to promote ourselves (a
sin expedited by certain features of the web) and to hate others out
of jealousy to remember with A. T. Robertson that the work the Lord has
given us to do is rooted in Christ and the promotion of His fame and
glory. He is infinitely worthy of celebration; we are not.

As we learn this--and it will take some of us young dudes a while to
do so--we recall the biblical irony that characterized Christ's life and that
should characterize our own. In seeking a position of lowliness, He
becamegreat (Philippians 2:1-11). In adopting a course of existencethat
sometimes appeared so weak, Hein factdestroyed the powers of
darkness that rule this world. Somay it be for us if we will allow God to
humble us and further conform us to the role of servant in order that we
might rule with Him.
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Missions in a Land With Too Many Vowels by Michael
Mckinley

Greetings from merry old England, where there are sometimes too
many vowels (think: honour) and sometimes all the right vowels, just in
the wrong place (think: theatre).

| am at the 2010 Radstock Conference, Pursuing GodE Transforming
the World . The conferencecombines Bible teaching, prayer, singing, and
updates on the work of God in churches around the network.

There are alot of awesome missions groups out there, but here are five
reasons | particularly enjoy being involved in the Radstock network:

1. Money. Radstock does a lot of good work with a ridiculously
small amount of money. There are no full-time administrative
employees. There are no offices. The goal is not to build an
Impressive organization, but to see resources put into mission.

2. Church based. This is a big Radstock distinctive. Mission is the
privilege and responsibility of local churches. The motto around
here is OMission at the heart of local churches, local churches at
the heart of missions.O

3. Work in edgy places. There is exciting work going on in places
that | canOttalk about in this context. But it gets my blood
pumping to seehow people are strategizing to get the gospel into
dark places.

4. Relational. Radstockis a network, not a missions agency. Soyou
donOtjust send money, but you build relationships. Over the past
few years | have built relationships with brothers and sisters from
far-flung placeslike Uttar Pradesh and Cambodia. | canOtell you
what itOdike to pray for these brothers and sisters and have them
pray for our church in as well.

5. Mission doesnOflow from the West. If mission is at the heart of
the local church, then we should expectthat local churchesall over
the world will be missionary congregations. Our church in
Virginia is trying to work with some non-Western churches to
send us Spanish-speaking missionaries. Churches in the network
are sending missionaries from all over the world to all sorts of
different places.

If you're interested, I'll be blogging from the conference over at the
Radstock blog.
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Can We Hear the Sheep Bleating? by Thabiti Anyabwile

Mark Lauterbach has a great series of posts going on things he's
learned from the sheep. Typical to Mark, the posts are humble and
insightful.

Bleatings from the Sheep

One of the great temptations of pastoral ministry is to treat the
congregation, the members, as "stupid". We may not use those
words, but we act like either they are slow to grasp truth and
need constant prodding or nagging, or they are children and we
pastors are fathers who must care for them. Both bear bad fruit --
both createa clergy/ laity division which, it turns out, is not just a
Catholic problem. Both can lead to a spirit of distrust and
excessive carefulness in how pastors shepherd their flock.

Bleatings from the Sheep: OUCH!

| have a "clever" side. | once liked to preach in a way that
debunks myths people believe. In my first year asa pastor | did a
series of messageson prayer. There are lots of prayer myths --
slogansthat | found aseasytargets for my brilliant critique. Each
messagewas a shot at wrong thinking and a declaration of truth.

| took down some major myths and applauded myself for
prophetic courage.

About ayear later a member of the church askedto come seeme.
It was clear that she was full of fearsin doing so. | assumed she
had some personal problems. Read the entire post

Bleatings from the Sheep: Slow to Change

One of the most godly people to enter our pastoral world was a
woman in the church named Helga. Shewas 20 years our senior
but far more our senior in maturity in Christ. | had all the
seminary degrees. She knew God and knew herself before God.
Read the entire post

Bleatings from the Sheep: Tone
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Creating downhill paths to the pastor's office and heart is critical.
By downhill, | mean easy easily traveled. My office, my most
visible role behind the pulpit, and the call to be submissive create
for my people large obstaclesand a steep path to travel to my
heart. It takes intentional effort to hear what they have to say.

But there are observations that are overheard as much as heard.
Theseare worth mining, aswhat is overheard is as significant as
what is heard. Read the entire post

Bleatings from the Sheep: Birthday Cards

One of the marks of arrogance is viewing all of life through my
eyes, not considering how others seethings. | find it all too easy
to assume that my perspective, my abilities, my limits are the
truth for all. It is not so! | am not the center of the cosmos. Read
the entire post.
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Special Announcement
Sherwood

A Special Guest at T4G

on

the T4G Blog by Andrew
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Why I'm Glad Jonathan Wrote On Church Membership by
Aaron Menikoff

Early in February the Out of Ur blog had a post about Rick Warren's
defense of membership in alocal church. Those who commented largely
sided against Warren on this. | often hear in person the sentiments found
in those comments. Thanks again, Jonathan, for providing a thorough,
biblical, popular, and winsome defenseof church membership.
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Theological Pop-a-Lock by Greg Gilbert

Mark Dever and | are considering, someday, writing a book together
about preaching. In one of the sections of this imagined book, there
would be a transcript of one or two of Mark's sermons punctuated by
comments from him reflecting on the sermon. Why did you say that,
Mark? What were you thinking when you did that? Was that in your
notes, or was that just Dever unplugged?

That kind of "inside baseball"talk is common here at CHBC. We have
a weekly review of the services, late on Sunday night, where we pick
over Mark's sermons in a good bit of detail, and those are exactly the
kinds of questions Mark answers. To be perfectly honest, after knowing
Mark for so many years, | can very often make a pretty good guessasto
how he's going to answer. Sometimes, though, | walk away with
something that's just pure gold.

Something like that happened last night as Mark was explaining why
he began his sermon the way he did. He was preaching on Jesus
teaching about hell in Mark 9, and he started the sermon with an
introduction about how modern Americans absolutely hate to be
motivated by fear. To be urged to do something out of fear of what
might happen seemssomehow beneath us, primal and primitive and not
worthy of us. "The only thing we have to fear is fear itself'---that's
become something of a national motto, and a prima faciejustification for
dismissing anything that presumes to warn anyone about anything.

And yet the fear of hell's eternal torments is exactly what that passage
in Mark 9 is about. We are supposedo shrink back from the thought of
enduring God's wrath, and that is supposedo motivate us to repent of sin
and trust in Christ. No, the fear of hell isn't the only motivation to that
action, but it most certainly is one

But how do you get people to listen to a point like that? How do you
get that truth into someone'sheart who is predisposed from the very first
word to dismiss you as a fear-monger? That's why, Mark told us, he did
the work in his introduction of shining light on this subconscious, total
rejection of fear as a motivator, and then exploring the question, "But
what if there really is something to be afraid of?" The point was to help
people reexamine that knee-jerk rejection of any kind of fear, and
perhaps crack the door open so they could hear Jesus' warnings.

"| felt like | was having to be a master lock-pick," he said, "to get in
there and unlock that door so this truth could make it into the heart."
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| think that's a great image, and it points to a very important job that
we have as preachers of God's word. Ask yourself this question as you
prepare: What intellectual, emotional, or cultural strongholds are going
to keep these people from hearing this truth I'm about to preach? What
can | do to clear those obstacles out of the way? What locks stand
between this truth and my hearers' hearts? And what can | do to pick
them?
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Humble Musings

Links for 2010-03-19 [del.icio.us]

¥ Contraception: Why Not?
JanetSmith explains why the Catholic Church keeps insisting, in
the face of the opposite position held by most of the rest of the
modern world, that contraception is one of the worst inventions of
our time.

¥ Become a legalistic Christian in three easy steps!
| know what youOrethinking! ODave,itOsbeen my lifelong dream
to becomea legalist! How can| do it in three steps?Tell me now!O
Well, todayOsyour day. As someonewho has a lot of experiencein
being a legalistic Christian, | can offer you a few tips on how to
become one yourself.

¥ Let Them Come Home
The best article I've ever read on what to do with a prodigal child.
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The boy has ideas

Eand at least we know where he gets some of them.

The animal in the book is saying, OMaybeit is a throwing toy.O Of
course, | didnOtknow we even hadthat book until a friend posted this
picture on the internet.

That reminds me of a time when my oldest asked me what the
temperature was, and | pulled up the dashboard on my mac. Then |
looked at him and said, OWhy donOtyou turn the doorknob that is two
inches from your hand?0

Happy Friday, all.
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Links for 2010-03-18 [del.icio.us]

¥ SlimPerfect?
Oh my stinking word. | can finally go out in a HOT (yet modest)
bathing suit again. If you look hard, there are some good finds on
this site. The owner just wrote me to say that you can use-- March
2010 --- in the coupon box for free shipping.
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The quintessential stay-at-home-momOs brain dump

Welcome back to the program! Sorry for the long commercial break.

You know, the bestthing about staying home with your kids (besides
being able to cyber stalk The Market Ticker) is that you are with your
kids all day long. And the worst thing? | am with my kids
allE.dayE.long.

It messes with your mind.

While | am typing during Oquiet timeO and trying to ignore the
background noise, someone is yelling, OMcGregor is squirting us with
the hose! Mom!!!'O

In between making sure two preschoolers donOtdrown, drink bleach,
and/ or play in the toilet, 10Ovefinished correcting the following grades:
kindergarten, second grade, fourth grade, and complex six grade math
fractions of which | am very good with now. Go, me.

And someoneis squirting someonewith a hose. Clearly, thesekids do
not know Where The Line Is.

While fantasizing about being young, single, and loving to mingle*, |
am sewing the strap on Kid #30shoe.lt is a perfectly good shoe,and it is
wrong to buy new ones if | can justE getE thiSEOUCHE needle
through some thick Chinese canvas.

Lunch was store brand frozen pizza. | offer carrot sticks on the side
when itOghe third time in arow weOvehad fake food in a week. Clearly,
| am an overachiever. And no, nobody ever takes the carrot sticks.

| bought a package of overpriced organic raw almonds in another
burst of Otaking care of myself.OThen | turned over the empty box and
read the caloric count.

The needle broke, and | am out of options since the staple gun, rope,
and duct tape are at the other house. Good thing.

* (1 did NOT just say that.)
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Links for 2010-03-16 [del.icio.us]

¥ Another Reason Why Boys Falil
Has our cultural environment eliminated the heroic ideals that
once inspired young men?

¥ America's Impending Master Class Dictatorship
Read it.

¥ A *Very Serious* Warning To Nancy Pelosi
One person notes, "You're going to get a health insurance plan
written by a committee whose Chairman has publicly stated that
he doesn't understand it, passed by a Congress that has literally
not read it but yet has made certain to exempt themselves from it,
to be signed by a president that also has not read it, with funding
administered by a treasury secretary who cheated on his income
taxes, all to be overseen by a surgeon general who is obese,and
financed by a country that is $14 Trillion in debt to begin with and
adding $2 Trillion ayear more in red ink per year BEFOREthis bill
adds even more red ink to it. And it will be delivered to you by a
House of 'Representatives’ that won't even actually vote on it,
headed by a Speakerwho is on record saying that they'll have to,
'pass it to see what's in it."" Let them eat cake!

98


http://www.popecenter.org/commentaries/article.html?id=2316
http://www.321gold.com/editorials/dougherty/dougherty012210.html
http://market-ticker.denninger.net/archives/2087-A-Very-Serious-Warning-To-Nancy-Pelosi.html

Links for 2010-03-12 [del.icio.us]

¥ How OK GoOs Amazing Rube Goldberg Machine Was Built
If you've seenthat viral video about the marbles and dominos,
you might be interested in this article about how it was built.
(Original video included. Your kids will love it.)

¥ States may hold onto tax refunds for months
Awesome. | think this means they'll send you your money with
late fees and interest included! Folks, time to stop giving your
government interest free loans. Change your withholding. And
hey, goooo green shoots!

¥ 20 page photo book just for the price of shipping
Need areasonto organize your pics?Use coupon code AFFLGB at
checkout and it will take off the price of the photo book and only
charge you $8.99 for shipping.

¥ Practical Theology for Women: In defense of homeschooling,
homebirthing moms
This is why you love/ hate me so much: "This isnOtreally about
homeschooling, homebirthing moms but about the misplaced
stratifications in Christian circles that even consider them a
subcategory. [..] | want to explore tensions between women at
different stagesof life or evenin the samestageof life and how the
gospel equips us for something better than defensiveness when
we are different." Somebody get me a good drink and let's talk
about the insolvent government. The older | get, the less| want to
convince you about baby food God's way.

¥ Equipping Women for Gospel-Centered Lives
Yes: "Women need to be taught what God declares good for His
daughters. But women also need to understand how the gospel
equips them to deal with the vast gulf between what God declares
to be His good plan for them and the reality of their daily lives. In
light of this, may | speak for a moment to those leading womenOs
ministries and organizing womenOs teaching events? If your
messagedoesnOtesonate aswell with the single woman watching
her biological clock ticking away without a date in 8 years as the
wife and mom who homeschools her children, you have missed
the fullness of the messageof the gospel." The gospel gives us the
power to live God-glorifying lives out of less-than-ideal
circumstances. God's plan for your life is unique to you and ought
not be molded after something you saw on a blog. God will use
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YOU, sodon't hide the painful parts. That's what He usesto make
your story and to fulfill his promise to make the weak, strong.
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Links for 2010-03-09 [del.icio.us]

¥ ADMISSION By FDIC: Massive Balance Sheet FRAUD
| am constantly amused by those people who claim there is some
vast "conspiracy" in this country when it comesto banks, balance
sheets, and fraudulent lending and accounting. There is no
conspiracy. It is, in fact, "in your face" fraud.
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Links for 2010-03-03 [del.icio.us]

¥ What makes us think weOve finally gotten it right?
"...nexttime you read or hear some Christian teacherwho lays out
what he claims is a biblical pattern for marriage or the family, |
encourageyou to not simply acceptthe pattern at face value but to
spend some time looking at patterns that have actually existed in
history. Most Christians in most of history have followed different
standards than the ones we are being exhorted to embrace today,
and we ought to at least think about why that might be so."

¥ Whadda 'Ya Mean It's Not Over? - The Market Ticker
My favorite blog goesover again what is obvious to anyone with
basic math skills. Now the big boys are saying, "The crisis of 2008
was predictable. Unless we go far beyond current legislative
proposals the next crisis is inevitable." No, really?

¥ The NRA's best salesman
And for today's political joke on Amy's Humble Musings....
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LetOs analyze this photo

Yesterday, Greg sent this picture on his iPhone from Disney/ Magic
Kingdom. Charles is turning four this week, but | still remember the
horror day he was born.

This photo is curious to me. LetOs see, we have:
1. The $12 ice cream cone N check!
2. The tourist with extra white legs in the background N check!

3. Bonus point for the tourist becausesheOsvearing a backpack (two
points if it was a fanny packE.) N check!

4. The smiling birthday boy having a magical day N check!

5. Not one speck of trash on the ground. WeOreobviously not on a
Kentucky roadside N check!

But hereOsvhere it threw me off. The personal space.Everyone in this
picture has personal space. | just wasnOtsure they were at Disney.
Personal space at Disney is like fiscal responsibility in Congress.

McGregor gave some guy his personal space on Splash Mountain
when he remarked to his wife, OHey,remember last time we rode this, |
threw up on the kid in front of me?0O That guy knows how to work it.
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Links for 2010-03-01 [del.icio.us]

¥ YouTube - We Are The World
Here's the collaborative effort of 57 different people in their
bedroom singing "We Are the World". Awesome --if you really
think about it. Could you imagine this was possible ten years ago?
What will the next ten years be like?

¥ Democrats on an Escalator
A little political humor.

¥ Anyway Love
"That last statement of Meg's, 'but | love him anyway,' is one of the
most profound theological statementson marriage I've ever heard.
Most of us base love on '‘because’, not on '‘anyway"."

¥ I'm Sure Glad The Recession Ended
Yup. Don't look at these pesky little charts or worry your pretty
little head with math facts. Justkeep listening to Ben, Tim, and the
rest of the folks who missed the greatest housing bubble in the
history of the world-- it's all going to be OK.....
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Mephibosheth, the dirty dog

| have good news and bad news. (There is no free
supermacbookpadpro with this post. That was the other blog you just
came from.) The good news is that | lost ten pounds. The bad news? ItOs
the same ten pounds | already lost last year

| think this means IOmmiddle-aged now. This is the part in life where
you have OissuesQvith your hips, but youOrenot old enough to have
problems with your joints, yet you are old enough to have your head
screwed on straight. (There are exceptions.)

Mid-300smeans that you have to skip dessert if you donOtwant
cheesecakeon your thighs. On the flip side, it also means that you donOt
care what people Owill think® anymore. 1tOsa fantastic place to be. IOm
even old enough to usethe word fantastic

| guessweOreall getting older, eh? But thereOsomething good about
this in-between stage, wouldnOtyou agree?IOmfinally past the acne and
self-doubt, but IOmstill ahead of the hot flashes. And you know what? It
feels good.

| always get morbidly introspective near my birthday. When | turned
33last year, | got nervous becauseJesuswent to the crossat 33-years-old,
but my own faith wonOteven let me ride in an airplane without breaking
into cold sweat. Clearly, | am not where | need to be.

| thought about that fact yesterday Nthe part about my weak faith and
the part about how itOstime for me to get-it-together alreadyN when
Greg preached at our church on GodOsovenant faithfulness to us. Yes, |
was listening and not thinking about cheesecakeand if the sound guy
was asleep or what, except for the occassionalOHush, Charles, sit up or
DaddyOsgonna put you in the sermon, boy,Oas youOllseefrom my notes
here.

Greg said that when God makes a promise, it is certain and sure. He
used the text in Il Samuel 9 about David agreeing to honor his word, and
in doing so, he finds an unworthy, unlikely recipient in Mephibosheth.
(DonOt ever name your kid that.)

That is just so like God, isnOit? He finds the most undeserving guy, Oa
dead dog like meOas Mephibosheth puts it, and gives him a seatat the
table.

| feel like that mangy dog a lotNknowing that IOvebeen given so
much, knowing that so much is required of me, and then realizing that |
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even need help with my helplessnessbecauselOmso self-righteous even
about my screw-ups. What a mess. IOmprobably the only person with
enough brains to brag about my arrogance and then congratulate myself
afterword for repenting of it.

| know that there is grace for people like that, too. There is a seatat the
KingOstable. There is forgiveness. There is hope, and itOsall becauseof
GodO4aithfulness to do what He said HeOddo aswe confessand believe.
Help our unbelief.

| just get complacent. | get tired. IOmhot and IOmcold. | want to sell the
kids on eBay one minute and throw myself in front of a speeding train
out of love and for them (otherwise known as OhomeschoolingOj}he next
minute. Maybe IOmalone in that. | think there is therapy for people like
me. | think there is grace too.
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Tweens

BecauselOmthe worldOsbest mother, | dropped off my kid at the ball
field and drove away. | know. You do that sort of thing when you are a
working mother, or in my case, a stay-at-home mom who works.

There is a skateboard park next to the fields. The skater boys wear
their pants on the ground while rap blasts from invisible speakers. |
thought rap music and showing your Scooby-Doo boxers was so last
decade, but that just shows you what | know.

IOmone of thosepeople who think guys named Mohammad Akbar
KaBOOM should be given the patdown at the airport, and so |Omalso the
mom who tells her kid that if he gets any ideas while passing the skaters,
heOlbe wearing highwaters up to his neck until he®$80.And have a nice
time, honey.

Plus, | reasonedas | drove away, there are good men on the ball field.
During this age of tween-hood, itOgust not cool for a chick to be offering
tips from the bleachers.| know when itOgime to hand the reigns over to
a man. And with the advent of pimples and body odor, |0Overead the
signs. I0m OK with all of this; just donOt burp in front of me.

In the future, though, I still reserve the right to call an infield fly or an
inside pitch if the umpire doesnOtEven if | am high on estrogen, there
are rules, people, rules.

Two hours later, | returned to pick up my boy who is not yet a man.
With practice running over (always), it was his turn to bat. | satin the
bleachers pretending not to notice at all. | can be cool when | have to,
and sometimes 10Om not even annoying. Emphasis on thesometimes
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Sideblog commenting thread

Do you wish to complain, rant, rave, or discuss a link from the
sidebar? Do it here.
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MWEF, 33, loves walks on the beach and watching other
people do stupid stuff

Love is in the air.

At least, | imagine thatOswhat | was supposed to think when Greg
came home with an oceankayak from CraigOdList. Justlike old times it
was going to be, back when we held hands like lovebirds and a Frosty
from WendyOscounted as a hot date. Now we could sail into the sunset
(exceptfor the pesky part about being on the eastcoastand the fact weOd
have to paddle and not sun ourselves while the sails did all the work,
just gowith it).

| reminded Greg that tenuous matters must be handled with care.Last
month, when | was hanging off the back of a scooter going 60 m.p.h. on
the left hand side of the road in a foreign country, | reminded him, OWe
have six kids.OYou just canOt do these things.

Before we had six kids, we went whitewater rafting, and | fell out of
the raft on a class|V rapid, got trapped under the boat, and then floated
down the river by myself and had to be rescued with ropes and
helicopters. Actually, 10mkidding about the helicopters, but | am serious
about the ropes, the almost dying part, and my adventures always
turning into nightmares. Rental properties, anyone? There are only four
left Eyetemwhiletheirhdt and they are in the black this year, and itOsnot
due to the graffiti.

And sol give afriendly word of advice to all the younger ladies: If you
have to sign a liability waiver on the kinds of dates your future husband
takes you on, like bungie jumping, get a clue, and go long on Valium
early in your marriage. [Please don't take this as serious investment
advice, becauseya'll know I'm short on everything.] It wonOtstop. Once
he tastes adventure, you just canOtstop him. Now Greg doesnOitfly
anymore, but itOsonly becausewe canOgfford it with all thesekids. Rest
assured, heOllfind a way to walk on the wild side. You might end up
with 10 kids! So maybe these wild guys arenOt all so badE

Back to what | was saying. Justlike the President and Vice-President
are never allowed to ride in the same airplane, responsible parents of a
gabillion kids ought not to go joy-riding in the middle of shark infested
waters, at least not in the same kayak.

So, | tossed out the kids with Greg and they hit the water.
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We wisely choseto do this at low tide and when there were no waves.
| told you we were responsible parents.

Charles Mommy? My clothes are all wet.

Me: But thatOsso funnnn, right? You had fun! YouOrealmost four, and
you like cold, wet clothes, right? Do you like riding in the fun boat?

Charles Mommy, my clothes are all wet.

Bizzy isnOtso sure about the Oresponsible(part. Sherealizes that sheis
in a new bulky get-up and this canOt be good.

LetOs all look at this and access the risk.
Nevermind.

| was warming myself in the house, just watching the cruise ships float
by, when the boat flipped. So, basically, | have no pics of the best part.

They climbed back in, life went on, and nobody was eaten by a shark.
(I just know it wouldnOtgo that way for me. ThereOde a rip currentd or
worse: cold waterband Flipper would be no where in sight for the big
rescue.)

We have to work on the OStroke,strokeOpart. We are homeskooling
right now, ahem

Maybe | will have to get out there with Greg and show thesekids how
itOs donefter the sharks go night-night.
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The 20th Atlas V launch

| must say, the view of alaunch is better from the beachthan from the
back hills of Kentucky on a computer screen.| went outsidein 43 degree
weatherwithout earmuffs to watch the launch. | hope IOveproven my
love and devotion, Greg!

Hey, who turned off the global warming ?

United Launch AllianceOs Atlas 5 rocket launched NASAOSs Solar
Dynamics Observatory, which to clarify, is a private company launching
a government payload. [The government's payload will try to
understand how solar activity is created and how spaceweather results
from that activity, which is mildly better than, say, spending your tax
dollars on iPods for deadbeat parents or windfall bank profits (seethe
links in my sidebar on my now working sideblog.) ]

| emailed Fox News to tell them that the Atlas V doesnot belong to
NASA. Wow. ThatOs just bananas.

In other news, | saw a woman wearing a scarf yesterday in only 50
degreeweatherand pointed her out to the kids. They all said in unison,
OLook whoOstalking!O IOmhuddled inside until the universe returns to
reason.
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Enduring hard things

My pastor herein Florida gave an illustration this morning that was so
good that | want to share it with you.

Now, since | am doing this from memory, | want to first absolve him
of any theological error | might convey or of any responsibility for my
spiritual state. Here was the gist.

There are two men. Imagine the first man sentencedto working in a
locked room for a year, where the conditions are awful: very little sleep,
grueling labor every day, and just horrendous existence.The reward for
him at the end is $15,000.

HeOdprobably quit after the first week. | mean, itOgust not worth the
OrewardO at the end.

Now imagine the second man sentenced to the same awful
conditionsbsuffering for a year of hard laborbbut at the end of his year,
he is paid $150 million Ntax free, even! (The tax free part is my
embellishment.)

This second man would endure to the end, knowing that the reward at
the end was worth the suffering he endured at the time.

We can endure suffering in the present becauseof our promise for the
future. For the Christian, the reward is infinitely greater than a paltry
$150million (even in a deflationary environment) or anything the world
can offer us. If we believe that the glory awaiting us is really what God
saysit is, what is suffering in this life in comparison? Romans 8:18says,
OFor| consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.O

SometimesitOshard to remember that when the pain is very deep, but
this illustration reminded me that it is worth enduring to the end, asking
God to give us faith to believe in afuture promise. For those who believe
in Jesus, the reward will be worth it.

~ O~ NN~~~

NNNNNNN-

You know, | read a lot of things from well-known pastors online, but
how many of us are sitting under faithful pastors (who might not have a
blogE ) every week? What is something your pastor said recently that
made you think?
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My first ODear JohnO letter

Dear Kentucky,

It was good while it lasted. | fell in love with you at summer camp, but
like all relationships built over a campfire and smores from a Wal-Mart
bag, it must fizzle.

| two-timed you, understand. | went back to Florida, who is not as
cold compared to you. | understand, now, really | do, that it is better to
have loved and lost than to have never loved at all.

What does that mean exactly? | donOtknow. | just know that youOre
supposed to say something cliche during a breakup. What? Yes, IOm
breaking up with you and your curvy roads and cold winters. 10m
breaking up with your single digits. | need me some double digits in
January. My bones are cold. | need someonewho can keep me warm at
night.

| loved you but | was never in love with you. Yeah, someonetold me
that once too, and 10mstill not over it. It is why | think the cashier at
PaylessShoesis trying to rip me off when all he really just wants to do is
swipe my card and go home to his TV dinner and dog already. It plays
with your mind and infects your soul, know that.

We can romance the nights away when | return in the summer. We
will be lovers again. We will eat smores under the starry galaxy and
count the stars like we are counting the secondsuntil the first freeze. We
will make love, not war. Until then, | remainE

Unfaithfully yours.
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Pure Church

Some Additional Firsts in Africa

The wonderful thing about OfirstsOis that theyOre,well, firsts. You
only get a first experience of something once. That very fact makes the
eventbwhether mundane or monumentalbsomething to be savored a bit.
The existence of firsts points to the necessity of living life aware. It also
reminds us of our limitations and creatureliness. Can it be said that
Godbwho knows all things from the beginningDexperiences OfirstsO?
Yet, every day we live through some first-time experience or another.
Each morning we wake to a day we will never see again. Your eyes
glancing over these words beholds first-time thoughts of one sort or
another. Even learningbaword remarkable for its capacity to cloud over
the novelty of what is actually learnedBisbut another way of saying Ol
had a first in the realm of knowing.O

So, if you tire of the occasional post of OfirstsOfrom our current trip to
Africa, just think of it asthe first time youOveheard thesethings from us,
and savor them as new experiences .

Titus and the Bag of Snow

We begin with a first | wrote about a couple days ago: pictures of
TitusOfirst experience of snow. You may recall that my mom wins the
OGrandmother of the YearOaward for saving a bag full of snow so Titus
could seeit for the first time. The pics are below. SeeTitus touch the
snow. SeeTitus taste the snow. SeeTitus throw the snow. There may
be childrenOs story somewhere in this!

HereOsny round-up of things new to me today, OfirstsCboth mundane
and monumental.

Africa with My Shorty

Nearly 20 years ago now, Kristie and | were part of a group of student
leaders planning to make a study abroad trip to West Africa. It had been
an annual trip sponsored by N.C. State University, and as young
Afrocentrists we were enthralled with the hopes of lighting upon African
soil. Due to state budget cuts, the trip was canceled that year. Down
went our dreams in a heap of mind-numbing political speechesand
debates by elected officials and faceless cubicle dwellers in state
government.
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To be in S. Africa with my Short is very much a dream come true.
Severaltimes today 10vebeen so deeply grateful to God for indulging us
with this lavish kindness, to behold something of Africa with my bride is
a significant first on so many levels. Here, weOreposing in the Valley of
a Thousand Hills, with itOdush greenrolling hillside asfar asthe eye can
see.

Africa with the Other Women in My Life

My daughters, Afiya and Eden, have seenand experienced more of the
world in their first ten years of life than Kristie and | had by the time we
were 35. When | was a boy, a trip to the beachwas unimaginable. 1Om
that little boy playing with mud pies in a slum of the imagination that
C.S. Lewis describes. What a different start to life our daughters have
had! And how | pray the Lord usesit in tremendous ways for His fame
and their joy in His name! SeeingAfrica with them is yet another rich
kindness my Dear Heavenly Father has given me today.

First Meal in Africa Outside the Airport

Today, my daughters gathered their first sighting of Africa. We
arrived rather late last night. In the 10pm darkness from the airport,
there was little to seethat was not lit. So, perhaps they could be excused
for the first desire they expressed on African soil. What was that you
asked? After 28 hours of door-to-door travel, what craving gripped their
little hearts?

OCan we stop at McDonaldOs?0

All the way to the southern most country in AfricaE for a McDonaldOs
cheeseburgerand fries! In fairness, they were hungry; it was late; and
McDonaldOsis fast. Also, we donOthave a McDonaldOsin Cayman, so
this isnOta regular part of their diet. The one superbly redeeming factor:
our host, Grant Retief, ordered the meal in Xhosa. That was cool.

Zulu Dance

We visited a wonderful place that features aspects of Zulu culture:
housing, cooking, and dance. IOvelong enjoyed Zulu singingbat least
what 1Oveknown of it through folks like Ladysmith Black Mambazo and
Miriam Makeba. Today we enjoyed a wonderful performance by a small
group of Zulu men and women. ItOll also trigger some fruitful
conversations about modesty and culture, since one of the young women
appeared and danced topless. | donOtthink any of us were quite ready
for that, especially my daughters. Pray for our conversation!

Sangoma
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ThatOsthe word most westerners would render Owitch doctor.O The
sangomaexercise enormous influence in pagan African cultures. Today,
for the first time, | saw two sangomaluring the Zulu dance. The woman
in the red is an apprentice. The woman in the white a certified sangoma
Apparently, an apprentice serves with a certified sangomafor three to
four years before practicing the craft independently. Gospel preaching
in South Africa will inevitably have to contend with such traditional and
ungodly practices.

Crocodiles Feeding

The same place we visited to seethe Zulu dancers featured a crocodile
farm. OkayE if youOrdike me youOrethinking: who in their right minds
would farm crocodiles?! But they did a this place and we had a
wonderful outing. 10ve seen these creatures devour animals on
wilderness specials, but IOvenever seenthem eat live. Now, before you
call PETA, they were not feeding on live animals. That wouldOve been
beyond cool. But to see these animalsbin weight the size of a
carbsnapping down with booming force was an exciting first.

A First and a Last

ThatOssome kind of python. The smile is really my attempt to
convince the snake that what he was smelling was something other than
near cardiac arrest.

| was the last guy to try it. | thought | would humbly allow others the
opportunity to be squeezedto death by a giant reptile before | took a
turn. You knowE do unto othersBl mean thinking morehighly of others
and all that.

Some Additional Firsts in Africa is a post from: Pure Church by
Thabiti Anyabwile
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Practical Shepherding

My dear friend and brother in Christ, Brian Croft, has started a new
blog called Practical Shepherding. | canOthink of anybody better suited
to blog under that title than Brian. He is a faithful shepherd, attentive to
the needs of GodOgpeople at Auburndale Baptist Church in Louisville,
KY. HeOsalso the author of a couple books: Visiting the Sick and the
soon-to-be-releasedTest, Train, Affirm, and Sendinto Ministry: Recovering
the Local ChurchOResponsibilityto the External Call (foreword by Albert
Mohler).

You can see from the titles of the brotherOsbooks that he is keenly
focused on the doing of ministry. And should you read the books, youQll
find that he

grounds the practice of ministry in solid biblical theological soil. |
heartily commend them both. | wrote a brief review of Visiting the Sick
here.

BrianOsnew blog focuses on some of the difficult practical questions
pastors face. It should prove a very useful resource. Check him out.

Practical Shepherding is a post from: Pure Church by Thabiti
Anyabwile
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From Christ Is Deeper Still:

Oltis a growing conviction of mine that no parish can fulfill its true
function unless there is at the very center of its leadership life a small
community of quietly fanatic, changed and truly converted Christians.

The trouble with most parishes is that nobody, including the pastor, is
really greatly changed. . . .

We do not want ordinary men. Ordinary men cannot win the brutally
pagan life of a city like New York for Christ. We want quiet fanatics.O

John Heuss,Our Christian Vocation(Greenwish, 1955), pages 15-16.

is a post from: Pure Church by Thabiti Anyabwile
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Grandmother of the Year Award!

While much of the U.S. has seen its share of snow this year, total
snowfall in the Caribbean has beenE let me seeE zero! So much for
radical climate change.

Aware that my son has never seensnow, my dear mother shoveled
large amounts of the powder into plastic bags, dropped them into her
deep freezer, and awaited the arrival of her 3-year old grandson. Titus
actually opined that snow came from tree leaves because one of his
childrenOsbooks has a picture of a snow clad tree. He asked Kristie one
day: OMom, do you remember snow?0

Yesterday, we went out to the back yard, ripped open the plastic bags,
and watched little man examine the powder, taste it, dig his hands in,
and participate in his first snowball fight. A memory was definitely
made. This will be TitusOOfirst snow.O And my mom is OGrandmother
of the Year.O

Grandmother of the Year Award! is a post from: Pure Church by
Thabiti Anyabwile
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Day One Firsts

So,day one of our sojourn to South Africa is under our belts. The Lord
granted us safety and joy in the travel. And again, | had the treat of
experiencing a couple firsts with my son, Titus.

| hadnOtrealized until we reached the Atlanta airport (sorry, Tony, not
my favorite airport) that Titus had never had a ride on a train. So, the
little shuttle between terminals was his first time on a tram or subway
car. We satin the last car, and he looked with wide-eyed fascination out
the rear window as we sped through the tunnels. He already has a
fascination with tunnelsE so a train in a tunnel was a double pleasure
for him. He didnOtwant to get off the train when we reached our spot.
On the whole, it was planes, trains, and automobiles for little man. HeOs
all boy, sothat was a great adventure for him. We pointed out that all he
was missing was a boat ride. OBoat?!(®e said with renewed excitement.
ONot this time, fella.O

A second first. [Ompretty old school. Under no circumstances are
children to sleepin the bed with their parents. About 3am | rolled over
to snuggle with my wife. And who should | find lying between us,
calling hogs like a farmer at the county fair? Titus. OkayE | still donOt
want the kids in the bed with us, but it was cute. Sounded ike he was
sawing logs with long, slow strokes. | rolled over again, and joined the
melody.

Day One Firstsis a post from: Pure Church by Thabiti Anyabwile
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Going South

WaaayyyE south. The family and | have the privilege of traveling to
S.Africa today. After dropping my son with his grandma (we miss him
already and weOvenot even dropped him off yet), we catch a flight from
Atlanta to JoOburgthen on to Durban. ItOlibe a great blessing to renew
fellowship with Grant Retief and family in Durban, then to have a
several days in the Cape with Mervyn Ellof and the saints at St. James.
IOmreally looking forward to seeing Africa through the eyes of my
daughters. 1tOsonly my second trip to the continent, but itOll be their
first.

My wife is excited, too. Though she doesnOreally like to fly. Today
sheOgvaxing spiritual about flying . Should be a lot of fun!

Going South is a post from: Pure Church by Thabiti Anyabwile
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Write Your Own Story

LaughE itOs Monday. HT: Mockingbird
Write Your Own Story is a post from: Pure Church by Thabiti

Anyabwile
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Remember Haiti?

Olfthe world is a vale of tears, Haiti is the bestwatered corner on the
globe. Sincel was born Haitian, sainthood seemedto me to be the only
way to attract ChristOsattention to a planet without tenderness or
consolation.O

Haitian poet, essayist, and educator, Rene Depestre, from the short
story, ORosenaon the Mountain,O in The Oxford Bookof CaribbeanShort
Stories p. 119.

Remember Haiti? is a post from: Pure Church by Thabiti Anyabwile
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|IOm Excited About the Family Reunion that Is T4G

More as to whyE

|OmExcited About the Family Reunion that Is T4G is a post from: Pure
Church by Thabiti Anyabwile
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What Does the Cross Mean? (3)

A final snippet from Sinclair FergusonOsGrow in Gracgpp. 58-59):
The Cross Demonstrates the Wisdom of God

How elsecould guilt and forgiveness appear in the presenceof God at
the sametime? How else could God remain equally faithful to his love
for us and his just judgment of our sins? The glory of the cross, its
unimaginable wisdom lies in the way God has devised to provide for his
people:

O loving wisdom of our God!

When all was sin and shame

a second Adam to the fight

And to the rescue came.

O wisest love! that flesh and blood
Which did in Adam fall,

Should strive afresh against the foe,
Should strive and should prevail.

It is truly the Otrystingplace where heavenOgove and heavenOgustice
meetO, as Elizabeth ClephaneOs great hymn puts it.

The cross is the heart of the gospel. It makes the gospel good news:
Christ has died for us. He hasstood in our place before GodOgudgment
seat. He has borne our sins. God has done something on the cross
which we could never do for ourselves.

But God does something to us as well as for us through the cross. He
persuades us that he loves us.

The view that the crossshows us the love of God is inadequate if taken
on its own. But when taken alongside what we have already seen it
sheds important light on what we should discover when we trust in
Christ crucified.

God has acceptedus for ChristOssake. But he wants to go further. He
intends to persuade us that he does accept us for ChristOssake. So he
demonstrates, by adequate proof, his love to us. When | look at the
cross, | learn to say, OTheSon of God loved me, and gave himself for me®
(Gal. 2:20). | begin to believe with Paul that if God did not spare his own
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Son, but gave him up to the cross for me, then he loves me so much he
wil always give me only what will bring me blessing (Rom. 8:32).

Such conviction is a key point in Christian growth. If we have deep-
seated fears that God does not really love us (as many Christians have),
we canonly go sofar in growing nearerto God. There will come a point
at which we will fear to trust him any further becausewe cannot be sure
of his love. When we look at ourselves, or our own faith, or our
circumstanceswe will never be free from those lurking fears. Satanwill
seeto that. But when we lift up our eyesand look on the crosswe find
the final persuasion that God is gracious towards us. How can he be
against us when all his wrath against us fell upon Christ? How can he
fail to care for us when he gave the only Son he had for our sake? How
canwe doubt him when he has given us evidence of his love sufficient to
banish all doubts?

The reasonwe lack assuranceof his graceis becausewe fail to focus on
that spot where he has revealed it. But if we fail to focus our
understanding there, we will fail to grow in grace.

What Doesthe Cross Mean? (3) is a post from: Pure Church by Thabiti

Anyabwile
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Between Two Worlds

Between Two Worlds Moving to The Gospel Coalition

My blog is now being hosted at The Gospel Coalition website. Here's the
address:

http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justintaylor/

If you have BTW on your blogroll, it'd be a help if you would adjust your
link accordingly.

You'll have to subscribe to the new feed, as this current one will no
longer be updated.

In my inaugural post at the new site | explain why I'm happy to have
BTW associated with TGC. Hope to see you over there!
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If God Is Good: Faith in the Midst of Suffering and Evil

Randy Alcorn's new big book on the problem of evil and suffering is
now available: If God Is Good: Faith in the Midst of Suffering and Evil

(Multnomah).

You canread the table of contents and some excerptsat EPM's page, read
an interview that Andy Naselli did with Randy here at Between Two
Worlds, or read a review of the book by Tim Challies.
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The Gospel-Driven Life

WTS Books is offering Mike Horton's new book, The Gospel-Driven Life:
Being Good News Peoplein a Bad News World (Baker), for 45% off. The
offer is good for the next week and a half.

This book is a sequelto Christless Christianity , moving from "the crisis to
solutions, in the hope that we will seea new reformation in the faith,
practice, and witness of contemporary Christianity."

Horton explains his purpose in the opening words of the introduction:

The goal of this book is to reorient our faith and practice as
Christians and churches toward the gospel: that is, the
announcement of God's victory over sin and death in his Son,
Jesus Christ. The first six chapters explore that breaking news
from heaven, while the rest of the book focuses on the kind of
community that this gospel generates in our world. It is not
merely that there is a gospel and then a community of people
who believe it; the gospel createsthe kind of community that is
even now an imperfect preview of the kingdom's marriage feast
that awaits us.

You can read some free sample material from the bookhere.

The book is alsoavailable from Amazon .
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Applying the Year of Jubilee

Kevin DeYoung first shows why we cannot appeal to Leviticus 25 to
argue for government-sponsored redistribution of property and
resources. Here are his five points:
1. We are not an ancient, agrarian society.
2. Most importantly, our property was not assigned directly by God.
3. Our economy is not based on a fixed piece of land.
4. Our nation is not under the Mosaic covenant.
5. Most of us are not Jews.
But, Kevin argues, jubilee has several applications and ramifications for
how we view wealth and poverty:
1. We should find ways to give opportunities for the poor to
succeed.
The Bible supports the existence of private property.
The Bible relativizes private property.
Our God is the God of second chances.
. Jesus is Jubilee.
You can read the whole thing here.

SIEYAEN
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Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church: Congregational Vote This
Sunday

The South Florida Sun-Sentinel newspaper today printed an op-ed by
Tullian Tchividjian regarding the conflict at Coral Ridge Presbyterian
Church--which some of the members unfortunately took to the media--
and the congregational vote this Sunday regarding him as senior pastor.
An excerpt:

You may have read, in this paper or elsewhere, six members of
our church recently circulated unsolicited letters and a petition
voicing their opposition to my leadership and requesting a
congregational meeting to vote on whether to keep me as their
pastor. Citing things like my desire not to wear a robe when |
preach, not honoring the legacy and preferences of Dr. Kennedy
to the degree that | should, making personnel changes (bringing
in my staff from New City), and not preaching political sermons,
these six members have been working to remove me as pastor.

The saddestthing about all of this is that, becauseof the visibility
of both Coral Ridge and my family, this conflict has taken on a
national interest. The reason this grieves me so deeply is because
the Bible says God wants the church to be a visual model of the
gospel. He wants us, in other words, to live our lives together in
such a way that we demonstrate the good news of reconciliation
before the watching world.

The late Francis Schaefferonce noted that bitter divisions among
Christians give the world the justification they're looking for to
disbelieve the gospel. But when reconciliation, peacemaking, and
unity are on display inside the church, that becomesa powerful

witness to this fractured world. "Justas| have loved you," Jesus
commanded, "you also are to love one another. By this all people
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another" (John 13:34-35).

To get this matter behind us once and for all, the elders and |

have called this congregational meeting and a vote will take place
on Sunday. You will no doubt read about the result, but whatever

131


http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/opinion/sfl-opedonlinecoralridgechurch091809,0,1063882,print.story
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/opinion/sfl-opedonlinecoralridgechurch091809,0,1063882,print.story

it is, | want to say three things to the South Florida community
that | love so much and have called home for 37 yeatrs. . . .

You can read the rest here. And please pray for Tullian and for Coral
Ridge, especially regarding the vote this Sunday.
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On Aborting Down Syndrome Babies

Al Mohler's latest article reflects on the combination of two disturbing
developments: (1) 95% of mothers who discover the high risk of Down
syndrome in their babiesthrough prenatal screening chooseto have the
lives of these babies terminated. (2) New technologies for prenatal
diagnosis are on their way. The almost-certain result is that there will be
more prenatal testing, and therefore more termination of human life.

Dr. Mohler also cites this journal article by Dr. Brian Skotko (an expert
in DS), who cites evidences that nearly 1 in 4 doctors either actively
"urge" termination or "emphasize" the negative aspectsof DS so as to
encourage termination.

Dr. Skoto writes:

. . . health care providers have historically operated under the
assumption that if a woman consents to prenatal screening or
diagnosing, she must believe that having a child with DS would
be an undesired outcome and wish to terminate her pregnancy if
such a diagnosis were made prenatally.

Knowing that assumption is crucial. As Dr. Mohler writes: "Expectant

parents should read that sentence over and over again, and so should
those who counsel them."
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Recommended Book for Discipling New or Renewed
Believers

Stephen Smallman has given us a great gift with his new book, The
Walk: Steps for New and Renewed Followers of Jesus(P&R, 2009).

ItOsnow the first resource IOdrecommend for disciples wanting to make
disciples (which should be all of us). Marked by good theology, a focus
on the Bible, and a warm and winsome approach, this Odiscipleship for
dummiesO manual is just what all of us need.

Here are a few blurbs:

"This is the fruit of a lifetime of experience in ministry. |
recommend this warm, practical, gospel-centered and very useful
manual on discipleship."

- Tim Keller, Redeemer Presbyterian Church, New York City

"Lots of people have a heart for discipleship, but few have the
ability to apply the gospel to a person's spiritual journey (seeker
and believer alike) with the compassion and wisdom of Steve
Smallman. His heart for God and for people energizes his
ministry and this book."

- Ron Lutz, New Life Presbyterian Church, Dresher, PA

"Basic, clear, and biblical throughout. All who read this book will
have their knowledge of the gospel deepened, and they will also
learn to make better use of the gospel in their pursuit of holiness
and ministry to others. May Christ continue to bless his church
with books like this!"

- Milton Vincent, Cornerstone Fellowship Bible Church,
Riverside, CA

You can read online for free the preface, table of contents, and first
chapter.

Also available from Amazon .
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Give Me Jesus

Fernando Ortega - "Give Me Jesus'from Adamson.TV on Vimeo.
Tullian Tchividjian _writes:

As | consider the last six months (and especially this upcoming
Sunday) and how kind God has been to convince me that
everything minus Jesusequals nothing, but Jesusplus nothing
equals everything, | am reminded of my grandmother who
passedaway in June 2007.Sheknew ChristOscompanionship like
no one IOveever known. Shereveled in the wrecking power of the
gospel day in and day out. Shelived life like she had nothing to
lose becauseshe knew that, in Christ, she had nothing to lose!
This enabled her to live with great freedom, fearlessness,and
unbounded courage.

For many, many years| have begged God to make me like herbto
give me a sharp mind, a soft heart, and a steel spine like he gave
her. | canonly hope and pray that as God continues to strip me of
everything but Him, | would become more like her.

As she used to always say, OJust give me Jesus.O
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Ware on Providence: Hands of God and Men

Below are the MP3s (followed by PDFs of the handouts) for a series of
a three talks that Bruce Ware gave at Mars Hill in Seattlein March of
2007:

1. Uncertain Hands of God and Men: Providence in ProcessThought
and Open Theism (PDF)
2. Independent Hands of God and Men: Providence in Classic
Arminianism_ (PDF)
3. Coordinated Hands of God and Men: Providence in the Reformed
Tradition (PDF)
The videos (relatively low-res) are below:
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Unreached vs Unevangelized

Alex Chediak interviews David Sitton, President of To Every Tribe. An
excerpt:

ThereOsan important difference between unevangelized and
unreached peoples.

Unevangelized people are unconverted individuals in places
where there are established churches. Unreached peoples are
those that live in regions where there are no churches and no
access to the evangelical gospel in their culture.

And to answer your question about the present trend; 96% of the
missionary work force is still laboring in unevangelized, but not
truly unreached regions. Here it is again D9 out of 10 Christian
missionaries that go cross-cultural are still going to reached
places!

HereOsstill another way to say it ® Something like 90% of all
OministersO worldwide are concentrating on only 2% of the
worldOspopulation! We are massively overly evangelizing places
where the gospel is already well planted! | believe that we need a
substantial strategic redeployment of the missionary workforce to
the areas where there is still no access to the evangelical gospel.

Read the whole thing.
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The "Big Book" Fallacy

T. David Gordon:

The OBigBookOfallacy is the notion that anything that is said in a
big book, especially a multivolume series of big books, must be,
at a minimum, factually correct, and at a maximum, correct in its
judgment. This is fallacious, becauseerror is error, regardless of
its domicile. Peer-reviewed error may be lesscommon than non-
peer-reviewed error, but it still exists. No editor checksthe factual
accuracy of every sentence he edits, and therefore, even in big
books, multi-volume big books, and/ or multi-volume big books
with good reputations, error still exists,and we should not repeat
the error without either citing the source or checking the source.

Seethe two examples he cites--the first from Kittel's TDNT, the second
from Keil's commentary on Joel 2:28.

HT: Upper Reqister
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The Dan Brown Sequel Generator

Slate has a nifty tool to create a plot for the next Dan Brown conspiracy-
thriller-novel. Justplug in a city and a sect, and their computer will do
the rest!

HT: Mere Comments
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When Relationships Are Built Around the Truths of the
Gospel

Elyse Fitzpatrick and Dennis Johnson, in Counsel from the Cross:
Connecting Broken People to the Love of Christ (pp. 86-87):

When relationships are built around the truths of the gospelNthe
truth that we are walking in light eventhough we are still sinners
in need of cleansing by his bloodNwe can be free from feelings of
inferiority and the demanding spirit that is born of pride. We can
pursue relationships without fear of being discovered as the
sinners we are. This kind of open relationship rests solely on the
realities of the gospel. We are more sinful and flawed than we
ever dared believe, and so is everyone we know. Becauseof this,
we wonOtbe surprised by otherOssins. They wonOtexpect us to be
sinless either, so we donOthave to give in to self-condemnation
and fear when they seeus aswe really are. We donOthave to hide
or pretend anymore.

The gospel also tells us that we are loved and welcomed without
any merit on our part, sowe can love and welcome others whose
merits we canOsee.We can remember the circumstances under
which we have been forgiven, and we can forgive in the same
way. We donOtdeserve relationship with the Trinity, but it has
been given to us. We can seek our relationships with others
becausewe know that we have been sought out by him and that
he is carrying us all on his shoulders. (Yes, he is that strong!)

HT: Buzzard Blog
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Sons and Daughters

C.J. Mahaney on the new Sovereign Grace albumSons and Daughters

| highly recommend this album. This album is a means of
preaching the gospel to yourself. It is a tool to remind yourself of
GodOs adopting grace. It will help convince you of GodOs
passionate and personal love for you. Listening to the truths of
these songswill help clear away any suspicions you have of God,
and help you to contemplate his love for you, evidenced nowhere
more clearly than in the death of his beloved Son.

You can download for free the song QCompletely Done.O
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Be Like David, Not Like Mike

An_excellent post by Voddie Baucham, contrasting two recent Basketball
Hall of Fameinduction speechesthe arrogant and self-serving speechof
Michael Jordan, and the humble, grateful speech of David Robinson.

HT: Andy Naselli
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2010 Crossway Academic Catalog

Here's an attractive, easy way to view Crossway's academic catalog for
next year.
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Dug Down Deep Film Contest

Joshua Harris's next book, Dug Down Deep, will be published by
Multnomah this January. (I've read it and recommend it.)

On his blog he is having a contest, looking for 10 filmmakers who can
create short videos related to the book. He explains:

It's a book about the importance of knowing JesusChrist and
building your life on a true knowledge of him. | care very much
about its messageand want to do all | canto spread it to people
who are indifferent or unconcerned about Christian theology. I'd
like to create a series of short videos that can be played online to
generate interest in the book.

But | have another desire that informs what I'm announcing
today: | want to encourage Christians to get involved in the arts--
in particular, film. At different times and different ways I've done
what | could to encourage young filmmakers to hone their gifts
and use film to influence the world for Christ.

SolI'm combining my need for promotional videos with my desire
to make an investment in Christian filmmakers. And I'm doing
this in the form of a contest.

Read more here.
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When Challies Met Warren

Tim Challies posts today about his recent time with Rick Warren. Here's
a taste:

Somehow just meeting Warren reinforced in my mind the
challenge we face as we reconcile ourselves to a fast-paced,
digital world in which a person can quickly dash off a missive
that can severely impact another person on the other side of the
continent. It seemsthat ethics and morality have been a bit slow
to catch up to ability in this new digital world. As | read those
three reviews | realized that in each casethere would be things |
might say just a little differently. | am too often prone to forget
that the authors whose books | review are real people and | am
too quick to ignore my consciencewhen | consider whether the
things | write and post online for all the world to read are things |
would also say face-to-face.l hope this will help me in the future
as | seek to be fair and godly in all that | write.

145


http://www.challies.com/archives/articles/on-visiting-saddleback-church.php

Textual Criticism Timesaver

Those doing textual criticism in the NT will be interested in this blog
post by Dan Wallace about a new web-based application that can save a
significant amount of time.
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Calvin Conference in Minneapolis

Registration for the DG conference(Sept. 25-27) on Calvin is still open.

In addition to the talks on Calvin, there will be a couple of additional
events.

On Friday evening, Sept. 25, they will preview the 80-minute
documentary, Collision, which traces the debates and conversations of
Douglas Wilson and Christopher Hitchens. The movie, which I've seen,
Is very much worth your time. You can pre-order the DVD from
Amazon, and watch the first 13 minutes at the end of this post.

On Sunday evening, Sept. 27, there will be an eschatology discussion at
Bethlehem College & Seminary, with John Piper moderating, Doug
Wilson defending the postmillennial position, Jim Hamilton (SBTS)the
premillennial view, and Sam Storms the biblical view. (Just a joke, folks.)

Here's Piper on why Calvin matters today:

And here's the beginning of the Collision film:

COLLISION - 13 min VIMEO Exclusive Sneak Peek from Collision
Movie on Vimeo.
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Powlison on Marital Intimacy

Part 3:
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Christian Music Radio

Paul Butler:

There are thousands of radio stations across the country today
which play Christian music. A recent study looked at Christian
Music Radio to determine what setsit apart from its mainstream
counterpart. But the study didnOtlook at the music itself, but
what was said between the songsNand what they found may
surprise you.

You can listen here to the feature with Mark Seignious (Associate
Professor of Electronic Media Communication at Northwestern College

in St. Paul, MN) and Ripley Smith (Professor of Communication at
Bethel University , also in St. Paul).
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5 Purposes of Moral Education

J. Budziszewski, What We Can't Not Know: A Guide, pp. 114-115[my
emphasis and formatting]

Moral education serves at least five purposes.

It reinforces what we know, becausethe mere fact that we
know something is wrong is not enough to keep us from
doing it.

It elicits what we know, becausewe know many things
without knowing that we know them.

It guards what we know, because although deep
consciencecannot err, surface consciencecan err in all too
many ways.

It builds upon what we know, because only the most
general and basic matters of right and wrong are known
to us immediately, and second knowledge must be added
to first.

Finally, it confronts us about what we know, because
sometimes we need to be told "You know better."
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Norman Borlaug (1914-2009)

He may be responsible for saving more physical lives than any other
human being in history. He died on Saturday, and few people know his

name.
You can read more about him here.

HT: Joe Carter
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Scenes from the Life of Christ
This sounds like a wonderful CD from Ligonier:

Scenesfrom the Life of Christ is the newest recording from
Ligonier's music division. For composer Tom Howard, the music
emerged after meditating on the Scriptures, where the emotional
Impact of each passageinspired themes, melodies, and textures.
Hear the composer's heart for these timeless stories expressedin
vivid and dramatic musical settings with Scripture narrations by
Alistair Begg, D.A. Carson, Ligon Duncan, Sinclair Ferguson,
John MacArthur, Albert Mohler, John Piper, R.C. Sproul, and
Derek Thomas.

This recording of original chamber orchestra piecesis a survey of
musical landscapes played through selected biblical accounts by
top Nashville musicians including Phil Keaggy, John Catchings,
and Sam Levine.

Our hope is that the combination of beautiful interpretive music
and the plain reading of the Word will engage listeners in a
devotional way.

Here's the list of readings and narrators:

The Annunciation
Scripture Reading by Alistair Begg
Luke 1:26D38

Feeding of the 5,000
Scripture reading by D. A. Carson
John 6:1D15

Cleansing of the Temple
Scripture reading by John MacArthur
Mark 11:15D19

The Transfiguration
Scripture reading by Sinclair Ferguson
Luke 9:28D36
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Temptation in the Wilderness
Scripture reading by R.C. Sproul
Matthew 4:1D11

Jesus, the Healer

The Raising of Lazarus
Scripture reading by John Piper
John 11:1D6, 17, 3233, 38b44

Parable of the Shrewd Manager
Scripture reading by Albert Mohler
Luke 16:1D13

The Last Supper
Scripture reading by Ligon Duncan
Luke 22:14D23

Gethsemane
Scripture reading by Derek Thomas
Matthew 26:36D46

You can go here to listen to some of the musical samples, read the liner
notes, and/or order.
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Challies.com

Are You Saved?

Scottly Smith recently moved his blog to the Gospel Coalition web site.
I've long regarded his site as a bit of a hidden treasure but | suppose it's
now less so having moved to a more public location. Nevertheless, his
most recent prayer caught my eye as, through it, he reflects on a simple
question. This is a worthwhile prayer for any of us, | think.

Dear Lord Jesus,driving into my home state recently, | came
upon a billboard that pushed some buttons before it raised my
palms. Just through the mountains of North Carolina, there is
was, bold and in big red letters, Are You Saved? IOllbe honest,
my first responsewas, OWhatan un-cool, cost-ineffective, out-of-
date, impersonal way to do evangelism.O Then | ruminated,
OPeoplethat put up highway signs like that are clueless about the
gospel. TheyOreusually legalists and moralists, and have no idea
about a theology of imputed righteousness. TheyOreculturally
out-of-touch and donOtrealize what a turn-off that kind of
signage is.0

But after my momentary-arrogance and billboard-pontification,

your Spirit gently disrupted my OcoolOwith this thought, OYou
completely avoided the question, Are You Saved?0

| continued driving, but thatOsvhen one palm went up anyway,
for indeed, | am saved, Jesus,unabashedly and unashamedly so.
And thereOsnly one reason and thereOsnly one basisE | have
come to God through you. You are the permanent priest who
offered the perfect sacrifice for me, once and for all. You
completed your work on the cross and you will complete your
work in me. You live forever and you forever live to thoroughly
save me, and your whole pan-national trans-generational Bride.
You were my substitute by your life and your death, and now
youOremy righteousness and intercessor before the Father. Am |
saved? Most definitely and most delightfully!

| donOthave to like highway billboards, but may | never ever tire
of responding to the question, Are You Saved?, for thereOsno
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guestion more humbling to me and honoring of you. So very
Amen, | pray, Jesus, in your merciful and mighty-to-save name.
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Without the Gospel

What difference does the gospel make? What difference does it make
in your life? Theseare good questions to ask, | think, and good answers
to ponder. How does your belief in the gospel of JesusChrist impact
your life? In what way is your life, even your Christian life, distinctly
different because of the gospel?

Here is a quote | found somewhere or another, that addressesthese
questions head-on. It comes from the pen of John Calvin.

Without the gospel everything is uselessand vain; without the
gospel we are not Christians; without the gospel all riches is
poverty, all wisdom folly before God; strength is weakness, and
all the justice of man is under the condemnation of God. But by
the knowledge of the gospel we are made children of God,
brothers of JesusChrist, fellow townsmen with the saints, citizens
of the Kingdom of Heaven, heirs of God with JesusChrist, by
whom the poor are made rich, the weak strong, the fools wise, the
sinner justified, the desolate comforted, the doubting sure, and
slaves free. It is the power of God for the salvation of all those
who believe.

It follows that every good thing we could think or desire is to be
found in this same JesusChrist alone. For, he was sold, to buy us
back; captive, to deliver us; condemned, to absolve us; he was
made a curse for our blessing, sin offering for our righteousness;
marred that we may be made fair; he died for our life; so that by
him fury is made gentle, wrath appeased, darkness turned into
light, fear reassured, despisal despised, debt canceled, labor
lightened, sadness made merry, misfortune made fortunate,
difficulty easy, disorder ordered, division united, ignominy
ennobled, rebellion subjected, intimidation intimidated, ambush
uncovered, assaultsassailed, force forced back, combat combated,
war warred against, vengeance avenged, torment tormented,
damnation damned, the abyss sunk into the abyss, hell
transfixed, death dead, mortality made immortal. In short, mercy
has swallowed up all misery, and goodness all misfortune.

For all thesethings which were to be the weapons of the devil in
his battle against us, and the sting of death to pierce us, are
turned for us into exerciseswhich we canturn to our profit. If we
are able to boast with the apostle, saying, O hell, where is thy
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victory? O death, where is thy sting? it is becauseby the Spirit of
Christ promised to the elect, we live no longer, but Christ lives in
us; and we are by the same Spirit seatedamong those who are in
heaven, so that for us the world is no more, even while our
conversation [life] is in it; but we are content in all things,
whether country, place, condition, clothing, meat, and all such
things. And we are comforted in tribulation, joyful in sorrow,
glorying under vituperation [verbal abuse], abounding in
poverty, warmed in our nakedness, patient amongst evils, living
in death.

This is what we should in short seekin the whole of Scripture:
truly to know Jesus Christ, and the infinite riches that are
comprised in him and are offered to us by him from God the
Father.
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Free Stuff Fridays

Today is Friday and that means it is time for another Free Stuff
Fridays. This week's sponsor is SeedsFamily Worship. "Seeds Family
Worship was planted when worship leader, JasonHouser, was asked to
write some songs to help kids remember the verses from his church's
summer Bible school." A few months ago | gave away some setsof their
albums. Today | will do that again but with an important addition--
they've recently created a DVD.

"Seeds Family Worship has partnered with Igniter Media to create
high energy and visually appealing worship tracks for children's and
family worship gatherings. Seeds Worship Tracks are visual media
vignettes based on Seeds Family Worship's CD "The Power of
Encouragement.” Each song is taken directly from the Bible using the
NIV translation and is excellent in helping aid Scripture memory for all
ages."

Included on DVD:

¥ Full version of track

¥ Instrumental version of track

¥ Click track (split) version of track
¥ easySLIDES

Here is a YouTube clip of just one of the songs.

We have five complete setsto give away (meaning that each winner
will receive a copy of all five albums plus a copy of the DVD).
Interestingly, eachalbum includes two CDs, one to keep and one to give
to a friend (great idea!).

Rules: You may only enter the draw once. Simply fill out your name
and email address to enter the draw. As soon as the winners have been
chosen, all names and addresseswill be immediately and permanently

erased.Winners will be notified by email. The giveaway closesSaturday
at noon.

Loading
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A La Carte (3/19)

Why Are Bloggers Male? - This article from the Globe and Mail asks
why most bloggers are male. And more than one person noted that in
the list of the Top 100 Church Blogs, almost all the bloggers were male.
Unfortunately her answer is somewhat trite, so | appreciate the question
more than the answer. "Guys seek thrills and speed. They go for the
adrenalin rush. They get pumped by going higher, faster, farther than
anyone else. They want lots of action and instant gratification. That's also
why guys like blogging P instant opinions, and lots of them."

What Not To Sayto the Suffering - Ed Welch blogging at CCEF:"DonOt
say 'lIf you need anything, pleasecall meNanytime.' to anyone. LetOgput
it to rest and never let it appear on another 'Not Helpful' list."

The Christianity Map - Here's a rather interesting map showing what
kinds of Christianity dominate in different parts of the US.

How Millennial Are You? - Pew Researchhasa quiz. Turns out I'm not
very millennial at all.

What Publishers Don't Know - It turns out they don't know
everything. "Many people seem to have a notion that publishers
somehow are (or should be) a superior form of human being. It's nice to
be so highly thought of--until you find out what they mean. Like the
guestion many of us have heard. 'l thought you guys were smart. Why
don't you just publish bestsellers?™

Paralympics - Boston.com has a round-up of amazing photos from the
2010 Winter Paralympics. "After a separate torch relay and opening
ceremony, competitors faced off in five different sports: Sledge hockey,
Wheelchair curling, Alpine skiing, Biathlon, and Cross-country skiing -
the last three broken into classes of sitting, standing and visually
impaired.”

159


http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/why-are-bloggers-male/article1503780/
http://churchrelevance.com/resources/top-church-blogs/
http://www.ccef.org/more-things-not-say-those-who-are-suffering
http://www.good.is/post/the-christianity-map/
http://pewresearch.org/millennials/quiz/index.php
http://andyunedited.ivpress.com/2010/03/what_publishers_dont_know.php
http://www.boston.com/bigpicture/2010/03/2010_winter_paralympics.html

The Deciding Point

Yesterday | received an email from a reader of this site and today I'd
like to answer it (with the permission of the person who sentit). Here is
what he wrote:

Thank you so much for your booklet, "Sexual Detox." | have read
it over and over, and am still very much challenged by it. | was
recently married and was under the illusion that marriage would
solve all of my lust problems... Even though | had been told
numerous times that it would not. Now | feel that everything has
cometo head, | know what | must do, and | want so very badly to
do it, but | feel that the devil knows this is THE deciding point in
my life on this issue, and he is working hard against me. | feel
more captivated and strangled by my sin than ever before, and |
need you to pray for me. If you have any advice or
encouragement to offer, please tell me.

Thanks for sending this note. It sounds to me like you are absolutely
right when say that this is a deciding point in your life on the issue of lust
and the acting out of that lust. Satanwill be working hard against you
and, in many ways, you will be working hard against yourself. You gave
yourself over to your sin and no doubt you've become captivated by it.
As sin always seeksto do, it has ensnared you. But take heart. There is
hope.

To reiterate what | wrote in SexualDetox, the fact that you feel sexual
desire is a good and noble thing. God has given you that desire so you
will pursue your bride. But, like all good gifts, the gift of sexis one that
we are prone to pervert, turning it into a means of selfish self-fulfillment.
God wants you to pursue your wife, to win her heart not just once but
day-by-day; and he wants you to enjoy sexwith her. But, of course, you
have grown used to indulging the flesh, to giving it its desires, those
desires that are perversions of the true gift. And sin rarely just goes
away; it is usually a long and difficult process to put it to death.

A few days ago someoneasked me, "What difference doesit make that
Christ is on his throne?" | had to think about that one, but when | did, the
answer became clear. It makes all the difference in the world. Just this
morning | read from Hebrews 1 where the author says, "After making
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high." There is such glorious truth there.
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Purification

First, Christ made purification for sins. This is the very heart of the
Christian faith. Finally, after those long millenia of human history, the
thousands of Old Testament prophecies were fulfilled in Christ. The seed
promised all the way back in Genesis3 had come and had crushed the
head of the serpent. What this meansis that if you have trusted in Christ,
if you have put your faith in him, you have been purified from your sin.
God no longer regards you as defiled by sin, but looks at you and sees
the sinless perfection of Christ. Your sin has been given to him, his
righteousness has been transferred to you.

Purification is an especially important word when we discuss sexual
sin, for no sin makes us feel as dirty, asdefiled, asimpure as sexual sin.
Becausesex is so deep, so intimate, it touches the body, the soul, the
emotions. And so, when we sin sexually, we tend to feel a deep senseof
defilement, and particularly so when we sin in spite of a convicted
conscience.

And yet Christ died to purify you from even this sin. You have sinned
against God and need to seek his forgiveness. | am sure you've already
done this, but do go to God, even now, and confess your sin. Be
reconciled to God and receive his forgiveness, his purification from sin.
Christ is far more willing to forgive you than you are even to pursue
your sin.

The Majesty on High

That Christ has made purification for sin is an amazing truth. But it is
only half the truth of this verse. Christ has not just died, but he is risen
and now reigns at the right hand of the Father. And what does it mean
that Christ is on his throne? It meansthat Christ is ruling and reigning. It
means that Christ is sovereign, that he is King, that he has power. He
gives power to his people through the Spirit, his Spirit, that he has sent
to be our helper. Christ has given you the power to overcome sin. What a
glorious truth this is! He has given you all you need, absolutely
everything you need, to overcome sin. The Spirit works with us, in us,
through us, to destroy indwelling sin and to make us in practice what we
are in position--pure and holy.

Sothere is no excuse.Christ is reigning over the entire universe; he is
reigning over sin. If you are to overcome the sin of lust, if you are to turn
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from your lust and find sexual desire and fulfillment only in your wife,
you will need to fight with his power.

Hold tightly to thesetwo truths and never separate them. Christ has
died to destroy sin; Christ has risen to reign.

What To Do

| have already encouraged you to confessyour sin to God and to ask
his forgiveness. And as you do that, confess your own inability to
overcome this sin and ask God for his strength, his power. Be utterly
dependent upon him.

Be a godly man. Immerse yourself in the Word; be faithful in prayer;
be committed to your church. Live a life of godliness. Do not approach
the sin of lust as an isolated sin, but approach it as one more sin that
needs to be overcome as you seekto be conformed to the image of the
Savior.

In committing sexual sin, you have sinned against your wife. You need
to confess this sin to her, painful thought it may be, and seek her
forgiveness. You will also need to seekreconciliation with her. You are
much more likely to overcome this sin with her help than without it. Be
very careful not to blame her in any way for your sin; do not implicate
her in any way. Confessyour sin and ask her to fight with you in putting
it to death. As a husband you need to lead your wife. And, as you've
been sinning against her, you've been leading her poorly. Part of
shepherding your wife, and often the most difficult part of all, is leading
in the sexual relationship. This is especially difficult when you have
committed sexual sin. But lead her nonetheless, gently and kindly. And
lead her by being above reproach in every way.

Understand the triggers and the warning signs that tell you that you
are particularly prone to sin. And react by fleeing from thoserather than
waiting for the lustful act itself. Speaking personally, | look for tiny
things that may be entirely amoral and seemingly insignificant, but |
know that they point to a general relaxing of standards and discipline.
When | eattoo much junk food or drink too much Coke, | know that I'm
relaxing my personal discipline and that I'm only a few stepsaway from
committing asin I'll regret. Sol look for theseinnocuous things and fight
against them. It sounds silly, | know, but I've studied my propensity to
sin enough to know where it begins. Sofind those triggers in your own
life, eventhose amoral things, and react against them. Look for situations
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that lead you to sin, whether that involves browsing certain web sites or
being in certain places or staying up past certain hours.

And finally, seekout an older man who can mentor you. Find aman in
your church whom you respectand ask if he will help you fight lust and
become a better husband to your wife. Ask him to be not an
accountability partner, but a mentor.

Take Heart

And take heart. Many men can testify to God's grace in overcoming
sin. Scripture itself testifies that God is eagerand willing to put your sin
to death. Christ hasdied to forgive your sin and he hasrisen and sent his
Spirit to give you mastery over it. He reigns and he is on your side. What
greater hope could there be?
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